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SIR, 

AS  you  are  a  lover  of  truth  and 
liberty,  and  a  foe  to  prieftcraft 
and   fpiritual  tyranny,    I   beg 
leave  to  infcribe  this  volume  to  your 
name.      Having   no    views   felfiCh    or 
perfonal,    I  am  under  no  temptation 
A  2  to 


iv      D  E  D  I  C  AT  I  O  N, 

to  flatter  you  :  nor  am  I  (o  wain  as  to 
think,  that  this  dedication  can  do  you 
any  honour.  It  v/illj  probably,  expofe 
you  to  the  fame  cenfares  v^hich  the 
editor  himfelf  has  long  fuffered ;  the 
cenfures  of  the  ignorant,  the  bigot,  the 
hypocrite,  and  the  prieft.  But  you 
and  I,  Sir,  God  be  thanked  !  have  both 
learned  to  defpife  thefe  things,  and  to 
pity  the  authors  of  them.  To  that 
jufl:  zeal  which  I  have  often  heard  you 
exprefs  for  civil  liberty,  you  have 
likewife  added  a  noble  zeal  for  that 
which  is  religious.  After  having  ac- 
quired a  plentiful  fortune  by  honeft  in- 
duftry,  you  ftill  continue  to  ajlTociate 
with  thofe  only  who  are  the  friends  of 
liberty  ;  nor  are  you  aihamed  to  coun- 
tenance and  encourage  thofe  that  dif- 
fent  from  the  ejlablijhed  church.  And 
indeed  it  is  quite  inconfiftent  with  all 
2  juft 
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juft  notions  of  civil  liberty,  to  be  in- 
different about  religious  jfhackles  and 
the  impofitions  of  priefts.  Oppreffion 
in  matters  of  religion,  and  ecclefiaftical 
tyranny,  ever  made  way  for,  and  v^ill 
eternally  introduce,  civil  bondage,  and 
the  tyranny  of  princes :  and  in  our  own 
hiftory  more  efpecially  it  appears,  that 
civil  and  religious  oppreffion  rife  and 
fall  together. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  that  noble 
fpirit  which  of  late  years  hath  ap- 
peared in  this  nation  ;  a  fpirit  of  free 
enquiry,  and  careful  fearch  after  truth  : 
The  confequences  of  it  will,  we 
hope,  be  happy  and  glorious  to  our 
country. 

That  God  Almighty  may  long  pre- 
fcrve  your  life  ^  and  as  you  increafe  in 
years,   that  you   may  advance  in  wif- 

dom 
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dom  and  goodnefs  j  and  be  eternally 
happy  hereafter  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
righteous,  is  the  fincere  wi(h  and 
hearty  prayer  of, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  Obedient y 


London, 

January  30, 

1750. 


Humble  Servattt^ 


Richard  Baron. 
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PREFACE. 


HESE  Volumes  made  their  firjl 
appearance  fome  years  ago^  in 
feparate  publications  ;  when^  in 
general^  they  were  well  received 
by  the  friends  of  truth  a7td  liberty,  many  of 
whom  exprejfed  their  high  approbation  of  the 
ivork^  and  greatly  promoted  the  f ale. 

That  they  are  now  repuUifbed  is  owing  to 
their  fcarciiy^  and  to  the  continued  demand  for 
them. 

At  the  fame  time  I  have  taken  occafton  of 
enriching  the  work  with  additional  traMs^  to 
render  it  ft  ill  more  compleat :  and  I  hope  thefe 
additions  will  be  found  equally  injlru^live  and 
entertaining  to  the  reader. 

But  left  the  pur  chafers  of  this  new  edition 
fhould  apprehend  any  future  publication^  with 
farther  iynprovements  -,  1  here  declare^  that 
as  this  edition  is  the  beft,  //  fJoall  be  the  lad 
from  my  Hands, 
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Cordials  Jhculd  net  be  made  too  cheapo  cr 
"  too  commo?i  :    therefor^  let  thefe  volumes  he 
confecrated  to  the  delight  and  entertainment  cf 
the  difcerning  few. 

Sic  volo. 
The  jirjl  end  fropojed  in  making  this  col- 
leSfion  was  to  prejervs  from  oblivion  Mr. 
Gordon'j  tra5fs^  whoje  merits  as  a  writer^ 
will  be  confejfed  by  all  candid  men^  and  com- 
feteitt  judges.  Our  langtiage  is  much  indebted 
io  him  fer  many  excellent  produ^ions.  The 
Independent  Whig,  Cato'j  letters,  the  Hu- 
moriil,  the  tranftation  of  Tacitus,  and 
difcQurfes  on  that  author.,  to  which  may  be 
added  the  difcourfes  on  Sallufi:  ;  are  7ioble  ^ 
monuments  of  his  genius.^  and  will  iranfmit 
his  name .  with  honour  to  pojierity. 

That  the  trails  afcribed  to  him  in  the  firfl: 
'volume  of  this  colle5fion  (and  to  thoje  only  have 
I  put  his  name)  were  really  written  by  him^  is 
well  known  to  fome  of  his  intimate  friends  fiill 
living. 

The  two  apologies  for  Cardinal  Alberoni 
jirft  recommended  him  to  the  favour  and  friend- 
Jloip  of  Mr.  1  renchardj  from  which  he  reap- 
ed fuch  great  advantages.     See  his  preface  to 
Cato'j  letters. 

In  Mr.  CollinsV  catalogue  {a  book  fiill  etc- 
tant  in  the  libraries  of  the  curious)  thefe  trails 

are 
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are  afcribcd  to  Mr.  Goi'don  :  and  from  the 
tra5f^enhtled^  rhe  charadlerof  anlndv"pend(^nc 
Whig  '(zvhicb  v:as_puhHjljcd  before  the  ijjeckly 
paper  tinder  that  name)  he  bcrroived  fc-vsrat 
paragraphs  ;  as  the  reader  ivill  fee  by  compa- 
ring that  tra^  ivith  the  forty  firji  number  of 
//^^  Independent  Whig,  voiAl. 

Moreover,^  it  is  known  to  me,  that  Mr, 
Gordon  hirnfelf  had  a  dejign  of  republifAng 
thefe  tra5fs^  and  of  addiyig  them  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Whig  \  which^  with  fuch  additions 
as  he  intended  would  have  madie  a  fifth  volume- 
of  that  valuahle  work  :  but  in  this  dejtgn  he 
was  prevented  by  death, 

I  only  add,  that  if  any  doubt  flill  remains 
concerning  this  matter,  the  curious  reader  may 
fatisfy  himfelf  by  writing  to  Mr.  GordonV 
fon,  a  learned  and  eminent  counfellor  in  Ja- 
maica ;  and  long  may  he  live,  andfiourifh,  for 
hi ^  father'' s  fake  I 

I  am  forry  that  I  cannot  gratify  the  reader'' s 
curiojity  with  the  names  of  all  other  writers  in 
this  .  work.  After  the  mofi  exa5l  enquiry^  I 
have  not  been  able  to  get  any  certain  informa- 
tion concerning  them  :  and  the  reafon  of  fuch 
writers  concealing  their  names  will  appear  to 
every  man,  who  confiders  the  danger  of  at- 
tacking  priefl  craft  and  facer  dotal  heraldry,  or 
of  oppofing  opinions  that  have  wealth  and  pO'- 
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wer  on  their  Jide,  Fezv  men  have  the  ccuragt; 
to  fd  their  names  to  fiich  writings^  as  thereby 
they  will  expo fe  themfelves  to  the  refentment 
and  malice  of  bigots  a7id  wrongheads,  a  nil-., 
merous  tribe fiill  fiourijJoing  in  the  midji  of  us. 
But  it  is  of  no  importance  to  know  who  were 
the  writers^  as  names  can  add  no  worth  to 
zvritings,  nor  give  weight  to  arguments. 

I  have  taken  no  liberty  to  make  alterations, 
in  a7iy  paffage^  as  fome  fqucamiOi  readers, 
might  have  wifhed^  hut  haze  printed  every. 
tre^tl-  according  to  its  original. 

Some   notes  I  have  added^  where  1  judged- 
them  neceffary  for  the  information  of  certain 
readers  :  and,  a  remarkable  note  will  be  found, 
vii  Whifton'i  trial)  for  which   I  expeb  the- 
iurfes  of  many.     But  Ifhall  he  happy  if  that 
note  induces  the  reader  to  a  careful  perufal. 
of  the  hooks  there  recommended  \  as  fuch  peru- 
fal cannot  fail  of  anfweri?2g  my  defign.     If  the 
reader  is  a  Chriilian  upon  miftaken  principles^ 
from  thence  he  may  take  occafion.to  retlify  his 
faith^    and  reduce  it  within  priinitive    and 
i^pojiolk  hounds:    if  be  is  a  difbeliever  in- 
Chriftianity,  at  leaf:  he  will  fee  what  great 
injufiice  hath  been  done  the  Chriflian  Religiony 
hy  loading  it  with  abfurdities  and  impcffibili'- 
ties. 
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I'bere  are  hut  few  religions^  if  ^^^y^  that  in. 
length  of  time  have  not  varied  from  their  ori- 
ginal :  and  thiSy  perhaps,  is  ?nore  true  of 
Chriftianity  than  of  any  other  religion  ;  the 
faith  ^/rrvoclern  Chrillians  /;/  ?np.ny  articles  be- 
ing no  more  the  faith  ofthefirfi  converts^  than 
Popery  is  Chriilianity. 

Monfbrofities  can  never  he  ohje5fs  of  faith  ^. 
nor  what  is  repugnant  to  reafon  he  the  revela- 
tion of  God.  Tranfubftantiacion  has  the  kt- 
ie?'  of  fcripture  to  f upper t  it,  this  is  my 
body  i  hut  eternal  generation  and  fonPaip 
are  do5irines  without  all  fupport  from  fcrip- 
ture, 

That  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  the  Meffiah,  the 
fon  of  God,  (which  are  na?nes  fynonimous) 
the  fcriptures  teach^  and  they  confirm  the  truth 
hy  miracles  and  -prophecy.  But  the  Son  of 
God  is  a  title  of  dignity  and  ojpce,  and  the 
phrafe  is  ahifcd^  when  it  is  made  to  fignify  a 
fon  begotten  before  all  worlds,  or  a  fon 
exifiing  from  eternity  :  or  indeed,  exifling  he- 
fore  his  mother'' s  conception, 

The  man  Chrift  Jefus  /j  the  fon  of  God  : 
He  is  that  fon  who  waspromifed  to  Adam,  ta 
Abraham,  and  to  David  ;  and  in  him  were 
fulfilled  all  the  predi5lions  of  the  prophets. 

He  is  the  beloved  fon,  or,  as  Johh^  Jlyles 
him,  the  only    begotten  fon,  that  is,    the 
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fon  mqft  highly  favoured^  moft  dearly  beloved  ; 
and  by  whom  God  hathjhewn  his  good  will  and 
grace  to  men. 

The  man  Chrifl  Jefns  is  the  fon  of  man  : 
that  is,  he  is  the  mojl  excellent  of  men^  their 
lord  and  chiefs  to  whom  God  hath  given  do- 
minion and  authority  over  all  mankind^  and 
conftituted  judge  of  the  world. 

Who  fhould  be  cur  lord,  but  one  made  in  all 
things  like  unto  us  ?  who  fo  fit  to  be  our  judge  ^ 
as  one  of  the  fame  nature  with  our  f elves  ?~  It 
'  were  firange  indeed,  to  fuppcfe  a  being  of  a 
different  nature  from  men,  to  be  made  the  Sa- 
viour, lord  and  judge  of  men  I 

Revelation  accords  with  reafon  in  this  mat-' 
ter  ;  and  the  ads  of  the  Apoftles  clearly 
fijezv,  that  the  rno7if  reus  faith  of  many  mo- 
dern Chriftians  in  this  article  was  unknown 
both  /^  Jewifh  ^;^^  Gentile  converts.  T'here 
is  not  one  word  of  it  in  all  the  preaching  of 
the  apojiles.  Read  the  A6is,  and  believe  your 
own  eyes. 

After  a  long  hani foment  the  truth  is  re- 
turned-^ and  it  has  appeared  in  fuch  bright- 
nefs  and  Jlrength  as  to  cover  the  followers  of 
Arius  with  fhame  and  confujion.  All  the  texts 
formerly  alledged  tofupport  the  pre-exiftence 
of  Chrifl,  are  now  found  to  be  impertinent 
and  infufficient.     Our  lord's  humanity  // 

eft  a-* 
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ejlahlijhed  heycnd  all  raticnal  contradiBion  : 
multitudes  have  embraced  the  precious  truth  ;. 
converts  are  daily  making  to  it  -,  and  A  * 
RiANS  are  ajionijhed  and  amazed^  like  owls 
and  bats  at  the  opening  cf  meridian  beams. 

Here  is  warning  to  all  uien^  ?tot  to  pr  oft  rat  a 
their  reafon  on  pretence  of  believing  divine  re- 
velation,  but  to  examine  thirgs  with  care,. 
and  to  fufpe5i  the  truth  of  whatever  has  the 
appearance  ^^/abfurdity  :  fince  it  is  manifejly 
that  whole  ages  have  believed  in  a  ftrange 
Chrift,  fuch  as  the  fcriptures  know  nothing  ofy 
and  been  taught  to  regard  that  as  a  my  fiery,. 
which  is  a  mere  fable, 

All  this  aroje  from  Chrifiians  negleSiing  the 
moft  exprefs  command  of  OmJl\  to  call  no^ 
man  father  or  mailer  upon  earth  in  7natters 
of  religion  :  and  for  fuch  contempt  of  his  aii^ 
thority^  God  in  jufl  judgment  gave  them  de- 
luding doElors^  blind  guides^  men  who  were- 
ignorant  of  Chriftianity  in  its  fir  ft  principles, 

'Thofe  that  have  affumed  dcminion  and  au^ 
thority  in  matters  offaith^  that  have  claimed 
a  right  to  interpret  the  fcriptures y  and  to  im- 
pofe  their  interpretations  on  the  Chriftian 
worlds  have  made  a  proper  ufe  of  fuch  ufurp^- 
ed  authority  :  they  have  taught  and  propaga-^ 
ted  the  moft  fhocking^  beaftly^  and  abominable 
o'^inion  that  ever  entered  the  mind  of  many  viz,^ 

A  5  that; 
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/^/2/ a  Son  of  God,  exilling  from  etemityj, 
and  who  made  all  worlds^  left  his  heavenly, 
throne,  became  a  fpeck,  and  lay  in  the 
womb  of  a  virgin*  :  which  in  -monjirqfity. 
exceeds  all  that  ever  poets  feigned^  all  that 
Ravages  have  ever  believed :  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  prieftly  inven-^ 
tion  to  mock  and  deride  the  reafon  of  human 
kind:  in  fhort^  the  Jockeys  of  Nice  have 
far  out  done  all  facer  dotal  rogues  from  the  be-: 
ginning  of  the  world, 

Nor  is  this  the  only  thing  wherein  the  re-^- 
ligion  of  Chrift  hath  hem  misfgured  and  de-^- 
faced :  fcarcdy  one  point  of  fait  h^  as  profeffed,: 
and  taught  in  any  national  churchy,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fcriptures.^    hut  every  thing  is- 
difiorted  and  mifreprefented  :    to  fay  nothing 
<j///^^  hierarchy,  prelacy,  ^/^^  church  pow- 
er, with  their  appurtenances  and  tackle^  ^■ 
of  them  as  contrary  to  Chriflianity  as  fodomy 
is  to  nature-:. 

The 


*  I  have  no  inclination  to.trfafe  thisfubje<f!l  ludjcroufly ;  butas  fhe. 
hbnour  and  credit  of  xhz  Chrijiian  religion  will  be  much  affe£led 
by  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  this  matter,  I  befeech  all  ifiearfiaiion- 
dsBors  fcrioufly  to  confider  what  Dr.  Lardnerha.th  faid  in  his  let- 
ter on  the  Logos,  page  23.  I  forbear  mentisn'wg  fome  things,  ivhich 
appear  to  me  confs^uences  from  the  Logos  (in  the  Arian  fenje  of  thai  • 
ten}] J  being  the  Soul  of  our  hleJJ'ed  Saviour.  Andy  as  they  are  not- 
vientioned^  they  weed  not  affect  you,  unless  they- 
SHOULD  OCCUR  TO  YOUR  THOUGHTS*  Oh!  that  all  doftots 
were  like  him,  or,  that  there  never  had  been  anydoi^ors^,. 
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^he  free  manner  wherein  thefe  things  are 
mentioned^  will  probably  cffend  fame  weak  and 
good  minds  :  but  zvkat  then  ?  muft  we  for 
that  reafon  fttffer  the  frripfures  to  be  pervert- 
ed^ and  ChrijHanity  to  be  mifreprefentedt  till 
it  become  altogether  incredible  to  men  of  better 
heads  ?  On  the  contrary^  is  it  not  a  kind  of- 
fice to  reollfy  rniflakes^  and  to  remove  thofe 
prejudices^  thoje  eftablifned  abfurdides,  by 
which  many  are  led  into  ijifidelity^  and.  con- 
firmed  in  it  ? 

Chriftianity^     as   reprefented  in    national 
churches^  and  by  moft  fe5fs  that  prof efs  it,  is. 
the  great  eft  infult  that  was  ever  offered  to  hu- 
man reafon  :    and  if  abfwrdities,    contradict 
tionSy  and  impoffibilities  are  made  its  founda- 
tion, we  have  no  rules  by  which  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  the  vileft  impofture. 
^  All  revelation  ft ands  upon  the  foot  of  7tatu-: 
ral  religion,  and  fuppofes  it.      Beware  then, 
O  Chri-ftians,  left  ye  father  en  the  fcriptures 
doolrines  contrary  to  natural  religion  I 

Have  we  any  rule  whereby  to  judge  of  re- 
velation, but  reafon  ?  Can  we  judge  of  the 
fcriptures  without  reafon,  or  believe  without 
the  exercife  of  our  underftanding  ?  If  the 
fcriptures  teach  things  contrary  to  reafon,  and 
repugnant  to  all  human  undefftanding, .  muft 
they  not  be  reje^ed? 
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Tbe  negative  of  thefe  quejlions  will  infer 
that  all  religions  are  alike  \  and  of  tradition- 
ary revelations  we  are  left  at  full  liberty  to> 
chufe  that^  which  appears  moji  beneficial  ta 
human  fociety^  Jince  none  of  them  can  pretend 
to  divine  authority  more  than  the  refi^  hut  in 
that  refpeU  are  all  on  a  level, 

^hefe  reafonings  can  never  affe^  the  truth 
of  Chrifiianity  with  ?nen  that  underfland  the 
fcriptures^  but  they  are  unanfwerable  objec- 
tions to  its   divine  authority^    when  abfurd 
doctrines  are  fathered  on  the  Jcriptures. 

Therejor^  if  we  have  difcovered  that  many 

texts  offcripture  have  been  mifunderfiood^  and 

in  confequence  of  fuch  mifinterpretation^   that 

do5lrines  abhorrent  to  reafon  and  altogether 

incredible  have  been  taught  as  the  doFi:rines  of 

divine  revelation  •,    is  it  not  our  duty  to  tell 

men  fo^    and  to  puUifh  our  difccveries  to  the 

world  ?    Verily^  a  covjiflent  belief  of  divine 

revelation^  and  a  reverence  for  the  great  and 

holy  name  of  God  requires  this  at  our  hands  : 

we  hereby  rend^er  faith  in  his  ivord  more  eafy^ 

we  remove  the  caufes  of  unbelief  in  many^  by 

pewing  that  the  Chriftian  faith  is  rational^ 

that  God  makes  it  our  duty  to  believe  nothing 

but  what  is  adequate  to  human  underflandtng  : 

where^as  to  fmother  the  truths  and  to  hand 

dotvn  errors  and  abfurdities  to  pofterity-,  be- 

caufe: 
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eanfe  they  were  received  in  our  age^  and  had. 
the  fanLlion  of  human  authority  \  this  coii/ifts 
nvt  with  a  love  of  God  or  man  ;.  this  confirms 
many  in  iyifidelity  \  this  were  a  ready  way  to. 
make  men  think  all  revelation  to  be  human  im- 
pofture, 

I  hope  thefe  arguments  will  he  a  fufficient 
apology  for  the  great  freedom  I  have  ufed  on 
this  Jubje^  i  which  proceeds  fimply  and  pur e- 
ly  from  a  pyve  of  truths  and  not  from  a  party 
fpirit^  or  from  rancour  and  bitternefs  to  any 
mnn,  or  to  any  fet  of  men  whatfoever, 

I  profefs  my  J  elf  to  be  a  real  believer  in  thg 
divine  authority  of  the  fcriptureSy  arid  I  am 
mo  ft  zealous  for  the  credit  and  fupport  of 
Chriftianity  in  the  world.  But  at  the  fame 
time  I  declare^  and  I  judge  it  my  duty  as  a 
Chriilian  to  declare^  that  I  ca'nnot  affent  to 
the  creed  d?/ Athanafius,  or  of  Ariu5,  or  of 
the  Nicean  council  s  all  which  appear  to  me 
to  be  abfurd^  and  inipcffble  to  be  true^  and 
equally  inco7ififlent  with  reafon  and  revelation. 

And  although  the  horrid  wickednefs  and 
luxury  of  this  age  hath  been  one  principal 
caufc  of  the  great  infidelity  now  prevailing,  at 
the  fame  time  I  know.^  that  many  have  re- 
je&ed  Chriftianity  on  account  of  the  abfurd 
doStrines  that  are  taught  and  blended  with  it. 
All  men  do  not  ufe  their  reafon  in  things  of 

religion  \. 
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religion  V  ^^^^  I'^^ofe  that  do,  will  not  readily 
believe  that  to  he  divine^  which  fioocks  their 
tindcrjlandmg^  and  cdntradiSl-s  the  firfi  prin- 
ciples: of  natural  religion. 

Men  may  write  'in  defence  of  Chrijlianity^ 
and  produce  arguments  unanfwerable  in  vin-^ 
di  cat  ion  of  it^    but  what  will  fuch  ai'giimsnts 
and  laboured  defences  avail,    when  a  hierar- 
chy is  fet  up.  and  maintained  in  the  Chriitian 
church,  in  fat  oppofttion  to  the  precept  and 
pattern  cf  Chriit  Jefus  ?    A  hierarchy,    the 
race  and  lineage  of  that  great  fcarlet  whore,. 
which  hath  corrupted  the  earth  with  her  for-" 
nication  I 

In  like  manner^  when  Chrifiian  do5iors  teach 
the  people  to  believe  and  adore  what  they  can- 
not underftand,  a  trinity  in  unity,  and  threa- 
ten them  with  damnation  on  refifal ;  can 
men  that  exercife  their  reafon,  believe  this  to 
he  a  revelation  from  the  God  of  all  truth  and 
grace  ?  ' 

Doth  not  all  nature  affure  us  that  God  is 
one  ?  And  did  not  Chrift  Jefus,  that  great 
prophet  of  God,  confirm  the  truth,  faying^. 
There  is  one  God,  and  no  more  ?  If  the 
Chriftian  world  hath  been  led  into  error  in 
this  great  and  fundamental  article,  are  Chrif- 
tians  never  to  he  fet  right  ?  Indignation  ri- 
fes  at.  the  thought  of  fuch  monftrQUs  perver- 

fiony 
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Jwn,  Jtich  abominable  corruption  cf  all  reli- 
gion !  'Therefor^  I  f^y-,  l^^  the  h\tv2LXQ\\y  bt 
demolijhedy  and  the  trinity  be  kicked  out  of 
doors. 

To  do  the  former-,  may  he  thought  a  hard 
worky  if  not  impoffMe  :  hut  what  hath  late- 
ly  happened  to  the  J^fuits  in  Portugal  and- 
France,  is  a  happy  omen  of  the  like  glorious 
events  in  this  free  country,  '  And  I  venture 
to  prophefy^  that  the  day  will  fhortly  come 
when  their  whole  Ba  BZh  fhall  he  pulled  down 
by  the  mighty  hand  of  truth  and  liberty^ 

The  eyes  of  many  are  opened  ;  almofl  all 
men  complain  of  great  wafie  and  fuperfiuity  in 
the  national  church  \  they  declare  for  a  more 
eqtial  divifion^  for  a  competent  maintenoMce^ , 
without  pomp  and  wealth  ;  as  the  latter  never 
did  ferve^  never  can  ferve  the  inter  efts  of  true 
religion  :  »— —  and  what  re?nains,  will  help 
to  pay  off  the  national  debt. 

As  to  theTvmitj^moft  reafonahle  men  agree 
in  rej^^i^^i  ii  •  ^wi  both  the  peculiar  opinion 
of  Arius,  and  the  creed  of  the  Nicean  coun- 
cil^ are  nozv  dif covered  to  have  no  founda- 
tion in  fcripture.  The  late  learned  D7\ 
Clarke,  who  laboured  with  great  honour  and 
fuccefs  in  refnoving  much  religious  ruhhifh^  and 
many  ah  fur  d  doutrines  and  ex-plications  of 
fcripture-i  hath  in  this  matter  been  found  to 

have 


XVI  P  R  E  F  A  C  E.' 

have  miftaken  the.  meaning  of  fome  texts,  inta 
which  mifiake  he  was  led  b^  the  'prejudices  of 
education..  In  jhorty  the  Arian  fcheme  is 
built  only  on  a  few  texts^  fuch  as  are  equivocal^ 
and  whofe  meaning  may  be  litigated  ;  not  to 
fay  on  fome^  whofe  authority  may  be  difputed : 
Whereas  the  humanity  of  Christ  is 
folidly  eflahlijhed  by  texts  innumerable^  and 
flands  on  the  united  evidence  ofreafon  a?id  re- 
velcition* 

^he  HUMANITY  has  been  the  general  belief 
of  rational  Chrijlians^  of  fuch  as  difiinguifhed 
themfelves  by  a  Spirit  of  enquiry  ^  witnefs  the 
ever-  memorable  Mr .  Hales  of  Eton,  themofi 
learned  Dr.  Jeffery^/ Norwich,  the  lateexcel- 
lent  Br,  Benjamin  Hoadly,  BifbopofWmchd- 
ter  3  with  others  that  might  be  mentioned  i 
to  fay  nothing  of  the  great  eft  divines  in  foreign 
churches^  who  bore  their  teftimony  to  this 
truth  :  ^nd  had  not  the  late  Dr.  Clarke,  by  - 
his  great  judgment  in  other  thnngs^  given  a 
fort  ofjan5tion  to  the  Arian  hyppthefis.,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  many  alrnoft  precluded  all  exami- 
nation of  the  fcriptures  i  this^  great  contr over- 
ly had  been  long  ago   determined  in  favour 

'^ of   the  HUMANITY. 

^ut   the  brighteft  and  fulkft  manifeftation 
of  this  glorious  truth  fcems  to  have  been  re- 

ferved. 
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ferved  by  providence  for  the  honour  cf  this 
■  age^  and  as  a  moft  powerful  check  to  the 
growth  of  infidelity  -,  fuch  evidences  of  the 
humanity  ^/Chriil  Jefus  having  been  lately 
produced  as  many  former  ages  zvere  unacquaint- 
ed with.  For  my  meaning  I  refer  the  curious 
reader  to  Mr  Lowman'j  tradls^  zvhere  he 
will  find  the  Arians  beaten  out  of  the  main 
forti  which  they  had  long  held ;  vjhence  of 
nscejfity  they  are  driven  to  give  up  the  refi, 

Mr,  Lo wman  led  the  way^  demolifhing  the 
outworks  of  the  enemy  \  Dr,  'L.d.vdn^v  follow - 
ed,  and  cleared  the  field.  No  anfwer  has  ap-- 
pear ed  to  their  writings  en  this  fuhje^  :  no  an- 
fwer can  be  given,  Dr,  Chandler  hath  ccn- 
feffed^  he  cannot  anfwer  Mr,  Low  man  :  and 
ifht  cannoty  who  can  ? 

All  reafoJiahU  men  have  nozv  declared  for 
the  HUMANITY  ;,  Arianifm  having  no  advo- 
cates but  among  fuch  as  never  examined  the 
matter^  the  fons  of  abfurdtty^  and  the  lovers  of 
contradiMion  :  men  whofe  pride  is  engaged  to 
defend  what  they  have  formerly  advanced  and 
afferted  ;  and  whofe  oppojition  to  the  truth 
feems  to  arife  from  hence,  that  they  were  not 
fo  happy  as  to  dif cover  it^  and  who  want  the 
modefty  to  confefs  themfelves  miftaken :  in  floor  P^, 
men  to  whom  may  be  applied  the  well  known, 
words  of  Qyiyi TILT  AN,  Muki  ad    fapienti- 

aju 
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am  pervenire  potuiiTent,  nifi  fejam  perve^ 
niile  putafTent :  that  is^  many  might  have 
been  wife  men^  had  they  not  thought  themfelves 
already  fo  :  and  I  add^  men^  who  care^iotto 
what  [corn  they  eyspofe  the  facred  writings^  if 
they  can  hut  fecure  themfdves  and  their  own 
notions  from  contempt  Mifer  able /inner s  I  we 
-pray  for  you. 

Perhaps  the  reader  will  think  that  I  have 
dwelt  too  long  on  this  fubje^i^  but  its  great 
importance  is  my  excufe :  and^  I  conclude  this 
article  with  obferving^  that  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
predl5led  this  refloration  of  primitive  truths  in 
thofe  memorable  words  to  Mr,  Hay^^ies',^  the 
time  will  come,  when  the  dodrine  of 
the  incarnation  as  commonly  received, 
fhall  be  exploded  as  an  abfqrdity  equal   to 

tr^f- 


*  Hopton  Hayttesj  Efq.  who  was  author  of  Several  writings  well 
known  to  the  curious  ;  he  ferved  many  years  in  the  Mint-Ojjice 
under  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  and  at  the  tinne  of  his  death  had  a  place 
in  the  Exchequer,  (I  think  he  died  in  the  year  J749.)  He  was  the 
moft  zealous  unitarian  I  ever  knew  :  and  in  a  converfation  with 
him  on  that  fubjeft,  he  told  me  that  Sir  IJaac  Nenvton  did  net  be- 
lieve out  Lord's  pre-exiftence,  being  a  SociniaTi)  as  we  call  it,  in  that 
article  5  that  Sir  Ifaac  rr.uch  lamented  Mr>  darkens  embracing 
Arianifni,  which  opinion  he  feared  had  been,  and  ftill  would  be, if 
maintained  by  learned  men,  a  great  obftrudlion  to  the  progrefs  of 
Chriflianity.  Note.  No  man  had  fearched  the  fcriptures  more 
than  Sir  Ifaac  Neivtorty  or  underftood  them  better  :  and  if  men 
will  fet  up  vames  for  authorities  in  tl^is  mstter,  we  have  thegreateji 
nana  on  our  fide  \ 
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tranfubftantiation  !  thanks  he  to  God  !  we  fee 
the  day, 

TANDEM  TRIUMPHANS. 

Having  cleared  the  ft  age  of  ahfiirdities  in 
faiths  and  demolifJoed  our  creed-mongers,  1 
now  judge  it  yiece^ary  to  vindicate  my  f elf  from 
a  hafe  impitation  of  falfJjood. 

In  the  preface  to  a  former  edition  of  this 
work  I  told  the  following  ftory  of  Dr.  Co-. 
dcx*  :-^that  during  the  time  of  his  lording  it 
over  Lincoln,  he  had  excited  and  caufed  more 
profecutions  in  that  diocefe^  for  tythes  and 
other  eccleftaftic  demands^  than  there  had  been 
from  the  refonnation  down  to  his  day  :  and.  I 
faid^  that  I  had  received  this  account  from  a 
gentleman  who  never  told  a  lie, 

I'he  truth  of  this  ftory  was,  then  warmly  con- 
tefted  by  Dr.  W.  ivbo  having  r>iarried  a 
daughter  of  Coditx  thought  him f elf  bound  to  vin-. 
dicate  his  characier,'  But  how  did  he  di [prove 
the  ftory? — ■ — by  denying  it,,  and  calling  me  a 
liar.  Poor  man  I  was  a  charge  offuch  high 
7jature  to  be  removed  by  a  ftmple  denial^  when 
the  fal/Jjood.  of  it  Jhotdd  have  been  proved  by 

authentic 


*  Dr,  Codex,  a  name  given  to  Dr.  Gibfony  a  late  Bjfhop  of 
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authentic  vouchers^  the  I'ecords  of  that  dio- 
cefe  ?  the  friends  and  admirers  of  Dr.  Codex 
had  it  in  their  power  to  know  the  truth  of  this 
fiery  by   confulting    thcfe  records  \  and  they 
have  [till  the  fame  materials  to  confute  it^  if 
falfcy   and  to  flah  my  reputation  for  ever.     I 
knew  too  well  the  great  honour  and  integrity  of 
the  gentleman  upon  whofe  authority  I  told  the 
flory^  to  he  in  any^  doubt   about  the   truth  of 
it  :  and  I  am  willing  that  afiri£f  fearch  he 
made  into  the  fa^  alledged^  by  examining  the 
hooks  in  the  public  office  of  that  diocefe  :  yea 
farther  \  to  give    Dr.    W.    all  pofjible  ad- 
vantage in   this  matter^  at  the  foot  of  the 
page  ^  he  will  fee  a  najne  not  unknown  to  him^. 
whofe  wearer  is  capable  of  determining  this 
difputein  a  moment. 

During  the  ti?ne  of  thefe  profecutions  the 
hijJoop  zvas  compiling  his  book^  his  body  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  law,  and  then  great  was  the  cry  of 
opprefjionin  divers  parts  of  the  nation-^  the  mofi 
expenflve  and  vexatious  methods  were  perfued^ 
imprifonment  or  fequejlration  followed  for  the 
fmalleft  matters^  and  new  demands  were  ftill 
made  •,  the  quakers  were  trampled  under  foot 
as  mirCy  and  the  church  rode  triumphant 
ever  alljuftice  and  humanity.     Such  infatiable 

avarice^ 


«  The    Reverend   Wii'lara   PcnJUbury,   Reflor  of  BurjUxr^, 
in  the  county  of  27/;/:. 
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avarice^  fuch  mercilefs  cruelty  reigned  in  the 
heart  of  Gibfon  \  ! 

As  an  aggravation  of  fuch  unholy^  fuch 
ungodly^  fuch  damnable  and  diabolical  doings^ 
they  were  pretended  to  be  for  fupporting  the 
church  of  Chriii  !  F/ith  equal  juftice  might 
robberies  and  cut  "throats  pretend  to  be  his  mi" 
nifters  and  ambaffadcrs  I 

IJhouId  be  partial^  if  Inegle5fed  this  occa- 
Jlon  of  obferving^  that  ike  prcud^  prieflly^ 
dojnineering  fpirtt  was  not  peculiar  to  Gibfon : 
more  modern  times  can  fhew  a  prelate^  whofe 
headfeems  intoxicated  zvith  notions  of  facer  dotal 
power  ^  and  his  heart  full  fraught  with  a  fpirtt 
cf  perfecution.  A  laie  Bifhop  of  Oxford  gave 
this  advice  to  his  clergy^  not  to  renounce 
thofe  powers  wliich  the  gofpel  had  given 
them  :  and  not  to  recede  from  any  of 
thofe  privileges  derived  from  human  au- 
thority. The  Prelate  1  mean  has  for 
many  years'  been  a  great  fupporter  of 
churchnianfhip  and  orthodoxy  :  whom  the 
offer  of  a  golden  prebend  at  Durham, 
with  comrnendams^  and  the  more  diftant 
profpe^  of   mitres^    thrones^    and  domina- 

tionSy 

"l  To  know  Bifhop  Gibfon  s  true  character,  I  refer  the  reader 
to  Mr,  Whijioni  Memoirs  of  bis  civn  Lijej  the  iirft  edition,  ivitb- 
out  the  (ofraiicnSf 
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jion^  firft  reconciled  to  myfteries^  and  eecle- 
Jiaftical  riddles y  to  trip  erf onality  and  hyper- 
Jiatical  union  \  yea^  to  the  whole  mafs  of  ah* 
furdities^  he  had  formerly  ridiculed  and  de- 
fpifed  :  whofe  converjion  to  Chriftianity  was 
fo  fudden  and  quick,  that  fome  of  his  friends 
.pretended  it  was  miraculous  and  extraordi- 
nary \  that  he  was  called  hy  a  fingular  a5l 
of  grace  ;  hut  whether  hy  a  perfonal  appear- 
ance of  Jefus,  (which  fome  of  our  Met  ho- 
■difis  jpeak  of)  w  hy  fome  powerful  impref- 
fion  on  his  mind^  they  did  not  tell  the  world, 
■For  my  part^  I  helieve  his  call  was  from 
eying  the  rich  rohes  at  Durham  *,  as  he 
hath  always  manifefted  a  great  love  of  pomp 
and  ftaie.  But  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
his  fuhfequent  life  and  lahours  have  hcen  full 
of  zeal  for  the  church.  How  happy  isjt 
for  our  church,  that  wealth  and  honour  are 
.'tacked  to  its  creeds  !  what  afirong  fupport  I 
■  what  numerous  advocates,  what  huge  vo- 
lumes, hath  this  fortunate  circumfiance  pro- 
duced !  IVere  reafon  and  truth  the  way  to 
worldly  dignity  and  honour,  what  would  he- 

.    ^  come 


»  The  Robes  of  the  frehetidaries  at  Durham  are  fuperb  and  rich 
beyond  any  thing  to  be  feen  \nfofifh  countries.  There  is  a  fay- 
ing of  a  Scots  gentleman  on  feeing  thofe  fine  dre/les,  that  the 
•wfjore  of  Babylon  luentfrom  thence  in  a  great  kufry^  for  ikatpe  bad 
left  all  her  trumpery  behind  her. 
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come  of  our  creeds  ?  I  fear  that  yieither  the 
creed  cf  Athanafius,  nor  of  Arius,  ncr  of 
the  Nicean  councily  would  have  any  advo- 
cates  :  and  as  for  myfteries,  there  would  - 
not  be  one  left.  Verily^  the  church  would 
he  flript  cf  all  her  ornaments  ! 

But  let  us  briefly  examine  the  contents  of 
his  f age  advice  to  the  clergy,  'They  ?nujl  not 
renounce  thoie  pov/ers  which  the  Gofpel 
hath  given  them  !  /  folernnly  declare ^  that 
in  the  fcripttires  I  can  find  no  power y  nor  au- 
thority given  to  any  men^  except  the  apofiles^ 
who  had  fpecial  gifts  to  confirm  and  at t eft 
their  miffion  from  Jefus  :  and  therefor  I  con- 
clude^ that  all  commiffons  to  preach  the  Gof- 
pel^ to  teach  authoritatively ,  and  to  baptize 
the  nations y  terminated  in  them.  Have  we 
any  word  of  God  hut  zvhat  they  publifhed  to 
the  worlds  and  left  in  their  writings  ?  Pri- 
thee^ then^  ^ ,  teach 

not  the  clergy  to  affume  the  title  of  ambaffa- 
dours  or  minifiers  of  Jefus  -,  fince  all  fucb 
titles  and  pretenjtons  to  fucceffion  and  autho- 
rity are  mere  mimicry^  and  will  expofe  thee 
and  thy  clergy  to  contempt. 

But  the  worfi  is  fiill  behind Recede 

not  from  any  of  thofe  privileges  derived 
from  human  authority.  What  I  muft  they 
maintain  their  privileges^  whether  ufeful  or 

hurtful 
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hurtful  to   Society  ?     Legal  privileges   will 
hardly  fiitisfy  a  wife  and  good  man^  hut  he 
-  will  conjider  the  natural  jufiice  and  equity  of 
them,  and  their  confiftency  with  other  men's 
rights  and  privileges.      If  out  of  the  abun- 
dance of    the  heart  the  inouth  fpeaketh, 
u'bat  but  a  corrupt^  uvetous^   frond  heart 
could  diofdte  fuch  advice  as  this  ?  How  fad  a 
thing  is  it^  that  fuch  poif on  floould  come  from 
the  tongue  and  pen  of  a  Chriftian  ?    How 
ou^ht  we,  to  rend  our  garments  at  hearing  cf 
fuch  ad%Hce  ?    ^^he  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  is 
"" wholly  unknown    to    fuch   men  :     they   are 
wolves  in  fheeps  cloathing,    the  miniffers  of 
antichrifl,  who  under  the  colour  and  pretence 
of  religion',  are  driving  on  a  trade  for  this 
worlds    and  making  the  gofpel  an  engine  for 
profit  and  pride  and  ambition.     Maintain  all 
your  privileges,    quoth  he,    whether  honefily 
^ot,  or  knavifhly  come  hy  I    Are  thefe  then 
the  fruits  of  your  liberal  education,    of  your 
lear7ting'i  and  your  ftudies,  to  defend  any  thing 
rio-hi  or  wrong  P    How  can  opprejfve  privi- 
le^esy    cind  wicked  laws  be  aboltfhed,    when 
[uchnienfludytQ  maintain  and  fupport  them  P 
Are  thefe  the  men,  whofe  prcfefjion  arJ  bu- 
finefs  it  is  to  lead  others  to  peace  and  holt* 
nefs  \    to  teach  humility  andniceknefs,    and 
to  be  patterns  of  all  goodnefs  ?    How  to  re- 

concile 
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reconcile fucb  advice  to  the  go  [pel  ofQhxx^^and 
the  great  defign  of  his  religion^  is  out  of  my 
'power.  Indeed^  fuch  men  may  believe  in 
Chrift,  and  they  may  keep  fo  many  of  his 
commandments  as  are  neceffary  to  cover  their 
hypocrify  *,  hut  it  is  rnanifeft  that  the  world 
and  the  devil  are  in  their  hearts. 

Such  advice  was  only  becoming  a  man^ 
who  told  the  clergy  in  his  Jirft  vijitation- 
charge  at  Canterbury,  that  he  would  make 
Dr,  Potter  his  pattern  !  Br,  Herring,  it 
feems^  was  too  good  a  Chrlfiian^  to  he  imifa- 

ted  by .      /  love   a 

man  that  is  frank  and  open^  that  tells  us 
plainly  what  he  dejigns  to  do^  and  whofe  life 
and  actions  are  confiftent  with  his  verbal  de» 
clarations,  Dr,  Potter,  it  is  well  known ^ 
was  a  violent  enemy  to  all  free  enquirers, 
and  in  the  Bangorian  controverfy  joined 
Snape,  Trap,  and  other  high-church  wolves 
to  fhake  and  worry  bifhop  Hoadly,  that 
great  free   enquirer  !    Where  then  was  the 

wonder -i  that ■  Jhould 

go  foaming  to  courts    and  follicit  a  prof  ecu- 
tion  of  a  late  free  enquirer*,  as  this  was  a^- 

b  ing 

•  Peter  Anet,  author  of  a  weekly  paper  entitled  the  Free  Enqui- 
rer^ who  was  lately  profecuted  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  fentenced 
to  fuffer  one  month's  imjiifonment  in  Nenvgate,  to  ftand  twice  in 
thf  pilhryy  and  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  tor  one  year  in  BriJc 
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ing  in  chara^er^  in  imitation  of  his  pattern  ? 
Fromfuch  a  man  it  were  folly  to  eocpe^f  the 
meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  ^/Chrifr  Jefus,  thofe 
virtues  not  comporting  with  his  profeffed  refo- 
luiion  to  refemhle  Dr.  Potter  ! 

But  this  a5l  of%i^lence,  this  outrage  againft 
all  humanity  *         *         «         * 


*  ♦  *  * 


* 


« 


TOf/A      The   poor  man  is  near   73  years  of  age,    and  without 
charitable  contributions  hemuft  perifh  under  his  fentence. 

To  what  ipun\{hinent  perfecutirg pre/ates  ihall  hereafter  be  con- 
demned, I  pretend  not  to  fay  :  the  righteous  Judge  of  the  whole 
earth  will  do  right :  but,  perhaps,  hard  labour,  and  to  work  in 
heJl,  like  Milton  z  devils,  may  be  their  doom. 
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RICHARD  BARON. 

Blackheath,  May  17,  1763. 

P,  5.  T*/^^  ne^tfervice  in  this  glorious  caufe 
will  he  Jt  repui^licaiion  of  ihQpilhrs  of  priell- 
crafd  and  orthodoxy  Ihaken,  in  three  volumes^ 
with  large  additions. 

Ex  pede  Hercules, 


DED I C ATI  ON 

T  O    A 

Great  Man, 

Concerning 

DEDICATIONS. 

Difcovering, 

Amongft  other  wonderful  Secrets,  what 
will  be  the  prefent  poilure  of  affairs  a 
thoufand  years  hence. 

Laus  ^  Vituperium, 


From  the   6th    Edition,    Printed  in  the 

Year  1719. 

With    a    Preface. 


Vol.  1. 


THE 


PREFACE. 


Pajfage  or  two  In  this  Utile  ejffay 
having  been  liable  to  exceptions^ 
without  my  fore  feeing  ity  I  amve^ 
ry  ready  to    explain    them.     By 

the  Jewifh    pretender,  is  meant 

Abfolom  ;  and  what  is  /aid  about  the  bible,  is  fo 
far  from  any  fatyr  on  that  facred  book^  that  it  is 
manifejily^  and  only^  one  upon  them  who  make  hut 
little  or  no  ufe  of  it  * 

As  to  the  charaders  and  infcriptions  at  the 
indy  IJlill  think  them  fo  juji^  that  I  am  not  like 
io  repent  of  them  ;  which  may  ferve  to  Jhew  me  as 
much  a  friend  io  well  grounded  panegyric,  as  I 
ever  Jhall  he  a  foe  to  all  falfe  colouring,  There  is 
m  fuch  thing  as  praife  and  blame,  where  they  are 
not  applied 'i  and,  as  I  take  upon  me  to  expofe  the 
me,  I  think  1  need  ajk  no  pardon  for  attempting  t@ 
fra^ife  the  other* 


A 

DEDICATION 

T  O    A 

Great  Man, 

Concerning 

Dedications,     ^c. 

My  Lord, 

OUR  lordfhip  and  I  are  not  at 
all  acquainted,  I  therefore  take 
leave  to  be  very  familiar  with 
you,  and  to  defyre  you  to  be  my 
patron,  becaufe  you  do  not  know 
me,  nor  I  you  :  nor  can  this  manner  of  addrefs 
feem  ftrange  to  your  lordfhip,  whilfl  it  is  war- 

B  2  ranted 
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ranted  by  fuch  numerous  precedents.  I  have 
known  an  author  praife  an  earl  for  twenty  pages 
together,  though  he  knew  nothing  of  him,  but 
that  he  had  money  to  fpare.  He  made  him  wife, 
juft,  and  religious,  for  no  reafon  in  the  world 
but  in  hopes  to  find  bins  charitable  ;  and  gave 
him  a  moft  bountiful  heart,  becaufe  he  himfelf 
had  a  moil  empty  ilomach.  This  pracf^ice  |)eing 
general,  it  is  a  very  eafy  matter  to  guefs,  by  the 
iize  of  the  panegyric,  how  wealthy  the  patron 
may  be,  or  how  hungry  the  author  ;  if  it  exceeds 
three  pages,  you  may  pawn  all  the  blood  in  your 
body  upon  it,  the  writer  has  fafled  three  days  ; 
and  that  his  lordfhip,  among  all  his  other  good 
parts,  has  at  leaftten  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 

From  all  this  we  may  learn,  that  a  great 
man's  fortune  is  as  eafily  known  from  a  dedi- 
cation to  him;  as  from  the  rent-roll  of  his 
eftate ;  and  that  his  bounty  to  the  author,  is 
only  wages  for  publifhing  his  wealth  to  the 
world.  _  s 

It  is  likewife  evident,  that  no  lord  of  a  low 
fortune  muft  expe£l  an  humble  admirer  among 
us  wits  and  writers,  unlefs  he  bargain  with  us 
at  a  fet  price,  and  give  us  fo  much  a  piece  for 
every  good  quality  he  has  occafion  for. 

We  muft  not  therefore  judge  of  the  high  and 
tnighty^  as  they  are  defcribed  in  the  frontifpiece 
of  books   and  poems.     Your    dedicators  are   a 

fort 
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fort  of  intellectual  taylors^  that  cut  out  cloaths 
for  a  great  man's  mind  without  ever  tak'ng 
meafure  of  it.  They  have,  indeed,  two  rules 
from  which  they  never  depart  :  firft,  the  drefs 
muft  be  gatidy  ;  and,  fecondly,  it  mud  never 
fit*  Their  burinefs  is  to  make  it  of  a  vaft  di- 
menfion,  and  to  cover  it  all  over  with  tinfeU 
If  the  fuit  be  bulky  and  fhinins,  the  poet  has 
the  reputation  of  a  fkilful  trade/man  ;  for  the 
Jiuff-^vA  the  exaclnefs  2,iz  never  confulted, 

I  wouM,  upon  this  occaijon,  congratulate  the 
quality  upon  the  advantage  which  it  is  to  them, 
to  have  their  chara«5iers  drawn  by  fuch  as  ei- 
ther do  not,  or  dare  not,  know  them  ;  and  con- 
fequently  will  be  fure  not  to  put  their  grace?, 
and  Icrdfhip?,  and  ladyfhips,  out  of  counte- 
nance-  A  convenient  piece  of  ^[ood  breed- 
ing !  for  which,  I  hope,  they  are  thankful. 

For  myfelf,  when  I  fee  a  long  drift  of  ex- 
cellencies and  talents  crammed  down  a  noble- 
man's throat,  who  has  no  relifh  of  them,  or 
right  to  them,  I  am  not  at  all  furprized,  becaufe 
I  am  fure  it  is  not  meant  as  an  encomium  upon 
his  honour,  but  meerly  as  a  declaration  of  the 
author's  wants,  and  a  heavy  complaint  of  naked- 
nefs  and  hunger. 

Some  may  reckon  a  depen dance  on  a  great 
man  the  beft  reafon  and  foundation  for  dedi" 
eating  to  him  5  but  I   am  not  of  their  opinion. 

B  3  For 
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For  my  part,  I  have  no  manner  of  dependance 
on  any  Jiar  and  garter  in  Great- Britain^  as  any 
one  may  obferve  from  the  chearfulnefs  of  my 
.looks  and  the  integrity  of  my  life :  1  own>^ 
that  fetting  up  for  a.  writer,  I  judged  it  conve- 
nient to  me  and  my  book,  to  call  in  your  lord- 
Ihip  for  an  affiftant,  but  no  farther  than  juft  to 
fet  oiF  and  honour  my  title-page.  I  at  firft,, 
indeed,  intended  to  let  the  whole  credit  of  the 
thing  remain  with  you,  by  entitling  my  pam- 
phlet. An  EJfay  of  a  Man  sf  Quality  :.  but  my 
bookfeller,  who  is  a  fmoaky  fellow,  and  un- 
€lerf}ands  the  pulfe  of  the  people  perfectly  well,. 
fell  into  a  great  rage,  and  alked  me  for  the  five 
ihillings  again,  which  he  had  advanced  to  me^ 
by  way  of  encouragement,  a  week  before.  He 
told  me,  he  had  neither  pleafure  nor  profit  in 
(elling  waj?e^  paper  to  the  grocers  at  two  pence 
a  pound.  Why,  fays  he,  the  famous  JDaJy 
might  as  rationally  have  writ  aquafortis  upon 
his  elixir  :  An  Effay  of  a  Man  of  ^ality  !  if  I 
were  to  chain  the  b^ok  to  my  compter,  it  would 
not  make  it  a  more  everlafling  fhopkeeper  than 
this  very  title :  it  is  as  bad  as  a  fpell  ;  and  the 
nj<yit  adventurous    reader   will   not    prefume  to 

^pen  the  book  that  is  fortified  with  it. No, 

bo ;  if  you  muft  have   the  front  of  your  book 
cjmbelliihed  with  fomething  of  title,    you  may 

call 
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Call  it,  A  Letter  to  a  Great  Man  :  fince  you  do 
not  name  him.  People  will  naturally  imagine 
there  is  fomething  in  it  exceeding  faucy  and  fa- 
tyrical ;  and  that  very  thought  will  make  your 
pamphlet  popular.— — I  have  followed  his  ad- 
vice, and  am  the  other  five  fhilllRgs  the  richer 
for  it. 

But,  as  1  vi^as  telling  your  Jordfhip,  reliance 
Cn  a  great  man  is  not  a  good  reafon  for  dedi^ 
eating  to  him  ;  for  either  he  will  receive  the 
prefent  of  your  praife  as  a  juft  tribute  for  fuch 
your  dependance,  (and  then  where  is  your  pay, 
and  the  due  hire  of  your  fweat  and  invention  ?) 
or  elfe  he  will  reward  you  with  a  fort  of  coin 
called  promlfes^  flamped  with  his  honour,  but 
never  current  amongft  ihopkeepers  and  vidua- 
allers.  Alas- !  who  will  give  you  an  ell  of 
cloth  or  a  cut  of  beef  upon  it  ?  it  is  a  lament- 
able thing  the  world  (hould  be  arrived  to  fuch 
a  pitch  of  ill-breeding,  that  noW' a- days  a  great 
man's  word  and  honour  are  as  little  minded  by 
the  reft  of  the  world,  as  by  himfelf. 

And  fo  I  will  proceed  to  aflert,  that  the  on- 
ly proper  patron  for  an  author  to  infcribe  his 
works  to,  is  one  to  whom  he  is  an  utter  ftran- 
ger,  who  having  had  no  manner  of  commerce 
with  the  aforefaid  author,  can  underftand  his 
dedication  to  be  nothing  elfe-but  an  elegant  de- 
mand for  fuch  a  fum  of  ready  money.    Dedica- 

B  4  tions 
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tions  are  therefore  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by 
the  witty  upon  the  great,  and  payable  at  fight. 
But,  left  the  worthy  offering  fhould  not  be  un- 
derftood,  or  recompen/ed  as  it  ought  to  be,  through 
tiie  deplorable  ignorance  of  the  quality,  whofe 
high  chara£l:ers  place  them  far  above  the  reach 
of  knowledge  and  the  impulfes  of  humanity,  I 
have,  for  the  benefit  of  my  worthy  companions 
in  the  labours  of  the  ftaridifh,  drawn  up  the 
following  form,  with  which  I  would  have  alj 
dedications  to  conclude. 

To  the  Right  Honour ahle  Dives  ^^r/*?/"  Widefi^eld", 
Debtor  to  Paul  Poorwit,  fir  the  following  goods 
fild  and  delivered.  I,      s,      d. 

Imprimis,  For  a  large  ftock  of  learn-  7 

ing,  very  much  wanted —    i°^  ^^  ^® 

Item^  For  a  barrel  of  rare  eloquence, "n 

admired   by   all    the   world,    but  ^,05  oo  00 
never  yet  ufed — -         J 

Itemy  For  as  much  juftice  and  honour  7 

as  a  great  man  has  occafion  for,      ^  ^^  ®'   ^» 

Jtem^  For  a  hogfhead  of  courage  that  7 
never  faw  the  fun,  — — — y 

Item,  For  half  a  pound  of  wit  and  hu- 
mour, being  all  I  had  to  fpare, 
but  very   good  in   their  kind,  and  j^^   ^^  ^^ 

dog  €heap)  — — 

Item^ 


10  00  00 
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lUniy  For  a  long  line  of  lineage,  and-* 
great  quantities  of  ancient  blood,  I 
neither  of  them  meafured,  but  on- I    ^ 
ly  guefled  at, —  J 

Item^  For  praifina;  your  anceflors,  un-  7 
known, 3 

Item^  For  admiring;  yourlady's  beauty  } 

ex..       c  ^  roo  10  00 

uniight,  unfeen, 3        '■^  ^^ 

Iterriy  For  a  graceful  perfon,  all  of  my  7 

own  making, \  °^  '°  °0 

Iterriy  For  leveral  thimble- fulls  of  ge  7 

nerofity,  a  fcarce  commodity  ! \^^  ^^  ^5 


I 


Sum  Total  28  03  6i 

Have  fent  you  the  abovementioned  goods, 
being  the  beft  my  garret  afFords,  and  at  the 
loweft  price.  I  hope  they  will  pleafe  you. 
You  will  find  in  the  cargo  feveral  things 
I  have  not  itenid^  viz.  A  large  parcel  of  vir- 
tue^  and  another  of  good-nature  ;  becaufe  I 
knew  you  wanted  them  as  much  as  any  of  the 

reft. Thefe  two  articles  will  raife  the 

whole  to  at  leaft  even  thirty  pounds  ;  and  I 
have  drawn  a  bill  upon  your  lordfhip  accord- 
ingly, which  I  beg  your  lordfhip  to  pay  at 
fight  ;  for,  I  afTure  you,  I  have  had  prefling 
occafion  for  the  money  long  before  it  was  due, 
B  5  '  I  might 
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*  I  might  have  found  chapmen  for  thefe   goods 
^  among  very  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry, 

*  as  unprovided  v^ith  them  as  yourfelf ;  but  out 
<  of  pure  refpeft   to  your  lordfhip,    I  rcfolved 

«  you  fliould    have    the  refufal In  firm 

^  Expectation  of  your  approaching  bounty, 

^LORD, 

Tour  lordfhip* s  moft  obliged^ 
Mojl  devoted^ 

Mojl  obedient^ 
Moji^  &c. 

In  this  plain  manner  would  I  have  au*-- 
thors  treat  their  patrons.  The  faid  thirty 
pounds  may  probably  be  all  the  poet's  ftock  ». 
and  wits,  dealing  the  leaft  upon  credit,  ei- 
ther in  felling  or  buying,  of  any  trading  peo*. 
pie  in  the  world,  have  the  more  occafion  for 
ready  money. 

Your  lordfhip  may  by  this  perceive,  how  I 
€xpe<5t  to  be  treated  and  rewarded  for  the  fol* 
lowing  panegyric  on  yourfelf* 

In  attempting  your  charadler,  (to  ufe  the  fa* 
fliionable  phrafe)  I  fhali  begin  with  the  anti- 
quity of  your  houfe,  equally  old  and  illuftri^ 
ous.  Your  anceftors  won  honours,  and  you,, 
my  lord,  wear  them;  how  well  they  become 
youj  I  need  not  fay,  the  fame  being  as  evident 
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to  the  whole  world  as  to  me.  You  would,  no 
doubt,  acquire  new  ones,  were  there  any  room 
left  for  them  ;  but  what  occafion  have  you  to 
toil  and  ftruggle  for  that  which  is  already  pro- 
vided for  you  by  others  ?  and  it  is  a  plain  in- 
ftance  of  your  confummate  prudence,  that  your 
eafe  is  by  no  means  interrupted  by  any  the  leaft 
purfuit  of  this  kind.  If  any  dare  infolently  call 
in  queftion  your  glory,  (hew  them  your  coat 
of  arms,  and  the  number  of  your  manors  j 
ftrike  them  dumb,  by  telling  them  of  the  nobi- 
lity of  your  blood,  and  blind,  by  {hewing  them 
the  fplendor  of  your  race. 

Nobility  is  held  by  patent,  and  where  is  the 
neceffity  of  another  tenor  by  virtue  ?  a  piece 
of  parchment  is  a  much  more  portable  inftru- 
ment.  Your  lordfliip  feems  apprized  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  excelling  in  any  thing,  and  therefore 
wifely  forbears  drudging  for  fame.  Your  an- 
ceftors  excelled  for  you  :  they,  by  having  many 
accomplifhments,  have  faved  you  the  trouble 
of  having  any.  The  luftre  of  their  names 
fhines  ftill  upon  you,though  exceedingly  weakened 
by  the  length  of  the  journey,  having  fpent 
many  of  its  rays  in  its  paflage  through  three  or 
four  generations  who  wanted  its  influence  as 
much  as  yourfelf*  Thus,  if  we  trace  the  merit 
of  a  great  family,  it  is  like  the  courfe  of  a  river 
inverted,  iargeft  towards  the  fountain* 

B  6  Shauid 
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Should  any  one  make  an  ill-bred  compariron 
(which  God  forbid)  betwixt  your  lordlhip  and 
the  founders  of  your  houfe,  you  could  fhew 
him,  or  I  for  you,  that  you  pofTefs  feveral  arts 
and  acquirements,  which  the  old  fafhioned  fel- 
lows, with  all  their  abilities  and  long  beards, 
were  utter  ftrangers  to.  If  one  of  your  fore^ 
fathers  was  a  great  orator,  and  could  do  won-, 
ders  with  his  mouth,  your  lordfliip  is  as  dex- 
trous in  the  exercife  of  the  organ  next  to  it, 
and  can  take  fnufF  with  great  volubility  of 
uoftril.  What  though  another  of  your  grandfires 
was  an  able  politician,  a  perfon  of  great  cun- 
ning and  brains  ?  the  outfide  of  his  head  was 
not  half  fo  well  inftru6led  as  your  own :  yoa 
have  more  curls  in  the  covering  of  yours,  than 
he  had  wiles  in  the  lining  of  his:  his  was 
equipped  by  painful  ftudy,  yours  is  edified  by 
your  painful  barber,  x  A  third  was  a  brave  fol- 
dier,  but  were  he  put  to  handle  your  cane  or 
your  fnufF- box,  he  would  be  at  as  great  a  lofs^ 
as  you,  my  lord,  would  be  to  handle  his  trun- 
cheon. A  fourth  fat  up  at  nights,  and  lived  by 
his  clients  ;  but  your  lordfliip^  more  happy 
and  lefs  learned,  lies  a  bed  all  day,  and  lives 
by  your  tenants.  All  thefe  raboured  for  youf 
grandeur  and  fupport,  forefeeing,  as  one  would 
imagine,    that  you  would   have    need  of  their 

aid. 
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aid.  And  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  it  is  pof- 
iible  one  may  be  (o  great  a  man  as  to  be  good 
for  little.  Wifdom  and  worth,  we  fee,  cannot 
be  entailed  like  titles  and  acres.  It  were,  in- 
deed, to  be  wiflied,  that  a  wife  head  and  ad 
honeft  heart  could  beget  their  likenefs,  and 
that  famous  men  could  tranfmit  their  parts 
with  their  titles  to  their  pofterity  ;  but  flnce 
that  cannot  be,  their  defcendants  muft  comfort 
themfelves  with  being  a- kin  to  merit,  though  ever 
fo  remotely. 

Nothing  is  more  frequent  and  natural,  than 
to  value  ourfelves  upon  that  which  is  none  of 
ours.  Of  this  I  have,  in  my  time,  (^tn  feve- 
ral  merry  inftances.  I  knew  a  threfher  in 
IViltJhire^  who  was  fo  elevated  upon  his  bro- 
ther's being  made  a  parfon,  and  promoted  to  a 
curacy  of  twenty  pounds  a  year,  that  he 
threw  away  his  flail,  as  a  difcredit  to  one 
who  was  nearly  related  to  fo  great  a  man, 
and  betook  himfelf  to  poaching  in  the  river, 
as  a  more  gentleman-like  way  of  life.  It  was 
obferved  of  him,  that  ever  afterwards  he  rolled 
his  (lockings,  whereas  he  had  before  always 
humbly  buttoned  his  breeches  over  them.  It  is 
faid,  he  threatens  to  leave  the  village  where  he 
was  born,  becaufe  the  ill-bred  inhabitants  ftill 
continue  to  ftile  him  no  higher  than  bare  Gaffer 
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Thuwp<i  as  they  ufed  to  do,  notwithftanding  that 
liis  brother  is  a  curate :  but  it  is  thought  this 
high-fpirited  perfon  will  be  difappointed,  for 
that  no  parifh  will  receive  him  without  a 
certificate.  I  would,  out  of  the  benignity  of 
my  nature,  comfort  all  great  men,  who  have 
noble  blood  but  vulgar  underftandings,  with 
the  repartee  of  a  weji  country  blackfmith,  who, 
in  a  difpute  with  a  barber  that  called  him  an 
ignorant  fellow,  anfwered,  with  equal  fcorn, 
that  though  he  could  neither  read  nor  write^  hU  far- 
ther had  been  game -keeper  to  the  lord  of  a  ma* 
mr.  The  barber,  who  was  but  the  fbn  of  a 
barber,  finding  himfelf  out- matched  in  family, 
very  refpedfully  gave  up  the  difpute  to  his 
betters. 

It  is  fcarce  to  be  perceived  how  diflFufive  and 
multiplying  a  little  good  blood  is :  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  blcfled  virgin's  milk,  by  the  ma- 
gic and  management  of  pQp'iJh  monks,  is  not 
more  miraculous.  How  many  thoufands  find 
themfelves  enriched  by  it,  or  rather  impove- 
rifiied  I  for  nothing  is  more  apt  to  turn  the  brain  ; 
and  it  is  often  got  into  the  head,  when  there  is 
not  half  a  drop  of  it  in  the  arteries.. 

We  may  obferve,  by  the  way^  that  we  are 
ever  neareft  related  to  the  greateft  man  of  our 
blood,  though  removed  fevcn  generations  from 

him^ 
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him.  If  our  great  grandfather,  for  infi:ance> 
was  a  wife  man,  and  our  grandfather  and  father 
a  brace  of  fools,  we  fkip  the  two  laft,  and  be- 
come, after  a  wonderful  manner,  the  immediate 
defcendants  of  the  firft.  Thus  a  man  becomes 
the  very  next  in  blood  to,  perhaps,  the  firft 
of  his  name,  who  lived  300  years  ago,  and 
fcorns  to  be  in  the  leaft  a  kin  to  the  perfon  that 
begot  him  :  You  (hall  not  meet  with  a  "Jew  who 
is  the  fon  of  his  father  ■  No,  he  is  the 

fon  of  Abrahanty  who  has  been  dead  fo  many 
thoufand  years,  and  yet  is  ftill  forced  to  father 
a  fwarthy  race  of  brokers  and  beggars.  In: 
the  fame  manner  has  king  Cadwallader  begot 
every  mother's  fon  that  has  been  born  in 
Wales  for  five  hundred  generations.  I  know  a. 
lady,  who  is  far  gone  in  genealogy  and  pride, 
whofe  father  had,  with  a  great  title  and  ef^ 
tate,  a  great  faculty  likewife  of  drivelling  ; 
him  fhe  never  mentions,  as  being,  I  fuppofe, 
no  ways  related  to  him ;  but  a  great  man  of 
her  name,  who  liv'd  in  the  reign  of  William 
RufuSy   is  her  good  and  right  well-beloved  kinf- 

uian He  was,  I  take  it,  either  her  uncle, 

or,  at  fartheft,  her  coufin-german. 

This  picking  and  culling  of  our  anceftors, 
(as  if  it  lay  at  our  mercy,  after  we  are  brought 
into  the  world,  who  fliould  bring  us  thithex) 

ihews 
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(hews  great  ambition,  but  fmall  policy.  For, 
certainly,  we  fhould  be  exceeding  careful  not 
to  mention  ourfelves  with  fuch  of  our  ancef- 
tors  with  whom  we  cannot  ftand  a  compari- 
fon.  A  dwarf  may  ftrut  upon  the  fhoulders 
of  a  giant,  but  ftill  his  dwarfftiip  is  the  more 
confpicuous  from  the  company  he  keeps ;  and 
many  a  man  climbs  only  to  fhew  his  elevated 
littlenefs.     This  is  all  wrong.  .  They  that 

would  appear  tall,  ought  to  converfe  only  with 
the  ftiort,  if  they  would  take  a  natural  method 
of  coming  at  the  fcope.  of  their  ambition.  I 
therefore  approve  the  prudence  and  policy  of 
our  worfliipfui  country  efquires  and  fox-hunt- 
ers, who,  for  the  fake  of  having  daily  com- 
panions, at.  leaft  fomething  below  themfelves 
in  fpeech  and  underftanding,  fpend  all  their 
time  with  dumb  creatures,  and  live  and  die 
among  horfes  and  dogs.  An  honeft  gentleman, 
whofe  fpeaking  organs  would  be  of  no  ufe  to 
him  in  the  fenate  or  in  converfation,  fhall  be 
very  eloquent  in  an  affembly  of  hounds,  and, 
with  great  force  and  fluency  of  throat,  out  do 
his  br£>ther-orators  in  their  own  way.  The 
wifdom  of  thefe  worthies,  who  are  educated  in 
the  kennel,  goes  farther  yet ;  for  every  man 
chafes  for  his   tutor   that  beagle  whofe  voice 

he 
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he  is  mod  capable  of  imitating  :  infomuch* 
that  as  foon  as  I  hear  one  of  thofe  academics 
begin  his  exercife,  that  is,  to  open,  I  can  pre- 
fently  pronounce  whofe  pupil  he  has  been, 
whether  bred  under  Do6lor  Jowler^  or  Doctor 
Sweetlips,  At  prefent  Do£lor  Ringwood  is  more 
famous  than  all  the  reft,  for  the  number  of 
fcholars  he  has  trained  up  ;  I  know  feveraJ  of 
them  myfelf,  and  particularly  a  hopeful  young 
gentleman,  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  baronet,  who 
is  a  great  proficient  in  this  kind  of  throat- 
learning. — — «*  It  is  believed  he  is  now  fit  to 
head,  the  pack  himfelf,  in  the  abfence  of  his 
faid  mailer,  the  polite  Doctor  Ringwood,  When 
this  ingenious  young  heir  difplays  his  wind- 
pipe, his  mother's  heart  beats  for  joy,  and  the 
old    knight   tells    the    company,   with  a  wink 

and  a  nod,   Harry,  is.  father^s  own  fon. Now 

thus  far  all  is  well,  when  ambition  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  capacity.  But,  Sir  yahn^  not 
content  with  thefe  excellencies  in  himfelf  and 
his  fon,  will  be  ever  and  anon  mentioning  the 
virtues  and  talents  of  his  anceftors,  who  were, 
indeed,  great  men  :  however,  the  knight  never 
concludes  without  infinuating  his  own  praife, 
and  that  of  his  heir,  by  afTertlng,  that  not 
one  of  his  forefathers  could  compafs  a  bumper, 
or  fill  a  hunting-horn, 

Havfngf 
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Having  thus  my  lord,  done  juftice  fo  you? 
pedigree,  I  fhall  proceed  next  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  your  fortune. 

The  founders  of  families  are  generally  pro- 
vident enough  to  fupport  the  titles  they  leave 
behind  them  with  fuitable  eftates,  which  is  a 
moft  commendable  care  !  for,  alas  !  as  the  world 
runs,  what  is  blood  without  riches  ?  money 
and  land  are  the  very  touchftones  of  quality. 
Antiquity  may  be  overlooked,  but  acres  are 
vifihle  honours.  Nothing  is  more  illuftrious  tharr 
a  long  rent-roll ;  without  it  the  moft  found- 
ing and  fplcndid  patent  has  no  power  over  the 
hearts  or  hats  of  an  afTembly.  It  is  confefled, 
neither  family  nor  riches  make  the  leaft  al- 
teration in  the  human  frame.  An  earldom 
cannot  cure  a  ftinking  breath,  nor  make  the 
fcull  half  an  inch  thinner  ;  and  a  great  man. 
may  be  a  dwarf  or  a  fcoundref,  with  half  a 
million  of  money,  or  half  a  country  in  his 
poflefTion.  Alexander  the  Great  had  a  wry 
neck,  (perhaps  with  carrying  the  globe  upon 
his  back)  of  which  the  propriety  of  the  world 
could  not  cure  him.  But  I  am  only  talking  of 
reputed^  and  not  real^  greatnefs,  and  cannot  but 
congratulate  your  lordfhip  upon  the  real  kind- 
nefs  which .  is  done  you^  in  particular,  by  this 
^iftindion. 

You, 
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You,  my  lord,  have  a  double  right  to  re-^ 
fpedt,  from  your  title,  and  from  your  afflu- 
ence. The  latter  is  indeed  the  lefs  worthy  ; 
and  yet,  fuch  is  the  bigotry  of  the  world  to 
wealth,  that  were  it  not  for  thai^  the  former 
wouW  hardly  be  regarded.  Nay,  to  deal  inge- 
nuoufly  with  your  lordfhip,  had  I  not  known 
you  to  be  rich,  I  fhould,  perhaps,  never  have 
known  you  to  be  noble  ;  and  then  your  lord- 
fhip and  I  Ihould  never  have  been  patron  and 
client,  nor  mankind  been  inftru£led  in  your 
chara£ler.  I  would  not  therefore,  for  lefs  than 
thirty  pounds^  that  your  lordfhip  fhould  have 
wanted  this  opportunity  of  obliging  poflerity 
and  myfel'f.  Go  an,  my  lord,  in  the  paths  of 
honour,  that  is,  in  the  art  of  getting  ;  and  con- 
tinue to  be  deferving,  that  Is,  to  be  rich. 

From  your  lordfliip's  wealth  it  is  natural 
enough  to  make  a  tranfition  to  your  lord- 
fbip's  wit  ;  fmce,  according  to  the  laudable 
civility  of  the  world,  the  man  who  has  fufH- 
eiency  of  bags  is  fure  to  be  endowed  with 
fufSciency  of  brain.  It  is  very  obfervable  that 
though  vi^it  has  feldom  or  never  the  fenfe  to 
fall  into  the  road  of  gain,  and  therefore  your 
witty  men  are  the  fooliflieft  fellows  in  the 
world,"  that  is  to  fay,  the  poorett  ;  yet  riches,, 
on  the  contrary,  never  fail  to  dubb  a  fool  a 
wife  man  ;  and  a  dunce  no  fooner  ceafes  to  be 
poor,  but  he  is  tranfmuted  into  ajhrewd  cunning- 

fdlovj^ 
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fellow.  The  reafon  of  this  muft  be  that  the 
wit  of  a  poor  man,  lying  only  in  the  infide  of 
his  head,  is  altogether  invifible  and  unregard- 
ed ;  whereas  the  wit  and  parts  of  the  weal- 
thy being  entirely  without  the  fcull,  and  con- 
f^fting  of  aiTets  and  effedis,  are  honoured  be- 
caufe  they  are  obvious.  A  man,  who  has  v/it 
jn  cheftfuls,  and  a  genius  that  confifts  of  feve- 
ral  manors,  wil!  never  want  the  praifes  which 
are  due  to  fuch  uncommon  talents,  I  could 
mention  many  worthy  citizens  who  have  vafl: 
capacities  at  fea,  and  are  wonderfully  witty 
in  warehoufes,  and  moil  ingenious  in  bank- 
ftock,  befides  others  whofe  abilities  are  as  coii" 
ipicuous  in  the  Exchequer, 

I  cannot  but  lament,  on  this  occafion,  witfi 
a  feeling  concern,  the  invincible  obftacles 
which  hinder  that  unhappy  wit,  which  is  meer- 
Jy  internal,  from  rifing  into  notice  and  re- 
putation. Alas  !  (ahft  invidta  verho)  there  is 
no  wit  at  all  in  being  hungry,  and  where  is  the 
jeft  of  having  but  one  lliirt  ?  a  wig  without 
buckle  is  but  dull  entertainment,  and  a  thread- 
bare coat  has  no  manner  of  force  upon  the 
mufcles.  I  can  fpeak  it  from  experience,  there 
is  no  joke  in  an  empty  purfe.  .  I  had  therefore 
no  expedient  left  to  procure  me  a  little  wit, 
but  the  letting  out  my  parts  to  hire,  as  I  now 

do 
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^D  to  your  lorc'fliip.     Thirty    pounds^    my  lord, 
frugally  managed,    will    make    me  a  wife  man 
for    three    months    together.      Your    lordfbip, 
who  hath   talents    of  a  vaft  extent,    for  feveral 
miles  round   you,    and  vaft   parts    in  cafh    and 
bankbllh,    has    not    only    a    fufficient- bulk  of 
penetration  and  wtfdom  to    fervc    you    for  life, 
but    will    doubtlefs  -  tranfmit    the  fame  fubftan- 
tial  accomplilbments  undiminiihed  to   your  pof- 
terity.       My    lord     Clarendon     tells     u?,     that 
Oiiver    Cromw^irs    abilities    feemed  to    ralfe  in 
proportion  to   his   advancement  In  power  :  and 
your   lordihip's    wit  and  (tnfe  that  are  now  (o 
bulky,  andoffuch  mighty  circumference,  would 
certainly    have    been    invifible   to    the    buzzard 
world,  to  this  hour,  had  not  your  fortune  lifted 
them  and  you  into  obfervation. 

I  do  not  fay  all  this  to  prove  to  your  lord- 
(hip,  that  your  lordfhip  has  a  great  deal  of 
wit ;  it  is  the  laft  thing  you  want  to  be  con- 
vinced  of. But  it   is  mv  ambition  to  set 

myfelf  a  little  wit  and  wifdom  with  your 
money,  and  it  is  but  reafonable  I  fhould  do 
fomething  for  it.  I  owe  my  landlady  for  a 
quarter's  lodging,  and  my  laundrefs  for  a 
month's  wafhing  ;  they  are  the  two  firft  whom 
I  intend  to  fatisfy  that  I  am  a  fenfihle  man  : 
for  I  already  find,  by  their  four  looks,  they 
l^egin  to   queftion  my  parts.      My  fhoe-maker 

too> 
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too,  and  feveral  other  tradefmen,  want  fadly  to 
handle  feme  proofs  and  irtftances  of  my  wit  and 
genius.  It  would  be  barbarous  in  your  lordfhip 
to  let  me  pafs  any  longer  for  a  fool  amongft 
thefe  fellows,  whom  one  cannot  live  without. 
For  a  fmall  matter  of  that  fort  of  good  fenfe, 
which  is  called  money-,  I  fhali  find  admiration 
aaiong  them,  and,  which  is  better,  credit  and 
new  flioes.  I  have  often  been  witty  to  the 
beft  of  my  (kill,  at  the  tavern,  over  a  bottle 
of  wine  ;  but  the  blockhead  the  vintner  is 
fo  dull  and  covetous,  that  he  can  fee  no  wit 
about  me,  but  what  I  tell  out  between  my  fin- 
ger and  my  thumb,  a  piece  of  ingenuity 
which  I  am  not  always  mafter  of.  O  the  de- 
generacy of  the  age  !  Ben  yohnfon  has  frequently 
paid  his  reckoning  in  a  couplet,  and  lived 
comfortably  and  merrily  a  whole  winter's 
night  upon  a  pun.  Alas !  I  do  not  believe, 
in  this  Iron  agCg  a  canto  of  an  hundred  ftaves 
would  bring  a  quart  of  Sherry^  or  a  pound  of 
falmon.  Many  a  wit  would  be  forced  to  pawn 
his  coat  (if  any  perfon  would  take  it)  for  a  din- 
ner, did  not  the  charitable  bookfeller  advance 
him  half-a-crown  on  his  new  poem,  and  by 
that  means  pay  him  half  in  hand. 

If  a  certain  eminent  merchant  had  not  mani- 
fefted  his  umo?mnQn  imderjland'ing  in  the  uncom- 
mon 


A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.        23 

mon  number  of  his  flilps,  and  his  harmonious 
difpofiuon  (tuneful  would  have  done  better)  in 
the  chiming  of  his  bags,  the  hluntnefs  of  the 
incomparable  Mr,  Durfey*s  nature  would  never 
have  railed  fo  rainy  plaudit  or y  plants  in  the  large 
field  of  the  faid  merchant's  commendations  : 
but  that  venerable  lyric  knew  too  v/ell  the 
^afmefs  of  hi^s  patr.on's  hwnour^  not  to  expe6l  from 
iit  an  order  upon  his^oldfmith,  where  the  har^ 
pionious  knight  keeps  th^e  opulent  marks  of  his 
uncommon  under  ft  andlng.  How  large  a  tafte  he 
afforded  Mr,  Durfy  of  his  parts,  I  know  not ; 
what  I  am  to  expect  from  yours,  my  lord,  I 
know,  and  fo  will  your  lordfhip  too,  when 
you  have  perufed  this  uncoinmon  dedication, 

I  have,  by  this  time,  I  hope  with  fufEcient 
clearnefs,  difplayed  to  my  readers,  that  is,  to 
the  whole  world,  the  quality  and  extent  of  your 
Jordfliip's  wit.  If  I  have  but  little  to  fay  of 
your  eloquence,  it  is  becaufe  you  have  hitherto 
ihewn  but  little.  But  this  is  owing  to  nothino- 
but  choice  and  refervednefs  on  your  part  : 
Your  modefty,  my  lord,  like  a  pot-lid,  fmo- 
thers  the  overflowings  of  your  fpirit,  and  fup- 
prefles  the  ebullition  of  your  rhetoric.  It  be- 
comes me  to  believe  you  could  do  wonders  this 
ivay,  if  you  would.  Why  will  you  thus  neg- 
ied  and  conceal   your  abilities,   and  obflinately 

perfift 
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perfift  to  be  only  a  hearer  in  the  fenatc.  I  d® 
not  queflion,  but  even  this  omiffion  and  fecm- 
ing  indolence  is  praire-vv'orthy,  and  public- 
fpirited.  Your  lord(hip,  no  doubt,  confiders^ 
that  the  very  iifteners  in  public  affemblies, 
are  promoting  the  trade  of  their  country,  while 
they  confume  fnulF,  and  wear  out  handkerchiefs. 
Thus  is  the  intereft  of  mankind  advanced  by 
idlenefs  and  incapacity  itfelf. 

Beiides  when  I  relied  how  much  tongue* 
artillery  is  daily  wafted  without  doing  the  leaft 
e^xecution,  I  muft  applaud  it  as  a  piece  of  pru- 
dence and  humanity  in  your  lordihip,  to  avoid 
the  (bedding  of  innocent  words.  How  many 
excellent  orators  have  we,  who  are  inftrudive 
without  being  underftood,  fevere  without  being 
felt,  and  loud  without  being  heard.  What  piiy 
is  this  1  commend  me  to  thofe  that  fit  ftill  and 
take  fnuiF,  becaufe  they  have  nothing  to 
fay.  I  have  often  lamented  and  fighed  in  my 
clofet,  that  men's  tongues  ihould  have  mor€ 
fpeed  than  their  underftandings.  When  our 
fpirits  are  heavy  and  grave,  it  is  but  reafonable 
the  tongue  fliould  be  fhod  with  lead,  Butj 
alas  !  our  chops,  when  once  they  are  i^t  a  go- 
ing, generally  fhew  our  intelleds  a  pair  of 
heels,  and  gallop  away  with  fuch  fleetnefs, 
that  even  the  memory  itfelf  is  diilanced,  as 
fwift  as  it  is. 

Were 
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Were  the  tongue  only  to  move  by  the  ^\.'- 
r^ion  of  good  fenfe,  how  many  worthy  EngUJh 
gentlemen  and  fine  ladies   would   live  and  die 
fetretly  dumb  ?     This  putting  of  the  jaws  upoa 
hard  labour  without  profit,  and  committing  a 
lape    upon    peoples    cars    without   the  confent 
of  their    hearts,  is  a  notorious    nuifancc    and 
breach  of  the  peace.     It  is  an  offence  to  others, 
and   a    diflemper    in    ourfelves.     This    difeafe 
I  call  the  upward  loofenefs ;    and  it  is  in  feveral 
refpei^s    as  naufeous  as   that  below ;    nay,    it 
fometimes  equally  affronts  the  {tn(Q  of  fmelling, 
as  when  the  fpeaker's  lungs  are  not  over  ortho- 
dox, orfo. 

"  It  is  really  a  miferable  cafe,  that  when  a 
chattering  booby  finds  himfelf  loaded  with  a 
turbulent  quantity  of  words  and  wind,  which. 
he  has  a  mind  to  difcharge,  I  mufl  be  obliged  to 
ftand  the  fhot  of  his  noife  and  naflinefs  for 
perhaps  an  hour  or  two  together.  This,  I  am 
fure,  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  equity  and 
cleanlinefs  5  but  it  feems  I  am  bound  to  it  by 
the  laws  of  courtefy  and  good  breeding. 

What  I  have  here  fald  of  loquacity, ""concerns 
only  private  converfation  :  But  v/hen  this  in- 
fult  upon  our  fenfes  appears  in  public  afTem- 
bHes,  it  is  yet  more  intolerable.  Why  muft  pra- 
ting joafs  (empty  of  every  thing  but  froth  and 
clamour)    be  for  ever  fufFered,  without  rebuke. 
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to  be    fpcwing    up    their    ill-fcented     crudities 
in  the  faces    of  men   that   are   either    wife    or 
brave  ?   I  would   humbly  propofe,   for  the  eafe 
of   this  Chriftian   country,    that  whenever    an 
orator  of  this   fort  begins   to   gape   and  firain,  . 
one  of  the  company  fliall  go   up  to  him,    and^ 
taking  hold  of  his  button,  tell  him,   5/r,    /  am 
forry  to  fee  you  troubled  with  fo  violent  a  vomiting  ; 
Or,  perhaps,   it    may  be  more  proper,  without 
faying  a  word,    to  run    with    a    chamber-pot, 
and  hold  it  up  to  his  chin.     For  this  purpofe,   1 
would  decree,   that  every  place  of  public  meet- 
ing in  this  ifland  be  provided  with  one  or  more 
of  thefe  necejjary  veffeh^  either  to  receive  or  re-  . 
firain  the  overflowings   of    indigefted    oratory, 
jf  one  of  thefe   e?netic  fpeakers   cannot   conve- 
niently be  come  at,   it  is  only  crying,   To  the 
chamber-pot;   and,  if  he  has  fliame  in  him,  he 
will  grow  well,  and  fit  down. 

There  is  fomething  exceeding  infolent  in  thefe 
Ipng-winded  talkers.  What  right  has  any 
man  living  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  my  throat, 
when  at  the  fame  time  he  keeps  his  own  open  ? 
He  that  ufurps  the  v/hole  difcourfe,  lays  this 
modeft  injundion  upon  the  whole  company  ; 
namely,  to  be  f  lent ^  and  hear  hi?n. 

The  ladies,  indeed,  who  underftand  their  pri- 
vileges much  better  than  we  do  ours,  are  not 
cnflaved  by  our  rules  s  but,  though  there  be  a  fcore 
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of  them  together,   exert    the  faculty  of  fpeech 
all  at  once  :    And  really-,  if  we  do  but  remember 
that  it  is  their  whole   bufinefs  and  ambition  ta 
be  only   voluble,   without  troubling  themfelves 
with  being  intelligible,   we  cannot  blame  them 
for  exercifing   their    tongues,    as  they  do  their 
fans,   in  all  weathers,    merely  for   a  little  pa- 
rade,  or  becaufe  they  are  ufed  to  it.     Ladies, 
therefore,  when   they    are    fluttering  either    of 
thefe  inofFenfive  inftruments,    ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  with  the  offer  of  the  chamber-pot ; 
for,    if  it  be  only  the  pravity  of  the  intention 
that  makes  actions  criminal,  it  is  evident  they 
can  be  no  offenders,   who   fpeak  without  any 
intention  at  all.     I  know  the  fair  prattlers  are 
fd  overftocked  with  felfdenlal,   that  they   will 
humbly  difown  this  my  juftification  of  them,  as 
what  they   do   not  deferve  ;    but  I  am  refolved 
to  perfift,  and  make  them  innocent  in  fpite  of 
themfelves.     But  as  for  thofe  of  my  own  fex, 
who  are  addicted   to  purge  at  the  mouth,  I  {ball 
never  revoke  my  decree  againft  them,   or  any 
of  them,  except  fuch  as  honour  the  truth,   and 
freely  confefs,   that  though  they  talk  much,  they 
mean  nothing.  And,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  very  many  well  meaning   perfons  are  rhe- 
torical for  no  reafon  in  the  earth,   but  becaufe 
they  are  not  retentive ;  and  fo  are  forced  to  break 
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words  purely  for  their  eafe.  When  a  man's 
tongue  is  always  ready  bridled  and  faddled,  he 
cannot  help  it  if  it  will  run  away  with  him. 

This  kind  of  eloquence,  like  an  ill  breath, 
IS  curable  but  one  way,  and  that  is,  by  tying  a 
certain  ligature,  called  a  halter,  round  the  pa- 
tient's neck,  and  girding  it,  until  you  have  quite 
{topped  up  the  gutter  through  which  the  aforefaid 
excrements  do  ilTue. 

But  as  this  remedy  might  prove  fomewhat 
dangerous  to  many  thoufands  of  his  majefty's 
g©od  fubje£ls,  I  fhall  be  cautious  in  recommending 
this  public  fpirited  projedt,  though  I  am  fully 
convinced  it  would  efFe<9:ually  deftroy  all  his  ene- 
mies within  thefe  his  dominions.  But  as  I  am  a 
friend  to  the  tranquility  and  nofes  of  mankind, 
I  will  make  bold  to  prefcribe  2i  fuccedaneum  \  that 
is  to  fay,  an  equivalent  for  hanging. 

As  a  fpecific,  therefore,  againft  the  dreadful 
cfFe(3:s  of  this  foetid  and  epidemical  diftemper, 
I  would  advife  the  fick  body,  when  the  fit  is 
coming  upon  him,  (which  he  will  perceive  by  an 
ungovernable  agitation  in  his  jaws,  and  an  in- 
ceflant  rattling  in  his  throat)  to  withdraw 
himfelf  immediately  from  company,  and  em- 
ploy thefe  indefatigable  organs  in  running  over 
a  chapter  or  two  in  the  bible.  People,  I  know, 
particularly  my  fatUntSy    will  make  a  horrid 

outcry 


A  CoR3:)iAL  for  Low  SpiRirs.        29 

outcry  againft  the  dijlajlefulnefs  of  this  reme- 
dy, but  that  can  be  no  obje6lion  againft  the 
life  of  It,  fince  the  hitter  eft  -drugs  are  often  the 
mofl  fuccefsful.  Befidcs,  it  is  well  known,  that 
all  medicines  that  difpofe  ta  feepy  3.re  harjl?  a.nd. 
unpalatable.  Of  this  nature  are  the  numerous 
and  powerful  opiats,  which  come  daily  from  the 
prefs  and  the  pulpit.  A  dofe  or  two  of  fcrip* 
ture,  if  people  would  but  be  perfuaded  to  take 
it,  (Bed  hie  labor ^  hoc  opus  eji  I )  would  compofe 
thofe  convulfions  of  the  chaps,  and  that  flux 
of  fpeech  which  hitherto  have  been  thought 
incurable.  But  let  none  defpair  ;  for  though  their 
mouths  be  dry,  and  their  lips  chapped  with 
the  perpetual  evacuation  of  eloquence  and  fpit- 
tle  5  though  their  heads  ach  with  nodding,  and 
their  eyes  with  winking  ;  nay,  though  thcic 
throats  fhould  be  riven  with  hemming,  and 
their  wind-pipes  with  ftraining ;  nay,  even  though 
their  very  arms  fhould  be  jaded  with  explain- 
ing their  ftories,  and  their  canes  worn  out  with 
enforcing  their  orations,  yet  I,  the  Doctor,  will 
by  the  blefling  of  the  bible  on  my  endeavours, 
work  a  perfe^  cure. 

This  fecret,  which  I  found  out  by  great  in- 
duftry  and  long  ftudy,  I  might,  like  other  great 
phyficians,  have  kept  to  myfelf ;  but  I  prefer 
knowledge,  and  the  good  of  mankind,  to  living 
in  ignarancgy  and  keeping  a  coach^ 
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For  your  many  excellent  fpeakers  that  can- 
not read,  I  mud  find  out  fome  other  cure.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  no  inefFe<^iiaI  method  to  afk 
them,  whether  they  wfll  give  what  they  fay 
under  their  hands,  and  to  prefent  them  at  the 
fame  time  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper  :  You  ihall 
find  they  will  immediately  grow  fhy  of  attefiing 
It  infofolemn  a  manner^  and  fo  recover  to  avoid 
difgrace.  N,  B,  This  remedy  cfFedually  cures 
talkative  beaus. 

As  to  the  ladies,  who  hate  every  thing  that 
is  unpleafant  or  nnfajhisnahle^  I  know  my  Scrips 
tureSpecific  will  never  go  down  with  them 
without  a  great  deal  of  art.  Thefe  genteel  well- 
bred  patients  would  think  me  a  flrange  rude 
fellow,  faould  I  advife  them  to  fo  vulgar  a 
thing  as  the  reading  of  an  qU  hook  ;  and  {o  I 
find  I  mud  grow  cunning,  that  I  may  not  be 
thought  clownifli.  Being  well  acquainted  with 
the  inquifitive  fpirit  which  is  in  them,  I  intend 
to  recommend  the  bible  to  them  as  a  book  that 
contains  many  flrange  adventures,  and  many 
fecrets  which  they  never  heard  of  before:  There 
they  will  find  gallantry  and  intrigues,  fongs, 
dances,  and  pretty  fellows ;  mobbings,  rebel- 
]ij)ns,  and  the  church ;  hereditary  right,  and 
a  Jewijh  pretender^  who  was  a  very  handfom 
man,  but  had  his  title  and  complexion  both 
mined  by  the  gallows  5   and  there  they  will  find 
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courts,  ravifiiings,  and  adultery,  and  every 
thing  that  can  pleafe  and  entertain  them  :  Be- 
fides,  the  book  is  finely  bound  and  gilt.  I 
mention  the  fcrongeft  motive  laft,  becaufe  they 
may  remember  it  moft. 

I  am  fenfible  few  of  our  fine  ladies  are  fur- 
niflied  with  this  ufeful  book,  the  fame  being  got 
intirely  Into    the   hands    of  their  fervants,  and 
other  mean  people,  who  are  poor  enough  to  be 
good  Chriftians,     I  mufl  therefore  acquaint  the 
quality,  that  the  faid  book,   called  2l   bible ^    may 
be  met  with  at  the  bookfellers  ;   \Ax,.Ba/kety  en- 
couraged, I  fuppofe,  by  this  project  of  mine,  ha- 
ving not  long  fince  ventured  upon  a  new  im- 
preiTion ;  otherwife;>  it  is  thought,  bibles  might, 
in  a  fmall  time,  have  been  out  of  print. 

To  convince  the  whole  world  that  I  am  alto- 
gether difmterefted  in  this  ufeful  difcovery,  I 
muft  in  juflice  to  myfelf,  declare,  that  1  have 
never  {t^x\  the  colour  of  Mr.  Bafiefs  money ; 
for  though  I  belong  to  the  fociety  for  the  refor- 
mation of  manners^  I  do  utterly  decline  the  ufual 
perquifites  aiifing  from  the  execution  of  that  of- 
fice. If  Mr.  Bajketin^ttdi  (hould  force  a  bribe 
upon  me,  I  know  the  courtefy  of  my  nature 
will  by  no  means  fufFer  me  to  affront  fo  worthy 
a  perfon   by  a  rigid  refufal,  it  being  my  fted- 
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faft  principle  to  fulFer  rather  than  refill,  upon 
fuch  powerful  trials  \  as  many  of  our  good  ^nd 
modeft  do6tors  are  forced  into  greatnefs  and  bi- 
fhoprics,  in  fpite  of  their  obftinate  and  repeat- 
ed Nolo,  But,  though  I  fhallnot  fail  out  with  Mr.. 
Bafket  for  a  fmall  matter,  I  proteft  before  hand, 
that  if  he  oiters  me  above  a  hundred  guineas,.  I 
fhall  be  ftrangely  furprized. 

However,  if  Mr,  Bajket  behaves  himfelf  as 
he  ought  to  doy  upon  this  occalion,  I  intend  to 
make  over  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  affigns,  the 
right  of  printing  and  publifhing  my  works  for 
the  fpace  of  three  hundred,  years ;  at  the  end 
of  which  time,  I  do  will  and  ordain,  that  the 
faid  right  fhall  become  general,  and  enrich  the 
whole  body  of  bookfellers,  without  diftindlion^ ; 
requiring  them,  however,  as  a  public  emolu- 
ment for  fo  public  a  benefit,  to  apply  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  their  profits  towards  pulling  down  the 
cathedral-church  of  St.  Paul^  and  rebuilding  the 
fame  in  a  manner  worthy  of  me  and  my  country, 
the  honour  whereof  is  hereby  confulted,  as  well 
as  the  reputation  of  Sir  Chr'fjlopher  Wren,  t  fhould 
be  willing  to  retrieve  his  credit  fooner,  but  as 
the  faid  fabric  is  never  mentioned  among 
works  of  architecture,  the  prefent  architect's 
name  lies  fafely  concealed. 
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I  do  ^alfo  will  and  appoint,  that  in  the  year 
2718,  that  is  to  fay,  a  thoufand  years  hence,  the 
faid  company  of  bookfellers  fhall,  at  my  expence, 
that  is  to  fay,  out  of  the  revenues  accruing  from 
my  works,  eredl  two  marble  ftatues  to  the  prince 
then  reigning,  the  one  at  Charlng-Crofs^  and  the 
other  before  the  theatre  at  Oxford^  with  the  fol** 
lowing  infcriptions. 

Upon  that  at  Charing- Crofs^ 

<c  ^J-^  O  George  the  Twentieth^  by  the  grace  o^ 
**  God  King  of  Great-Britain^  and  Emperor 

"  of  all  Europe^  arbitrator  of  the  peace  of  Afia^ 

''  and  defender  of  the   faith  ;  pious,   clement, 

"  juft  ;  the  nurfing  father  of  liberty  and  man- 

"  kind  5    bold  for   truth,    religion,  lav/,  in  op- 

**  pofition  to  tyranny,   perfecution,   fuperftition  t 

*'  his  zeal  tempered  with  charity,  his  virtue  with 

*'  afFability  :    a  prince  of  unparalleled   felf-de- 

•'  nial,  who  lofes  the  appearance  of  much  glory 
*'  by  concealing  the  fubftance  :   By  preventing 

*'  necefTities  and  oppreffions  he  prevents  the  re- 

"  nown  of  relieving  them.  Thus  is  his  merit  the 

*'  more  excellent  by  being  lefs  vlfible.    The!  joys 

*'  and  fears  of  his  fubje^ls  are  his  own  :    T'heir 

"  peace  is  the  end  of  all  his  wars,  and  his  wars 

"  the  means  of  their  peace.   He  is  magnanimous 
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'*  and  wary.     His  courage  never  betrays  want 
*'  of  circumfpe6tion,  nor  his  circumfpe^lion  want 
*'  of  courage ;  they  are  both  eminent.     His  li- 
*'  berality  is  not  confined  to  worth  revealed,  but 
'^  generoufly  contributes  to  raife  it ;  others  have 
''  rewarded  merit,  but  he  makes  it.     He  is  hap- 
**  py  in  the  choice  and  talents  of  his  minifters, 
*^  and  they  in  the  favour  and  fortune  of  their 
*'  mailer.     In  ihort,  this  mighty  emperor  feems, 
**  in  his  whole  life  and  royal   virtues,  to  copy 
*^  out,  with  great  exa£tnefs  and  fuccefs,  the  moll 
'^  glorious  and  popular  of  all  his  numerous  ance- 
'^  flors,  George  the  firji  ;  whofe  name,  notwith- 
*'  Handing  the  duft  and  forgetfulnefs  with  which 
*'  other   great  princes  and  their   atchievements 
"  are  covered,  is  ftill  frelli  and  amiable  in  our 
*'  hidory  and  converfalion  :  it  was  he  who  laid 
*■'  the  foundation  of  the  fettled  profperity  of  our 
*^  country,  and  the  continued  freedom  of  Europe^ 
^'^  aided  by  the  counfels  and  negotiations  of  Suri'^ 
^'  derland^  Stanhope^  and  Cadogan^  great  ftatdfmen, 
**  of  fuperior  capacities  and  boundlefs  humani- 
"^^  ty.     ^y  their  miniftration,  in   //^/V  reign,  vi'as 
*^  firfl  fhaken,  and,  at  laft,  overthrown,  a  formi- 
'^  dable  race  of  ancient  pagans  (long  fmce  extiodl) 
*'  named  paplfls^  the  blind  and  bloody  ilaves  of  a 
*'  wily  wizzard  at  Romey  who,  by  the  magic  of 
^^  failhood  and  ignorance^  and  hycgntinued  and 
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*'  unrelenting^  murders,  poifoned,  ftupified,  and 
"  mifled  chriflendom  for  many  centuries.  A- 
*'  mong  the  deathlefs  glories  of  that  king's  reign> 
"  was  his  having  for  his  fubjeft  ^ohn  Duke  of 
*'  Marlborough, {[irn^imed  ihtgrerity  who  forvifto- 
*'  ries,  triumphs,  and  clemency,  Jir/i  fhaded  the 
*'  luftrc  o{  Julius  znd  the  great  Macedonian,  Him 
"  all  fucceeding  heroes,  guided  by  his  example, 
*'  and  fired  by  his  fuccefTes,  have  ftrove  to  emu- 
"  late,  but  could  never  equal.  Then  alfo  flou- 
**  rifhed  the  immortal  Mr.  Addifon^  whofe  fame 
"  is  in  every  mouth,  and  his  works  in  every 
"  hand.  In  his  writings  are  ftili  feen,  in  all  their 
"  frefhnefs  and  glory,  the  divine  atchievements 
**  of  William  the  thirds  and  the  mighty  Marlbo^ 
**  rough.  The  warrt  of  fuch  a  genius  ajad  fuch  a 
"  pen,  is  the  grief  and  misfortune  of  the  prefent 
«^'  times,  and  has  been  the  complaint  of  every 
"  age  between  him  and  us.  To  compleat  the 
*'  praifes  of  that  reign,  Parker  prefided  in  the 
*'  fenate,  and  out  of  it,  controlled  the  law  j  King 
**  the  bench,  arid  Hoadly  the  mitre. 

In  this  place,  fome  ages  fince,  flood  a  brazen 
equeftrian  ftatue  of  an  old  Britijh  king,*  whofe 
*'  name  is  omitted,  becaufe  his  reign  was  unfor- 
*^  tunate  and  his  end  unhappy.  His  bigotry  to 
*'•  the  ecclefiaflics  was  his  foible,  and  at  length 
*'  his  deftrudion.  "Whilfl,  deluded  with  their 
_**  falfe  incenfe,    and  miftaking    fdf-intereft   in 
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**  them  for  loyalty  to  him,  he  made  them  mote 

*'  than  fubje(Sls,  he  made  himfelf  lefs  than  a  fo- 

*^  vereign.     He  broke  the  conftitution,  becaufe  it 

•'  would  not  bend,  and  baniflied  the  laws  becaufe 

**  they  would  not  flatter.    He  facrificed  the  crown 

*'  to  exalt  the  mitre,  and  oppreiTed  his  fubje6ls  to 

*'  fupport  the  crown.     Monarchy  and  the  church 

*'  became  at^4aft  hateful,  by  making  themfelves 

*'  dreadful,  and,  by  grafping  at  too  much,  loft  all. 

**  The  nation,  after  twelve  years  patience  un- 

*'  der  the  continued   aflaults  of  rapine  and   ty- 

*'  ranny,  had  a  fortuitous  but  favourable  oppor- 

^'  tunity  put  into  their  hands,  to  relieve  them- 

*'  felves.      They  foon  found  themfelves  ftrong, 

«*  and  therefore  grew  unmanageable,  and  con- 

*<  founding  flavery  with  obedience,    (hook  off 

**  both.     The  reft  is  too  tragical. 

•'  The  whole  hiftory  of  this  ill- ad  vifed  prince, 

*'  is  a  panegyric  upon  his  prefent  majefty^  who 

•*  fortifies  his  throne,  and  blefTes   his  people,  by 

*^  following  clofely  the  wifdom  and  example  of 

**  his  great  anceilor  above  mentioned,  the  firii 

*'  of  his  name. 

Upon  the  Jiatueat  Oxford. 
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'Tp  O  George  the  twentieth^  by  the  grace   of 
S*  God,  ^c,  A  prince,  vi^hofe  ftrongeft  right 

i^  tQ  goy^m  mankind  proceeds  figm  his  being 

"  the 
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the  beft  and  wifeft  of  mankind.  Nothing  can 
equal  the  peoples  affe£lion  to  their  monarch, 
but  the  monarch's  benevolence  to  his  people. 
A  noble  emulation  f  their  happinefs  is  hh 
ftudy  ;  his  fafety  is  their  care.  He  rules  by 
deferving  to  rule  :  this  is  his  opinion,  this  his 
practice.  He  owns  no  right  from  heaven,  but 
to  do  good,  nor  from  men,  but  to  prote£l  them. 
He  detefts  being  a  tyrant,  becaufe  his  anceflars- 
wen  kings.  He  thinks  it  diabolical  reafoning, 
that,  becaufe  he  ought  to  defend,  he  may  there- 
fore deftroy.  That  kings  are  the  ordinances 
of  God,  merely  for  being  the  fcourges  of  God, 
he  thinks  to  be  a  propofition  as  dreadful  as 
abfurd,  which  may,  with  equal  juftice,  entitle 
robbers  and  murderers  to  impunity  and  non- 
refiftance.  The  people  are  not  jealous  of  the 
prince's  power,  nor  the  prince  of  the  people^s 
liberty.  He  glories  in  being  limited  by  the 
law  of  the  land,  but  more  in  being  unlimited 
by  the  love  of  his  fubje£ls.  His  wifdom  and 
power  are  employed  for  them  ;  their  hearts  and 
their  purfes  are  open  to  him  ;  both  happy  in 
mutual  and  unreftrained  confidence.  He  loves 
all  his  fubjects,  and  is  by  all  his  fubje6i:s  be- 
loved ;  thisjenowned  nurfery  of  learning  fet- 
ting  an  illuftrious  copy  of  religion  and  loy- 
!'  alty  to  the  remotetl  nations  of  hia  empire. 

«  And 
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"  And  yet  from  this  feat  of  knowledge /^r;>^^r- 
''  ly  iffued  many  black  miils  of  prejudice  and 
'^  io-norance,  and  even  the  peaceful  mufes  were 
'«  drawn  into  fedition  and  outrages.  The  black- 
**  eft  perjuries  and  moft  deftruilive  principles 
"  v/cre  openly  encouraged  and  dt^Qw^^d  ;  and 
"  religion  was  brought  into  real  danger,  to  keep 
'*  the  church  out  of  it.  Every  action  and  every 
'«  name  that  did  honour  to  the  nation  and  to 
*'  mankind,  was  blackened  and  deprefied,  whilft 
*«  the  vileft  villanies  againft  truth  and  liberty 
<"  were  countenanced  and  ej^tolled,  Honeft  men 
**  were  brow-beaten,  weak  men  deluded,  and 
**  profligates  fupported  and  protected  ;  religious 
*'  houfes  were  pulled  down  by  the  drunken  rab- 
"  ble,  and  the  church  vindicated  by  blafpheming 
<•'  mobs.  Hereditary  right  was  fupported  by  per- 
*'  jury,  and  non-refiftance  by  rebellion.  Men  of 
^«  virtue  and  fobriety  were  termed  fanatics,  and 
«'  the  defenders  of  peace,  liberty,  and  law,  i:e- 
^'  publicans  :  But  George  the  firji^  who  had  all 
"  thofe  evils  in  a  particular  manner  to  ftruggle 
*'  with,  as  being  levelled  at  his  per/on  and  title ^ 
'«  at  lafl  overcame  them  all.  He  reformed  the 
*<  priedhood  and  purified  the  univerfity,  and, 
^'  in  fpite  of  pride,  intereft,  and  a  degeneracy 
"  almoft  total,  reconciled  thefe  haughty  bodies, of 
**  men  to  evangelical  religion  and  legal  obedience^ 
"  He  was  the   founder  of  our  prefent  greatnefs ; 

«  foi* 
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"  for  arriving  at  which,  he  chofe  and  prai^ifed  the 
"  moft  natural,  moft  amiable  arts.  He  made  the 
"  good  of  mankind  the  meafure  of  his  power  ; 
**  and  by  making  his  fubjec^ts  wife  and  virtuous, 
*'  taught  them  to  be  great.  He  made  his  people 
*'  powerful,  and  they  him  irrefiftible.  Dying,  he 
*'  left  behind  him  fuch  a  pattern  of  governmenr> 
"  which  has  never  failed  to  render  all  fucceeding 
*'  kings,  who  have  followed  it,  profperous  and 
"  popular.  This  they  have  all  attempted,  but 
*'  his  prefent  majefty  with  the  moft  fuccefs. 

''  Of  the  reign  of  George  the  firji  no  more 
*^'  needs  be  faid  j  it  fhines,  at  this  diftance,  in  the 
"  hiftories  and  poems  of  that  time;  a  time 
*'  fruitful  in  men  of  learning  and  genius,  fa- 
*'  voured  and  patronized,  mare  particularly^  by  the 
"  then  Duke  cfNewcaJile^  *  who,  from  his  early  in» 
*'  fancy  to  the  end  of  a  -moft  dijiingui/hed  and  ha- 
"  nourahle  Ufsy  gave  infinite  proofs  of  a  large 
"  foul,  and  a  difinterefted  love  to  mankind, 
"  liberty,  and  the  more  elegant  arts.  But  the 
*'  character  of  that  great  and  popular  lord  is  well 
'*  known,  and  his  memory  honoured  in  the  fame 
**  degree  as  v/as  his  life. 

•  The  prefent  Duke,   1762,  of  whom  all  we  /hall  lay  h, 
that  our  author's  prophecy  hath  failed  iii  this  inftance. 

My 
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i^LoRD, 

After  an  abfence  of  feveral  pages,  I  again  re- 
turn to  your  lordfhip,  who  muft,  to  excufe  me, 
confider,  I  have  been  attending  a  much  greater 
man  :  but  having  now,  I  hope,  fufficiently  in- 
ilrudied  pofterity  about  erecting  and  dedicating  the 
above-named  ftatues,  and  having  made  ample 
provifions  for  the  expence  of  the  fame,  I  am  once 
more  at  your  fervice. 

I  ihould  now  proceed  to  difplay  and  extol,  as 
becomes  me^  your  lordfhip's  great  piety  and  gal- 
lantry, the  gravity  of  your  carriage,  and  the 
livelinefs  of  your  behaviour,  the  grandeur  of 
your  deportment,  and  the  humility  of  your  con- 
verfation  ;  and,  moji particularly^  I  fhould  celebrate 
your  great  generofity  to  myfelf,  and  your  great 
frugality  to  all  the  world  :  and  your  lordfliip 
may  depend  upon  it,  I  will  very  foon  gratify  my 
own  ambition,  by  equipping  you  with  all  thefe 
great  gifts,  and  many  more. 

At  prefent  a  thing  has  happened,  which  Inter- 
rupts me  in  the  difcharge  of  this  my  neceflary 
duty.  A  thing,  which  the  ihynefs  of  my  na- 
ture will  have  me  to  conceal  from  all  the  world, 
but  fo  good  and  loving  a  friend  as  your  lord- 
Ihip.  My  lord,  it  is  now  twelve  o'  clock,  and 
I  want  a  dinner ;  and,  alas  !  I  doubt  my  book- 
feller  will  not  truft  me  with  ^  Ihilling,  without 

raort* 
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mortgaging  thefe  my  papers  into  his  hands  for 
the  fum  aforefaid.  Thus  muft  half  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  is,  half  your  chara6ler,  be  pawned,  that 
I  may  dine.  Be  afiured  of  hearing  from  me  foony 
for  I  have  your  meafure^  and,  as  becomes  your 
faithful  taylor^  will  finifh  your  full  with  all  fpeedo 
I  am,  with  wonderful  devotion,  and  great  hafte 
(it  is  now  a  quarter  after  twelve) 
My  very  good  lord. 

Tour  lordfmp^s  mojl  dutiful 

andmojl  ohedisnt  humble  fervanU 

P.  5.  To  avoid  the  envy  that  eminent  writers 
muft  ever  expe£},  I  have  determined  not  to  put 
my  name  to  my  work,  until  the  thirtieth  edition 
of  this  treatife,  which  perhaps  may  not  be  this 
month  yet ;  by  which  time  it  is  prefumed,  that 
all  thofe  v/ho  detract  from  its  excellencies  will  be 
hifTed  into  filence  and  fhame  by  the  whole  worlds 

I  defigned  to  have  fubjoined  at  the  end  a  table 
of  the  principal  matters,  as  other  great  authors 
have  done,  but,  going  about  it,  I  quickly  found  I 
muft  tranfcribe  the  whole  book  into  an  indeXj, 
and  fo  gave  it  over.. 

A  Learned 


A  Learned 

DISSERTATION 

UPON 

OLD  WOMEN, 

Male  and  Female, 

Spiritual  and  Temporal^ 

In  all  Ages. 

Whether   in  Churchy    State^    or   S;^? 
change-Alky* 

Very  feafonahk  to  he  read  at  all  HtmeSy  hu% 
efpe dally  at  all  particular  Times » 

To  which  is  addei. 

An   ESSAY  upon  the  prefent  UnioM 
of  the  Wh  iG  -Ch  I  EF  s, 

Firft  printed    in   the  Year    i720» 
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IT  is  recorded  la  the  memories  of. divers 
flory-tellers  in  and  about  this  metropolis, 
that  the  h^^  and  eloquent  Dr.  Byjield^  who 
goeth  about,  pouring  forth  his  divine  breathings 
in  coffee-houfes,  and  prefentinghis  books  gratis  to 
all  who  will  pay  him  for  them  :  I  fay  it  is  credi- 
bly reported,  that  the  faid  doclor  having  a  fuit  in 
chancery  with  a  certain  chymiil,  and  a  venerable 
ferjeant  being  of  counfel  for  his  adverfary  5  he, 
tiie  faid  do^lorj,  humbly  moved  my  lord  chan- 
cellor that  Mrs.  Byfield,  the  wife  of  him  the  faid 
doclor,  might  be  allowed  to  anfwer  and  refute  the 
harangue  of  him  the  faid  ferjeant  ;  and  mark  the 
reafon  !  for  (faid  the  do6tor)  Jhe,  my  lord,  is 
an  old  woman  too  ! 

Whether  this  his  requeft  was  granted,  or 
only  entered  upon  record,  the  tradition  fayeth' 
not.  If  the  challenge  was  not  accepted,  fure- 
ly  it  is  great  pity  ;  feeing  that  from  a  match  fo 
natural,  and  a  contention  fo  equal,  much 
elegant  entertainment  would  have  refulted  to 
the  grave  and  learned  brothers  (or,  (hall  I  ra- 
ther fay,  Jijlers)  of  the  long  robe,  who,  during 
the  ftrife,  muft  have  fxood  flrangely  and  equally 

poized 
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poized  In  their  afFedlions  and  wifhes,  as  being 
equally  allied  to  either  combatant.  I  have,  in*- 
deed,  heard  it  urged,  by  the  partizans  of  the 
old  woman  in  petticoats,  that  the  other  in  the 
coif,  jealous  of  his  reputation,  and  doubtful  how 
the  ifTue  might  determine  the  prize  of  eloquence, 
Bed  the  pit,  and  left  inglorioufly,  his  antagonift 
whetting  her  gums,  and  mumbling  revenge.    But 

the  learned  and   acute  fir ,  knight,    fer- 

jeant  at  law,  does,  with  great  fubmiJJiQn,  conceive^ 
that  this  lafl:  claufe  of  the  tradition  wants 
proof, 

I  muft  own  it  would  have  been  exceeding 
unnatural  and  unfcriptural  for  Mrs.  Byfield 
and  the  ferjeant  to  have  entered  the  lifts  a- 
gainft  each  other,  upon  this  occafion ;  or,  in- 
deed, upon  any  other  whatfoever  :  forafmuch 
as  it  is  written  in  the  hundred  thirtieth  and 
third  pfalm,  verfe  the  firft  ;  behold  hfiv  good 
md  how  pleafant  it  is  for  BRETHREN  to 
dwell  together  in  unity :  And ^  therefore,  it  is 
my  own  private  opinion  of  this  matter,  that 
the  whole  bench  and  bar,  taking  it  into  their 
ferious  confideration,  as  what  might  affect  them 
all,  offered  their  mediation,  and  flopped  the 
progrefs ' of  their  pernicious  difference.  And  in 
this   I  have  the  concurring    opinions  of 


and      ■         and  . — •  and- 


and 
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and   •     ■        with  feveral  others,  all  ahk  lawyers^ 
and  parties  concerned. 

There  is  a  waggifh  acquaintance  of  mine, 
who  carries  the  analogy  between  old  wo- 
men and  grave  barifters,  further  than,  in  my 
judgment,  need  requires  he  fhould.  '  Do  not 
'  you  obferve,  Tays  he,  that  they  have  the  fame 
'  enmity  to  filence,  and  pollefs   the  fame  eter- 

*  nal     wetnefs   of  beard  ?    pray   dillinguifh,    if 
you    can,    between    pleading    and    fcolding  ; 

'  and,    whatever   you   do,    mark  that  hobbling. 

*  p.mble  in  their  gate  5  that  involuntary  nod 
'  of  the   head  ;    that  contra6i:ed    plodding  forc- 

*  head  ;  that  wife  unmeaning  face,  and  thefc 
'  defolate  gums  !  and   then,  confefs  the  invinci- 

*  ble    llkcnefs I   would    furthermore    put 

*  you  in  mind  of  their  equal  taite  in  drefs, 
'  and    their    equal     refemblance  therein ■. . 

*  black    gowns   and    red     petticoats  !    two   co- 

*  lours,  in  v/hich  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  my 
'  lord    J — e    mimics    granny^     or    gra7iny   my 

*  lord  J — e  !  granny  moreover  v/ears  forward 
'  night-cloathi,  and  ties  her  pinners  before, 
<  to  hide  a  bald-pate;  and  Mr.  Serjeant,  and 
'  his   betters,  buty  their  faces    in  mighty  peri- 

*  wigs,    which    inviron   either   chap    and     lie, 

*  like  comely  mares  tails,  on  either  breafl . 

*  for- 
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*  for  why,    they  are   only    hairy  machines  to 

*  conceal  long  ears  !' 

At  the  aflizes  in  ■Caermarthen-Sh'irey  fome 
years  ago,  a  Weljhman^  who  had  never  feen  fo 
fine  a  fhew  before,  afked  a  neighbour  of  his, 
who  was  knov/ing  in  thefe  matters,  '  what 
'  fhentleman  was  that  upon  the  pench  in  hur 

*  cown,  and  hur  pelt,  and  hur  plack  cap  V 
Why^  marry ^  quoth  Morgan,  hur  h  an  old  wo- 
man^ thai  takes  hur  nap  up4n  hur  cujhion^  and 
then  hur  tells  the  Jhewry  hur  tream. 

It  is  plain  from  St.  Paul^  that  old  wives 
fables  were  current  and  prevailing  in  his  time, 
and  he  warns  St.  Timothy  ("the  moft  reverend, 
the  lord  archbifhop  of  Ephefus)  againft  them  ; 
defiring  his  grace^  to  exercife  himfelf  rathir 
unto  gcdlinefs.  But  notwithftanding  that  the 
apoftle's  works  are  ilill  read,  though  they  do  not 
fay  a  word  of  Seuth-Sea  ftock  5  yet  old  wives  are 
in  as  good  eileem  as  ever,  and  their  tales  bear  as 
good  a  price.  There  is  particularly  a  numerous 
tribe  of  ancient  gentlev/omen,  called  Schoolmen 
zn^  fathers^  wlio  are  reputed  a  company  of  ve- 
nerable goiiips,  whofe  evidence  may  be  taken  in 
trials  about  Norwich crzp^s^  wide-kneeed  breech- 
es, the  power  of  the  conftables,  the  primitive 
inftitution  of  parifh- clerks,  the  decimation  of 
eggs  by  the  original  patent,  whoring,  fcolding, 

and 
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T^nd  courtefying  toward  the  rifing  fun  ;  and  the 
like  momentous  points  between  men  anl 
monks. 

But  it  is  very  true,  that  thefe  old  bodies  do  of- 
ten contradi£l  one  another  in  their  evidence; 
either  becaufe  they  know  not  the  truth,  or  will 
not  fpeak  it ;  both  which  are  frequently  the 
cafe  — — .  But  here  a  ready  expedient  is 
offered ;  for  the  pious  attornies,  who  produce 
them,  rHodeftly  reject  every  part  of  the  evidence 
which  makes  againft  them,  zs  forged  or  err onedus^ 
and  are  pleafedonly  to  accept  fo  much  of  the  fame, 
as  makes  for  them,  as  undoubtedly  genuine  and 
valid.  And  if  no  part  of  it  v/ill  ferve  their  turn  ; 
yet  we,  the  defendants,  are  bound  to  believe  that 
it  does;  and  that  is  as  well.  For  the/>/Wat- 
tornies  above- written,  claim,  from  time  imme- 
morial, a  right  to  be  profecutors,  and  judges, 
and  Vv'itnefTes  ;  at  leaft,  witneiTes  for  their  wit- 
nefies,  in  every  law-fuit  which  they  undertake. 
And,  if  we  do  not  acquiefce  in  all  this,  a  law- 
yer of  this  fort  has  told  us,  what  fentence  we 
are  to  expe6t;  even  this,  G — d  d — mn  you  and 
yours  to  all  eternity,  (Tale  of  a  Tub  in  i2mo»  pi 
104.) 

The  admirers  and  followers  of  thefe  ©Id  dufty 
goiTips  are  themfelves  of  the  fame  chara(fler  and 
predicament ;  for,  as  the  faying  is,  old  women  of 

Vol.  J,  D  all 
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all  religions  are  the  fame »     We  are  not  therefore 

to  wonder,  if  we  find,  in  the   i^hole  bree<i,   an 

equal  appetite  for  flogging,  hoarding,   ^ .   kb    ng 

and  fcolding.     From   gammar   Jaron    d  •       to 

gammar  Satanafius^  and  from  gammar  Bc^---. ifius 

down  to  gammar  Beckett  and  from  gam -nar  Heck- 

/f  down  to  gammar Z^z<r<5?,  and  from  gammar  Laud 

(keeping  ftill  in  the  fame y^^j   down  to  gammar 

1     .         you  find  the  felf  fame  fpirit,  and  the  felf- 

fame  arts.   The  multitude  have  been  ftill  bubbled, 

and  taught  or  feared  into  the  worfliip  of  golden 

calves,    or  black    calves,   or   fome    other  forts 

of  calves :    and  the  fame  lying,    falfhood,   and 

cruelty,   have  gone  on  in  an  uninterrupted  line 

sf  fucceffion^  and  uninterrupted  fubmlffion. 

It  is  marvellous  and  inconceivable,  the  ftu- 
pidity    and    dunciblenefs    of    mankind.      *    O 

*  world  !    when  wilt  thou  come  out  of   thine 

*  infancy,   and  aflume   a  beard  ;    and    a  mind 

*  worthy   of  that  beard  1   learn  to  defpife  long 

*  coats ;  reje£l  thy  leaders  and  thy  leading- 
^  firings,  fiand  upon  thy  own  legs  \  be  of 
«  age  ;   look  round  thee,  and  diftinguifli,  at  lail, 

<  truth   and    freedom   from    reflraint    and    dif- 

<  guifes.     But  in  cafe,   my  deareft  child,   that 

*  thou  art  already  fuperannuated  ;   as,  con  fid  er- 

*  ing  the  greynefs  of  thy  head,  and  the  green- 

*  Jiefs  of  thy  behaviour^,  I  fear  me  thou  art; 

*  then 
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*  then,    O    reverend   granny,    loft  is    my   la- 

*  hour,   and  vain   are  my  inftru£lions !   I  will, 

*  however,  bear  my  teftlmony   in    thy  behalf, 

*  and  fhew  thee,  with  the  help  of  thy  fpe£ta- 

*  cles,   how  thou  art  ever  ridden  by  old  wO- 

*  men,    thyfelf  an  old  woman  !* 

Queen  Semiramis  was  the  greateft  King  that 
fwayed  the  fcepter  of  Ajjyrla^  and  exceeded 
by  far  all  that  fucceeded  her.  She  was  indeed 
a  moft  valiant  man,  but  very  lewd,  which  is 
no  fault  in  princes ;  what  is  very  common  be- 
ing very  pardonable.  To  her  fucceeded  her  fon. 
King  Sardanapalus  the  Queen,  who  from  his 
infancy  was  an  old  woman^  and  very  naturally 
fpent  all  his  time,  and  his  fplnning,  amongft 
young  ones.  But,  for  all  the  harmleflhefs  of 
this  he  queen,  he  met  an  untimely  fate,  and 
violent  hands  were  laid  upon  the  Lord's  anoint- 
ed^ to  the  great  grief  of  all  the  true  churchmen^ 
that  is,  the  genuine  worfhippers  of  Bell  and  the 
dragon^  of  thofe  days. 

Thofe  who  came  after  him  were  for  the  moft 
part  like  him  ;  and  from  Semiramis  to  the  end 
of  the  Babylonian  monarchy,  which  lafted  for 
feveral  ages,  all  the  Kings  proved  to  be  of 
the  female  gender,  except  herfelf.  When  the 
monarchy  was  tranfiated  to  the  Medes  and  Per- 
fians^  there  was  but  one  Emperor,  and  that  was 

X)  2  Cyrusy 
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Cyrus^  who  happened  to  be  a  man  :  all  the  reft 
were  old  women  ;  creatures  that  lived  in 
their  dining  rooms,  admired  their  fine  fur- 
niture, wore  rich  brocades,  played  with  th^ir 
monkeys,  beat  and  bit  and  fcratched  their  fer- 
vants,  and  drank  cawdle,  the  tea  of  the 
time;  and,  in  fifie,  faid  and  did,  juft  as  do 
and  fay  our  aged  countefles  in  the  other  end  of 
the  town. 

At  length  the  magicians,  or  priefls  of  the 
eftahUJhed  church  of  BahyUn^  having  great  in- 
tereft  at  court,  and  encouragement  from  the 
prince,  knocked  him  on  the  head  in  return 
for  his  love  j  and,  by  the  murder  of  his  whole 
race,  and  further  cruelty  and  craft,  feated 
themfeives  in  his  throne,  and  yet  kept  the 
murder  and  ufurpation  a  fecret  from  all  the 
world,  .  for  fome  time.  But  the  reigning 
conjurer  being,  like  the  reft  of  the  tribe» 
given  to  wenching,  a  miftrefs  of  his  was  di- 
re<5led  by  her  brother,  who  fufpe^led  facred 
roguery,  to  fearch  his  majefty's  head  for  ears; 
and,  upon  inquiry,  {he  found  he  had  none.  For, 
it  had  happened,  fome  time  before,  that  the 
whole  order  had  their  lugs  lopped  ofF,  for  fome 
pious  pranks  by  them  played* 

Upon  this  difcovery,  the  grandees  invaded 
the  royal  palace,  aliasy  the  royal  brothel,   and 

put 
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put  all  thefe  old  women^  that  is  to  fay,  the 
clergy^  that  is  to  fay,  the  nfurpers^  to  the  fword. 
So  here  ended  the  reign  (though  not  the  roguery) 
of  thefe  confecrated  tnonarchs^  or  fpiritnal  fove' 
reigns^  ox  pagan  popes ^  or  cropped  "prelates^  or  r/- 
prefentatives  of  .'s  perfon,  or,  ^V. 

Proceed  v/e  next  to  the  elecSlion  of  a  new 
old  ivcman.  For  the  lineal  entail  was  broken 
in  th'e  murther  of  Adam^%  heir  at  law,  by  the 
Babylonian  parfons ;  though  fome  of  their  brethren 
fince  have  pretended  to  patch  it  together  again, 
impoilibilities  being  of  no  weight  in  the  fchemes 
of  magicians. 

In  this  ele(9^Ion,  one  Darius  carried  the  di- 
adem by  the  merit  of  his  ftonehorfe ;  which 
flone-horfe,  had  it  not  been  for  the  folly  or 
partiality  of  the  nobility,  ought  to  have  mounted 
that  throne  j  and  then  might  have  been  al- 
ledged,  what  now  cannot  be  alledgcd,  namely, 
that  once  in  a  century  a  creature  of  fom« 
manhood  filled  it. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  that  able  critic  and 
cabalift,  Rahhi  Nick  Nack  Ben  Dry  Paie,  that 
the  hiftorians  are  all  liars  and  dunces  in  the  ac- 
count they  pretend  to  give  of  this  matter 
Fory  fays  he,  /  will  lay  an  even  wager  of  fifty 
to  one,  that  when  the  crown  of  Perfia  wasy  by  a 
vsti  fif  the  judicious  houfe  of  L    ••  ds  ihere^  hung 

D  3  upon 


54        -^  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits, 

u-pon  a  nag^s  noflrUs^  whofe  neighing  was  t$ 
create  a  majier  of  mankind^  and  declare  thi 
Lords  anointed ;  Darius  did  not  aSf  by  the  craft 
af  his  groom  (which  is  the  opinion  of  Cteiias, 
Berofus,  Plutarch,  &c,)  but  by  the  counfel  of 
his  Chaplain,  who  advifed  him,  as  foon  as 
ever  he  came  to  the  randying  ground^  to  bray  with 
all  his  might  \  and  if  you  take  this  method^  added 
the  fage  Do^or^   and  bray    with   becoming  vehe^ 

mence,  by  G /  will  venture  my  foul  upon  it, 

you   are  monarch  of  the  Eaft,      For^    continued 
isis  Reverence,  in  fuch  a   hurry    and   difcord  of 
the  paffions,    as   ivill  necejfarily  fill    every   breajl 
upon  fo  great    an  occafion^    who    will  diftinguijh 
ChefnuVs   voixe  from  yor^r  lordjhip''s  voice,    or    a 
i'l fy-Qf^i  a  pair  of  bag-pipes  ?     Rabbi  Nick- 
nack  adJs,   that  Earl  Darius,  finding  this  expe- 
dient the  eafieft  and  moH  natural  to    him   of  all 
the  expedients  in  the  v/orid,  whenever  he  found 
hinifeif  upon  the  place  of    trial,     clapped   his 
finger  to  one  noilril,  and  brayed  v/ith  the  other, 
with  fo   bewitching    and    fo    royal   an    accent, 
that  the  whole  houfe  of  Nobles,  then  prefent, 
whipped  off  their  hats,    and  bowing  with  their 
faces  to  the  earth,   as  if  the  chaplain   himfelf, 
©r  an  altar  had  flood  in  their  way,    cried   out 
with  one  accord,    0  King  Darius,^  live  for  ever. 
He    was   then  taken  and  crowned,   being  firft 

anointed^ 
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anointed^  and  having  taken  an  oath  to  defend 
the  rights  of  the  clergy  and  convocation  ;  the 
archbifhop  performing  the  ceremony,  the 
reverend  Dr.  Tygris  reading  prayers,  and  the 
chaplain  aforefaid  preaching  the  fermon,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  hy  his  majeji/zy  fpecial 
command y  and  he  had  the  firft  good  living  that 
fell. 

So  eafily  are  kingdoms  earned,  and  by  fuch 
certain  figns  and  criterions  does  heaven  point 
out  the  perfons  of-  princes  ;  who  being  of 
divine  inflitution,  the  divine  will  muH-,  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  be  exceeding  clearly  conveyed 
through  the  fnout  of  a  horfe,  or  of  an  afs ;  a 
very  ufual  vehicle  or  inftru6tion,  in  all  ages  and 
climates ! 

But  as  every  old  woman  that  totters  under  a 
crown,  rules,  or  fcolds,  or  blafphemes,  or  mur- 
ders, or  burns,  by  divine  appointment ;  fo  the 
old  women,  alias  Emperors  of  Perfta^  continued 
to  plague  mankind,  and  mifgovern,  as  heaven's 
lieutenants,  till  Alexander  the  Great,  who,  in 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was  indeed  a  king 
of  the  mafculine  gender,  came  with  all  the 
violence  of  war,  as  heaven's  lieutenant  alfo,  to 
dethrone  and  put  an  end  to  them  :  for  he  that 
was  ilrongeft  always  happened  to  have  the  divine 

D  4  autho* 
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authority  on  his  fide,  contrary,  and  yet  agreeable, 
to  the  orthodox  fyilem. 

ViSir'ix  caufa  Dils  placuit, 

Alexander  himfelf  foon  degenerated,  and,  be- 
fore he  arrived  to  the  flower  of  his  age,  grew 
an  old  woman,  like  the  reft ;  became  won- 
derfully addi6^ed  to  fcolding,  and  doated  on.  no- 
thing but  fine  gowns,  and  citron  water. 

His  immediate  fuccefTors  refembled  him  ;  they 
were  at  iirft  men,  and  at  laft  drivelers  j  and,  for 
thofe  kings  who  fucceeded  theniy  they  were  old 
wives  from  their  cradles. 

There  never  was,  in  all  the  Eaft,  a  braver 
race  of  men  than  the  Amazons,  whofe  Queens 
were  alio  the  braveft  of  Kings.  Tamerlane  too 
happened  to  be  a  prince  of  a  male  genius  : 
but,  excepting  as  before  excepted,  there  has 
(carce  ever  been  known  fuch  a  character  as  a 
king  in  all  the  great  continent  of  Afta^  though 
abounding  in  monarchs.  Their  frequent  ex- 
ercifing  of  craft  and  cruelty  does  in  no  de- 
gree determine  them  men  ;  the  fame  being  alfo 
cxercifed,  though  in  a  fmaller  meafure,  by  cro- 
codiles, wolves,  kites,  adders,  and  thelike  em- 
blems and  patterns  of  fuch  imperial  old  vvomea 
as  play  the  devil  by  divine  right, 

■   But 
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But  thefe  royal  vermin,  who  fucked  the  blood 
of  their  fubjetfls,  and  were  the  rclentlefs  foes 
of  mankind,  became  all,  in  their  turn,  the 
booty  and  vafTals  of  the  Romans^  who  knocked 
them  on  the  head,  or  imnrifoned  them,  or 
fuffered  ihem  to  enjoy  a  precarious  and  flavifli 
fovereignty,  juft  as  they  had  behaved  them- 
felves. 

The  Romans  were  a  nation  of  men,  and 
friends  to  their  fpecies,  lovers  of  liberty,  and 
defpifers  of  life,  when  thefe  two  bleiTmgs 
were  incompatible.  They  propagated  polite- 
nefs  and  laws  ;  and  hunted  down  tyrants  and 
barbarity,  wherever  they  came.  They  taught 
mankind  to  diftinguifh  between  manly  obe- 
dience, proceeding  from  rational  confent,  which 
is  the  allegiance  of  fubje£fs  j  and  involuntary 
fubmiiiion,  extorted  by  fears  and  force,  which  is 
the  lot  and  condition  of  ilaves. 
'  Their  religion  was  of  a  piece  with  thelf 
politics,  and  part  of  them.  The  civil  ma- 
giflrate  was  either  the  prieft  himfelf,  or  the 
prieft  was  prompted  by  him  ;  and  the  only  piece 
of  prieftcraft  which  the  old  repuhUcan  clergy 
praf^ifed,  was  to  lye  laudably,  by  the  dtre(5lion 
of  the  magiftrate,  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
monwealth. The  hands  of  the  government 
were  not  lied  up  from  encouraging  public  fpi- 

^  S  rit^ 
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rit,  by  the  paultry  fear  of  alarming  the  ec 
clefiaftics.  Every  principle  and  every  adion, 
which  promoted  their  prefent  liberty  and  pro- 
sperity was  lawful,  virtuous,  and  religious,  in 
the  eyes  of  that  noble  people  ;  who  had  no 
idea  of  the  encroachment  of  liberty  upon  re- 
ligion, or  of  the  church's  clafhing  with  the 
ilate,  or  of  the  creature's  contending  for  fupe- 
dority  with  its  creator,  Thefe  were  monfters 
yet  unborn,  and  abfurdities  as  yet  uninvented,, 
which  lived  not  till  liberty  was  dead,  and  till 
eld  women  fucceeded  heroes.. 

The  Romans  preferved  their  liberty  fo  long 
as  they  preferved  their  virtue.  At  laft  ambition 
and  bribery  feized  the  fenate-houfe,  and  were 
followed  by  every  evil  art,  and  every  wicked 
purpofe  :  the  corruption  began  at  the  great, 
who  fpread  it  among  the  people,  and  debauch-* 
ed  them,  in  order  to  en  Have  them.  Shews> 
£arc€S,  and  mafqu6rades,  made  them  idle,  and 
depending  upon  thofe  who  gratified  them  with 
thefe  fine  fights  and  diverfions.  At  long-run,, 
their  higheft  ambition  was  to  live  and  fee 
jheivs.  In  the  end,  being  fully  purged  of  all 
fenfe  of  virtue  and  freedom,  the  whole  Ro^ 
man  people,  who  had  conquered  the  world, 
and  had  poliihed   it,    they,    who   had  depofed 

tyrants. 
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tyrants,  and  fet  mankind  free,  became  them- 
felves  an  eafy  prey  to  a  traytcr  of  their  own 
raifing. 

Men  have  been,  and  are,  gener^^lly  taught 
from  their  early  youth  to  admire  and  reverence 
the  firft  Cafar  :  at  which  I  am  aftoniftied ;  for 
he  was  one  of  the  moft  wicked  and  bloody  meti 
that  ever  the  earth  bore.  He  ftuck  at  no  vil- 
lany,  no  vilenefs,  no  deftru6llon,  to  gain  his 
ends,  and  ruin  his  country.  Omnium  fefninarum 
martins^  ^  omnium  virorum  uxor^  is  the  leaft  worfl 
character  that  can  be  given  of  him.  If  he  was 
fbmetimes  guilty  of  mercy,  it  was  from  no  tender-- 
fit{s  of  heart,  or  for  any  righteous  purpofe  ;  but 
purely  to  catch  gudgeons,  and  make  his  tyranny 
popular.  In  fhort,  Julius  Cafar^  like  moft  other 
conquerors,  is  intitled,  in  an  humbler  de- 
gree, to  that  fort  of  glory,  which  is  due  to 
Behebuh^  for  daring  the  almighty,  and  deface* 
ins;  the  creation. 

Thofe,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  ufurpation 
oi  Ro?ne^  were  for  the  moft  part  fuch  an  execrable 
race  of  vermin,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  other 
character  to  be  given  of  them,  than  that  Em^ 
feror  and  old  woman  were  terms  fynonymous  ever 
9^fpnv_ards.. 

D  6  Tfee 
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The    emprefs     Claudius    deferves     particular 
notice.     She  left  the  empire  to  the  adminiftration 
of  whatever  perfon  happened  to  be  moft  in  her 
good  graces,  for  the  time  being :  and  fo  fome- 
times  her   wife  was  q^ueen,  and  fometimes  her 
footman  ;  while  the  good  woman  Claudius  her^ 
felf  turned   author,  and  fcribled,  and  gormandi-^ 
zed,    and     got   drunk,    every   day  of  her  life. 
I^ec  temere  unquam  tridinio  abfcejjit  nifi  dijientus  ^' 
madens^  fays  Suetonius,     Ju&.  like  the  learned  and 
valiant    monarch  of  another    country,.  I  meaa 
Queen  James  the  firji  of  Magnag^afcar  ;    who,, 
bating  her   averfion  to  tobacco,  was  as  true  aa 
old  woman  as  ever  driveled,    or  tippled  geneva* 
Queen   '^amss  was.   alfo  a  royal   benefador  ta 
Grub'Jlree,ty'2iVL^  prefident  of  the  learned  fociety 
there,.    She  writ  books,,  and  made  fpeeches,  and 
was  greatly  fubje£^  to  the  loofenefs  ^  which  laft  I 
take  to  be  the  true  reafon  why  the  learned  Queen 
James*^    performances  fmell  but     littje    of  the 
conjurer  J    feeing    that    it  is    obferved  by   Mr. 
Lockey  in  his  treatife  of  education,  that  they.^  wha 
{^re  very  loofe^  have  feldomjlrong  thoughts. 

Behold  here,  O  curious  reader,  a  full  and 
true  charader  of  our  prefent  writers  upon 
moft  fubjeds !  even  becaufe  they  write  with 
empty  bellies,  or  with  pills  in  their  bellies  ; 
therefore  our  [preachers  and  poets  do  con-. 
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fefs  in  their  produ6lions,  the  flipperlnefs  of 
their  guts.  Lamentable  cafe  !  that,  amongft 
all  the  lagions  of  the  learned,  there  is  hardr 
ly  to  be  found  one  flirewd  cojlive  fellow,  ex- 
cept myfelf,  and  my  admirers  ! 

This  malady  of  the  guts  is  alfo  producftive 
of  pernicious  efFeds  amongfl  ftatefmen  and 
crowned  heads.  Her  late  majefty  took  phy- 
fie  that  very  day  upon  which  fhe  figned'the 
treaty  at  Utrecht  ;  and  it  was  obferved  that,  all 
the  while  it  was  making,  her  miniftry  went 
frequently  to  the  little  houfe.  And  indeed  it 
is  well  known,  that,  during  the  laft  three 
years  of  her  reign.  Dr.  Arbuthmt  was 
conftantly  about  her,  either  by  himfelf,  or 
proxy  \  that  is  to  fay,  either  the  phyfician,  or 
the  glifter-pipe,  was  in  daily  practice.  The 
late  Duke  of  Ormond.  was  taken  with  a  flrano-a 
griping  of  the  guts,  when  he  was  in  Flanders^ 
which  lafted  all  the  time  he  flayed  there,  and 
was  the  untoward  reafon  why  he  deferted  the 
allies.  But,  notwithftanding  this,  it  is  thought 
his  late  Grace  would  never  have  run  away 
from  England^  had  not  a  right  reverend  fon 
of  the  mitre,  for  his  own  righteous  ends, 
perfuaded  him  that  he  looked  pale,  and  begged 
him  in  all  love  to  take  a  purges  he  followed 
the  ghojlhj  advic$  i    and  behold  it?   operation  1 

the  , 
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the  very  next  day  he  ikrted  from  his  clofe- 
flool,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  galloped  away^ 
as  faft  as  if  ^ack  Ketch  had  been  at  his  heels, 
and  never  halted  till  he  came  to  the  pretendeVy 
who  is  himfelf  a  poor  laxative  knight  as  ever 
wore  a  garter,  and  has  a  court  moft  miferably 
alHicied  with  the  bloody- flux, 
■  There  is  a  confiderable  king  in  Europey 
who  has  been  troubled  with  agues,  loofenefles^ 
and  evil  counfellors  for  two  or  three  years  : 
at  laft  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  ajirin" 
gentSy  and  turn  off  the  Cardinal-,  and  now  all 
is  like  to  go  w^ell  with  him  again. 

As  to  ourfelves  5  God  be  praifed,  we  are 
bleffed  with  a  fet  of  able,  cojlive  ftatefmen, 
who  have  not  gone  to  flool  thefe  three  years, 
except  as  hereafter  is  excepted  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

when   they  preferred  — and    and 

and   ■ ' ■  and  — — — ,  ctim  mult  is  alils  ;    as   alfo 

when   they  entered  into  a  ^  with  ■ — — and 

»— - —  &€,  as  likewife  when  they  declared  that 
they  had   no  intention  to  repeal  - — — —  ;  aS 

alfo  when  they  negle6i:ed  to and and 

*"         and  and  and  «  and  ■■ 

and  — ;    as    likewife   when    they  contrived 
bow  to  filence  • -■ — ;    as  alfo  when   they 
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lilcewife    when   they  formed  a  fcheme   to  gain 

fuch    a  vaft  ;  as  alfo  when  they  agreed 

to    give  -•— —   and    ;    as    likewife   when 

they   were  entering   into   a  coalition   and  con- 
cert with   •— —  and  and  :  As  alfo 

when  they  encouraged and and  ■ 

and . 

Were  I  to  go  over  all  the  hems  and  except 
tions,  I  {hould  never  have  done ;  and  fo  I  turn 
my  foot  into  my  firft  path,  and  proceed  with  my 
dijfertat'ion upon  old  tuomen. 

To  Queen  James  fucceeded  another  queen  j 
I  mean  he  who  was  nick-named,  the  confejfory 
like  king,  like  counfeilors !  this  fucking  mo- 
narch got  him  a  wife,  and  yet  went  ftill  in 
kading-ftrings  :  Mother  William  Laud^  and 
madam  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.^  who  had  been 
his  father's  miftrefs,  were  his  governors,  ««- 
limited  and  uncontroulahle. 

The  kingdom  grew  afliamed  and  weary  of 
being  governed  and  opprefTed  by  fuch  a  grlzzel^ 
and  fo  pulled  her  out  of  her  elbow' chair y  and 
never  fuffered  her  to  fet  her  breech  in  it  af- 
terwards ;  though  fhe  tried  all  means  whatfoever, 
fometimes  fcolding,  fometimes  befeeching,  fome- 
times  tricking,  and  fometimes  hiring  bullies  to 
fight  for  her. 
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After  a  long  civil  contention  for  liberty 
and  dominion,  which  I  pafs  over  in  filence, 
becaufe  it  was  between  men  and  men^  who 
do  not  belong  to  this  my  fubjeil; ;  come  we, 
in  the  next  place,  to  the  riotous  reign  of 
Queen  Sardanapalus  the  lid,  who  negle£kd 
God  and  men  to  drink  French  wine,  and  play 
with  French  harlots  and  lap  dogs.  Tliere 
began  then  to  be  a  great  decay  of  fobriety, 
virtue,  and  manhood;  and  nothing  triumphed 
but  the  excife,  fornication,  and  the  church. 

After  a  long  reign  of  luxury  and  feminine 
weaknelTes,  Queen  Sardanapalus  departed  this 
life,  by  the  pious  affiftance  of  the  priefls  and 
lier  brother  the  Princefs  James ;  who  mounted 
the  throne,  and  fhewed  herfelf  as  errant  an 
eld  wife  as  ever  fhook  a  fcepter. 

She,  ever  fhe  had  well  broken  the  corona- 
tion oath,  which  fhe  had  not  yet  taken,  ta- 
king into  her  ferious  confideration  the  ob- 
vious infirmities  of  her  fex  and  her  under- 
Handing,  put  herfelf,  the  firft  thing  fhe  did, 
under  the  guardianfhip  and  abfolute  direction 
of  an  old  harlot  at  Rome^  famous  for  her  flink- 
ino-  breathy  and  her  treble  night-cap.  Then 
her  majefty  went  on,  like  a  creature  fuperan- 
nuated,    as  fhe   was,   to  play   flrange   pranks, 

fom© 
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fome  ludicrous,  and  fotne  mifchievous.  Ki\\Q^ 
worfhipped  wafers,  pretended  to  devour  her 
mediator,  and  claimed  a  right  to  eat  up  her 
people.  No  body  would  take  her  bond  for  a 
groat  i  and  {h^  herfelf  owned  that  her  oath 
was  not  worth  a  .  rufh.  As  fhe  was  an  old 
woman  herfelf,  fo  {ki^  a£^ed  by  old  women  ; 
and  particularly,  fiie  got  a  jury  of  old  wives, 
in  long  coats  and  coifs,  to  pronounce  a  ver- 
dict, that  Jlje  might  lawfully  and  innocently  do 
what  mif chief  and  wickcdnefs  Jhe  ivould :  and 
{o  faid  the  facred  fifrers  of  the  furplice  ; 
alledging  that  every  old  gentlewoman,  wear- 
ing a  crown,  had  a  divine  charter  from  God  to  re- 
itzt\\AQ  fatan  as  much  as  fhe  pleafed. 

Queen  Ja?}us,  encouraged  by  all  thefe  fine 
fpeeches,  let  loofe  his  inclinations,  and  de- 
vilized  with  all  his  might.  But,  as  he  was 
driving  furioufly  over  the  life  and  limb  of  every 
fubje6t  that  flood  in  his  way,  without  any  re- 
fiflance,  which  was  prohibited  hy  tht  convocation ^ 
he  unadvifedly  galloped  over  a  neji  of  the  ivay^ 
ward fijhrs  aforefaid,  and  took  away  the  articles 
of  their  club^  This  hurt  and  provoked  them 
damnably.  For,  though  they  are  the  moft  pa- 
tient creatures  upon  earth,  when  evil  befals  o- 
thers  ;  and  will  upon  that  occafion  ur2:e  the 
iandity    of  fubmiffion,    with    wonderful    zeal  ; 

yet 
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yet  fuch  is  their  mortal  antipathy  to  fuiterirtgs  la 
their  ov/n  perfons,  that,  upon  any  trial  of  that 
kind,  they  feem  to  be  the  only  people  upon  the 
globe,  to  whom  God  has  given  leali  of  the  grace 
of  refignation, 

Queen  James  now  found  that  this  was  their 
true  fpirit.  For,  though  they  had  themfelves 
pointed  out  to  him  the  very  high  road  to  oppreili- 
on,  yet  no  fooner  had  he  given  them  a  rovai 
gripe,  but  they  fet  up  thefr  apoftolic  throats,  and 
yelled  fo  loud,  that  they  were  heard  all  over  the 
kingdorrsjand  rouzed  the  multitude,  from  all  quarters 
to  their  aiFiftancej  that  very  multitude,  whom  they 
had,  a  few  days  before,  been  infatuating  into 
the  difpolition  and  acquiefcence  of  flaves, 
they  had  now  the  art  and  the  impudence  to 
animate  into  rebels,  in  their  own  fenfe  of  the 
word. 

The  manly  part  of  the  nation,  and  lovers 
of  liberty,  took  advantage  of  the  phrenzy.  of 
the  prince,  and  the  animofity  of  the  wayward 
fifters^  to  frighten  Queen  James  into  a  nun- 
nery, and  to  fet  a  king  upon  the  throne  ;  the 
only  one  they  had  feen  there,  fmce  the  days 
of  King  Befs^  of  manly  memory. 
■  The  wayward  Jijhrs,  finding  that  they  had 
now  in  reality  got  a  king  over  them,  and 
not  a  queen  under  them  5  which  laft  had  been 
their    lot    and    felicity    for    near    a    hundred 
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years  ;  and  perceiving  withal  that  the  king 
would  not  kneel  to  them,  or  put  his  power 
and  fcepter  into  their  hands  ;  they  grew  de- 
vilifh  outrageous  and  turbulent.  The  firft 
thing  they  did,  in  their  anger,  was  to  vote 
themlelves  forfworn  ;  for,  llap-dafh,  they 
ftrlpped  the  king,  at  one  pull,  of  his  divine 
rights  and  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  the  ex- 
cluded Queen  James^  from  whom  they  had 
alfo  rent  it  in  their  wrath,  a  month  or  two 
before. 

But,  in  f^lte  of  their  craft,  and  difloyalty, 
the  king  kept  his  crov/n  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  his 
mercy  and  merit,  they  preferved  their  averfioix 
and  malignity. 

A  queen  came  next ;  and,  with  her,  prof- 
perity  and  a  kingly  govern?nent,  for  feveral 
years  ;  which  once  more  difappointed  and 
provoked  the  wayward  fijlers^  v/ho  yelped  as 
bitterly  as  ever  ;  but  yelped  unheard,  till  her 
majefty  grew  old  and  into  a  refemblance  of 
her  anceftors ;  and  then  all  things  went  topfy- 
turvey,  and  the  wayward  JijTers  flourifhed  and 
rejoiced.  Eutjuft  as  they  were  mfullcry^  and 
daily  expe£^ation  of  their  hereditary  old  woman 
from  abroad^  the  other  at  home  dropped,  before 
they  could  bring  it  to  pafs ;  and  the  kingdom  got 
a  king  a  fecond  time,  and  dill   keeps  him,  not- 

with- 
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withflanding  all  the  ftniggles,  and  fedltlorr, 
and  praying,  and  counter-praying,  and  preach- 
ing, and  drinking,  and  lying,  and  fwearing, 
and  forfvvearing  of  the  wayward Ji/ieys^  m  order 
to  fend  him  home  again. 

It  is  indeed  agreeable  to  the  ambition  and 
•felf'love  of  the  way%vard  Jtjiers  to  hate  kings  ', 
for  a  monarch  that  refolves  to  be  a  man^  will 
never  put  himfelf  under  the  dominion  of  old 
women^  nor  gratify  their  fpleen  :  whereas 
when  a  queen  reigns,  the  wayzvard  Jijiers 
are  all  kings/  Behold  the  reafon  of  their  pre- 
fent  rage  !  the  prefent  monarch  does  not  touch 
their  roaft,  nor  their  boiled  ;  their  fack,  nor 
their  flierry  ;  their  copyholds,  nor  their  peter^ 
pence.  On  the  contrary,  he  gives  them  all  good 
ufage  and  encouragement ;  he  prefers  the  worthy, 
and  is  not  fevere  to  the  worthlefs.  But  all  this 
pUafes  not  the  wayward  filers.  They  cannot 
impofe  upon  their  prince,  nor  pifs  upon  the 
laws,  nor  opprefs  the  people,  nor  prey  upon 
fcrupulous  confciences,  nor  be  forfworn  with 
fuccefs.  Thefe  are  their  great  grievances  i  or,  if 
they  have  greater,  I  wifti  they  would  produce 
them.  If  his  majefty  would  but  pleafe  to  con- 
defcend  to  their  modeft  demands,  and  be  led, 
like  their  pupil,  or  diiven  like  their  property  ; 

he 
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be  might  make  beggars  or  bacon  of  his  fubjef^s, 
and  welcome  :  nay,  divine  authority  would  be 
believed,  and  fcripture  mlfquoted,  to  fupport 
him  in  it.  But,  as  he  behaves  himfelf  at  prefent, 
he  will  never  be  the  favourite  of  the  wayward 
Jijhrs. 

I  have  thus,  with  great  labour  of  body  and 
brain,  fearched  into  the  records  of  time,  and 
given  my  attentive  reader  an  edifying  abftra6l 
of  univerfal  hiflory,  of  which  I  have  fhewn 
old  women  to  have  been  the  principal  heroes. 
If  we  look  now  into  the  difputes  and  tranf- 
a6iions  between  nation  and  nation,  we  fliall 
affuredly  find  that  they  ever  prevailed,  or  mif- 
carried,  according  as  they  employed  men  or 
old  women  in  ths  ^management  of  their  affairs 
civil  and  military. 

And,  not  to  go  too  far  backward  in  this 
difquifition,  let  us  only  remember  with  what 
a  different fpirit  and  fuccefs  the  affairs  of  France 
were  conductied  by  that  court  forty  years  ao^o, 
from  what  the  affairs  of  another  court  were, 
v/hich  fhall  be  namelefs :  and  the  reafon  lay 
here ;  the  French  miniflers  wore  beards,  and 
the  Britijh  minifters  wore  petticoats  ;  choice 
guardians  of  the  nation  !  who,  whilft  they  were 
fupported  in  their  avarice  and  merry-makino-s, 
from    St.  Gfrfnains,    cared    not   what    became 

of 
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of  their  country,   or    of  Europe y    or  of  chrifti- 

snity. 

In  the  matters  of  peace  and  war,  the  cafe 
is  jLift  the  fame.  In  the  Jaft  war,  for  exam- 
ple, againft  France^  a  tnale  general  was  em- 
ployed, and  under  him  a  race  of  men  ;  and 
they  hevv^ed  down  all  oppofition  :  neither  ftone* 
walls,  nor  intrenchments,  nor  numbers,  nor  the 
danger  of  the  church,  could  fland  before  them  : 
nor  could  rivers  or  louis-d'ores  retard  theii*  bra- 
very. They  fiormed  towns,  they  routed  armies^ 
they  eat  fire,  and  did  every  thing  with  a  mafculine 
air:  alas  !  what  were  a  hundred  thoufand  French 
girls,  whether  nuns  or  foldiers,  in  their  hands  ? 
and,  for  half  a  fcore  marefchals  of  France,  they 
confidered  them  as  only  fo  rrij^ny  dancing  ola 
women  on  horfeback,  with  feathers  in  their  caps, 
and  diflafFs  in  their  hands,  who  never  milTed 
being  kicked  head  over  heels,  and  fent  to  Paris 
to  get  their  wigs  new  powdered  i  which  yet  did 
not  mend  the  matter. 

It  is  thought,  if  the  war  had  continued,  that 
Madam  cle  Maintenon  would  have  headed  the  ar*- 
my  in  Flanders,  and  recruited  it  with  feveral  an- 
tiquated belles,  and  the  nymphs  of  St*  Cyr : 
this  filled  all  the  heroes  at  Ferfailles  with  burning 
envy,  and  they  all  brigued  againfi:  her  goingl 
but  it  is  thought  that  all  their  politics  would  have 

failed 
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failed  them,  had  they  not  luckily  reprefented 
to  the  grand  monarchy  who  was  every  day  grow- 
ing lefi,  the  invincible  Louis,  who  was  every  day» 
beaten,  the  irmnortal  wan,  who  was  dangeroufiy 
ill  oi  a  fiftula  ;  that,  if  he  made  his  old  nurfe 
a  general,  he  would  have  no  body  to  attend  his 
ijjlie  behind.  This  made  great  imprefTion  upon 
him  ;  and  fo  Goody  Villars  was  appointed  com- 
mander in  chief,  inflead  of  Goody  Scarron,  As 
foon  as  file  came  into  the  field,  (he  aave  out 
fcolding  fpeeches  how  fiie  would  do  feveral  wo- 
manly exploits.  But  (he  was  well  paid  for  her 
prating,  and  forced  to  run  to  fave  her  life. 

This  was  the  unequal  flrife,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  between  fwords  and  diflafFs. 
But,  when  things  began  to  look  towards  an  ac- 
commodation, the  tables  were  quite  turned* 
France,  which  hitherto  had  fent  old  wives  for 
warriors,  appointed  Now  vigorous  men  for  her 
negotiators  :  and  another  kingdom.,  which,  to 
its  deathlefs  glory,  had  employed  Her 0£  s  to 
fight,  did,  to  its  endlefs  infamy,  employ  old 
women  to  treat  j  wretched,  toothlefs,  impotent 
old  women,  who,  had  their  luck  been  of  a  fize 
with  their  brains,  mufl:  have  borne  the  parifh 
badge  !  the  lively  and  ingenious  John  of  Lapland -^ 
and  the  able  and  d^(:cQTn'^X\ih^<iTho?7iasLordSpeUweli, 

are 
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are  a  brace  of  hopeful  flatefmen  !  and  yet,  with 

all  their  zeal    and    humble   compliances,    they 

had  not  the  common  capacity  to  fell  the  honour 

of  their  country,  even  after  others  had  brought 

it  to  market  for   them,  without  the  affiftance  of 

prompters. 

To  come  now,  towards  the  end,  to  fpealc 
of  my  own  country,  of  which  I  have  not  hi- 
therto faid  one  word  ;  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
the  increafe  of  old  women  grows  marvelloufly 
great  amongft  us.  It  is  moreover  grievous  to 
confid^r,  by  what  heavy  and  contemptible  in- 
flruments  this  fhameful  change  is  v.Tought. 
lo  i  our  evil  cometh  from  the  dull  heart  of  the 
^  city,  and  we  are  enchanted  by  z  Jlupld  kennel 
cf  flock' jobbers^  who  cheat  us  out  of  our  money 
and  our  fex^  and  then  ftand  godfathers  to  us, 
and,  by  way  of  tender  derifion,  chriften  us 
Bubbles ! 

Let  us,  my  brethren  and  countrymen,  either 
properly  and  patiently  put  on  petticoats ;  or  re- 
fume  our  manhood^  and  {hake  off  this  fhameful 
delufipn,  this  filthy  yoke,  put  upon  our  necks 
by  dull  rogues  from  Jonathan's  ;  plodding 
dunces !  who  carry  their  fouls,  if  they  have 
any,  in  their  pockets ;  and  who,  if  you  take 
them  out  of  the  alley^  have  not  the  underfland- 

ing 
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Ing  of  carmen,    nor   the    agreeablenefs    of  ba- 
boons. 

I  fliall  conclude  this  light  paper  with  fome 
thoughts  of  a  grave  nature,  and  dwell,  for  two 
or  three  pages,  upon  a  fubjecfl  which  gives  me 
infinite  delight ;  I  mean,  the  prefcnt  concord 
between  St.  James\  and  Leicefter-fitUs, 


Vol.  I. 
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ESS     A     Y 

Upon  the  late  Union  of  the 

Whig-Chiefs. 


THE  i-eConciliatioft  of  our  two  courts 
is  of  fuch  happy  confequence  to  the 
nation,  and  the  royal  family,  as  muft  be  high- 
ly pleafing  to  all  men,  who  love  either.  DifFe- 
rences  of  this  kind  are  nothing  rare  ;  but  they 
generally  have  public  ill  confequences,  and  weak- 
en the  hands,  and  embarrafs  the  wheels,  of  go- 
vernment. I  thank  God,  the  late  one  has  pro- 
duced more  coldnefs  than  violence,  and  more 
talk  than  terror.  It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  no>* 
thing  was  done  on  either  fide  during  the  breach, 
which  may  occafion  painful  pangs,  or  angry  re» 
flexions,  now  it  is  cured.  I  doubt  not  but  the 
ynion  is  as  fincere^  as  I  wifh  it  1  ailing. 

Though 
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Though  I  always  looked  upon  the  late  mif- 
underftanding  as  a  great  evil ;  yet,  now  it  is 
pall^,  1  do  not  know  whether  fome  good  may  not 
come  of  it.  It  will  have  fhewn  the  wh'igs  that 
they  are  much  miftaken,  if,  upon  every  fit  of 
fpleen  or  difguft,  they  think  to  meet  a  refource 
among  the  tories^  who  are  not  ufed  to  give  any 
quarter,  much  lefs  fhelter,  to  men  who  v^ill  but 
part  with  a  piece  of  their  principle.  He  who  goes 
over  to  them,  muft  not  go  halting.  If  they  have 
a  mind  to  go  to  Ra?ne^  or  the  pretender  ;  it  is  not 
enough  that  you  do  not  oppofe  them,  or  even 
that  you  vvifh  them  a  good  journey  :  if  you  do 
not  go  along  with  them,  and  accompany  them  to 
the  very  laft  ftage,  you  do  nothing.  A  vote  and  a 
fpeech  now  and  then  will  not  ferve  them  ;  they' 
mud  have  all  your  votes,  and  all  your  fpeeches, 
oiherwife  you  will  never  be  loved  nor  trufted. 

It  will  alfo  have  taught  the  f cries,  that  the 
whigs,  however  divided,  are  ftill  too  many  for 
them,  and  can  fubfift  without  fneaking  compli- 
ances, or  dangerous  coalitions  with  them.  There 
have  been  but  few  inftances,  of  late,  where  they 
have  been  fufFered  to  exert  that  fpirit  of  opprefli- 
on,  which  is  infeparable  from  them  ;  and  fewer, 
I  hope,  of  their  being  ciFered  feats  near  the 
helm.  The  principle  of  a  whig,  and  that  of  a 
Jacobite,  are  fo  oppofite  and  heterogeneous,  that 
there  can  be  no  other  mixture  or  comprehenfion 

E  2  be- 
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between  them,  but  that  of  the^one*s  devouring 
the  other.  Every  other  proje6t  for  reconciling' 
them  is  madnefs  or  knavery,  and  there  is  not  at  ~ 
prefent  the  lead  poflible  pretence  for  it ;  which  I 
take  to  be  none  of  the  leaft  bleffings  attending  the 
prefent  agreement. 

The  whig  interefl:  is  again  united,  and,  for 
aught  I  know^  the  more  ftrongly  for  having 
been  difunited,  it  is  therefore  a  happy  and  an 
unexceptionable  feafon  for  doing  all  thofe  ne- 
cefTary  public-fpirited  things,  which  are  want- 
ing for  the  eflabliihment  of  whiggifin^  but 
which  were  prevented  by  the  late  rupture.  I 
hope  it  will  now  be  enquired,  whether  our  uni- 
verfities  arc  not  the  very  fihks  of  fedition,  and 
of  every  wicked  principle;  and  whether,  en- 
joying, as  they  do,  at  the  nation's  coft,  eafe  and 
abundance,  they  do  not  pay  the  nation,  in  re- 
turn, with  difafFe(Sted,  flavifb  doctrines,  and 
poifoned  youth.  Let  the  univerfities  remain 
but  un purged,  and  the  jacMes  may  fneer  in  our 
face  at  every  other  fcheme  of  ours  for  our  fecu- 

rity. 

Princes  are  always  refpecSled  abroad,  in 
proportion  to  their  ftrength  at  home.  It 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  this  our  domeftic  unani- 
mity will  raife  our  foreign  credit  ftill  higher, 
and  make  the  ptace  with  Spaln^    which  feems 

to 
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60  linger,  go  on  with  greater  alacrity  and  eafe  ; 
and  it  is  reafonably  hoped,  that  hereafter  we 
fhall  be  more  upon  the  fquarc  with  our  good  allies* 
both  in  the  adminiftrations  of  war,  and  in  the 
negotiations  of  peace,  than  our  circumftances 
have  hitherto  fuiFered  us  to  be. 

I  therefore  congralulate  my  countrymen  upon 
the  prefent  happy  pacification  and  unanimity. 
It  will  make  us  confiderable  to  our  friends,  and 
formidable  to  our  foes.  It  will  enable  us  to 
avow,  protecS)",  and  encourage  every  public 
principle  ',  and  leave  us  without  excufe,  if  we 
difown  or  neglect  it.  It  will  render  every  oppo- 
fition  impotent,  and  >every  fliift  and  procrafiina- 
tion  fcandalous.  It  will  ferve  to  fhew,  whether 
our  pad  omiffions  and  trimmings  were  founded 
upon  real  weaknefs,  or  fleevelefs  pretences  ; 
and  whether  we  wanted  power  or  inclinations 
to  bid  defiance  to  craft  and  corruption.  Here 
are  public  grievp.nces,  and  here  is  a  call  and 
an  opportunity  to  redrefs  them.  Here  are  ene- 
mies in  our  bofom,  and  here  is  a  fit  occafion 
and  capacity  to  quell  and  difarm  them  — If 
we  are  in  earneft,  the  fuccefs  is  fure.  In  this 
cafe  to  fucceed  v/ell  is  only  to  mean  well  ;  and 
nothing  but  felfifti  perfonal  regards  can  obftru(5t 
the  public  good,  which  therefore,  we  hope,  will 
not  be  obftruded  at  all. 

We   may  prefume,  that  no  man,  who  calls 
feimfelf  a  «//>/>,  will  make  delay  or  difficulty,  to 

E  3  come 
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come  roundly  into  every  fchcme  which  will  bring 

advantage  to  his  country,  and  honour  to  himfe]f  ; 

we  may  particularly  expe£l  that  no  man,  who 

bears  that  character,  will  oppofe  or  poftpone  the 

fcouring  of  thpfe  neRs  of  pedants,  who  fill  the 

kingdom  with  locufls   and  difloyalty  j  who,  by 

their    execrable    pofitions    and    example,    have 

diflbived  all  the  ties  of  confcience,  and  common 

honefty  ;    who   have   fan£tified   the    hellifh   fin 

of  perjury,  and   tacked   fame  and  reputation  te 

iedition   and  rebellion.     They  have  been  heav« 

ing  at  our  conftitution,  railing  at  liberty,  civil 

and  religious,    and    poifoning    the  nation   time 

out  of  mind  :  fo  that  I  cannot  fee  how  wc  can 

any  longer  neglect    putting  a  flop  to  this  popu-^ 

Jar  contagion,  without  giving  up  the  firft  law 

of  nature,  that  of  felf-prefervation  and  felf-de* 

fence. 

The  profpe(Sl:  I  have  of  the  cure  of  this 
great  evil  gives  me  joy,  as  the  continuance 
of  it  has  often  given  me  fadnefs  ;  and  I  amufe 
myfelf  with  the  certain  expe^ation  of  a  new 
and  agreeable  fcene.  What  I  have  faid  may 
probably  appear  warm  language  5  but  it  is  en- 
tirely the  efFe£i  of  public  fpirit,  and  of  my 
own  privatejudgment.  God  knows,  I  have  no  per- 
fonal  animoiity  towards  thefe  men,  who,  as  to 

thdf 


A  Cordial  fir  Low  Spirits,         7^ 

their  morals,  deferve  pity ;  and,  as  to  their 
genius  and  produdlions,  are  below  contempt  : 
and,  as  to  their  income  and  circumftances,  no 
body  envies  thenn  their  plenty  and  idlenefs  ;  nor 
are  we  demanding  a  reformation  of  gluttony 
and  lazinefs*  All  that  we  contend  for  is,  the 
taking  away  of  their  ftings ;  we  will  tolerate 
them  to  be  drones,  but  cannot  allow  them  to  turn 
our  world  upfide  down. 
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APOLOGY 

FOR 

Parfon  JLBERONI,^ 

GOVERNOR 

T  O 

King   PHILIP,     a  Minor  ; 

AND 

Univerfal  Curate 

Of  the  whole 

Sfanip   MO  N  A  R  C  H  Y  ;: 


THE 


Whole  being  a  ihort,  but  unanfwerable  Defence 
of  Prie/icraft,  and  a  New  Confutation  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Bangor, 

printed    in    the  Year  1719- 


PREFACE. 

>yo  the  charadiers  and  defcriptions 
^  -^  in  this  little  treatife  are  intended 
for  a  picture  of  one  fet  of  men  only^ 
who  have  dijiinguijhed  them/elves  as 
much  by  their  uncommon  praBices 
and  pojitionsy  as  I  have  done  by  this  un^' 
common  apology y  I  may  reafonably  hope 
that  none  will  rail  at  it,  who  are  not  hit 
by  it.  'Therefore^if  any  gentlemen  pleafe 
to  take  it  ill  that  I  have  publijhed  their 
pourtraitures,  /  am  ready  to  thank 
them  :  their  anger  'will  be  my  defence  ; 
and  it  will  be  fufficient  for  the  juftifica-' 
tion  of  my  copy,  that  there  are  really 
fuch  originals.  'They  have  long  fat  for 
their  pidiurCy  and  the  features  are  fo 

E  6  flrong 
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Jlrong  and  obvious  y  that  it  was  fear  ce 
fojible  to  mifs  them*     If  they   appear 
frightfuU  now  they  are  drawn,  the  fault 
is  not  in  me. 

How  amiable  is  the  character  of  a 
clergyman 9  when  it  is  not  fiained  by  the 
wearer  !  and  every  good  man  will  ho^- 
nour  that  mini/ier  who  does  not  dijhonour 
himfelf  That  there-  are  ft  ill  many  fuch 
is  my  pleafure  ;  that  there  are  not  more, 
is  my  concern.. 

I  added  an  explanation  of  this  kind  by 
way  (f  pojifcript  to  the  fecond  edition, 
and  have  prefixed  it  as  a  preface  to  the 

third.     It  may  be  necejfary  to  the  wilful 
and  the  weak,, 

The  gueffes, which  have  been  made  ^- 
bout  the  author;  give  me  occqfion  to  de,^ 
dare  to  the  world,  that  my  name  neves- 
yet  was  in  print ^^ 
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IT  is  furprlzing  what  fublime  confequences  are 
produced  by  the  humbleft  inftruments.  One 
would  think,  that  brafs  is  z.  metal  void  of 
comelinefs  and  merit,  either  in  colour  or  fmell";, 
and  yet  a  fuitable  portion  of  it,  placed  conveni- 
ently upon  \}^z forehead^  does  frequently  entitle 
the  hearer  to  the  higheft  ftations  in~  church  and 
ftate.  It  often  makes  a  hold  figure  at  the  head  of 
a  regiment,  and  often  coTnmands  attention  at  the 
council  table.  In  TFeJimin/ier-HaUit  is  loud,  and 
therefore  fuccefsful  ;  and,  in  parliament,  popular 
and  perfuafive,  for  the  fame  reafon.  And  then 
again,  if  you  take  it  in  another  capacity,  it  ftill 
carries  all  before  it.  Thomas  a  Becket  was  arch* 
biftiop  of  Canterbury^  as  have  been  fince  feveral 
other  good  dodlors  of  equal  meeknefs  and  me- 
rit, whom  my  fear  of  giving  offence  keeps  me 
from  mentioning ;  and,  at  this  very  time,  a 
certain  ^/»^(?//Vtf/ gentleman  *,  who  fliall  alfo  be 
namelefs,  is  cardinal  of  a  great  church  f  be- 
twixt Newgate  and  Tyburn, 

•  \>x,Sa(bevmk  f  %UAndrcw\  Holbora,^ 

O  catholic 
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0  catholic  brafs,    manifold  are  thy  virtues 

I  admire  thy  intereft,  though  I  never  felt  thy 
fricndfhip  5  an  obftinate  fellow,  one  Modejly 
by  name,  never  fuiFering  me  to  make  acquaint- 
ance with  thee.  Thou  fortunate  favourite  of 
the  court  and  the  cafTock,  many  a  fair  lady 
haft  thou  won,  and  many  a  fair  poft  enjoyed  [ 
powerful  alfo  is  thy  force  in  argument :  how 
invincibly  haft  thou  fupported  the  divine  right 
of  kings  and  clergy,  their  unbroken  fuccefiion, 
and  unlimited  power,  to  the  utter  confufion  of 
common  fenfe,  and  the  Bijhop  of  Bangor, 

But  to  proceed  with  the  mighty  events  that 
arife  from  contemptible  caufes  j  every  body  has 
heard  that  the  famous  Sir  John  Whittington^  at 
his  firft  fetting  out  in  the  world,  had  no  great- 
er cargo  than  a  homt\y  tabby  f^^,  and  fhe  too, 
like  other  mortal  merchandize,  fubjedl  to  tare 
and  tret*  But  fhe  proved  a  mighty  hunter^  and, 
by  her  teeth  and  reputation,  promoted  her 
fellow  traveller  to  the  chief  poft  in  the  chief 
city.  And  thus,  to  draw  a  moral  from  the 
flory,  the  deJlruBion  of  rats  became  the  generation 
of  a  knight  and  a  lord  mayor* 

1  have  heard,  in  foreign  countries,  of  a 
Befhy-headed  chamber-maid,  who,  from  pinning 
her  mijlrefs's  rump,  got  aft  ride  three  nations  9 
^nd  rode  them  almoft  out  of  breath  5   for  fhe 
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was    corpulent^   and,  for  the   moft  part,  had  a 
fpur  in  her  head. 

Even  the  great  Virgil  became  a  courtier  by 
being  a  farrier  ;  and  a  tapjier  *  has  been  the 
elements  of  dinambajfadof. 

Arts  and  fciences  themfelves  have  had  their 
birth  from  trivial  chance.  Mufic,  as  fweet 
a  girl  as  fhe  is,  had  a  dirty  anvil  for  her  mo- 
ther, and  a  bafe-born  hammer  for  her  father, 
and  was  midwifed  into  the  world  by  a  footy 
blackfmith.  And  aftrology  derives  its  genea- 
logy from  cow-keeping,  the  Chaldean  herdf- 
men  having,  while  they  looked  after  their 
flocks,  grown  familiar  with  the  Jiars,  Thus 
Venus  had  her  water  firft  watched  by  ruftics, 
who,  one  would  think,  could  have  neither y?v/^ 
ficient  breeding  nor  capacity  for  pimping  ■  but 

the  moft  elegant  arts  were  rude   in  their  begin- 
nings. 

A  friar-i  whilft  he  was  boiling  up  a  balfam 
for  a  broken  fhin,  ftumbled  upon  the  genera- 
tion of  gun-powder,  which  was  therefore  con- 
ceived in  the  womb  of  a  gally-pot,  imide  pregnant 
by  a  prieji. 

The  great  Pope  Sixtus  the  fifth  owed  his  tri- 
ple crown  to    the  keeping  of  pigs,  and  from  a 
mean  fwine-herd    mounted  till  he  came  to   be 
chief  of  another  herd^    ftill  preferving    an  ana^ 
logy  between  his  firjl  and  hji  employment* 

The 

•  Matthew  Prier I 
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The  great  Tampion  had  never  made  watches, 
had  jie  not  fiift  n>ade  hob- nails. 

All  this  wafte  of  learning,  which,  tn  other 
handi^  might  fill  many  books,  may  ferve  to 
introduce  the  manner  and  motive  by  which  I 
came  to  be  an  author.  Know  then,  curious 
reader^  that  a  ftationer  in  the  city  having,  laft 
week,  trujled  me  with,  an  inkhorn  and  the  ap- 
purtenances, I  began  immediately  to  make  uie 
of  it,  and,  upon  a  trial  of  my  geniusj  I  found 
I  could  make  as  good  a  figure  in  print  as  Tome 
other  famous  writers,  whofe  merit  is  beji  known 
to  themfehes. 

My   firft   attempt  was    upon   the  witty   and 
voluminous   Mr.   Miji^    the  journalift,    becaufe 
I  would  begin  with  fomething  fignal  at  my  firft 
fetting  out.      I  found    his     paper,    after   much 
fearch    in  a   blind  ale-houfe,  near  Hockly  in  the 
Hole,     Having  met   my  rival  for  fame,  inflant- 
]y  I    drew    my  pen^  and,  by   feveral   hold  Jirokes 
upon  his    margin^    difcovered   plainly   that  fenfi 
and  modejiy   were  not  his  feconds^  for   they    both 
proved  mine.     But,  for  all  this   dreadful  enmity 
between  us,  I  will  candidly  own   that  the  Jews^ 
for  whom  he  lately  drew  up  an  inimitable  peti- 
tion, have   almoft   as  good  a  title  as   himfelfto 
ans  fort   of  advancement  in   a  chri/iian  common^ 
wealth.      My  antagonift  would  certainly  fill,  a 
particular  tall  {ofti  which  is  empty  oft^nfr  than 

it 
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U  Jhould  he^  with  becoming  merit  and  jujllce^ 
But  fee,  how  thefe  parfons  run  away  with /)rtf- 
ferments  from  the  laity  !  This  very  poft  is,  I 
am  told,  conferred,  for  the  prefent^  upon  a  ge» 
nuine  fon  of  the  church,  who  has  confcientiouJJy 
deferved  it. 

Behold,  kind  reader,  a  true  und  full  account 
of  the  origination  of  this  admirable  pamphlet. 
If  heaven  fpare  me  my  life  and  my  inkhorn^ 
it  is  likely  I  may  fwell  into  volames,  as  divers 
and  fundry  ufeful  writers  have  done  for  no  bet- 
ter  reafon. 

Having  thus  fucceeded  beyond  cxpetElation. 
in  my  firft  eflay,  I  am  emboldened  thereby  to 
an  undertaking  equal,  if  poflible,  to  my  laft, 
and,  from  the  defence  of  Mr.  Mf/l,  I  intend  to 
pafs,  perhaps  naturally  enough,  to  an  apologjf 
for  the  reverend  parfon  Alheroni,  who,  by  the 
high  flation  he  enjoys ^  of  vice-roy  over  the  king 
of  Spain,  is  become  the  mark  of  much  unrea-^, 
fonable  envy.  This  tafk  of  mine  will  lead 
me  to  open  and  juftify  the  grounds  and  com- 
mendable aims  of  the  flourijhing  trade  of 
prieji- craft,    for    which    1    promife   myfelf    the 

pious  '  thanks    of     the    convocation,     the     next 

time  it  fits, 
I  hope  I   {hall  need  no  excufe  for  the  (harp 

things  which  my  zeal  for-  the   church   and   the 

(ardinal  will  tenjpt  me  to  utter. 

As 
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As  to  the  trifling  charge  ^gainft  my  client^ 
that  he  has  commanded  his  pupil^  to  break  through 
faith  and  treaties,  and  furprize  his  neighbours, 
though  it  be  very  true,  there  is  nothing  at 
all  in  it,  I  behold  with  fhame  the  ignorance 
of  mankind,  as  to  what  pajfes  daily  amongji  us. 
Do  we  not  all  know  that  oaths  and  obligations, 
when  they  are  fo  faucy  as  to  fetter  the  catholic 
pleafure  or  profit  of  the  clergy,  are  ever  broken 
through  by  the  whole  hody^  with  great  fortitude 
and  unanmity  ?  Nor  is  there  any  malignity  in 
this  convenient  piece  of  wickednefs  5  for  the 
mofi  damnable  fm  ceafes  to  be  (09  as  foon  as  the 
frieji  has  unchriftened  ity  and  fucked  out  its 
venom  with  a  Salvo :  when  he  has  done  this, 
as  a  godly  cafuift  finely  obferves,  Licet  ante  pec^ 
caver int ;  jam  non  peccant :  that  is,  the  moji 
grofs  finners  are  now  innocent^  being  undamned  hy 
the  prieji. 

This  ought  to  be  meant  of  the  laity  5  for  as  to 
the  clergy,  who  are  the  avowed  porters  of  hea^ 
ven^  and  comptrollers  of  its  power  and  keys,  and 
treafurers  of  its  wrath  and  mercies,  I  cannot 
conceive  they  {hould  be  at  any  time  in  an  un- 
fand^ified  ft  ate,  let  them  do  what  they  wilL  To 
us  indeed,  who  being  laymen,  and  only  the 
beajls  of  the  people^  fee  no  further  than  the  ex-* 
ternals  of  things,   a  parfon  may  appear  a  very 

fad 
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fadfelloWy  and  tainted  with  that  which,  in  one 
of  another  chtby  might  feem  great  lewdnefs. 
But  alas  !  they  have  an  indelible  chara^er  which 
confecrates  all  their  a<Slions,  and  is  the  fpiritual 
fait  that  keeps  the  corruptions  of  the  clergy  from 
flinking. 

It  niay  perhaps  be  not  unbecoming  my  pre- 
fent  defign,  to  enquire  a  little  in  what  nook 
or  quarter  of  the  prieft  this  indelible  charaSier^ 
conveyed  by  ordination,  lurks ;  and  I  think  it 
is  evident  it  cannot  lodge  in  the  caflbck  or 
habit,  fmce  the  fame  has  been  often  worn  by 
lay-girlsy  who,  being  only  companions  to  the 
holy  priefi  in  their  labours  and  exercifes^  could 
not  pretend  to  take  orders,  or  be  ever  infill 
tuted  and  indu5led. 

Nor  can  thXs  ejjential  and  unalterable  fpot  refide 
in  the  carcafs  of  the  prieft.  For  when  a  Le- 
vite  has  been  malicioujly  toffed  off^  a  heam^  and 
expired  for  want  of  footings  or  died  a  natural 
death  of  debauchery^  or  in  any  other  manner 
worthy  of  himfelf  it  has  never  been  known  that 
the  faid  carcafs  forgave  fins^  or  executed  any 
other  branch  of  the  ecclefiajlical  office.  For  it 
is  remarkable,  that  when  a  parfon  is  dead^  he 
lies  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  another  hody^ 
which  is  a  confutation  of  a  point  generally  be- 
lieved, namely,  that  a  prieft  is  ntv^er  a  good 
•neighbour^ 

I  would 


^2        ^  Cordial /or  Low  Spirits. 

I  would  not  have  it  alleds:ed  that  the  above* 
named  Jlaln  of  prieflhood  {licks,  like  bird- 
lime, to  the  foul  of  the  Doctor,  when  the 
fame  has  given  his  body  the  flip,  or  that  he 
keeps  his  orders^  when  he  has  loft  his  organs. 
Profane  wits  will  make  a  jeft  of  a  ghofi  in- 
orders^  and,  looking  upwards^  be  furprized  to 
find  a  priejl  in  a  place  where  no  one  would  expeSf 
him.  But  let  fuch  a  fcofFer  be  anfwerable  for 
his  own  mirth,  I  am  fure  I  have  a  very  good 
meaning. 

However,  though  this  indelible  chara6ler  muft 
for  ever  remain-  a  profound  myfiery  to  me^  who 
am  but  an  uncir  cumcifed  lay -man,  and  though  I 
am  in  duty  bound  to  know  what  I  cannot  under ^ 
Jiand ;  I  have  ftill  fomething  further  to  fay  in 
defence  of  my  favourite  cardinal,  his  leaping 
aver  oaths,  which,  as  I  have  already  proved, 
cannot  tie  down  a  church- man, 

Archbifhop  Laud,  befides  his  taking  and  ten- 
dering oaths  with  an  ^f.  ^\i\z\i  fome  weak  fa^ 
natical  minifiers  would  not  fwalJow,  and  were 
therefore,  like  filly  fellows,  unworthy  of  their 
chih  and  order^  undone,  becaufe  they  would 
not  be  forfworn  j  I  fay,  befides  this  elTay  of 
his  perjury  for  the  good  of  himfelf  and  the 
church,  he  and  the  king  obliged  the  clergy  of 
Scotland  to  fwear  to  a  canonical  conformity  to  a 

•    Htu&gj 
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l-ilurgy,  a  year  before  it  was  made.  And  I 
have  read  of  a  monarch,  a  glorious  church- 
man, for  whom,  once  a  year^  many  godly  re- 
vilings  and  falfhoods  are  uttered,  and  many 
handkerchiefs  wet,  who,  befides  many  other 
inftances  of  his  fincerity  and  devotion,  fwore 
to  the  efpoufals  of  one  lady,  while  he  was  en« 
gaged  by  heart  and  hand  to  another  whom  he  af- 
terwards married. 

What  I  would  from,  hence  infer  in  favour 
of  my  client,  is,  that,  if  a  popifh  prince  and 
a  popifh  pried  have  as  good  a  right  to  be  for- 
fworn  as  an  EngUJJ)  catholic  prince,  and  an 
EngUJJ)  catholic  priej}^  the  cardinal  and  his  pupil 
ft  and  juftified. 

You  mud  own,  reader,  a  monopoly  of  per- 
jury is  not  public  fpirited  —  I  do  not  indeed 
envy  any  of  our  ovvn  clergy  their  full  Jh  are,  who 
may  have  been  trading  that  way  ;  but  to  engrofs 
tbe   whole  commodity   would  be  unfair  trafficking^ 

But   to  go  on  with  my  apology  Kings 

are  accountable  to  none  but  God,  and  the  priejls 
to  none  but  themjelves.  As  this  prirtciple  is  ex- 
actly agreeable  to  the  pretenfions  and  pra£^ices 
of  the  church  in  all  ages,  I  would  be  glad  to 
fee  that  dariug  infidel,  who  calls  it  in  queftion. 
The  lay-world  may  make  oaths,  and  take 
them,  but,  fo  long  as  their  force  depends  upon 

ih« 
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the  pleafure  and  explications  of  the  clergjr, 
they  will  be  but  of  fmall  fervice  to  mankind. 
I  will  vouch  for  the  priefts,  that  they  always 
fcorned  to  be  barred  by  the  trifling  regards  of 
confcience  and  f wearing^  from  the  more  catholic 
purfuits  of  their  pleafure  and  power  ;  and  hif- 
tory,  both  ancient  and  modern,  will  vouch  for 
me.     I  will  give  inftances. 

When  the  prince  is  hard-hearted  enough  to 
humour  the  church-men,  by  oppreiling  and 
.plundering  the  laity,  and  politic  enough  to  di^ 
vide  the  fpoils  with  them,  then  it  is  damna- 
tion to  refift  him,  becaufe  he  has  a  divine  right 
to  be  mifchievous  to  all  men  but  themfelves  : 
But  if  his  majefty  is  fo  ill  advifed,  as  to  pro- 
voke their  rage  by  his  benevolence  to  man- 
kind ;  or,  if  by  a  fchifmatical  adherence  to 
truth  and  liberty,  he  fruftrate  their  hopes  of 
snaking  him  a  good  church-man^  the  church 
grows  prefently  in  imminent  danger  from  vir- 
tue and  moderation,  who  are  notorious  difftn- 
ters  from  orthodoxy  \  then  it  is  little  better  than 
damnation  not  to  refift  him,  and  wpcs  are  de- 
nounced againft  the  fearful  hearty  and  the  weak 
hafid. 

As  to  his  prefent  majefty,    there   are  thofe  of 
the  clergy,    who  have  forfworn  to  be  true  and 
faithful  to  him,  over  and  over,   and  yet  do  not 
fp  much  as  pretend  they  mean  any  fuch   mat- 
ter. 
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ter.  They  fay  they  muft  fwear  or  ftarve,  which 
is  a  confefliorv  that  they  would  rather  be  damned 
than  faft.  VVhat  a  tribe  of  fimpletons  were 
the  martyrs  in  all  ages  !  their  heterodox  notions 
-made  them  erroneoufly  prefer  their  fouls  to 
their  bellies,  and  even  to  their  lives — And 
yet  they  had  a  flronger  plea  for  conforming  to 
idolatry  and  perjury,  as  death  and  tortures 
are  fomewhat  more  frightful  than  bare  depriva- 

on  But    now-a-days,   by    unlverfal  am- 

fent^  tithes  bear  a  higher  price  than  confcience 
hi  any  market  in  England. 

In  Edward  the  fixth's  time,  the  clergy,  io 
fliew  themfelves  true  conformifts,  forfook  their 
tiarlots  and  the  mafs,  and  were^  to  appearance, 
reconciled  to  one  woman  and  the  new  tefta- 
ment.  In  queen  Mar'/s  reign  they  abandon- 
ed the  gofpel  and  their  wives,  and  re-became 
orthodox  catholics,  and,  to  prove  it,  grew  godly 
burners  of  all  that  had  either  a  confcience  Of 
a  bible.  Upon  queen  Elixaheib's  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  they  once  more,  like  conformable 
friends  to  ihemfehes^  forfwore  and  complied, 
and"  afterwards  plotted  and  rebelled.  But  her 
reign  proved  long  and  glorious.  And  indeed 
feme,  who  have  not  that  reverence  for  the 
gown,  which  they  ought  to  have,  are  of  opi- 
nion,   that  it  is  a  certain   fymptom  of   happy 

times, 
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times,  when  the  priefts  run  mad  and  cabal  |. 
for,  fay  they,  while  the  people  are  fufFered  to 
€njoy  their  own,  the  clergy  can  have  no  plun- 
der ;  whereas,  in  a  general  oppreffion,  the 
prince  and  priefts  generally  divide  ftakes— 
They  add,  that  wolves  and  ravens  never  fare 
heji  but  where  there  are  moft  carcafles.  But 
thefe  things  ought  not  to  be  fpoken  ;  and, 

I  wonder   how    any  man   in  his  fenfes  dare 
fay   fuch    difrerpe<5iful   things  of   the  officen  of 
God  Almighty  s  revenue,    who  alfo   are   a  board 
of  commiffioners  for  managing    his    power,  or 
rather  their  own  power,   by  his  min'iftratton^ 

In  the  bufinefs  of  excommunication,  for  in- 
flancc,  do  we  not  fee  their  Maker  is  made  little 
better  than  their  executioner  ?  He  is  obliged 
not  only  to  ratify  their  fentence,  but  to  deliver 
the  peribn  excommunicate  into  the  fafe  cuftody 
of  Satan,  their  gaoler  in  comitQtu  Hell,  The 
prifoner,  the  while,  not  finding  himfelf  a  bit 
reftrained  by  his  crediting  landlord,  t^e  devil^ 
goes  to  the  court,  and  for  a  little  money  is 
abfolved,  be  his  crime  what  it  will,  and  this 
fentence  a1fo  mujl  be  ratified  in  heaven,  and 
the  former  unratified  ;  aad  the  great  God,  as 
if  he  were  the  conftable  of  the  court,  muji 
take  the  prifoner  out  of  a  goal  where  he  ne- 
ver  was,    and   from   the  cuftody  of    a   gaoler 

whom 
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tvhom  he  never  faw,  and  re-inftate  him  in  a 
church  which  perhaps  he  never  owned.  Thus 
is  the  creator  of  all  things,  and  the  giver  of 
all  good,  made  the  inflrument  of  their  anger 
and  avarice,  and  a  property  to  bring  them  re- 
verence and  money. 

Thefc  things  are  not  at  all  aggravated  here, 
and  yet  the  bare  mention  of  them  may  feem  to 
expofe  them  ;  but  I  mean  no  more  by  it  than 
to  fhew  the  wonderful  and  Inconceivable  power  of 
the  priefihoody  who  are  as  implicitly  obeyed  iit 
heaven^  as  they  ought  to  be  on  earthy  and  have 
the  upper  and  infernal  world  as  much  in  their 
gift,  as  he  has,  who  is  the  Maker  of  both  ; 
nay,  much  more ;  for,  as  a  reverend  Dodlor 
of  cur  church  has  it,  h*  has  given  them  his  com- 
mijfion  to  difpofe  of  them,  and  he  cannot  contra^ 
diSl  himfelf  They  will  not  allow  the  King  of 
Kings  the  common  prerogative  of  pardoning  a 
poor  felon^  once  in  a  feiTions,  without  their 
confent,  and  then  he  muji  not  be  punifhed. 
How  great  and  awful  muft  thefe  men  be  who 
are  thus  abfolute  over  the  ahfolute^  and  Kings  of 
the  King  of  Kings  !  This  may  perhaps  feem  to 
reprefent  them  as  no  friends  to  monarchy,  but 
this  cannot  be  imagined,  fince  they  themfelves 
are  the  monarchs  of  God  and  men. 

After   all   this  omnipotence    which    I    have 
proved  to  be  in  the  clergy,   where  is  the  need 

Vol.  I.  F  of 
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of  believing  in  any  <?/^^r  God,  or  of  living  as 
if  there  was  one  ?  No,  no,  if  you  would  be 
4ihfohved  and  faved^  believe  in  the  prieft,  and  live 
in  the  fear  of  the  cajfock.  What  can  be  more 
handy  than  our  having  a  forgiver  and  a  Savi^ 
our  in  every  parifh,  befides  deputy- pardoners, 
and  Journeymen-Saviours F 

There  is  indeed  an  antient  treatife  named 
fcripture^  which,  if  we  give  any  credit  to  it^ 
would  be  apt  to  ftagger  this  our  faith  in  the 
clergy.  It  was  of  great  repute  at  the  refor- 
mation by  a  few  Doctors,  who,  not  knowing 
their  own  power,  bafely  facrificed  the  intereil: 
of  the  furplice  to  that  of  chriflianity.  But 
their  fuccefTors,  wifer  than  thefe  old  fellows, 
and  better  church-men^  finding  that  the  faid 
book  was  pragmatical,  and  would  be  oppofing 
the  policy  and  proceedings  of  their  fociety, 
tranflated  all  the  reverence,  which  was  former- 
ly paid  to  that  venerable  old  book,  to  a  book 
of  canons,  compofed  on  purpofe,  as  a  rival  to 
bring  the  other  under  difgrace,  infomuch  that 
it  is  now  for  the  moft  part  condemned  to  the 
mean  office  of  teaching  children  to  read.  A 
certain  modern  bijhop  *  has  indeed  done  his  ma- 
licious part  to  reftore  it  to  its  prijtine  regard  and 
dignity,  but,  as  he  is  zealoufy  oppofed  by  all 
th^  truly  orthodoxy  it  is  hoped  by  many  he  will 

not  fucceed. 

Com- 

*  Dr.  Uoadl^-i  then  biihop  of  3angory  "late  of  Windefler* 
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Commend  me  to  the  German  monk  whom 
I  have  feen  mentioned  fomewhere,  I  think,  by 
Monfieur  Le  Clerc,  This  genuine  prieft^  faith- 
ful to  the  intereft  of  his  order,  told  his  pe- 
nitents in  the  godlinefs  of  his  zeal,  That  there 
was  a  certain  book^  writ  in  Greek,  called  the 
new  teftammt^  which  was  full  of  hereftes  ;  and 
another  certain  hook  writ  in  Hebrew,  called  the 
old  teftament^  which^  if  they  believed  it^  would 
make  them  all^QWS, 

I  would  recommend  the  example  of  this  monk 
to  our  own  monksy  but  thej  have  faved  me  the 
trouble. 

There  is  an  outcry  in  the  mouths  of  too 
many  of  the  laity  againft  the  clergy,  which  I 
think  is  very  unreafonable ;  they  accufe  them 
of  an  implacable  enmity  to  knowledge  and  il- 
lumination ;  which  is  very  true,  and  yet  vzvy 
juft.  How  often  muft  thefe  perverfe  men  be 
told.  That  learning  and  eyes  in  the  laity  are 
the  greateft  caufes  of  the  contempt  of  the 
clergy  ?  Why  fhould  we  be  inquiring  into 
points  which  ought  only  to  be  believed  tho- 
roughly, but  never  underftood  nor  conceived  ? 
It  ought  to  fuffice  us  to  knovi^  that  the  priefts. 
knov/  all  things.  This  might  at  iirft  have 
prevented  dilTenters,  and  ought  now  to  reclaim 
ihem.    If  we  did  but  humbly  and  lazily  fol- 

F  2  low 
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Jfow  our  guides,  it  would  fave  us  much  trouble, 
and  yet  put  thera  to  noyie . 

Befides,  this  charge  is  to©  general  ;  for  they 
are  always  willing  we  fhould  read  and  under- 
fland  ihofe  few  texts  that  fpeak  civilly  of  the 
priefthood,  and  wifli,  no  doubt,  there  were 
more  of  them.  Nay,  now  and  then  they  are 
fo  courteous  as  to  fplit  a  verfe  in  the  bibie 
with  us,  and,  keeping  one  half  to  themfelves, 
give  us  generoufly  the  other.  For  example^ 
Se  wife  OS  ferpents^  mid  innocent  as  doves,  is  a 
text  they  feem  very  ready  to  divide  with  us, 
"Irhe  harmlefihefs  of  the  pigeon  is  at  our  fer- 
vice,  but  wc  muft  not  pretend  to  rob  them  of 
the  ferpent. 

The  cunningeft  ferpent  that  ever  was,  I 
mean  the  devil  in  Milton,  compafTed  the  earth 
by  night,  and  could  not  endure  the  enlightened 
fide  of  the  globe. 

ne  fpace  of  feven  lontintud  nigkts  he  rode 
In  darknefs^"^ 

How  agreeable  the  policy  of  the  arch-fiend 
is  to  the  other  gentlemen  in  blacky  I  need  not 
explain —-— Without  doubt,  the  wifdom  and 
good  parfSy  even  of  the  devil,  are  imitable. 
Who  can  blame  them  for  hiding  deformities 
and  cloven  feet?    Should   knowledge  and  the 

fcrip- 
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fcriptures  be  let  loofe  againfl:  the  clergy,  what 
Jreadfu]  havoc  would  they  make  !  Thefe  mer- 
cilefs  infer 77iers  v^ould  make  their  reputation  to 
be  only  daub  and  varn'ijh  ;  and  their  wealth, 
only  hocty  and  plunder  :  For  what  would  not 
two  fuch  hold  libertines  fvvear  ?  Can  we  blame 
men  for  warding  againfl  their  mortal  foes  ? 

For  the  fafety  therefore  of  the  parfons.  In 
their  fortunes  and  charailers,  I  will  confult 
my  intimate  friends,  the  two  houfes,  about 
topping  the  mouth  of  the  bible,  and  the  bi- 
iliop  of  Bangor.  This  I  hope,  my  friends 
will  comply  with,  for  I  know  they  love  to  di 
popular  things,  and  will  be  proud  to  pleafe  the 
convocation. 

I  have  been  long  thinking  of  a  project  to 
reconcile  religion  and  the  church  to  each  other. 
They  were  originally  intimate  friends,  but  at  pre- 
fent  they  live  at  mortal  odds, 

I  would  not  fay  one  word,  upon  any  con- 
flderation,  to  perfuade  the  clergy  to  give  chri- 
ftianity  the  upper  hand  of  their  intereft,  for 
I  love  them  too  well  to  afFront  them  :  neither 
would  T  have  them  afFrio;ht  themfelves  with 
my  reconciling  defign  abovementioned,  for  I 
have  given  it  over  as  utterly  impr amicable  :  But, 
as  I  am  their  friend  and  zpologift,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  them  the  removal  of  a  few 
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unpopular  qualities  and  pradlices,  of  which  they 
are  fond.     And 

Firit,  I  would  advife  them  to  conceal  that 
unprofitable  propenfity  which  is  in  them,  to  burn 
or  ftrangle  diflenters.  Perfecution  is  certainly 
a  laudable  calling,  whsn  any  thing  is  to  he  got  hy 
it ;  and,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  am  not  for  robbing 
the  clergy  of  their  duesy  but  at  prefent  there  is 
neither  gain  nor  credit  in  it  :  and  therefore, 
I  befeech  them,  as  they  love  themfelves,  which 
is  the  flrongeft  motive  my  Invention  can  dic- 
tate, to  hanifh  this  penr.ykf:-?,piyk  :-  the:  ma- 
Frgnlty  of  the  time  has  deprived  them  of  ,the 
power  of  doing  catholic  mtfchief  and  murder  fir 
the  welfare  of  the  church. 

In  order  to  perfaade  them  effc£lually  to,  clofe 
with  this  my  advice,  I  pray  the  clergy  not 
to  judge  of  other  men's  confciences  by  their 
own.  It  would  be  really  whimfical,  in  a  few 
men,  who  are  void  of  hearingy  to  fet  up  for 
adjujling  or  rejiraining  the  laws  of  harmony  :■ 
The  pleafure  of  procreation  is  Greek  and  He- 
btew  to  an  eunuch  ;  and  indeed  to  a  creature  that 
is  gelt^  liberty  of  cod- piece  muji  have  a  very  odd 
fbund. 

Another  point,  which  feems  wrong  in  them, 
jS  their  ftiling  themfelves  the  amhaffadors  of  a 
great  Potentate,    who,    I    am   afraid,    will  not 

own 
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axon  them.  We  all  know  their  inJiruSfionSy  as 
myft'cal  as  they  zuould  keep  them,  and  I  fear  me, 
were  they  examined  by  them,  like  many  other 
patefmeuy  they  would  be  found  too  great  to  he 
good.  Should  the  late  Earl  of  Mar^  who  hath 
given  fWe  fhrewd  fufpicions  of  his  being  for 
the  Pretender,  take  it  in  his  head  to  call  him- 
felf  King  George'x  ambajfador^  would  not  his 
pratfticcs,  in  fame  fmall  ?neafuret  bring  in  ^uef- 
tion  his  profeffions  ?.  The  application  is  eafy  j  it 
is  only  fuppofmg  the  devil  a  pretender  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven. 

There  is,  in  a  certain  diocefe  of  this  nation, 
a  living  wo)^'th  about  fix  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  This^  and  two  or  three  more  prefer- 
ments, maintain  the  do^^or  in  becoming  eafe 
and  corpulency.  He  keeps  a  chariot  in  town, 
and  a  journeyman  in  the  country ;  and  his  cu- 
rate and  his  coach-horfes  are  his  equal  drudges^ 
faving  that  the  'four-legged  cattle  are  better  fed, 
and  have  flecker  caffocks  than  h\s  fpiritual  dray^ 
horfe.  The  doctor  goes  down  once  a  year  to 
Jheer  his  flock ^  and  fill  his  pockets,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  receive  the  wages  of  his  ambajfy  > 
and  then,  fometimes  in  an  afternoon,  if  his 
belly  do  not  happen  to  be  too  full,  he  vouch- 
fafes  to  mount  the  pulpit,  and  to  inftru£t  his 
people    in   the  greatnefs  of  his    chara6ler   and 
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his  dulnefs.  This  compofes  the  whole  parifE 
to  ref[  ;  but,  the  do6ior  one  day  denouncing 
himfelf  the  Lord's  amhojjador  with  greater  fire 
and  loudnefs  than  could  have  been  reafonably: 
expelled  fiom  hiniy  it  rouzed  a  clown  of  the 
congregation,  who  v/aked  his  next  neighbour, 
with-— ^D^.'y^  haTy  Tom,  do' ft  hear  ?  Ay,, 
fays  Toyuy  yawning,  what  does  he  fay  f  Say^, 
anfwered  the  other,  he  Jap  a  plaguy  lye  to  be  fare  ;. 
he  fays  as  how  he  is  the  Lord's  Humha£andor  % 
but  I  do  think  he  is"  more  rather  the  Lord's 
Recevvef  •-Gemraly  for  he  never  comes  but  to  take 
ynoaey. 

Six  hundred  pounds  a  year  is,  modeftly  fpeak- 
higy  a  competent  fee  for  lulling  the  largeft  con- 
gregation in  England  afleep  once  in  a  twelve- 
month.—: Such  tithes  are  the  ^^rice  of  nap-^ 

fingy  and  fuch  mighty  odds  there  are  betweea 
a  curtain  le^ure  and  a  cufh'ion-le^ure. 

The  next  piece  of  counfel^  t  would  give. 
my  friends  in  blacky  is,  that  when  they  are 
caught  in  a  fmall  crime,  or  fo,  they  would 
not  always  be  throwing  the  blame  upon  a 
couple  of  civil  perfons  and  good  neighbours^ 
called  ^^  and  blood-,  it  is  not  fatisfaiS^ory.  A 
bear,  when  he  is  hungry,  may  eat  up  a  good 
chriftian^   and  give  2,^  firong  a  reafon  for  it.-r-. 

No,, 
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No,  let  them  fm  as  they  preach,  and  fcorn  to 
tell  us  why  or  wherefore. 

Their  ambition,  of  being  fuch  7?ear  kinftnen 
to  the  apoJJhs,  has  llkewife  done  them  a  dif- 
kindnefs.  A  pried  may  be  a  boon  companion, 
and  an  admirable  church-Tnauy  and  yet  not  be 
a  bit  like  his  coufin  St.  Paul,  It  is  therefore 
for  the  honour  of  the  clergy,  that  I  would 
have  them  drop  their  alJiance  with  the  faints  : 
people  will  be  making  Jhameful  compart fons^  in 
which  the  gown,  I  doubt,  will  fuffer  ;  for 
know  all  men,  by  thefe  prefents^  that  railing  at 
the  government,  and  undermining  it,  and 
the  contempt  of  temperance  and  oaths,  v/ith 
other  modes  that  are  now  orthodox,  were  not 
apoftolical  virtues  in  former  days ;  and  whereas 
humility,  meeknefs,  patience,  brotherly  love 
and  charity,  are,  at  this  day,  every  mother's 
fon  of  them,  difj'enters  and  fchifmatics^  the 
fame  were  in  fome  fmall  repute  many  hundred 
years  ago..  But  what  is  that  to  our  prefent 
apo files  ? 

I  often  amufe  myfelf  with  confidering  the 
greatnefs  and  multiplicity  of  the  charac- 
ters belonging  to  the  orthodox  cler2:v.  The- 
meaneft  reader  of  them  is  a  kinfman  to  the 
apoftles,  and  our  faviour's  lieutenant,  and 
door-keeper    of    heaven    and     hell,    and    the 
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creator  of  Chriftians,  and  the  forgiver  of  fins, 
and  a  trumpeter,  and  a  watchman^  and  a  jour-^ 
iieyman,  and — (I  am  out  of  breath)  an  am-. 
Vaflador, 

But,  as  great  men  as  they  are,  it  is  hard,  me- 
tbinks,  thgt  an  honeft  lay-man,  when  he  dies, 
cannot  ftep  up  Jiairs^  without  a  ticket  from  an 
ambaflador,  who  is  perhaps  a-bed,  or  out  of 
humour,  or  taking  his  bpttl^  or  hii.  girly  and 
the  like. 

My  friends,  the  ambafladors  have  another 
cuftom  too,  which  favours  not  fo  much  of  the^ 
ferpent  as  it  ought-  to  dou,  A  man  cannot  grow 
eminent  for  his  knowledge  and  writings,  but 
forthwith  the  ambafladors  grow  fearful  of  him, 
and  cry  athelji  at  him.  This  I  would  pray 
them  to  forbear.  I  own  1  have  my  own  ends 
in  giving  them  this  wholefome  admonition  ;, 
for,  to  tell  it  to  my  dear  friend^  the  worlds  as  a, 
fecret,  which  I  defire  may  go  no  further,  I  be-, 
gin  myfelf  to  be  more  than  apprehenfive  of  the 
charge  of  atheifm^  againft  me.. 

The  church-men  have,  moreover,  found  it 
for  their  interefl-,  time  out  of  mind,  that  moft 
of  their  foes  fhould  drink  a  burriper  to  Belze^ 
hub  next  their  heart  every  morning;  ,  Now,  I 
declare  I  am  not  at  all  acquainted  With  the 
devil,     and    I  defire    the    ambafladors,  \  if  he 

lould 
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(hould  tell  them  the  contrary,  not  to  credit 
him  ;  for,  whatever  they  may  think  of  it,  he  is 
a  fad  lying  fellow. 

Mr.  Locke^  1  grant,  gave  them  fufficient 
caufe  to  abufe  him,  by  his  /peaking  well  of  hu" 
man  underftanding^  and  explaining  the  fcriptures*. 
But,  for  myfelf,  I  vovf  end  proteft,  i^pon  the 
word  of  an  author^  I  never  yet  did  the  clergy 
the  leaft  ill  office^  by  teaching  mankind  either 
reafon  or  religion :  I  confefs,  I  love  them  both 
well  enough  to  merit  the  chara^ier  of  an  infidel^ 
but  I  keep  my  affe61:ion  to  piety  and  truth,  to 
ITjyfelf,  for  fear  of  provoking  the  amhaffadors  y 
they  being  engaged  in  another  inter  eft, 

I,  who  am  their  apologifl:,  muft  own,  it  is- 
not  without  reafon  they  look  afquint  upon  hu- 
manity, and  '  ufeful  knowledge,  and  moderati- 
on, and  the  like  lay-virtues,  A  man  that 
wants  legs^  would  certainly  think  himfelf  in- 
fulted  and  reproached,  fhould  a  pragmatical  fel- 
low take  it  in  his  head  to  he  darning  and  cutting- 
capers  before  hitn.  Folks  that  haiie  no  Ueth^  d<^ 
not  love  cruft. 

But,  notwithflanding  all  thefe  friendly  coir- 
ceffions  of  mine  in  favour  of  the  amhaffadors y 
I  muft  ftill.  pray  them,  for  the  future,  to  keep 
thlr  atheifm  to  themfelves,  though  they  may  have  a 

¥  6  gr^at 
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great  deal  of  it  to  fpare.  For,  while  there  are 
2.  few  left,  who  make  bold  to  believe  there  is 
another  God  befdes  the  clergy ^  an  adherence  tQ 
fcripture  and  common  fenfe  will  not  fail  to  be 
approved  hy  many,  and  would  be  ]>y  morey  were- 
it  thought  confiilent  with  the  dignity  and  de- 
Jigns  of  the  ambafladors,  to  permit  the  common 
people  to  return  to  their  fenfes. 

But  this,  alas  !  is  not  to  be  expe£ledj  fo  long 
as  judgment  and  underftanding  are  fo  apparently 
oppofite  to  the  rights  of  the  church. 

The  Roman  clergy  are  juftified  in  keeping 
the  iaity  in  fubjevSlion  and  ignorance,  by  a 
bold  pretence  to  infallibility  :  whereas  our 
priefts,  equally  bold,  but  lefs  reafonable,  would 
make  us  fiaves  and  blockheads,  and  yet  cannot 
give  us  a  reafcnfor  it.  It  is  confefled  they  have 
a  certain  hard  word,  one  orthodox,  which  is 
their  friend  at  a  pinch,  and  ferves  them  en  all 
occafions,  for  a  ready  anfwer  to  every  objec- 
tion. But  this  fame  orthodox,  though  \i fully  con' 
minces  many  good  church -men,  yet  hath  loft  its  ori^ 
ginal  meaning,  and,  for  many  ages,  figniiied 
either  every  thing,  or  nothing.  Indeed,  when 
the  church  hath  her  hands  unhound,  orthodox 
is  a  word  of  high  im.portance,  and  conftantly 
llgnifies  the  pillory  and  whipping-poflj  and  the 

church. 
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church  that    hath  thefe  reforming  engines  of  it3 
fide,  is,  of  courfe,  the  ?noft  apoftolical. 

This  orthodox  has  likewife  been  compelled  to 
mean  feveral  other  7neanings^  upon  feverai  occat- 
fions.  Sometimes  it  is  an  altar,  and  fometimes 
a  book  of  canons;  fometimes  a  convocation, 
and  fometimes  a  mob  \  it  is  this  minute  a  bi- 
fhop  in  his  throne^  and  the  next  a  tithe- pig. 
Now  and  then  it  is  flavery  and  unlimited  loy- 
alty, and  prefently  it  is  fedition  and  rebellion, 
withsut  referve.  It  is  a  tyrant  when  a  mafter^ 
and  an  incendiary  when,  a  fervant,  and  either 
plotting  mifchief,  or  a£!ing  it.  When  it  is  a 
doiSlor,  it  argues  by  flrong  hand,  and,  as  ill  as 
it  likes  the  bible,  it  would  keep  it  all  to  itfelf. 
When  it  is  in  adverfity,  it  fnatches  up  the  firfl: 
remedy  that  comes  to  its  hand,  lawful  or  un- 
lawful :  but  to  others  in  the  fame  circumftances 
it  recommends  praters  and  tears ^  efpecially 
when  they  are  to  no  purpofe  :  if  you  give  it  all 
it  afks,  it  will  perhaps  feem  contented;  but  if 
you  fhew  its  hated  foe,  moderation^  the  lead 
countenance,  it  will  fpit  in  your  face,  and 
call  you  fon  of  a  whore :  for,  whatever  dif- 
guife  it  appears  in,  it  is  very  apt  to  be  in  a 
paiiion,  and  call  names;  nay,  if  its  hands  are 
not  tied,  it  will  bite  and  fcratch,  and  kick,  and 
fiing,  and  bounce  and  bellow>  and  knock  down 

all 
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all  that  come  near  it,  unlefs  they  fwear  a  blooJy 
oath,  they  are  for  the  church. 

But,  as  ufeful  as  this  orthodox  is  to  the  clergy » 
it  will  never  juftify  them,  in  the  opinion  of 
impartial  judges,  for  marking  the  beft  and  moft 
elevated  fpirits  with  the  brand  of  atheifm  ; 
virtue,  learning,  and  humanity,  will  iind 
friends  in  fpite  of  orthodoxy,  and  many  of 
the  laity  will  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  let  the 
clergy  take  it  ever  fo  ill  ;  and  others  will  be 
lovers  of  truth  and  mankind,  at  the  hazard 
of  being  hated  by  the  church. 

I  muft  now  have  fome  talk  with  my  friends,, 
the  ambafTadors,  upon  another  point,  and  that 
is  their  claim  of  divine  right  to  every  thing 
which  they  have  a  mind  to  call  theirs* 

It  is  certain  the  monks  acquired  moft  of  their 
pofTeffions  by  fuch  means  and  arts  as  would 
have  been  fcandalous  and  diabolical,  had  they 
been  pra^tifed  by  lay-men.  But  clerks  only 
feave  the  facred  privilege  of  tricking  and  playing 
the  devil  for  the  profperity  of  the  church.  Now 
thefe  poffeflions  of  the  monks,  though  forfeited 
to  the  crown  by  the  law,  for  having  been  frau- 
dulently got,  and  unjuftly  kept,  to  maintain  la- 
zinefs  and  debauchery,  are  to  this  hour  claim- 
ed by  our  prefent  monks ^  as  the  undoubted  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  the  other  bald  vermin,   in  purity  of 

do^rinc 
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£io^r me  and  of  manners.  Thus  aiming  in  every 
point  to  refemble  thefe  their  pious  predeceiTorsy 
they  would  willingly  hold  their  lands  by  roguery^ 
and  divine  right. 

The  antient  monks  were  much  more  gener- 
ous and  reafonable  than  the  prefentfet  y  for  they 
gave  their  bubbles  an  equivalent  for  their  wealth. 
-^They  would  at  any  time  jockey  away  a  fmall 
tenement  in  Abraham's  bofom,  for  a  rich  ma- 
nor in  England',  whereas  our  modern  monks^ 
notwithflanding  their  avowed  authority  over 
their  maker,  and  his  dominions  above,  are  fo 
far  from  dealing  like  chapmen,  that,  in  ex- 
change for  our  pofleffions,  they  do  not  fo  much 
as  offer  us  a  little  bargain  in  paradife.  If  the- 
propriety  cf  that  ground  be  theirs^  they  might  at 
leaft  tender  a  future  cottage  for  ^prefent  palace, 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  by  experience  we  know,. 
that,  when  we  are  at  their  mercy,  they  allow  us, 
in  this  life,  little  elfe  but  dungeons,  whips.. 
and  chains,  and  the  like  inducements  to  reve- 
rence the  priefthood,  who,  for  the  good  of  our 
fouls,  ufe  our  bodies  bkcdy  ill.  And  it  cannot 
be  denied,  when  the  ambojfadors  are  let  loofe, 
they  a(St  as  if  they  were,  in  truth,  thefcourgesof' 
God  J  by  divine  right. 

Now,   I,    their  apologifl-,    do  earneftly   per- 
fuade  the  ambafTadors  to  drop  this  claim.    All 

the 
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the  laics  who  read  the  bible  know  there  is  no- 
yiin<?-  of  it  in  that  book,  and  they  do  not  fee 
that  the  clergy  live  in  fo  good  an  underhand - 
ing  and  cGnformiiy  with  their  maker,  as  to  me- 
rit from  him  a  grant  of  all  the  lands  in  England 
by  word  of  mouth. 

What  they  have  by  human  right  let  them 
keep,  and  make  much  of  it  j  nay  (to  pleafe 
them)  let  them  wrangle  and  go  to  law  about  it 
as  much  and  as  often  as  they  will  —  But  this  is 
a  hint  they  do  not  want.  A  parfon's  bull  and 
his  grey  pad  feed  on  tithe-hay  and  corn, 
which  is  the  provender  of  thefe  brutes  by  Z)/- 
vlne  righty  and  yet  I  never  obferved  they  grev/ 
fatter  upon  this  divine  food  than  a  lay-bull  and 
a  lay-Jlone  horfe^  or  were  lefs  addi6led  to  car- 
nahty  and  lewdnefs, 

J  fliall  fay  nothing  here  of  the  divine  right 
which  doubtlefs  the  ambafla^ors  have  to  plura" 
llttes  and  non-refidence :  Only  by  the  by,  fup- 
pdfe  the  earl  of  Stair  fhould  defire  his  majefty 
to  make  him  ambaffador  to  half  a  dozen  courts 
befide  that  of  France^  and  undertake  to  execute 
all  thefe  employments  by  his  footinen^  I  fancy 
his  excellency  would  be  roundly  told,  That 
difcharging  an  ambafTy  by  a  curate  is  fuch  a 
Soloecifm  in  politics  as  a  lay-minljier  muft  not 
be  guilty  of. 
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I  now  proceed  to  another  catholic  topic, 
which  is  run  into  prodigious  luxuriancy  and  ir- 
regularity ;  I  mean  the  good  art  of  lying  for  the 
church.  I  do  not  intend  to  debar  the  amhajjh- 
dors  from  their  moft  rig-hteous  and  mod  antient 
pratfiice  of  martyring  their  confcience  to  their 
caffock^  and  venturing  their  precious  fouls 
ao-ainft  the  dangerous  and  fanatical  incroacli* 
ments  of  their  old  foe,  truths  which  was  ne- 
ver a  friend  to  the  trade  of  the  tippit.  It  is 
to  be  wifhed,  however,  that  their  laudable  zeal 
for  this  venerable  tfage  were  a  littk  limited  ; 
and  therefore  that  it  may  not  grow  ufelefs  by 
being  altogether  boundiefs,  as  it  is  at  this  Day^  I^ 
the  apdogijt  for  the  church,  prompted  by  pure 
a.fFeiStion,  will  make  bold  to  lay  dovv'n  two 
Rules  to  be  Oukw^^hj  i\\Q  ambajja dors ^  who  are 
lyars  fir  the  good  of  iiy  as  well  as  Sir  H.  W-Goton  -, 
was  for  the  good  of  tae  {late*  * 

And  firfl,  I  implore  them,  as  they  love  their 
precious  livings^  rot  to  fib  out  of  the  bible.  I 
know  it  is  the  hardell  thing  in  the  world  to 
break  men  of  a  long  andjlrong  habit,  particu- 
larly when  they  much  delight  in  it ;  but  I  pray 
them  ta  confider  that  the  bible  is  the  mofl  auk- 
ward  creature  under  the  fun  at  fathering  a  lye. 
You  may  eafily  know  when  he  is  quoted  for  a 
fajfehood,  for,  if  you  afk  him,  he  will  deal  up- 
rightly 

»  Sir  Henry  Wooton  defined  an  ambafTador^   A  man  that  ^ti. 
^■or  the  good  of  hi:  country. 
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rightly  with  you,  and  tell  you  the  naked  truth. 
It  was  a  maliciotfg.  thing  of  our  ancefcors, 
and  a  great  blow  upon  the  amhajfadors^  to 
teach  this  foreigner  our  Language  ;  for,  ever 
fince  he  has  been  naturalized  2ind  taught  EngUJhy 
he  blabs  out  every  thing  he  knows. 

Good  doctors,  take  warning  from  the 
wretched  fate  of  a  brother  doSior^  *  who,  in  a  fu- 
rious fit  of  zeal  to  deilroy  his  country,  and 
favs  the  church,  took  a  pafTage  or  two  out  of 
the  bible,  that  were  not  in  it.  Upon  this  fome 
tifilea-Vened  lay-men^  who  had  a  fingular  affec- 
tion for  the  fcripturcj  but  were  bitter  enemies 
%o  the  church,  went  and  confulted  their  old 
friend  the  bible,  who  told  them  frankly,  and 
J  ike  a  neighbour,  that  this  faviour  of  the 
church  had  belyed  bim  ;  and,  after  fpending  fome 
moments  in  admirations  of  the  dodtor's  Want 
of  memory^  added,  That  the  doSior  and  he  had 
never  heen^  in  the  leajl^  acquainted  in  all  their 
lives* 

A  fore  Jiroke  this  upon  our  amhaffador^  but 
it  did  not  reft  here.  Thefe  hard-hearted  lay* 
men,  preferring  the  reputation  of  an  ohfolets 
treatife  to  that  of  a  modifi  timbajfador^  hung  up 
the  ftory  at  Wejlminjler-Hall^  and  then  pub- 
liilied  it  to  all  the  world.  Which  dreadful 
ufage  did  fo   ^^xoMok^  ihQ  tneek  a?72halfadory  that^ 

•  from; 
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from  that  hour  to  this,  he  could  never  endure 
law,  or  gofpel,  or  truth,  or  good  manners ; 
but,  being  now  both  dil1:ra(£ted  and  hardened  to 
a  degree,  he  fwears  and  rails,  and  lyes  more  or 
lefs  every  day  in  the  week,  but  moft  terribly  on 
Sundays, 

Behold  the  damage  which  accrues  to  the 
church  from  the  aptnefs  of  the  bible  to  teil 
tales  ! 

This  boldnefs  in  us  lay-anirnah^  or,  a.^;  a 
great  church -man  \  lovQ^  to  Qd.\\  MS,  The  beafts  of 
the  people^^  to  meddle  v;iih  knowledge,  and 
ftudy  the  word  of  Gcd^  is  undoubtedly  a  fhame- 
ful  infult  upon  the  arnbaffadors^  and  a  manifefi: 
impropriation  of  their  rights  and  profits.  But 
there  is  no  help  for  it,  the  laity  will,  againft 
all  reafon^  be  exercifing  their  reafon^  and 
judging  in  things  which,  though  ^/^/«  and  necef 
faryy  ought  to  remain  a  profound  myftery.  All 
this  is  the  more  intolerable,  for  that  both  the 
prophets  and  apoftles  give  a  very  harfh  and 
unkind  chara6ler  of  our  prefent  orthodox  clergy^ 
It  is  well  for  thefe  calu?7unaiors  and  low^cburch'- 
TT.eny  that  thev  are  dead. 

Having  now  fhewed  the  amhaffadors  that  it 
is  by  no  means  fafe,  even  when  the  church  is 
in  the  greateft  <}anger,  to  lye  for  its  prefervation 
out  of  the  holy  fcriptures^  which  are  ever  hack- 
ward  to  own   and    vindicate  the   caufe   of   the 

cajfock 
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cajfock  ;  I  proceed  to  give  them  a  rule  to  lye 
b)',*  when  they  fetch  their  falfhoods  out  of  their 
^  own  heads —  And  it  is  only  this,  to  lye  vjlth' 
probahiiiiy.  How  many  a  glorious  catholic  for' 
gery  has  been  murthered  by  making  it  too  ^^- 
tholicy  that  is,  too  monftrous  ?  What  pity  it  is 
there  fhould  be  any  excefs  in  piety  and  good 
works ! 

In  the  time  of  the  late  rebellion  I  dined,, 
by  accident,  at  a  gentleman's  houfe  in  the 
weft^  who  made  no  fecret  of  his  being  a  Ja- 
cobite, or,  as  he  explained  it,  a  true  church' 
man.  The  par/on^  I  found,  was  gone  to  the 
next  village  to  cater  for  news,  and,  being 
impatiently  expected  by  the  Efquire,  arrived 
juft  as  we  v/ere  fitting  down  to  dinner.  Wellf 
do6ior,  fays  his  worfliip.  What  is  the  word? 
M  A  R^  A4  A  Ry  Sir,  replied  the  doaor. 
What  fioidd  it  be  f  Here  all  the  family  chuckled, 
perceiving  the  gocd  inan  had  got  a  packet 
that  pleafed  him.  Hov/ever,  before  he  broached 
his  beft  mwsy  he  let  us  know  that  king  G^^r^^ 
(to  whom  he  gave  another  name)  had  got  a 
guard  about  him,  confiding  of  five  thottfand 
Turks,  aJid  ten  thoufand  prejhyterian  parfons, 
Thefe  ill  tidings  made  madam  figh  for  the 
church,  and  therefore  the  do6lor  haftened  ta 
tell  her  better,     Come^  madam,  fays  he,  hold  upy 

day.- 


A  CoKmAL  for  Low  Spirits.         117 

/lay  dawns  in  the  norths  the  brave  Mar  has  tivo 
hundred  thoufand  Highlanders  well  armed  and 
principled^  to  ferve  your  ladyflAp  and  the  church  ; 
and  three  hundred  and  foitrfcore  great  French 
Jloips  of  war  zvere  this  morning  feen  making 
toivards  Portf.nouth.  The  lady  thanked  God 
with  an  ejaculation,  and  his  amhaffador  with  a 
glafs  of  fnerry.  He  tlien  proceeded  to  afTure 
us,  That  the  Duke  of  Argyle'j  army  had  deferted 
to  a  man^  and  that  his  Grace  himfelf  zvas  fled  in 
<i  poor  fjhing-boat  to  Greenland,  or  fome where, 
far  away  ;  that  his  majefty  had  ftole  away  from 
St,  JamesV,  and  zvas  not  to  he  found  high  nor 
low ;  and  that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  hit  his 
thujrihs^  and  looked  as  pale  as  aJJjes.  This  great 
news  procured  the  amhaffador  the  other  glafs  of 
flierry,  and  madam  clapped  the  other  cuftard 
upon  his  plate.  He  then  afiured  us,  of  his  own 
knowledge,  that  the  duke  of  Berwick  had^  on 
fome  occafion  or  other ^  given  the  earl  of  Stair  a 
terrible  box  on  the  ear^  and  ordered  him  to  leave 
the  kingdom  in  three  hours^  on  fain  of  being  put 
in  the  ftocks.  A  brave  man  this  duke  of  Ber- 
wick, fays  a  booby  at  the  parfon's  elbow,  the 
*fquire's  eldeft  fon.     Jy^  fays  the  parfon,  and^ 

Here  is  to  Berwick  the  bold^ 

And  may  his  Grace  live  to  grow  old. 
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He   went  on  in  this  wantonnefs  of  fancy,    and 
lyed   and    rhimed    beyond    all    bounds.       The 
Tquire  fqueezed  him  by  the  hand,    and   put  his 
health  round,-  and   I  faw  nothing  but  mirth  and 
gaiety.      For    myfelf,   I  laughed  with  the  reft, 
and  owned  the  cimbaffador*s  news  to  be  wonder- 
ful ftrange.      He   was  afterwards  very  arch  upon 
a    brace    of    Turks ^   and  a   garden    of   turnips 
that  he   planted    in  his    majeily's  bed- chamber. 
But  as  he   was  going  on  with  his  news  and  ca- 
lumny,    and    juft  Jhipping  off   the  royal  family^ 
for    whom    he    had    provided    a  lodging  fome- 
where   in  Holland^    an  honeft  gentleman  cam.e 
in    with  the  printed   account   of  both  the  battle 
of  Preftony    and   that  of  Dumblain\  for,  living 
far  from  a  poft-town,    he    had   his   letters  but 
once  a   v^^eek.      The    amhaffador  was    inlrantly 
taken   with     an    occafion  to  make  water,    and 
left    both   his    news  and  his  cuftard  unfinifhed. 
But    I    told    the    gentleman    the    wonders    the 
doflor  had  told  us^  and  he  fliewed  us  the  mon- 
ilrous  impcifibility  of  them  ;  which  had  fo  good 
an  effect,    that    though   he  continues  his  trade 
to  this  day,  and  lyes   as  fervently  as  ever,    efpe- 
cially  from   his   wooden  fanSiuary^    yet    the  per- 
verfe  people  uncharitably  refufe  to  be  any  longer 
his  rogues   and  zealots  ;    whereas,    before    this 
his   unhappy  dete«51ioa,   he    could    fet    them   a 

rail/ng. 


J 
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railino^,  and  fwearlng,  and  rr.obbing,  at  his 
chrijiian  f  leaf  are.  It  is  true,  many  of  the  good 
zvomen  are  ft  ill  his  believers  and  conforfnijis  ; 
but  this  is  afcribed  to  a  caufe  not -quite  fo  fpi" 
ritual. 

Take  warning,  O  reverend  amhaffadors^  from 
the  forlorn  mifcarriage  of  this  your  blundering 
brother y  who,  tranfported  with  orthodox  zeal^ 
carried  a  iv ell- meaning  lye  beyond  the  bounds 
of  likelihood,  and  has  thereby  utterly  difabled 
hioifelf  from  ferving  the  chwxh  and  his  order^ 
as  long  as  he  lives — Better,  oh  better  he  had 
\>zzu.  a  bed  that  inaufpicious  day,  though  with 
his  handmaidy  as  ufual. 

Not  fo  the  artful  and  eloquent  father  Francis^* 
who  holds  forth  a  lye,  and  weeps  over  a  lye, 
with  a  praife-worthy  cunning  and  dexterity. 
He  drefles  up  the  pretty  puppit  fo  amiably,  all 
at  the  coil  and  charges  of  his  own  fancy^  and 
laments  over  it  fo  movingly,  that  there  is  not 
a  dry  eye,  nor  a  dry  handkerchief,  in  the  whole 
congregation.  The  tears  and  rage  of  his 
hearers  are  equally  in  his  power  ;  the  whole 
order  would,  no  doubt,  envy  him,  were  he 
not,  though  greatly  lewd,  an  excellent  church^ 
man. 

He  was  once  raifing  the  pity  of  his  hearers, 
for  a  hopeful^  unfortunate  young  gentleman, 
who,  though  born  to  three  great  eftates^   was  fo 

ill 
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ill  ufed,  and  perfecuied,  that  he  had  not  a  hove! 
to  put  his  catholic  head  in.  In  fhort,  he  dc^ 
fcribed  the  poor  lad's  circumftances  fo  artfully, 
and  lamented  him  fo  pathetically,  that  I  thruft 
my  hand  into  my  pocket,  and,  had  the  Prt* 
tender  been  within  three  pews  of  me,  I  fhould 
infallibly  have  reached  him  half  a  crown;  a 
larger  charity  than  I  give  to  every  posr  body, 
I  perceived  the  fame  fympathy  and  commifera- 
tion  in  the  looks  of  the  whole  church. 

On  every  30th  of  yanuary^  how  many  butch- 
ers ^oes  he  fend  home,  calling  for  their  clea- 
vers,  to  hew  in  pieces  all  the  Prejhyterlan  dcs- 
mons,  that  had  a  hand  in  the  jlaughter  of  the 
martyr  !  For  it  is  a  flanding  maxim  and  refolve 
amongft  the  amhnjfadors,  that  all  the  dilTent- 
ers,  who  ever  lived,  or  fhall  live,  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  muft  be  the  very  Individual  men 
that  murthered  King  Charles  the  Firft  with  their 
ciun  hands.  Another  time  he  gave  us  a  fright- 
ful image  and  defcription  of  Oliver  Cro?nweU's 
time',  but  he  threw  (o  many  modern  incidents 
into  the  charadler,  that  the  whole  congrega- 
tion miftook  him  to  mean  the  prefent  reign,  and 
I,  like  a  booby,  amongft  the  reft,  was  of  the 
fame  opinion  ;  and  he  put  me  fo  out  of  hu- 
mour with  the  court  and  the  miniflry,  that  I 
fnatched  up  my  hat  and  cane,  and  went  di* 
re(S^ly  to  expoftukte  with    a  fecretary    of  ftate^ 

upon 


A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.        lati 

\jpon  the  dreadful  doings  and  mi/managements 
which  friar  Francis  had  pointed  at ;  I  like- 
wife  intended  to  admonifh  the  courtiers  to  be 
ruled  by  the  clergy,  if  they  expeSfed  to  profper. 
But,  when  I  came  to  St.  James's,  I  found  that 
things  had  quite  another  face  there,  than  when 
they  came  out  of  the  mouth  of  fridr  Francis. 
So  I  kept  my  bufmefs  to  myfelf,  and  fneaked 
ofF,  warned  however  to  truft  no  more  to  the  re- 
prefentations  of  this  reverend  father  in  guile. 

But,  I  hope,  for  the  fake  of  the  ambaffadors, 
no  body  elfe  will  take  the  fame  pains  to  be  un- 
taught the  apojiolical  forgeries,  which  their  ex-' 
cellencies  may  find  it  convenient  to  broach  from 
time  to  time  — -  Such  a  rafh  proceeding  Would 
utterly  deftroy  the  credit  of  the  caflbck  through- 
out this  land.  But  my  honourable  friends  know 
themfelves  very  fafe  in  the  conformable  credulity 
of  their  hearers  :  and  yet  I  muft  ftill  praife  that 
wary  doSlor  moji,  who  lyes  beji,  that  is,  like 
friar  Francis,  moft  artfully.  He  well  knows, 
that  the  pious  art  of  faljhood  is  the  only  engine 
they  have  left  to  defend  the  reputation  of  the 
crape,  and  to  wound  that  of  their  great  rival 
for  power,  the  Government.  He  therefore 
manages  with  care  and  art  this  laft  Jhift, 

I  have  already  given  a  reafon  fufficient,  why 
oaths  ought  not  to  hamftring   the   mbajfadors. 

Vol.  I.  G  to 
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to  which  I  will  here  add,  in  defence  of  the  /«- 
nountftn  of  perjury^  that  if  their  univerfal  cuf- 
tom  and  praiSlice  in  all  ages  be  of  any  force, 
as  fometimes  cuftom  alone  creates  law,  then 
here  is  an  apology  in  a  few  words,  for  fuch 
gentune  clergymen  as  have  for/worn  to  his  pre- 
fent  majefty  for  the  prefervation  of  their  cup- 
boards and  tithtSy  of  which  the  h^ly  church  hath 
m^de  them  overfeers.  It  is  not,  therefore,  with- 
out valuable  confiderations^  that  the  confcientious 
priefts  have  reconciled  themfelves  to  this  inno- 
cent fin,  and  made  perjury  the  ea/ieji  iojk  un- 
der the  fun.  Not  but  that  the  conformable^  good 
creatures  can  abftain  from  it  (as  much  as  they 
are  ufed  to  \t)  when  there  is  mBre  got.  by  Non- 

JURING. 

I  knew  the  ambaffador  of  a  parijh  near  the 
Bath^  who  had  for  many  years  fworn  and 
prayed  with  confiant  conformity^  and  enjoyed 
his  living  and  his  OSiober,  without  the  leaft 
tumult  in  his  confcience,  till  the  beginning 
of  the  late  rebellion ;  but  this  fame  confcience 
of  his  (being  fomething  of  a  time-Jerver)  no 
fooner  heard  that  the  Highlanders  were  rifen, 
but  it  began  to  rife  too,  and  gave  the  doSior 
feveral  hints,  which  he  thought  were  juji  and 
reafonabk*  In  fliort,  it  drew  up  a  remon- 
flriince  to  him,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  if 
he  did  but  handle  the  prefent  opportunity  well, 

he 
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^f  might  bid  fair  to  get  fomcthingy  without  lojing 
any  thing.  The  doSlor  was  ready  to  follow 
the  advice  of  fo  rational  a  confcience,  and  fo 
pretended  to  quit  his  parifti,  becaufe  as  he  told 
his  people  in  a  doleful  difcourfe  at  partings  ha 
could  not,  with  any  confcience^  pray  far  a  princt 
who  had  no  rights  and  fo  forth.  Thus  the 
do^or  feetned  to  rifk  a  fmall  living  for  the 
good  of  his  poor  foul,  and  a  deanry :  and  only 
feemed,  for,  being  as  cautious  as  he  was  confci* 
entiousy  he  had  his  church  fupplied  with  a  de-^ 
puty^ambajfador^  vulgarly  called  a  curate.  How- 
ever, the  doSlor  enjoyed  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  a  confeffor  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then 
the  defeats  of  Mar  and  Forjler  gave  him  fuch 
convincing  proofs  of  his  majeftfs  rights  that  his 
^courteous  confcience^  the  beft-natured  yielding 
■  thing  alive,  made  him  and  perjury  cordial  friends 
once  more.  He  took  the  oaths,  and  kept  his 
parifh,  and  prays  now  for  the  government  with 
the  fame  fincerity  as  ever. 

Before  I  have  done,  I  muft  have  a  little  chat 
with  my  friencs,  the  ambajfadorsy  upon  the  head 
of  politics ;  and  I  cannot  but  conceive  they  are 
fonaewhat  too  fickle  and  changing  in  thGir  friend^ 
Jhip  and  enmity  to  princes  and  fiates  :  and  incon- 
ftancy  in  fchemes  is  an  efTential  error  Injlaief^ 
men* 

G  a         •  The 
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The  amhajfadors  were,  for  fome  time,  ex- 
ceeding fond  of  the  late  French  King^  who  in- 
deed took  prevailing  fnethods  to  pleafe  them. 
In  the  firft  place  he  exerted  the  full  preroga^ 
five  of  a  monarch  by  divine  rights  upon  his 
JayfubjeSfs^  and  treated  them  as  Jlaves  horn 
to  breathe  hut  for  his  pleafure.  Secondly,  he 
ftrove  glorioufly,  by  frauds  and  violence,  to 
deftroy  the  nioft  powerful  and  moft  obnoxious 
tie  ft  of  republicans  in  the  world,  dull  Dutch* 
men^  that  will  be  for  trade  and  liberty  of  con- 
fcience-i  let  our  clergy  fay  what  they  will  to 
the  contrary.  Thirdly,  (O  glorious  article  [) 
He  exercifed  fuch  wholfom  feveritles  upon  dif 
fentersy  that  every  true  churchman  ought  to 
worjhip  him  to  all  eternity.  And  yet,  after 
all  this  complicated  merit,  they  withdrew  ih^ir 
Prpie^ion  from  him,  as  foon  as  he  grew  friends 
with  King  William,  But  he  quickly  merited 
their  fmiles  ;  for  he  bravely  broke  hi?  faith, 
and  fell  a  murdering  the  damned  Dutch  again  : 
and,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  they 
continued  to  grieve  for  his  lofles,  and  to  curfe 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  for  flopping  the 
courfe  of  his  mofi  chrijlian  cruelties.  But  ftill 
they  grumbled  at  his  flownefs  in  lending  them 
a  few  Jbipi  and  troops  to  do  a  certain  job  which 
they  had  mwh  at  btart^  becaufe  it  would  have 

changed 
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changred  the  ill-contrived  model  of  our  laws  and 
religion  into  a  form  more  pleafing  to  them. 

The  regent  was  honoured  with  their  good 
graces^  while  he  was  furpe£led  of  aiding  the 
rebellion  for  the  church  y  but,  now  it  appears 
he  has  no  fpite  againft  their  country  and  con* 
flitution,  they  have  taken  up  a  mortal  one  at 
him. 

Sweden  was  once  the  only  objecl  of  their 
afFe£lion  and  their  prayers,  whilft  its  king  was 
expecSled  with  a  fleet  and  army  to  refcue  the 
ihurch^  hy  fire  and  fword^  and  popery^  from  the 
danger  Of  a  protejlant  government.  But  Sweden 
failed  them,  and  prefently 

The  czar  of  Mufcovy  got  into  their  favour, 
and  it  was  ftrongiy  hoped,  that  that  meek  mo- 
natch  would  fet  fire  to  the  nation,  and  help 
the  church  ;  and  though  he  baulked  them,  the 
amhajfadors  aie  flill  fond  of  him,  he  having,  by 
hii  humanity  to  his  fon  and  fever  al  others^  ftiewn, 
that  he  knows  the  ufe  of  wholfom  feverities  ;  be- 
fides,  it  is  thought  he  has  no  goodwill  for  Eng- 
land. 

The  Turk  was  at  one  time  a  very  popular 
churchmany  for  he  was  at  war  with  the  chri- 
ftians,  and  therefore  — — —  great  things  were 
expelled    from    him   by  the    ctmlaffadors^    for 

G  3  the 
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ihe  prcfperhy  of  the  church  :  But  Prince  jE»- 
gene  who  i»  not  a  good  churchman^  drove  their 
Mahometan   friend    back    to    his    whore-houfe 


agatn 


Even  the  emperor  himfelf,  when  it  was  re- 
ported he  had  given  his  iifter  to  the  pretender*^ 
was  honoured  with  the  charaSfer  of  a  well-wijher 
to  the  church  of  England  ;  but,  that  lye  not 
proving  true^  his  imperial  majejly  loft  ground 
amongft  the  smhaffadors^  and  is  at  prefent  in 
fuch  difgrace  with  them,  that  nothing  but  his 
going  to  mafs^  makes  them  keep  meafures  with 
him. 

The  Dutch  were  ever  the  objects  of  their  in* 
dignation  and  utter  averfion,  but,  at  this  pre- 
fent time,  even  thefe  republicans^  and  no^chri* 
Jlians^  by  their  fownefs  in  figning  the  qua^ 
druple  alliance,  have  won  the  hearts  of  our 
ambajfadorsj  and  the  Hogan  Mogans  have  now^ 
the  good  fortune  to  be  deemed  judicious  and 
moderate  fchifmatics ;  but  I  am  in  great  dread, 
that  they  will  very  Jhortly  anger  the  church 
again- 

But  parfon  Alberoni,    my  client^   is,   of  all  the 
potentates  in  Europe,  the  Pope  himfelf  not  except- 
ed,   their  prefent  favourite  and   darlings    as   I, 
though  unworthy,  expe<ft  foon  to  be,  for  pen- 
ning 
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ning  this    unanfwerahle  encomium  upon  him  and 
them. 

Their  love  of  this  potent  High-Church^ 
man,  who  like  another  Cardinal  Laud,  leads 
his  pupil  by  the  nofe,  and  the  purfe- firings, 
can  proceed  from  nothing  but  their  iondnefs 
for  works  of  charity^  to  which,  it  feems,  my 
client  (hews  a  ftrong  inclination,  particularly, 
in  an  injlance  ar  two  that  cannot  hut  pleafe  the 
church. 

We  all  know  there  are  feveral  worthy  Englilh 

gentlemen,   the   good  friends    of  our   amhajfadon 

and  loyal  fufferers  for  the  churchy  who  live  like 

vagrants  in  /^^/j',   and    zx^  fed  with  crumbs  from 

ihe  Pope's  table.     Now    the  Uving  cardinal  has, 

in    his    royal   bounty,    invited   thefe  ptous  prote- 

Jlants  into  his  kingdom,   offering  them  a   morfel, 

and  a  bed,   though  it  is  feared  the  prefent />^r- 

Uament   hath  taken   fuch  uncatholic  refolutions  as 

may  put  the  cardinaVs  majejiy  out  of  humour, 

and  tempt  him  to  change  his  mind* 

Sir  George  Byng  too  is  never  to  be  forgiven 
by  any  man  who  wifhes  well  to  the  church  and 
uniformity,  for  creating  fuch  a  dangerous  fchifm 
in  the  cardrnaVs  fleet,  who  were  too  orthodofC: 
catholics  ta  digeft  the  dreadful  hcrefy  of  proteftant 
powder  and  ball. 

G  4  II 
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It  was  rude  in  Sir  George  to  break  the  heads 
of  fo  many  civU  Spaniards^  who  were  men  qF 
feaceabie  behaviour  y  and  no -wife  addi6ied  to  fights 
ing.  It  is  true  they  afterivards  behaved  them- 
felves  like  heroes.^  when  they  ref ought  the  Eng" 
Itfi  in  the  Marquis  de^  Beretti  Landi's  paper^ 
yfktx^  his  Excellency  has  made  them  fhew  the 
true  Spanijh  bravery ^  by  beating  Sir  George 
bravely,  and  running  away  from  him  bloodily. 
And  it  is  plain  to  ail  the  world,  that  they  Ihsw- 
cd,  by  a  bold  flighty  they  fcorned  to  die  to  pleafe 
that  mercUefs  heretic, 

I  could  add  many  particulars  to  illuftrate  the 
worth  pf  my  eminent  client ,  par  Jon  Alberoni, 
whofe  great  capacity  to  rule  his  mafter  is  vifible 
to  mankind.  I  could  likewife  infift  that  he  has 
as  good  a  right  as  any  other  prleft  or  vicar  what- 
foeArer,  to  aSi  as  becomes  his  order y  by  nourifl^i- 
ing  war  aad  defolation. 

But  I  #11'^  wave  the  detail  of  thefe  points, 
though  there  is  \j^at  deal  in  them,  having  a 
grand  thing  to  )l^^  in  his  behalf,  which  ren- 
ders him  fmgularly  dear  to  all  true  churchmen, 
•—Reader,  a  iQord  In  your  ear  ;^  parfon  Jlbe- 
roni  intends,  if  King  George  would  biit  let  him, 
to  re/tore '         and  the  church-lands, 

0  SanSfum  fiftumq\  ditm  / 

Having 
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Having  left  this  important  whifper  upon  the 
reader's  memory,  I  ftiall  fay  no  more. 

N,  B,  Not  one  of  the  numerom  anfwers, 
which  will  be  made  to  this  apology^  will  be  worth 
reading.  But,  at  the  earneft  requeft  of  my  hook- 
feller^  I  defign  to  write  and  publifli  a  reply  to 
myfeify  which  I  defire  every  body  to  buy. 


Q  $ 


AN 

APOLOGY 

FOR    THE 

Danger  of  the    Church. 

PROVING, 

That  the  C  h  u  r  c  h  is,  and  ought  ta 
be  always  in  Danger  ;  and  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  her  to  be 
out  of  Danger. 

Being  a  Second  Part  of  the  A  p  o  l  o  G  y 
for  Parfon  ALBERONL 

Firft  Printed  in  the  Year  i7I9» 
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THE  profpe£t  of  doing  great  and  ufeful 
adions,  or  the  confideration  of  hav- 
ing done  them,  muft  needs  be  matter  of  plea- 
fure  and  triumph  to  a  mind  honeftly  ambi- 
tious. It  is  therefore  no  little  joy  to  me  to 
reflect,  that  I  have  been  a  perfon  of  notable 
moment  and  iignificancy  this  winter  ;.  by  my 
ilrenuous  defence  of  high-church,  and  the  trade 
ihtreof,  I  have  placed  its  true  fons  and  over- 
feers  in  a  true  Jight,  in  which  every  one 
may  behold  them,  and  bow  down  with  his  face 
to  the  earth. 

As  all  pious  deeds  meet  with  fome  reward, 
either  in  the  internal  fatisfa^lion  of  the  mind, 
or  from  the  monuments  of  praife  erecSled  by 
mankind  to  the  doer^  I  have  no  reafon  to  fay 
that  my  late  apology  went  without  its  recom> 
pence ;  iince  by  it.  I  have  gained,  what  I  fin- 
cerely  aimed  at,  to  the  genuine  priefthood  all 
due   honour,    and  to    myfelf  But  it 

becomes  me,    who   am  but  a  private  gentleman^ 
to  ferve  my  country  for  nothing. 

There  is,  however,  fome  good  fortune  ge- 
ner^ly  attending  the  krav^  man  yvho  draws  in 

defence 
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defence  of  the  church.  She  is  a  lucky  old 
body,  and  few  find  caufe  to  repent  of  having 
done  her  a  good  turn.  I  rtiyfelf,  her  weak 
though  voluntary  champion,  am  tvi^o  pair  of 
flioes  and  a  beaver  the  richer,  for  wearing  out 
three  pens,  and  exhaufting  a  halfpenny- worth  of 
ink  in  her  ferVice.  I  ftill  want  a  f word -knot 
and  a  tooth-pick-cafe,  which  I  make  no  ijuef- 
tion  of  earning  in  a  few  days  from  t\itjleep!e» 
I  have  for  that  purpofe,  at  this  very  jun<9:ure, 
fevehteeh  pamphlets  in  my  headj  all  carved 
out  intb  proper  method  and  paragraphs,  and 
ten  of  them  are  already  fold  to  my  bookfellef, 
who  purchafes  my  brains  at  fd  much  a  fiieet. 
I  would  willingly  fell  him  the  other  feven,  and 
throw  two  or  three  little  ones  into  the  bargaiil  ; 
but  he  (hakes  his  ears,  and  feems  to  fay,  i?# 
has  ventured  enough  already. 

In  this  manner  is  my  pregnant  head  be-* 
come  an  office  of  wit  and  manufcripts,  to  be 
employed  wholly  in  the  intereft  of  the  fachd 
hrood  of  hdXOTi, 

Purfuant  to  this  1  ha^'e  a  project  now  on 
foot,  which,  if  duly  encouraged,  will  tend  ta 
the  univerfal  credit  and  emolument  of  this 
dtflrejfed  church.  In  fhort,  it  is  my  purpofe  to 
expofe  my  head,  and  the  furniture  thereof,  to 
fale  by  aU(5lion,  at  St.  PauPs  Chapter-houfe  on 
the    33d   of   Ma^  ne;it  5    ai  which  time  and 

plac9> 
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place,  I  do  hereby  humbly  hope  and  beg  the 
prefence  and  encouragement  of  all  the  reve- 
rend zealots  within  this  realm.  The  particu-» 
lars  are  as  follows : 

A    CATALOGUE 

Of  unborn  pamphlets,  and  fatyrs,  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  as  foon  as  they  are  brought  forth,  for  the 
benefit  of  our  mother  churchy  and  her  hopeful 
boys,  the  parfons. 

Imprimis^  The  nature  and  neccffity  of  an 
ccclcfiaftical  delirium,  or  the  art  of  holy  foam* 
ing.  Written  in  the  ftile  of  the  eloquent  Dr. 
SachevereL 

2.  The  holy  monopoly  ;  or  a  new  convey-^ 
ance  of  an  old  grant,  figned  and  fealed  above  ; 
proving  the  clergy  to  be  the  natural  lords  of  all 
the  women  and  land  in  Great  Britain,  and  the 
rightful  occupiers  of  both,  in  fpite  of  all  lay— 
and  rent-rolls  whatfoever.  — >  A  valuable 
pamphlet. 

3.  The  tribe  of  Iffachar ;  or  an  argument 
to  prove  that  the  laity  have  a  right  to  no  li- 
berty, but  that  of  being  fiaves  to  the  clergy. 
To  which  is  added  an  appendix,  proving  that 
the  parfons  ought  to  govern  the  world. 

4.  The  modern  paradox  ;    or   a  demonftra- 
tion    that  ungodlinefs  may  be  orthodox,  and  a 
good  life  damnabUf    The  whole  being  intend- 
ed 
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cd   for  a  defence  of  the  Revprend  Dr.  Sachve* 
r^/anda  reproof' to  Mr.  Whifton, 

5.  The  truth  of  contradidion  ;  or  church- 
arithmetic,  demonitrating,  That  three  is  em^ 
and  sne  is  three » 

6.  The  unreafbnablenefs  of  underfhinding  the 
fcripture. 

7.  The  abfolute  necelHty  of  underftanding  our 
duty  to  the  clergy.. 

8.  The  innocence  of  perjury  and  rebellion, 
e«  one  fide,. 

9.  A  plain  proof  that  laymen  may  lawfully 
commit  fin,  if  they  will  pay  for  it,  and  kneel 
for  pardon  to  the  clergy. 

There  are  feveral  more  MSS.  of  the  like  na- 
ture and  tendency,  which  may  be  feen  at 
the  place  of  fale,  with  the  price  marked  upon 
them* 

I  have  already  confefled,  that  my  humble  at- 
tempts to  ferve  the  church  have  not  altogether 
miffed  their  recompence  ;  and  if  the  late  blejf^d 
martyr^  Jemmy  Shepherd,  with  fome  other  or~ 
i'hodox  gentlemeny  who  fought,  and  wer^  hanged 
for  the  church,  did  not  fare  fo  merrily,  it  was 
bccaufc  the  clergy  were  not  confulted  and  obeyed, 
as  queflionlefs  they  ought  to  have  been.  But 
thus  it  will  ever  be,  while  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment are  Juffend  to  a6t  independently  on  the  ecu* 
vecation* 

SinCfif 
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Since  therefore  I  have  fucceeded  in  my  honeft 
endeavours,  to  fet  up  the  parfons  as  the  idols  of 
the  univerfe,  I  cannot,  in  gratitude  to  them 
and  myfelt,  forbear  purA^i ng  ray  blow,  till  I 
have  fatiated  their  holy  leachery,  and  Mr.  Leftie*^ 
prophecy,  by  perfuading  mankind,  to  full  down 
before  them^  with  their  faces  to  ths  earth .^  and  lick 
up  the  duff  of  their  feet.  And,  vuhen  I  have  once 
obliged  the  lay  Gibeomtes  to  be  as  refpeSlful  and 
miferahk  as  becomes  them,  the  clergy  anu  J  will 
fit  down  together,  and  fecrifice  to  wine  and 
tobacco. 

In  the  mean  while  it  fhall  be  my  prefent  tafk 
to  ct-nfound  gainfayers,  by  proving^  That  the 
church  isy  and  ought  to  be  in  danger,  and  thai  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  her  to  be  out  of  danger, 

B^jt,  before  I  pfoceed,  I  muft,  for  my  own  fe- 
curity  from  cavillers,  and  for  the  greater  clear- 
nefs  of  my  difcourfe,  fettle  the  idea  which  I  and 
all  men  ought  to  have  of  the  churchy  by  defining 
the  word.  The  chv.rr.h.  then^  is  a  fable  fociety  of 
gentlemen y  wearing  broad  hats  and  deep  gar'» 
merits ;  vjho  pojfefs  great  part  of  the  wealth  and 
power  of  the  world,  and  would  have  all^  as  a  re* 
ward  for  keeping  mankind  in  decent  ignorance  and 
bondage. 

And  now  I  enter  upon  my  defign,  with  great 
alacrity  of  heart. 

I 
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I  .iiown  the  gofpel  makes  this  ftory  of » the 
church's  danger  a  meer  fable  ;  but  be  it  alib 
known,  that,  though  our  faviour  fays[the  gates  of 
hell  ftiall  not  prevail  againft  it,  our  parfons  will 
not  take  his  word  for  it.  I  am  forry  with  ail 
my  heart,  for  the  great  mifunderftanding  and 
difference  which  there  are  between  Jefus  Chrift 
and  his  ambaffadors,  almoft  in  every  point  of 
belief  and  pradice  ;  and,  I  confefs,  it  is  very 
odd,  that  they,  w^ho  pretend  all  their  power  to 
be  from  him,  (hould  not  credit  his  moft  fo» 
lemn  promifes  \  but  I  fee  no  remedy  for  thefe 
things. 

I,  that  am  a  layman,  find  great  comfort  in 
being  a  Chriftian  and  a  believer ;  and  particu- 
larly I  am  fo  much  of  a  heretic,  as  to  think, 
that,  when  our  Saviour  faid  his  Father  was  great- 
er than  he,  he  did  not  tell  a  word  of  a  lye  ;  I 
'know  his  ambaffadors  are  of  another  opinion; 
but  I  have  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

The  danger  of  the  church  comes  from 
divers  caufes,  the  principal  of  which  I  fhall  reck- 
on up. 

And  firft,  common  fenfe  and  fobriety  are 
<great  enemies  to  the  church.  While  folks 
are  fober  and  rational,  they  can  fee  about  them, 
and  want  that  large  competency  of  blindnefs 
which  (b  eminently  qualifies  a  man  for  a  good 

churchman* 


J  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.        139 

churchman.  So  long  as  they  are  deftitute  of  that 
title  to  orthodoxy,  they  will  be  attending  to  the 
means  of  their  own  intereft  and  fafety,  than 
which  no  greater  rubs  can  be  thrown  in  the 
priefl hood's  way. 

Not  many  years  ago,  when  we  were  beating 
our  enemies,  and  defending  ourfelves  and  Eu^ 
rope  from  chains  ;  when  fuccefs  and  reputa- 
tion attended  us  abroad,  and  we  flounfiied  in 
peace  and  fecurity  at  home  j  an  ignorant  perfon 
would  think  we  were  a  happy  people,  and  indeed 
ive  were  fo  :  But  what  then  ?  Our  happinefs, 
virtue,  and  concord,  were"  not  only  utterly  in- 
confiflent  with  the  welfare  of  the  church;  but 
put  it  into  terrible  danger  :  And  therefore  all 
her  true  fons  bent  their  whole  might  and  zeal 
to  relieve  her  bv  diflra(fting  the  natinn  ;  and 
their  pious  and  fiery' endeavours,  at  lail,  made 
the  people  mad,  and  the  church  fafe.  Its 
Urongeft  votaries,  the  ingenious  vulgar,  drank 
away  their  realbn  and  humanity,  and  com- 
mitted bloodTned  and  biafphemy,-  every- where, 
for  the  church,  with  vaft  zeal  and  fuccefs  ;  and 
the  church  gathered  moft  ftrength,  when  reli- 
gion and  reafon  had  leaft.  As  for  thofe  fana^ 
tical  fober  rogues,  that  kept  their  fenfes,  they 
were  devoutly  knocked  down  by  thofe  who  were 
fo   orthodox   as  to  have  none.      At  this  hlejfed 
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junBure  the  clergy  had  the  happinefs  to  fe^ 
more  blood  and  beer  drawn  for  the  church, 
than  ever  had  been  before  on  any  occaiion 
whatever.  And  it  is  always  an  infallible  fign 
of  the  churches  health  and  profperity,  when 
the  bufxnefs  of  excifemen  and  furgeons  increafes 
beyond  meafure. 

It  will  fall  naturally  under  thh  head,  to  ob- 
ferve  who  are  the  church's  beft  and  ftanchefl 
friends. 

And  in  the  flrft  place,  there  are  raany  noble 
lords,  vjho  zrc  born  friends  to  the  churchy  and 
live  and  die  in  that  fri^ndfhip.  There  is  the 
little  lord  Apemore^  who  has  beftowed  his  whole 
heart  upon  parfons  and  race-  horfes.  He  knows 
nothing  elfe,  and  happily  for  the  church,  cares 
for  nothing  elfe.  He  feems  with  St.  Francis  to 
be  an  implacable  foe  to  all  human  knowledge 
and  charity  5.  but  he  can  fay  the  Aihanaflan 
creed,  drink  damnation  to  the  whigs,  and  is, 
upon  the  whole,  a  compkat-  churi:hman.  Lord 
Apemore  was  once  drinking  a  healtli  to  his 
horfe  Frederic^  and,  among  thofe  who  heard  it, 
it  went  round  ;  but,  when  it  came  to  the  turn 
of  a  whig  in  company  to  drink,  he,  being 
thick  of  hearing,  miftook,  and,  throwing  up 
his  hat  with  loyal  noife  and  affe(Sl:ion,  drank 
prince  Fred&ric,      Upon  which  the  peer,   rifing 

from 
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from  his  feat,  D^m  me,  ftr^  what  d*ye  mean 
Sir  ?  Dam  me^  fir^  d'ye  knoiv  where  you  are^ 
Sir  P  Dam  me,  we  know  no  Prince  Frederic 
here^  fir  ;  and  Dam  me,  fir,  we  are  drinking  a 
better  mar^s  healthy  fir.  This  excellent  fpeech 
has  gained  his  Lordlhip  the  reputation  of  a  wit, 
and  a  brave  n?ian,  among  all  the  parfons  and 
Yquires  round  the  country. 

Corpulus  is  another  Right  Honourable  Perfon, 
who  has  been  a  true  church  man  from  his  cra^ 
die.  To  a  concuJfiGn  in  that  machine  it  is 
thought  he  is  indebted  for  his  orthodox  principles^ 
and  his  fecurity  from  the  dangerous  influence 
ef  human  reafon.  I  could  give  ample  proofs  of 
this,  but  his  lordfhip  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life  has  done  it  to  my  hand.  He  makes 
a  joke  of  the  king's  title,  and  of  his  own 
oath  to  maintain  it  j  he  is  as  honourably  igno- 
rant as  becomes  a  great  perfcnage  and  a  true 
church-man,  and  he  never  goes  to  bed  without 
fwallowing  eight  quarts,  and  as  many  thou- 
fand  oaths.  Let  the  world  judge  if  this  man 
be  not  a  cordial  and  approved  friend  to  the 
hierarchy. 

The  Lord  Syntax  is  paft  forty,  and  has  all 
the  rules  of  grammar  by  heart  ;  but,  notwith- 
iianding  this  great  accomplifhment,  the  caivl  is 
not  yet  taken  off  his  face,  and  he  is  ftiil  a  minor, 

£ut» 
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But,  being  a  babe  in  common  fenfe,  he  is  con- 
fequently  a  refolute  high  church- man. 

Lord  Gemini  does  likewife  demand  honourable 
mention  on  this,occafion.  Nature  was  very 
negligent  when  fhe  made  this  great  man,  for 
he  is  an  unfinijhed  piece  of  brown  earthy  and  his 
mind  (if  he  has  one)  tallies  exactly  to  his  out- 
fide.  He  cannot  fliut  his  mouth,  nor  hold  his 
tongue.  However,  half  made  as  he  is,  he  is 
full  of  bright  zeal  ;  and,  when  he  is  in  the 
houfe^  he  feems  to  mean  feveral  fpeeches  for 
the  church,  but  no  mortal  is  fo  well  bred  as 
to  hear  him  :  And  yet,  his  mouth,  as  I  faid, 
being  always  ready  open,  he  proceeds  eter- 
nally. 

I  confefs  that  Earl  Talman^  though  he  is  a 
church  man,  wants  two  eflential  qualifications 
for  that  character  :  He  has  fenfe,  and  he  is  ne- 
ver drunk.  But,  quoth  Cato^  who  had  not  a 
due  refpeit  for  priejihood  and  tyranny  :  Solus 
Cafar  ad  evertendam  rempubltcam  fobrius  advc" 
nit.  To  be  juft  to  Earl  Talman.,  I  grant  he  was 
twice  a  whig  upon  valuable  confiderationSy  and 
once  out  of  a  pique.  But  at  prefent  he  is  a 
great  church  man,  becaufe  he  has  not  a  proper 
reafon  to  be  other  wife. 

Lord  Bowling-Green  *  is  no  fool  neither,  nay, 
he   was  a  wit  and  a   v/riter  during  th€  life  of 

a 
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a  great  poet,*  whofe  death  had  fuch  an  efFeiSl 
upon  him,  that  he  has  not  writ  a  line  fmce. 
But,  though  the  peer  has  fenfe,  yet  it  happens  io 
oddly,  that  he  is  a  true  church-man.  But  ma- 
licious people  pretend  to  give  you  a  reafon 
for  it,  by  alledging  that  he  leans  towards  infi- 
delity. If  this  be  true,  the  thing  is  not  at  all 
ftrange, 

I  was  going  on  with  my  chara^lers  of  this 
fort,  but  I  muft  remember  that  I  have  not  nov7 
time  to  vjxliea  folio. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  hope  it  is  evident 
why  mod  of  our  rural  'fquires  and  purfuers  of 
foxes  are  excellent  high  church-men.  Thefe 
married  fninors  are  all  under  the  dominion  of 
their  wives  and  the  parfon?,  who  regale  one 
another  with  caudle  and  orthodoxy,  and  fo 
forth^  and  govern  thefe  fimple  vehicles  of  wor- 
fhip  and  nonfenfe,  and  mould  their  hearts  and 
their  heads  into  what  faith  and  figure  they 
pleafe.  And  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  to  the 
honour  of  thefe  genuine  gentlemen^  that  they 
■have  an  admirable  knack  at  planting  or- 
thodoxy in  all  its  branches^  wherever  they 
•come. 

Andrew  la  FooU  Efq;  keeps  fpecial  beer,  and 
has  a  wife  who  loves  the  church  and  all  its 
tackle,  Andrew  never  dines  without  k\tn  par- 
fons  at  his  elbow. 

'Squirt 

*  Mr,  Drydsn, 
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^Squire  Toby  lived  in  a  married  ftate  nine 
years  without  iflue;  he  at  length  took  a  chap- 
Iain  into  his  houfe,  and  now  his  wife  is  with 
child  :  ^See^  fays  Toby^  the  blejftng  that  attends 
the  keeping  of  a  clergyman  in  one^s  houfe  /  And 
yet^  hut  to  pleafe  my  wife.,  I  had  not  done  it, 

I  am  far  from  being  furprized  that  our  rural 
members  vote  on  all  occafions  for  the  church. 
Is  not  fdial  duiy  a.  potent  reafon  ?  And  is  there 
no  gratitude,  nor  afFe<9:ion,  due  to  the  good 
men  who  brought  them  probably  into  the 
world,  and  certainly  into  the  houfe  f  For  our 
country  candidates  have  an  agent,  to  be  fure, 
if  not  a  father^  in  every  parifh  in  the  county, 
who  carries  all  the  votes  in  the  village  under  his 
girdle. 

Nor  are  thefe  fons  of  the  cafibck,  laft  men- 
tioned, any  more  rebellious  in  their  capacity  than 
in  their  inclinations.  Their  pious  and  conveni- 
ent ignorance  is  a  certain  pledge  for  their  zeal, 
and  thefe  two  are  perpetually  of  a  fize. 

As  to  the  behaviour  and  pra6lice  of  thefe 
Levitical  cubs,  it  is  the  eafieft  talk  in  the 
world  :  T^heir  whole  hujinefs  is  to  he  drunk  and 
$rthodox. 

Having  now  (hewn  why  fo  many  lords  and 
commons  are  true  churchmen,  I  need  fay  nothing 
of  the  rabble,  fince  they  are  fo  for  the  fame  rea- 

fon. 
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ion,  and  therefofe  it  is  no  wonder  the  church  has 
fuch  a  majority  amongft  them.  The  church,  if 
the  mob  forfake  it,  is  undone. 

Hence  it  is  that  for  good  and  pious  ends  I 
have,  as  council  for  the  clergy,  drawn  the  fol- 
lowing deed  of  conveyance,  which,  I  do  not 
doubt,  will  be  readily  figned  and  fealed  by  the 
parties  concerned.  The  purport  of  it  is  to  enrich 
the  church>intereft  with  a  multitude  of  perfons 
whom  the  whigs  may  well  fpare. 

'  Whereas  there  are  divers  and  fundry  well- 
«  meaning   ignorant  perfons   in  this  land,   who 

*  call  themfelves  whigSy  and  yet  want  the  ne- 
'  ceflary    marks    and    qualifications     belonging 

*  to  that  charaSfer,  which  is  maintained  by  a 
'  good  iinderftanding^  and  by  a  powerful  love  for 
'  truth  and  liberty^  and^  in  general^  by  a  jujl 
'  M^  of  things :  And  whereas  the  aforefaid 
'  good  and  fenfelefs  perfons  do  originally  and 
«  naturally  belong  to  the  clafs  oUrue  church-men^ 
'  whofe  caufe   has  from  the  beginning  been  fup- 

,  *  ported  by  number  and  nonfenfe  :  We  there- 
\\  ♦  fore  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed, 
'  '  taking  into  our  tender  confideration  the  in- 
'  tereft  of  the  clergy,  60^  as  reprefentatives 
'  of  the  whole  body  of  zvhigs  in  Great  BrlfaWy 
'  by  thefe  prefents,  renounce,  releafe,  and  for 
'  ever  quit  our  claim,  to  all  boobies  and 
Vol,  I,  H  <  idiots. 
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*  idiots,    who  may   have    run  blindly  into  our 

*  party  :     And  we  do  hereby  freely,  and  of  our 

*  own  meer  motion,  reflgn  and  make  over  the 

*  faid  fools  and  naturals  unto  the  high  church 

*  of  England^    whofe    proper   goods   and   chat- 

*  ties  they  are,   the  faid   church   knowing  foil 

*  well  how   to  apply  the  blindnefs    and    ftupi- 

*  dityofthem  the  faid  affes    to  admirable  and 

*  orthodox    ends    and   purpofes.      Witnefs   our 

*  hands,  ^c. 

A,  B.  cumfociisfuh* 

I  have  but  one  fcruple  upon  my  confcience 

in  relation  to  this  grant   of   mine  in  behalf  of 

the   church.    I  doubt  it  will  obftru6t  the  bill  for 

preventing  the    growth    of  -peerage^    if    ev€r    it 

Ihould  come  in  again  :     And,  on  the  contrary, 

make    many   new  creations  neGefTary  to  fill  up 

the  vacancies  it  will  occafion.     But  let  our  fu- 

periors  look  to  that.     The  church  in  the  mean 

while  ought  to  pray  fervently  for  fuccefs  to  fuch 

a  bill ;  for,  if  it  pafs,  I  will  be  bold  to  prophefy, 

that  fifty  year^  hence  the   whole  houfe,  at  leaft 

a  great  majority,    will    be  genuine   church-nun  \ 

unlefs  the  fame  be  firft  rendered  intirely  empty  by 

a  rigorous  execution  of  this  my  conveyance. 

Another  traiterous  enemy  to  the  church  hath 
been  the  weather, 

When 
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When  that  remarkable  phenomenon  appeared 
aljout  three  years  fince,  every  one  that  had 
orthodox  eyes  faw  armies  and  champions  in  the 
air,  brandiftiing  their  broad  fvvords,  and  threat- 
ening prefent  death  and  deftru6tion  to  all  fana- 
tics and  low  church-men  ;  yet  fa  it  fhame- 
fully  happens,  that  that  caravan  of  tory^ 
clouds  has  neither  brought  over  the  pretender, 
nor  ftruck   any  other  blow  on  the  church's  fide. 

The  wind  likewife  played  the  truant  from 
the  church,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  prophefies  and 
prayers  of  all  the  parfons  and  other  old  women 
in  the  nation.  Sir  George  Byng's  fleet  was  not 
funk.  One  would  naturally  take  the  fea,  by  its 
nolfe  and  roarings  to  be  an  orthodox  perfon  ; 
but,  by  its  late  great  civilities  to  our  fhips,  it 
feems  to  have  quite  deferted  the  church-intereft, 
and  tacked  about  to  the  whio-s. 

I  happened  to  be  down  in  EJJex  about  the  time 
when  Sir  John  Norn's  was  fent  into  the  Baltic 
to  detain  the  moderate  and  pious  king  of  Swe^ 
den  from  that  expedition,  from  which  our 
church  expected  great  fahatiouy  as  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  Trapp  zealoufly  phrafed  it,  and  on 
Sunday  1  vi^ent  to  church.  Our  parfon,  after 
taking  his  text,  and  making  a  flourifh  or  two 
about  the  meaning  of  it,  told  us,  that,  though 
the  doom     denounced     againft     the    fhips     of 

H  2  Tarjh'ijh 


^48        -^  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits. 

Tarjh'tjh  and  the  ISLES  was  an  old  prophecy, 
it  might  probably,  nay  it  did  certainly  extend 
much  further,  and  we  were  encouraged  to  hope 
great  efFe6ls  from  it,  in  this  our  day.  You 
Jhall  fee,  fays  he,  and  I  fpeak  it  from  the 
mouth  of  infpiration  itfelf  you  Jhall  fuddenly 
fie  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  in  the  deep. 
Can  the  Almighty  profper  thofe  Jhips  that  are  the 
bulwarks  of  ufurpation,  commonwealths ,  and 
Schifm  F  No,  he  cannot,  he  mujl  not,  if  he  he 
true  to  his  own  word,  if  he  has  any  regard  for  his 
€wn  church  and  people.  His  whole  fermon  was 
to  the  like  purpofe,  and  he  feemed  to  have 
flrong  and  Chrijlian  hopes  that  our  navy  would 
perifh.  But  notwithftanding  that  he  preached 
and  foamed  with  wonderful  zeal,  and  vented 
great  eloquence  and  fpittle  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing that  he  threatened  the  Lord,  if  he  did  not 
grant  a  tempeft  -,  and  the  people,  if  they  did 
not  pray  for  it ;  yet  neither  God  nor  the  weather 
obeyed  him,  and  Sir  fohn  and  his  fquadron  went 
in  fafety. 

In  ihort,  there  has  not  been  a  blaft  of  wind, 
or  a  fliower  of  rain  thefe  five  years,  but  what 
has  been  drawn,  head  over  heels^  into  the 
party  and  intereft  of  the  church.  It  thundered 
for  the  church,  and  fnowed  for  the  church,  and 
froze  for  the  church.    And  yet  the  whigs,  who 

have 
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have  got  all  the  money  in  the  nation,  have  fo 
bribed  the  elements,  that  they  have  quite  for- 
ibok  the  catholic  caufe.  We  had  laft  fum- 
mer  very  hot  weather,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  the  orthodox,  boded  nothing  lefs  to  the  na- 
tion, than  a  general  famine  and  peftilence,  for 
the  martyrdom  of  the  blejjed  martyr^  and  the 
keeping  out  of  the  pretender.  But  thefe  pefli'* 
lential  friends  of  the  church,  though  earneilly 
wiflied  for,  and  pofitively  foretold,  have  not 
done  the  church  the  lead  fervice,  by  laying 
wafte  their  native  country.  How  often  was  the 
king's  army  to  have  been  frozen  up  in  Scotland^ 
during  the  late  rebellion  ?  And  moft  of  the 
parfons  in  the  kingdom  had  pawned  their  word 
and  faith  upon  it.  But,  in  the  ilTue,  neither 
the  ffoft  nor  the  fnow  helped  the  church  and  the 
Pretender. 

In  laft  autumn  word  was  brought  to  the 
parfon  of  a  certain  parifh,  that  fuch  a  boy  in 
the  village  was  jull  then  killed  with  thunder 
and  lightning.  Is  he  ?  fays  the  parfon,  //  is 
what  I  ahvays  foretold^  that  that  boy  would  corns 
to  a  difmal  end^  for  he  went  conjiantly  to  a  fana^ 
tic  conventicle  ;  and  neither  I  nor  his  School-mafier 
could  diffuade  him  from  it^  Ay^  hut  Jir^  re- 
plied the  meflenger,  who  brought  the  dodte 
the,fe  glad  tidings,  Gaffer  Pitchfork  is  murdered 

H  3^  w,. 


150        A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits. 

ico^  with  thick  fame  toady  clap  of  thunder^  and 
you  do  know^  fir^  he  was  a  main  man  for  the 
churchy  and  fought  bravely  for  putting  up  the  May- 
pole.  At  this  the  do6lor  fcratched  his  head,  and 
faid,  It  is  appointed  to  all  men  once  to  die. 

My  landlady  at  Hartly  Row,  who  is  a  good 
churchv/oman,  and  very  great  with  the  parfon 
of  the  pariih,  is  well  aiTured,  that  the  late  me^ 
ieor  is  a  viftble  judgment  upon  us^  for  our  putting 
down  the  convocation,  as  flie  calls  it.  I  hope, 
when  his  majefty  hears  this,  he  will  fum-  • 
iTion  the  parfons  again,  to  fave  us  from  co- 
mets and  lightning,  and  to  rebuke  the  natioa 
once  more  for  infidelity,  in  not  believing  in  them,, 
and  alfo  to  convince  the  bifhop  of  5<3«^5^,  *  by 
cenfuring  him. 

What  pity  is  this,  that  neither  the  clouds,  nor 
the  fun,  nor  the  moon,  nor  the  flars,  nor  any 
thing  above  thetn,  can  be  brought  to  favour  the 
caufe  of  the  church  ! 

Providence  is  likewife,  I  fear,  become  an  ene- 
my to  high- church  ;  for  it  difappoints  her  on  all 
occafions. 

At  a  time  when  her  foundations  feemed  to 
be  laid  deep,  and  her  defigns  ripe  for  execu- 
tion, on  an  unlucky  firft  of  Augufi,  the 
church's    nurfe    died,    and     the    babe   fainted. 

All 
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All  the  holy  treachery  and  violence,  ufed 
then  by  the  church's  friends,  and  all  their 
feafonable  violations  of  treaties  and  oaths, 
were  "for  that  bout  utterly  loft,  and  their 
confcience  and  honefty  thrown  away  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

This  was  an  unkind  difcourtefyj  which  I 
fear  they  will  never  forgive,  and  yet,  in  ahout 
a  year's  time  afterwards,  the  church  was  played 
another  flippery  trick,  as  bad  as  the  former,  by 
the  removing  out  of  this  mortal  life  a  monarch  * 
who  was  champion  and  gladiator  in  chief  for 
our  orthodox  clergy. 

Relying  on  the  faith  of  treaties  abroad,  and 
the  obligation  of  oaths  at  home,  we  were  quite 
deftitute  of  forces,  when  the  late  earl  of  Mar^ 
by  rebelling  againft  his  Maker  and  his  king,  in 
favour  of  popery  and  the  church,  became  the 
darling  of  our  genuine  parfons,  who  prefently 
voted  him  a  righteous  inftrument  in  the  hand 
of  Providence,  to  bring  in  the  pretender,  and 
refcue  them  from  the  infupportable  ties  of 
faith  and  morality,  a  burthen  which  neither  they 
nor  their  predecejfors  ever  would  bear.  And  it 
muft  be  owned,  they  had  then  a  tempting  op- 
portunity to  avow  publickly  their  long  and  con- 
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*  Lewis  XIV, 


1^2  J  CoKmAL  for  Low  Spirits. 

Aant  perjury  and  expeaations,  without  any  ap- 
parent danger  of  temporal  lofs  (a  confideration 
always  upperraoil  with  them)  and  yet  they  were 
fo  cautious  as  only  to  mutter  their  hopes  privately 
to  all  the  world. 

The  fame  French  forces,  which  had  To  long 
contended  the  prize  with  ^\\  Ew^opey  had  now 
nothing  elfe  to  do  but  break  the  peace,  and  pleafe 
the  parfonsj,  and  replant  tyranny  and  Roman  or- 
thodoxy amongft  us. 

Here  was  now  a  pleafing  profpe6l  for  the 
church.  Mar  had  a  large  army  of  invincible 
Highlanders  ;  a  formidable  invafion  from  abroad, 
daily  threatened  us  ;  we  had  tumults,  madnefs, 
cofifufion,  and  difafFe6^ion  in  every  parifh  in 
the  nation,  and  in  every  county  a  rifing  was, 
feared  and  expe6led  ;  and,  in  (hort,  things  were 
running  into  a  total  diffolution.  So  much  had 
pur  peaceful  clergy  done,  and  fo  much  had  they 
to  hope  from  their  own  doings.  The  church, 
was  very  cock-a-hoop,  and  held  up  its  he^d 
and  crowed.  By  their  behaviour  and  aflurance, 
I  dare  pronounce  thatthefe  pious  peace-makers  and 
Gmhaffadorsofthe  meek  Jefus  would  not  have  taken,  a 
compofition  of  three  parts  of  the  church-land  for 
their  hopes  of  the  pretender  and  the  whole..  They 
were  even  fure  of  their  point. 

There 
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There  is  a  parfon  in  Somerfetjh'ire  (to  name 
no  more)  who  from  the  revolution  had  raved 
every  Sunday  Wixh  great  zeal  and  devotion 
againft  foreigners.  He  had  fworn  to  king 
William^  and  hated  him,  and  fpread  the  fame 
hatred  through  the  whole  parifh,  every  one  of 
whom  he  had  debauched  with  drunkennefs  and 
dilloyalty.  Upon  his  majefty*s  acceffion,.  he 
likewife  fwore  to  him  and  abufed  him,,  renew- 
ing with  greater  virulence  than  ever  his  im» 
precations  upon  foreigners.  In  one  of  his  fer- 
mons  he  had  this  expreilion':  Suppofe  the  time 
Jhould  come  when  we  Jhall  have  a  king  that  does 
not  underftand  the  common  prayer^  what  think  ye 
zvill  becotne  of  the  poor  church  f  This  excellent 
Chriftian,  when  he  thought  the  invafion  and  de- 
folation,  which  he  had  long  wiflied  to  his  na- 
tive country,  v/ere  at  hand,  began  to  tell  his 
people,  That  there  was  a  wide  difference  between 
fome  foreigners  and  others^  and  that  as  they  ought 
to  abhor,  and  even  defiroy^  fuch  of  them  as  were 
the  open  or  fecret  enemies  of  the  churchy  fo  it  was 
their  duty  to  honour  and  entertain,  and  even  to  di^ 
vide  their  fuhftance  with  fuch  foreigners,  as  xams 
to  fave  it.  This  was  hint  enough,  and  the 
do£l:rine  was  fo  clear,  that  a  pretty  young  girl 
afked  her  mother,  who  had  as  much  know- 
ledge as  herfelf,  Whether  thefe  brave  outlandi/h 
men  would  marry  with  us  poor  Englifh  volk  f 
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With  fuch  fort  of  management  it  is  no  won- 
der that  the  poor  orthodox  vulgar  are  worked 
lap  into  the  greateft  credulity  and  rage.  I  have 
met  with  fome  of  them  who  thought  it  no 
fm  to  murder  Hanoverians ^^  for  that,  they  faid, 
they  were  men-eaters  :  And,  when  I  a(ked  tkem 
how  they  came  to  know  fo  much  of  the  Ha" 
TiQveriansy  they  anfweredj  Oh^  our  par/on  has 
iold  us  enough  of  they  !  Nay,  fome  of  them 
believe  that  his  majefty  eat  up  all  the  children  he 
ever  had,  except  the  prince,  and  they  pretend  to 
tell  you  how  his  royal  highnefs  was  faved  from 
the  fame  fate. 

To  fome  of  the  clergy  alone  appertains  the 
facred  right  of  doing  v»^eli  by  deceiving,  and  o£ 
promoting  ruin,  ignorance,  and  war  for  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  church  ;  and  fuch  are  the  men  whom* 
the  nation  pays  to  propagate  truth  and  morality, 
and  maintain  peace. 

I  will  not  here  pretend  to  make  an  exa<3;  com- 
putation and  comparifon  between  the  number 
of  the  well.  afFecSled  and  ill  afFe6ted  parts  of  the 
clergy ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  apprized  that  I. 
wrong  them,  if  I  venture  to  fay,  that  not 
one  in  feven  of  thefe  confcientious  paftors  open- 
ed his  mouth  againii  the  late  rebellion  in  the  wef- 
tern  counties. 

In  the  pulpit  they  either  fay  nothing  of  his 
prefent  majefty,    or  that  which  is  much  worfer 

than 
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than  nothing ;  whereas  in  the  late  reign  they 
were  fo  blaiphemoufly  loyal,  that  they  feemed 
to  have  forgot  Jefus  Chrift,  to  preach  up  the 
queen. 

But  I  was  faying,  that  at  one  junBurey  I 
mean  during  the  rebellion,  the  hopes  and 
views  of  our  genuine  clergy  were  in  a  promi- 
lingpofture,  and  very  near  fulfilling ;  and  many 
of  them  were  fo.  difcerning  as  to  fee  the  finger 
of  God  in  the  rebellion,  and  tliey  became  fure- 
ties  every- where  for  providence,  that  it  would  go 
through  with  the  work  which  ih6y  had  begun. 
But  providence  deferted  them,  and  has  never  re- 
turned fince. 

And  thus  Ffdvidence  refufes  to  aid,  though  fo^ 
often  commanded,  the  inter  eft  of  perjury  and 
rebellion,  though  they  are  both  (o  evidently  for 
the  good  of  the  church, 

I  do  not  know  whether  they  may  not,  in 
their  private  junto's  and  cabals,  have  com.e  to 
a  refolution,  that  Providence  is  a  fchifmatic  ; 
and  the  more,  beeaufe  it  ia  plain,  that  both 
Providence,  and  the  Author  of  Providence,  are 
irreclaimable  difTenters  from  the  principles  and 
practices  of  high- church.  They  feem  to  be: 
fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  they  have  long  fmce 
difplaced  the  Almighty,  as  much  as  in  them 
lies,    fiom  "any  power   or  concernment  in  this 

H  6  worlds 
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world  or  the  other,  having  dubbed  themfelv€s 
Gods  and  forgivers  ;  and  exercifing  with  au- 
thority all  the  great  offices  of  omnipotence. 

The  bifliop  of  Bangor^  too,  is  the  occafion  of 
no  fmall  terror  to  the  church,  and  in  confede- 
racy with  her  mortal  foes ;  marching,  as  he 
does,  at  the  head  of  truth,  reafon,  fcripture 
^nd  fincerity,  and  the  like  fanatical  fellows, 
who  have  the  herefy  and  impudence  to  efpoufe  an 
intcreft  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  of  the  con- 
vocation. 

This    ill    advifed    biifhop  is  fo  romantic  and' 
froward,    as   to  think,  that  the  clergy  ought  to 
depart  from  feveral  points,  which,  though   they 
are    bloody    antagontfts    to    the   fpirit    of    the 
gofpel,     yet    do   evidently  tend  to  the  glory  of 
the  church..    His   lordfliip  ridiculoufly  believe?,, 
that    when    a    man   is  a  goo^d  man,  though  in 
this  particular  he,  dilFers.  widely  from    the  par- 
fons,  yet  God  will  have  mercy  upon  him.     But,, 
to    filence   this   perverfc    writer    for   ever,     let 
him  know    that    thefe  clergy    have  endeavoured . 
to    pluck    God's   own   keys   out  of  his  hands, 
and    tp    hinder    hini  from  fliewing  mercy,     or 
opening paradife,,  if  he  would..   They  YiVq  fine 
cures  fo  well,  that,  they  have  a  mind  to  make 
the    Almighty's    government   a   fine  cure   too. . 
Arc  tiot  [uch  friejis  hidC^Q  fellows,  who  woujd 
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make  their  Maker  a  minor,  and  themfelves 
his  dire<5tors  and  guardians  ?  When  his  lordfhip 
is  informed  of  this,  I  hope  he  will  drop  the  con- 
tfoverfy. 

The  biftiop  is  alfo  grievoufly  deceive^  in 
another  inftance  :  He  is  of  opinion  that  the 
clergy  ought  to  be  the  propagators  and  de- 
fenders of  liberty  and  the  gofpel.  See  here 
the  ignorance  of  a  father  of  the  church  !  He 
does  not  know  that  Chnflianity  may  be  at  the 
laftgafp,  and  yet  the  church  in  a  moft  flourifliing 
condition. 

I  could  mention  many  more  miftakes  of  the 
biftiop's  ;  and  particularly  he  is  fo  ill  a  church- 
man, as  to  think  there  is  fome  force  in  oaths, 
and  that  they  who  take  them  fnould  not  al- 
together break  them.  But  as  his  lord/hip  is 
out-voted,  upon  this  article,  by  a  vaft  majo- 
rity of  moft  orthodox  teachers,  I  take  it 
he  deferves  no  other  confutation :  Befides, 
this  is  a  fort  of  reafoning  which  he  is  ufed 
to. 

There  is  no  doubt  a  very  good  reafon  to  be 
given,  why  thefe  reverend  examples  of  truth 
and  piety  play  with  oaths,  and  call  upon  the 
tremendous  name  of  God  to  a  lye.  They 
themfelves  fay  it  is  for  bread,  though  Tome 
Others  think  it  is  for  drink.     However  that  be, 

it 
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it  is  plain,  perjury  is  btit  a  fmall  fault,  if  any. 
Now,  fuppofe  his  majefty,  tairght  by  the 
church,  {iioiild  break  his  oath,  and  feize  its 
pofleflions,  I  know  the  parfons  are  fo  reafon- 
able  a  fort  of  people,  that  they  would  never 
upbraid  his  majeily  for  walking  in  their  fteps,, 
and  being  forfworn.  But  I  doubt,  his  majefty 
is  fo  much  of  a  king,  and  a  Chriflian,  that  he 
will  never  be  brought  to  follow  his  clergy  in  this 
path. 

Before  I  have  done  with  this  head,  I  mufl 
give  the  parfons  one  caution.  I  beg  them,  for 
the  time  to  come,  never  to  upbraid  any  body 
with  the  pra£^ice  of  occafional  conformity  ; 
fmee  probably  fome  bitter  prefbyterian,  who 
does  not  honour  the  cloth,  may  give  them  to  un-» 
derftand,  /to  it  is  almofi  as  innocent  to  take  th^ 
church-facrament  for  a  place ^  as  it  is  to  he  forfworn 
for  a  living. 

The  happinefs  of  mankind  is  moreover  a  great 
and  powerful  antagonift  to  the  cHurch. 

Here  in  England  we  enjoy  fuch;  a  fhameful 
fhare  of  vi^ealth  and  liberty,  that  it  is  no 
wonder  our  clergy  are  perpetually  grum- 
bling, ^f  we  were  but  fo  reafonable  and  or- 
thodox as  to  part  with'  all  our  fubftance  and 
privileges  to  them,,  it  is  almoft  probable,  that 
thefe    our   g;ood    guides    to  mifery  and  falva- 

tion 
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tlon  would  grow  content  and  eafy ;  which  it 
is  impoflible  for  men  of  their  fpirit  and  pretenfions 
to  be,  fo  long  as  we  are  fo  faucy  and  heterodox  as 
to  be  rich  and  free. 

In  the  territories  of  the   church  abroad,  the 
priefts   enjoy   the   great    good   fortune   of  hav- 
ing never  a    happy  layman  under  their   domi-' 
nion  ;    and    having,    befide,    the  power  of    fire 
and    fword,    there    is    not   a  finale  fchifmatic,, 
nor  the    appearance  of    herefy   and  knowledge 
amongft   them;    but  church- affairs  go  on  in  a, 
blefled  courfe  of  tyranny,  fodomy,  and  ftupidity^ 
without  rub   or  difturbance.     Can.  any  one  won- 
der that  our  zealous  clergy  are  tempted  to  an  imi- 
tation of  fuch  a  pious  pattern  of  genuine  church^ 
'power  and  plenty^  where   the  bible  is  locked  upj 
and  the  laity  ftarve  ? 

The  nature  of  our  government  and  conftitution 
bring  alfo  x\o  fmall  danger  to  the  church. 

In  this  country  the  orthodox  clergy  cannot 
excommunicate  and  damn  a  man,  but  prefent^ 
ly  the  heterodox  law  grants  him  a  replevin. 
Befides,  we  have  feveral  other  bars  to  the  fe- 
licity of  the  church:  We  have  a  parliament, 
and  we  have  trade,  and,  which  is  worfe  than 
all,  the  convocation  cannot  do  what  they  pleafe, 
and  the  king  will  not  part  with  his  preroga- 
tive to  prorogue  them.  So  that  the  Jaw  on 
one  fide,    and    the    prerogative   on  the  other, 

grind 
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grind  the  poor  church  between  the  upper  and  thf 
nether  miljlone^   as  Mr.  Lejl'ie  emphatically^conir 
plains. 

There  is  one  inftance  particularly,  in  which 
the  prerogative  bears  hard  upon  the  church,. 
The  parfons,  you  muft  know,  to  prove  them- 
felves  a  well-born  people,  go  for  their  parentage 
feventeen  hundred  years  backwards,  and  father 
themfelves  upon  the  apojiles.  Now  not  being 
able  to  prove  this,  either  by  record,  sr  refem- 
blance,  they  have  given  occafion  to  fome  pro- 
fane folks  to  alledge,  that  the  priefts  muft  needs 
be  baftards,  lecaufe  their  parents  utterly  difown 
ihem^  and  they  are  kept,  by  the  parijh.  But  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  fcorning  to  part  with  their 
Gpojlolic  hirih^  have  forged  out  a  vaft  chain, 
long  enough  to  hold  ten  millions  of  foxes, 
and  this  they  call  the  chain  of  fucceffion\  one 
end  of  which  i's  tied  to  the  apojiles^  and  tlie 
other  to  themfelves ;  and  it  reaches  from  yeru^ 
falem  to  Lambeth^  taking  Rome  in  its  way. 
This  is  an  important,  and  even  miraculous 
chain  ;  for  though  it  has  frequently  been  broke, 
and  there  are  gaps  in  it  feventy  years  long, 
yet  it  has  never  been  once  interrupted  to  this 
day.  It  is  like  Milton^ s  bridge,  built  by  8'm 
and  Death  over  the  chaos,  wonderful  and  /»- 
vifthU^    It  is  pity  this  cable,  rope  of  fucceffian 

fhould ; 
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Ihould  lie  thus  incogs  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
high  churchy  the  whole  hierarchy  hangs  by  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  wonder  they  maintain  it  with 
mofl  apoJioUc  wrath  and  objlrnacy. 

But  even  here  now,  in  the  momentous  point 
of  fucceffion,  the  prerogative  breaks  in  upon 
the  caflbck,  and  the  king,  v/ho  is  but  a  lay- 
man, creates  biihops,  and  by  this  a6t  of  his, 
does,  as  it  were,  hzge^  fans  and  heirs  to  the  apof- 
tles.  This  is  a  fad  incroach'nent  upon  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  parfons,  who  have  doubtkn,  a  di- 
vine right  to  breed  each  other.  I  know  they  pre- 
tend they  llill  chufe  their  bifliops,  and  on  that 
occafion  mock  God  with  prayers,  as  if  they  real- 
ly did.  Thus  an  apothecary  s  boy,  or  an  old 
woman,  by  order  of  the  doclor,  adminifters  a 
cl)  fter  ;  afid,  if  a  cure  enfues,  the  bey  or  the 
old  woman  was  the  phyfician. 

There  are  many  other  faults  in  our  laws, 
in  relation  to  the  churchy  of  which  the  prieji- 
hood  have  ju(l  reafon  to  complain.  S?nithfield 
is  turned  into  a  meer  market,  where  bullocks 
are  butchered  infiead  of  heretics^  and  the  cler- 
gy are  never  again  like  to  be  complimented  with 
a  burnt  offering-  from  thence  ;  and  ^  diffenter 
may  now  be  fo  faucy  as  to  worfhip  God,  and 
the  parfon  cannot  punifti  him  for  it  j  and  the 
laity  are  fuffered  to  believe,  that  the  revealed 
will  of  God  is  not  hid  j    and  there  is  a  dangerous 

opinion 
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opinion  prevailing  among  us,  that  the  Almightf 
will  not  tumble  us  into  hell  for  fmcerily  and  well-' 
meaning:  and,  to  add  no  more,  the  clejgy  have 
not  the  goverrtment  of  all  thing?. 

The  next  thing  I  {hall  mention,  which  has  ad- 
miniflered  greal  grief  and  danger  to  the  churchy. 
is,  the  high  duty  upon  French  wine  and  brandy. 
This  grievance  is  fufHcient  to  make  all  the  genu- 
ine parfons  in  England  tmlecontents.  For,  though 
they  drink  malt  liquor  in  great  quantities,  and 
though  that  be  of  a  windy  nature,  and  is  a  great 
help  to  zeal,  yet  a  dram  is  the  life  of  orthodoxy ^ 
and  claret  is  clear  wit,  to  ufe  their  own  waggifti 
ftile.  I  knovi7  a  parfon  who  drinks  nothing  but 
fm all  beer,  and  he  is  a  whig,  as  one  may  eafily 
imagine,  and  unlefs  he  change  his  liquor,  in  or- 
der to  change  his  principles,  he  is  like  to  continue 
a  whig  till  doomfday.  So  much  does  the  church 
lofe  by  zfober  fin  / 

Another  caufe  from  which  the  genuine  church^ 
men  are  in  great  danger,  is  a  reformation  of  man- 
ners, which  would  flrip  them  of  many  pretty  li- 
berties, and  force  upon  them  the  bitternefs  of  mo- 
rality, which  is  too-ftrong  meat  ioi  theje  babes. 
As  orthodoxy  and  lewdnefs  are  often  the  iovingeft 
neighbours  in  the  world,  it  muft  needs  go  to  their 
heart  to  be  parted. 

In  Popifh  countries,  for  example,  where  the 
clergy  often  fall  mto  (vich.  carnal  crimes  and  copu- 

lationsy 
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lations,  as  our  fpotlefs  fociety  of  faints  here  at  home 
do  abhor  ;  v/ould  it  not  be  a  heavy  judgment  upon 
a  pious  prieji  to  be  ftripped  at  once  of  his  whore 
and  his  altar  ?  and  then,  would  not  an  embargo 
on  toping^  in  the  fame  countries,  have  an  afpe£l 
every  bit  as  terrible  towards  the  church  ?  For  there 
are,  beyond  fea,  fuch  inonjlers  as  drunken  priefts  ; 
though  my  countrymen,  who  never  fee  fuch  fights 
here  in  England^  may  imagine  I  talk  v/ildly.  And 
now  for  an  honeft  tippling />r/#/?a  who  would  as 
freely  fufFer  death  as  thirft,  to  be  thus  reformed 
out  of  his  bottle,  and  divorced  from  his  croney 
barrel,  would  be  downright  perfecution  and  a 
wounding  of  the  church  through  his  fides. 

A  reformation  is  like  wife  fo  tyrannical  and 
hard-hearted,  as  to  oblige  the  clergy  to  live 
as  if  there  was  really  fomething  in  religion, 
befide  farce  and  tithes ;  and  it  experts  too  that 
thefe  fpiritual  militia  fiiould  be,  at  leaft,  now 
and  then  upon  duty,  and  not  live  idle  above 
fix  days  in  feven,  and  upon  the  feverith,  not 
above  nineteen  hours  in  four  and  twenty. 

Befides,  a  reformation  would  be  for  reviving 
the  force  cf  fcripture  lav/s,  which  bear  won- 
derous  hard  upon  the  clergy.  I  remember  par- 
ticularly, the  third  chapter  to  Timothy  lays  fuch 
intolerable  injunctions  and  reftraints  upon  ihem, 
as  muft  needs  be  as  far  from  the  liking  of  the 
genuine  parfons^  as  I  am  fure  they  are  from  their 
practices    for  the  aforefaid  chapter  experts  they 

fhould 
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£liould  he  no  brawlers^  nor  Jlr'ikers^  nor  greedy  df 
filthy  lucre^  nor  given  to  wine  ;  nor  lifted  up  with 
pride ;.  but^  on  the  contrary,  that  they  (loould  be 
blamelefs,  vigilant^  fober^  of  good  behaviour,  and 
apt  to  teach  ;  and  1  know  not  how  many  more 
impoilibilities.. 

A  gentleman  In  this  city,  whofe  heart  is 
fet  upon  a  reformation  of  manners,  gave  me, 
not  long  ago,  the  perufal  of  his  creed,  out  of 
which  I  drew  the  following  dangerous  pofitions, 
and  now  I  publifh  them,  that  the  genuine  clergy 
may  guard  againft  them. 

1.  He  believes  that  a  man  may  be  faved  by  ad^ 
hering  to  naked  truth  and  plain  religion, 

2.  That  it  is  not  damnable,  not  to  believe 
what  we  cannot  believe. 

3.  That  Chriftianity  is  as  good,  a  man  as  Or- 
thodoxy, faving  the  judgment  of  the  clergy. 

4.  That  it  is  poffible  for  a  paftor  to  have  grace 
in  his  heart,  though  he  has  never  a  rofe  in  his  hat, 
and  that  he  may  tell  truth,  and  infl:ru6l  the  peo- 
ple, though  he  be  not  wrapped  up  in  twenty  ells 
of  Holland. 

5.  That  an  innocent  infant  may  be  faved,  withr 
out  a  pai  fon's  dropping  v/ater  upon  its  face. 

6.  1  hat  a  well-difpofed  perfon  may  eat  bread, 
and  drink  wine,  in  remembrance  of  our  Saviour's 
death,  without  the  prieft's  form  of  words,  which 
yet  do  not  change  the  elements,  which  yet  are  a  proper 
jfc(crifice^  which  yet.  is  not  flejh  and  blood, 

7.  That 
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■7.  That  God  may  pofTibly  pardon  a  repent- 
ing fmner,  though  the  parfon  do  not  abfolutely 
give  his  confent^  and  order  him  fo  to  do, 

8.  That  a  man  may  venture  to  underftand  the 
underf.andahle  parts  of  fcripture. 

9.  That  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  fcrupulous 
confcience  ;   zvith  fuhmijjion  U  theparfons. 

10.  7  hat  a  man  may  keep  his  oath  io  King 
George^  and  yet  not  be  damned  for  it  ;  again  fa^ 
ving  the  opinion  and  praSiice  of  the  high  church, 

11.  That  the  clergy,  as  well  a?  others,  would 
be  better,  if  ihey  bad  fewer  faults. 

12.  That  diiTenters  are  our  fellow- creatures. 
I?.  That  rer!'cZ,ion  is  a  rational thin<r. 

My  acquaintance  above-mentioned  holds  all 
thefe  and  more  fach  heretical"  notions,  which, 
were  they  tolerated,  would  bring  no  fmall  dan- 
ger to  the  church.  But,  I  hope,  hzx  genuine  fons 
will  continue  their  zeal,  and  defend  her  againft 
them  all. 

Among  many  other  caufes  which  I  could  af- 
fign  for  the  danger  of  the  church,  I  (hall  men- 
tion but  two  ;  and  thcfe  are  two  holy  days,  the 
20th  of  January,  and  the  29//-?  of  May  ;  a  cou- 
ple of  days  that  fend  many  a  pious  prieft:  tQ 
meet  his  fate.  Then  it  is  that  our  orthodox  par- 
fans  exert  their  wrath  and  eloquence  with  huge 
might  and  fuccefs.  They  demolifh  the  whigs, 
and  then  4cill  themfelves  with  joy  and  drink- 
ing.    Cups  and   caioufals   fucceed    to  zeal  and 

fcold- 
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fcolding,  and,  many  an  able  bodied  Levite  fa- 
crifices  his  fobriety  and  his  tabernacle,  to  the 
health  and  confufion  of  the  church  and  low- 
church-men.  They  fend  diflenters  to  the  devil, 
but  go  firft  themfelyes,  to  tell  him  they  are  com- 
ing. 

Thus  half  the  genuine  clergy  lay  hands  upon 
themfelves,  and  pour  their  own  deaths  down 
their  throats.  Some  of  them  depart  fpiced 
with  right  Nant%^  others  fowfed  in  OSioher^ 
feme  pickled  in  Florence,  and  many  lleeped  in 
Oxford' ale.  Ah  thefe  drunken  holy  days  !  (fays 
my  witty  friend  Dr.  Byfield)  no  body  gets  by 
them  but  Lucifer  and  the  exclfemen.  They  have 
turned  the  whole  year  into  an  idle  jubilee^  a?td  the 
common-prayer-book  into  an  almanac.     I  hate  their 

fuperjiitious  trumpery //  is  only  the  JVhore 

of  Babylon  in  an  Englifh  vizor,  and  the  Pope  in 
a. per  twig,  I  remember  the  time,  when  we  neither 
minded  fur plices  nor  faints  days  \  and  then  I  drunk- 
ennefs  was  fent  to  the  flocks,  and  whoring  to  the 
i  'kufe  of  correSiion,  But  now  /  the  priefls  are  gone 
{   h'ay,  and  the  people  follow  them, 

I  am  acquainted  with  a  Roficrufian  in  this 
town,  who  hok^s  a  correfpondence  with  the 
other  world,  and  in  it  with  Hugh  Peters  parti- 
cularly, from  whom  he  lately  received  the  fol- 
lowing epiftle,  a  copy  of  which  he  gave  me. 
As  it  is  the  neweji  and  beft    apology  that  ever 

wa« 
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was  made  for  drunkennefs,  I  chearfully  publifh  it, 
for  the  peculiar  fer vice  of  my  ecclefiaftical  clients, 

I0  the  truly  illuminate^  andfuhlimate  by  the  fym-* 
phony  of  thefpirit  of  ejjence^  bright  above  brightnefs^ 
and  blojjhm  of  inviftble  knowledge^  Jacob  Fitz  Beh- 
men,  /mw^  in  the  woild  ;  Hugh  Peters,  a  vifion- 
ary  ele£i^  wijhes  perpetuity  of  permanence, 

'  You   tell  me   that   your    friend,    the  dooior^ 

*  drinks   and  decays  apace,     and  that  we  ghofts 

*  may  foon  expedl  his   company,  he  being  al« 

*  ready    ahnofl:   one  of  us.     I   am    glad   of  the 

*  news,  and  fliall  be  pleafed  to  fee  him.  But 
'  I   cannot    with  you  condemn    him   for  fwal- 

*  lowing  fo  much  brandy  and  wine  :  On  the 
'  contrary,    I   applaud   him,    for  his  artful   fea- 

*  foning  of  himfelf  with  hot  liquors  for  his  remo- 

*  val  into  this  w^rw  climate.^  where,  let  me  tell 
'  you,    it  is  ^/i?^-^(5}'^  all  the  year. 

'  It  was  for  want  of  this  extreme  unclion^    that 

*  Julius  Cafar  (the  fobereft  tyrant  and  whore- 
'  raaP.er  in  the  world)  was  plagued  with  the 
**•  dry  gripes  half  a  century  after  his  arrival  on 
'  this  fide  the  grave.     Alexander  the  Great^   by 

report,  was  wifer,  for  it  is  a  tradition  here, 
'  that  his  ghoft  came  reeking  from  a  drunken 
'  feaft,  like  a  butterfly  preferved  in  fpirit  of 
*  wine. 

*  Many  great  men^  and  judges  of  the  earthy 
'  have  tried  the  fame  expedient  with  comforta- 

'  ble 
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'  ble  fuccefs  :    But  above  all   other  fpecies  of 

*  mortals    the  reverend    the    clergy,    my  hro' 

*  iher   trade^    who  underftand  their   intereft  in 

*  the  upper  worlds    the  heft  of  all  other  charac- 

*  ters  or  crafts  whatfoever,  are  not  wanting  la 
'  forefight  and  fagacity  to  fortify  themfelves 
«  with   hot    liquors,     and   hot  fermons^     againft 

*  the  influence  of  this  hot  region.     You  know, 

*  while  they  are  in  your  worlds  they  are  great  mo^ 

*  nopolizers  of  fire  and   brimftone,    and  when 

*  they  come  hither  we  do  not  grudge  them  their 

*  own  commodity, 

'  [t  is  from  this  tribe  of  men  chiefiv  we  have 

*  an  account  of  what  is  doing  on  ihQ  funny  fde 
'  of  the  globe  ;    for,  being    all    p^ofrffd  politi- 

*  dam  and  newfmongers,  we  find  them  the 
^  bed  intelligencers  imaginable.     Befides,    they 

*  are  confiantly  comings  and  by  that  means,  we 
^  never  want  advices.     So    that,    whenever  we 

*  fpy  a  Hack  ghofl  ftalking  towards  the  ferry,  we 
*^  all  cry  out,  with  one  mouth,  a  mail  from  man- 
^  kind, 

*  At  ail  feafons  of  the  year  we  have   them 

*  pretty  thick  ;  but  it  is  incredible  what  2;Iuts 
'  of  them  arrive  a  few  days  after  the  ^oth  ofja.- 

*  nuary,  and  the  igth  of  M^y,  And  the  reafon 
^  is  obvious  ;   for 

Here  frienH  Hugh  falls  into  the  fame  obfef- 
vations  which  I  have  already  made,  and  fhews, 

beyond 
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beyond  contradii^ion,  how  his  brother-trade^ 
as  he  calls  them,  kill  themfelves  with  preacliing 
and  debauchery,  at  theje  high- church  tides. 
Nothing  fo  quickly  deflroys  the  conftitution,  and 
the  underjlancling^  as  brandy,  and  tobacco,  and 
zeaL 

I  have  now,  I  may  modejlly  loaji.  fully  proved 
the  danger  of  the  church  ;  and,  by  aiTigning 
the  true  caufes  of  that  danger,  I  am  ihe  only 
advocate  fhe  has,  who  have  not  lyed  upon 
this  occafwn^  feeing  all  the  numerous  aflertors 
of  her  holy  perils  who  Went  before  m-e,  do, 
in  the  account  they  give  thereof,  fib  moji 
outrageoujly  j  though  I,  who  am  not  of  their 
order,  dare  by  no  means  fay  fo.  Thefe  men 
lay  all  the  blame  of  this  matter  upon  infidels 
^n^iprofiane  perfom\  but  I  can  never  join  with 
them  in  fuch  an  unreafonable  charge ;  for  I 
cannot  think  it  at  all  likely  that  the  clergy  would 
wilfully  murder  their  own  ?nother,  and  fo  be  guil- 
ty of  manfiaughter. 

My  next  talk  is  to  prove,  that  the  church  ought 
to  be  in  danger,  and  this  I  fhall  do  by  fhewing, 
that  Jhe  gets  by  it. 

Pity  is  a  potent  paflion,  and  whoever  has  \\\t. 
art  of  gaining  it,  feldom  faijs  to  draw  our  af- 
fea^ns  along  with  it.  Now,  the  church  having 
no   other  way  of  being  beloved  but  to  be  pitied, 

I  ihc 
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ihe  muft,  in  order  to/te,  appear  exceeding  mife« 

Table  and  woful. 

Mifery  is  often  the  gredteft^  and  fometimes, 
the  only  merit,  which  attends  peifons  and 
things  :  For  proof  of  this,  I  never  faw  a 
roguey  going  to  be  hanged,  though  ever  fo 
Wicked  2M  ugly y  but  he  was  Rr^  pitied^  and  then 
praijed'y  efpccially  by  the  women,  who  have  a 
Jirange  bias  to  weeping  and  being  deceived. 

Hence  it  proceeded,    that,    when   the  doSlnr 
and    his  high-church  were  both   thought  in   ^ 
hopeful     way    to     the    gallows,     our     orthodoi' 
compaffion   got  the  better  of  our   heretical  it^; 
fon,  and  the  champim  merited  our  mercy,  meerl 
by  meriting  a  halter. 

The  church,  therefore,  if  ihe  would   be  faf 
muft  be  always    in  danger  ;     while   fhe  is    f(  _ 
our   concern   for  the  old  woman  in  diftrefs  will ' 
throw  duft  in  the  eyes  of  our  underftanding,  and 
efFe(5tually  prevent  a  difcovery  of  her  nakednefs  and 

tvrinkles. 

And  now,  to  conclude,  what  remains  but 
that  the  danger  of  the  church,  which  is  grown 
io  neceflary  to  her  well-being,  be  eftablifhed  by  a 
canon,  and  made  the  thirty-tenth  article  of  her 
faithy  to  be  believed  on  pain  of  damnation  ?  In  the 
mean  while,  let  me  afTume  to  myfelf  the  juft 
glory  of  having  ftarted  the  defign  of  fuch  an  ar- 
ticle, by  ihewing  //;  reafonahknefs, 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  loving  reader^  let  me  acquaint  thee  ia 
a  few  words,  with  my  own  ufefulnefs  and  impor- 
tance, which  makes  me,  indeed,  a  little  proud, 
but  not  a  hit  vain. 

And  in  the  firft  place,  I  have  written  i 
matchlefs  defence  of  prieji-craft^  a  talk  never 
attempted  before.  And  yet  the  majiers  and 
guardians  of  that  nohle  fcience  have  proved 
but  unthankful  clients,  and  even  railed  at  me^ 
their  apoJogiJi^  moft  unmercifully,  and  indeed 
unanjwerably.  But  I  have  always  obferved, 
that  orthodoxy  has  admirable  talents  for  felling  of 
oyjiers,  I  am,  in  particular,  beholden  to  a 
great  doSlor^  famous  for  paunch  and  princi- 
ples, who  preached  a  whole  fermon  ao-ainft  me 
in  which  he  foamed  and  reviled,  beyond  a  pof- 
fibih'ty  of  repl3%  Lord  love  him,  if  pojfihk^ 
it  is  the  only  way  of  reafoning  he  knows. 

I   have  likewife   been    moft   chrijliayily  curfed 
in  many   other  pulpits,  with  the  fame  force  of 
bitternefs  and  lungs,     Blefs  me,  that  my  loving 
priefily  friends   will  not    be  taught  more   wit  ? 
I  had  been  rallying  a  fort  of  men  who  are  very 
fad    fellows,     and    fhameful   enemies   to    con* 
fcience,  truth,  and  their  country;  and  pre  fen  tly 
up  ftart  the  Lord's  ambafladors,  and  cry,  TVe  are 
the  meny  damn  the  author.     At  fuch  odds  are  they 
with  common  fenfe,  and  the  ?mrcy  of  God  I 
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Secondly,  1  have  convinced  feveral  laymen, 
that  there  is  another  God  hefide-  the  clergy^  though 
they  had  lived  long  in  ignoranc^  as  to  that 
point.  And  I  have  advice  from  divers  coun- 
ties ifl  England^  that  when  the  parfons  cock 
their  beavers,  and  give  themfelves  airs,  the 
country  folks  cut  them  down  with  a  text  out 
of  par  Jon  Alheronu  When  a  vicar  in  Eent^  the 
other  day,  fent  his  clerk  to  a  fenfible  clcwn 
in  the  parifti,  to  demand  his  Eajier-dues  on 
pain  of  excommunication.  What,  fays  Ralph  to 
Sternhold,  .  I  warrant  ye,  you  come  amhajfador 
mw  from  the  Lord's  receiver  general^  don't  you  F 
And  the  chief  inhabitants  of  a  parifh  in  Surry 
have  fent  a  letter  to  their  do6lor  here  in 
town,  begging  him,  if  his  belly  he  not  too  full^ 
to  come  down  and  preach  among  them,  and  not 
to  affront  them  any  longer  with  his  journeyman. 

Thirdly,  I  have  conferred  reputation  upon 
fix  and  fifty  authors,  €very  one  of  whom  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  write  my  hook  after  it  was 
in  print,  and  they  are  heartily  welcome.  All 
their  other  works,  when  once  they  got  into  the 
corner  of  a  bookfeller's  fhop,  grew  rickety  for 
want  of  handlings  and  fo  could  never  travel 
over  the  counter,  till  a  grocer* s  apprentice  car- 
ried away  the  helplefs  creatures  in  a  charitable 
wheel-harrow.  Seven  of  thefe  worthy  gentle- 
men,   and  one  of  ihem  a  grave  xounfellor  in 
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the  temple^  confeflcd  to  me  they  were  the  au- 
thors of  the  apology^  but  modelHy  begged  me 
not  to  difcover  them.  1  muil,  however,  thank 
the  bountiful  Mr.  P H ,  for  his  un- 
common goodnefs  in  adopting  my  poor  father- 
hfs  ehild^  as  foon  as  it  was  brought  forth  into  the 
public  1  fear  it  is  more  than  ever  I  ihall  be  abid 
to  do  for  me  of  his, 

I  am  told  that  one  of  thefe  fathers  of  my 
pamphhx  threatens  to  break  fquares  with  the 
court,  becaufe  they  have  not  yet  rewarded  him 
with  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  But,  I  doubt, 
this  ingenious  pilferer  of  my  parts  and  perform- 
ance is  too  hafty.  Why,  even  /,  who  have  writ- 
ten full  four  half-fheets,  for  the  good  of  my- 
felf  and  my  country,  am  not  "yet  lord  high 
admiral,  nor  have  fo  much  as  the  profFer  of  a 
blue  garter ;  which  fo  difcontents  me,  that  I 
will  write  no  more  thefe  three  days ;  but  then 
I  will  fet  about  my  apology  for  great  men^  in 
which  I  will  prove  them  to  be  the  civi^left  crea- 
tures breathing  to  their  own  public  perfons.  Read- 
er, Adieu  J  for  a  fortnight, 

P.  S.  1  acknowledge  the  former  pari  of  this  hook 
has  been  laid  at  the  door  of  a  gentleman  or  iwo^  whofe 
names  do  me  honour^  I  wijh  they  may  be  as  iveli 
plea  fed  on  this  occafton  as  I  am* 
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Cardinal   ALBERONI"^ 

T  O    A 
Right  Reverend  Father  in  God^ 

FOR    THE 

SUPPORT  of  the  Church, 

By  Introducing 

Ignorance  and  Superstition. 

In  ANSWER  to  a 

LETTER   of  that  Prelate's   wherein 
he  defires  to  be  made  a  Cardinal. 

Firft  Printed  in  the  Year  lyig^ 
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Cardinal  ALBER0N1\ 

LETTER.  &c. 


Mofi  Reverend  a7td  Holy  Brother^ 

Otwithftanding  the  great  mulrlplicit/ 
of  bufinefs  I  am  now  engaged  in, 
which  calls  for  more  than  ordinary 
application  5  yet  the  efteem  and  afFedlion  T 
have  for  you,  obliges  me  to  anfwer  the  over- 
tures you  were  pleafed  to  make  to  the  king  my 
mafter,  by  his  excellency  the  Marquis  de  Mon^ 
teleone,  I  cannot  but  thank  your  lordfhip  for 
congratulating  me  on  the  promotion  my  mafter 
has  been  pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  and  for 
the  fervice  you  are  fo  good  as  to  think  1  fhall 
do  the  church  in  it.  Truly,  my  lord,  as  I 
have  the  interefts  of  it  entirely  at  heart,  I 
have  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  procure 
your  advancement  to  the  higheft  ftations  in 
it.  And  I  have  the  happinefs  to  teJI  you,  that 
the  pope  is  fo  well  fatisEed  with  your  conduct, 
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that   he  defigns   you  very  fhortly  fdr  the  Gon* 
clave  :    But,  in  his  fatherly  goodnefs,  befeeches 
you  to  continue  a  little  longer  your  dutiful  re- 
folut;  vns    of    ferving    him  in  the  poft  you  are 
now  in.     As  I  am  fenfible  no  one  has  def-rved 
the  hat  better  than  yourfelf,  you  may  be  afiured, 
that  your  merit  will  have  the  fuccefs   you   de- 
iire.      But   the  necelHty  of   our  afFairs  requires 
your    attendance  a  little  longer  in  that  ftation^ 
"where    you  are  fo  great  an  ornament  and  fup- 
port,.     The  obftinacy    of    your  king  has   em- 
BarafTed  me  not  a  little,  and  defeated   thofe  glo" 
rious  defigns  I   had   laid  for  the  fovereignty  of 
the  church.     His  meafures  are   fo.  deftrudive  of 
our  grandeur,  and    fo   prejudicial  to  the  power 
we  have  fo  juftly  exercifed  over  the  confciences; 
of  the  laity,     that  I  have  no  other    profpedt,, 
but  of  the  growth  of  herefy,     and  particularly 
of  that  damnable  one,     of  mens  thinking  for 
themfelves.     How  fecure  foever  we  might  think 
©urfelves  in  thofe  times  when  churchmen  were- 
a^mbafTadors,    and,  all-  the  honours  of  the  ftate- 
<iefigned  for*  fome   patriots  of  the  clergy  ;    yet^ 
thofe  happy  days    are    paft,     and  I  can  forefee. 
nothing  now  but  th.e  ruin   of  the  church,  fmcei 
you    and   our    other   friends    are    unemployed,, 
ar)d  none  but  mean  fervile  fpirited  perfons  ad- 
vanced, that  have  not  fouls  formed  for  the  pka.- 
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fure  of   commanding.     Pray,    my  Lord,    what 
is  a  clergyman  that  is   not  full  of  the  dignity  of 
his    order  ?     Men  are  to    be  borne  down  with 
the  notion   of  our  imaginary  preheminence  :  If 
our    charadcrs   are    examined,     our    reputation 
muft  fmk  ;    but,  while   the  laity    admire  impli- 
citly the  loweft   of  our  order,    how  much   mufl 
they   adore   the  greateft  ?    But  1  need  not  men- 
tion this  to  your  lord  (hip,    who    are  fufficiently 
fenfible  of    the   excellency   of    your  profeffion, 
and  comfort  yourfeif  with  all  that  diftance   and 
majefty  that   becomes    a    fpiritual  prince.     But 
give   me   leave,    my    lor<^,    to  fay,    your   refo— 
lution  of    oppofing  your  king,   in   all  his  mea- 
fures,    is    full  of  piety  and  catholic  obedience  ;•. 
.it  is  agreeable  to  thecondu<Sl-  of  your  illuftrious 
predeceflbrs,  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  church, 
whofe    intereft    is    always    inconfiftent   with   a 
gentle    and    virtuous    reign,     and  whofe  happi- 
nefs  can  never  be  reconciled  with  any  thing  but 
arbitrary    and     unlimited    power.       Upon    this^ 
view,    I  think   T  can  never    enough   commend 
your   lordfhip's   zeal,    and    your    paflionate   de- 
fence  of    our    ecclefiaftical    prerogatives,     and 
that   you    fo  well   juftify  pcrfecution  under  the 
notion  of    wholefome   feverities,.  and   Chriftian^ 
compulfion  :  Though,:  at  the  fame  time  I  cannot 
but  grieve^-  that  you  flioulJ   be  obliged  to  make 
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uTe  of  fuch  a  fubterfuge  of  words,  and  that 
your  fword  cannot  eflablifli  what  reafon  contra- 
dicts. But  fince  truth  at  laft  will  prevail,  and 
whatever  fpecious  arguments  may  be  ufed  by  uSj> 
under  the  pretence  of  guarding  eftablifhed  re- 
ligion, a  mo'i  ufeful  word,  and  what  we  can 
never  depart  from  but  to  the  deftru6tion  of  our 
power ;  let  me  only  remind  your  lordfhip  of 
fome  maxims  which  I  think  extremely  condu- 
cive to  our  interefl,  and  what  muft  at  laft, 
if  rightly  purfued,  beat  down  all  oppofi-' 
tion, 

Firft  then,  my  Lord^  you  are  fenfible,  by  all 
the  fteps  you  have  taken,  and  the  v»^hole  tenor 
of  your  conduct,  that  nothing  To  much  pre-» 
ferves  the  power  we  have  ufurped,  as  the  en- 
couragement of  an  implicit  dependence  of  the 
laity  on  the  clergy  ;  to  inculcate  that  no- 
thing deftroys  faith  fo  much  as  reafon  ;  and, 
whatever  contradi£^ion  it  may  be  in  fenfe,  yet 
in  religion  it  is  an  eflablifhed  rule,  that  the  bet- 
ter any  man  (te,s^  the  more  occafion  he  has 
for  a  guide,  and  that  he  walks  moft  fafe  and 
fecure  that  is  mo  ft  blind,  efpecially  if  he  has 
the  good  fortune  to  be  led  by  another  full  as 
blind  as  himfelf.  This  is  fo  fundamental  a 
truth,  that  I  do  not  fo  much  wonder,  that 
your  pious  and  learned  convocation' has  fo 
warmly  cenfured  tholt   contrary  dodrines  that 

have- 
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have  been  lately  advanced  ;    lam  furprlzed  that 
every  clergyman  has  not  oppofed  them  with  alt 
the   vehemence  (o  great  a  caufe  deferves  :  For 
notwhhflanding  the  great  reafon   of  your  anta- 
gonift,    and   his  virtuous  and.  unblemiflied  life, 
yet  the  whole   body  of  the  clergy,  feparated   as 
well  as  united,  {hould  have  rifen  up  in  this  com- 
mon   concern  ;    and   whatever    they    wawt    ia 
learning,     fenfe,     or     ingenuity,     fhould    havei 
been  made   up  by  malice  and  detraction.     Not 
that  I  think  I  ought  to  accufe  any   of  thofe  that 
have  wrote  againft  him   upon    this  head  ;    but 
methinks  enough  has  not  been  done,  confider- 
ing  the  importance  of  the  fubjecft,  and  the  ma'* 
ny  and  excellent    examples  they  have  -had   in  all 
times  of  the  church  :    For  I  need   not  tell   you 
of    the  fatal,  confequences    of     thefe    opinions, 
you  know  them  too  well,  not  to  oppofe  them 
with    a  proper  v^armth   -,     but  ftilt  let  me  tell 
you,  if  a  timely  flop  be  not  put  to  the  growth 
of   this    accurfed    herefy,     no   clergyman    fliall 
hereafter  dare  to  be  vicious,  ignorant,  and  lewd, 
but  he  fliall    immediately  lofe  the  refpect   that 
is  due  to   his   order.      And  what  a   deplorable 
ftate  Chriftianity  muft  then  be  in,    we  can  only 
confider   with    horror  and   confternation.      But 
if,    my   lord,    men    will  be   fo   abandoned   and 
obftinate,    as  not   to  renounce  their  reafon,    let 
me  then  recommend  to  your    lordfhip's  pious 
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thoughts    fomething   that  may    obviate   the  ill 
effeils   of  fueh   notions,    and   what  may  at  laft 
effedually  root  out   this  herefy.     Nothing,  my 
lord,    can   re-inftate    us  in    our  old    privilege?,: 
but   a  fuificient  competency   for  the  clergy,  in- 
dependent of  the  laity.      Let  the  church   pur- 
ehafe  every   advowfon,    and  then  they  may  pro- 
mote   thofe    perfons    that  will  heft    ferve  their 
intereft.      What    (wzy    parifh- prieRs    naturally 
have,    is    too    plain    to  be  irififted  on.      Mens 
fears  always  make  them  flaves   ;     and  a  fkilful 
application    to  the  paffions,     efpecially  in  mat- 
ters of  importance,  gives  fuch  an  authority  that 
is  not  eafy   to  be  refifted.     Let  then  every  con- 
liderable  benefice  be  appropriated  ;    let  the  uni- 
verfities  make  ufe  of  the  avarice  of  the   laity 
to  enflave  them,  and  let  no  price  deter  them  : 
Then,  when   the  church   is  in  pofTeffion  of  the 
means    to    aggrandize   itfelf,    the  execution   of 
their   power  will   and   muft   follow   of  courfe ; 
then  barbarity   and  fuperftition  fliall  again  ilou- 
fifh  ;    and  then   dominion,    riches,    and   vene- 
ration,   that   are   due  to    men  of  fuch  exalted 
characters,  fhall  be;  eftablifhed..    And,  to  con- 
vince   you  how  neceflary    fuch   a   provifion   is, 
let  me  obferve,     that  no    fooner  were    the  re- 
venues  of   the   church  faciilegioufly   plundered, 
but  our  authority  dwindled.      The  policy  and 
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management   of   fuperftition   could    no    longer 
be  carried    on,  .  when   the  end  of  that  fuperfti- 
tion   was  dcftroyed  ;    and   the  reformation  was^ 
©nly  made  efFedual,     by  ftopping  up  the  ave- 
nues   of    our    wealth,     and    confequently     by 
making  the    clergy   dependent   for    fubfiftance. 
And  here  I  cannot  but  confider,     with  incredible 
fetisfa6tion,     the    wifdom    of    our  ecclefiaftical^ 
fcheme  :    Every  thing  bears  fuch  a    proportion 
fo    fitted    for    the    profperity  and  glory  of    the 
church,    and   to   keep    mankind  our  ilaves   by 
a    continued    ftate    of    poverty  and   oppreilion, 
that    I    am  amazed,     when    I    think    how    it 
was    poflible    fuch   an    united    force    could  be 
broke,     founded    on  ignorance  and  fuperftition,. 
and   made    more  ftrong  by    the  advantage   we 
gained     by    their    combination.      But    as    this^ 
fcheme  was  entirely  built  on  worldly  prudence  ; 
as    the   glory    and    riches    of  the  church  were 
only  confider ed,    without  any  regard  to  virtue, 
probity,   or   true  religion,    fome  were  righteous 
zealors  that  had  no   palTions  to  gradfy,  and   no 
ambition  but  to  do  good  (as  there  are  fome  of  the 
fame    principles  now)    began  to  be  offended  at 
the   vicious  lives  of  the  ciergy,     and   inveighed 
againft    the    ufurpation    we     had    exercifed    fo 
fully    over   the    underftandings    of    mankind  \ 
And    as   our   authority  fubfiftedonly  upon  im- 
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plicit    refpec^,     and    was    only  fecure  by  being 
not    examined,     down    it  fell,     the    obje6l    of 
fcorn  to   atheifts,     but  of  grief  and  pity  to  all 
true    fons    of  the  church        But    as    ambition, 
pride,  and  luxury   are   paflions  we  cannot  refift, 
we  begun   of  late  to  feel  the    happy  efFed^s  of 
our    influence  over    the    weaknefs  of  the  peo- 
ple,    by     the    iincomrron    a<3miracion    of    our 
chara61ers,    as   Guci's   ambaflkdors.     Our  ufeful 
do6lrines    of     confeffion     and     abfolution    were 
boldly  enforced,    and   the   ignorant  prkil:  repre- 
fented    as    a    reconciler    or     God     unco  ^  men. 
Your    convocation     glorioully    laid    the    foun- 
dations   of     our    future    power    and    incroach- 
ment,    by    difplaying    the    danger    and     deceit, 
of    mens    thinking    for    themfelves,     and  per- 
fecution     artfully     was    encouraged    under  the 
harmlefs  name   of   felf- defence,    by   the   ftrong 
guard  of  penal  laws  5    a  method  that  will  de- 
ilroy   at   the  fame  time  it  gives   us  the  pleafure 
of  hypocrify  and  diffimulation.      Since  we  bad- 
arrived   fo    far,    what   an  infinite  mortification 
was  it  to  us  all,  to  fee  the   hopes  of  fo  fruitful 
a  harveft  entirely  difappointed,    efpecially  when 
our  arms  had  flattered  us   with  fuch  a  vaft  pro- 
fpe£l  of  fuccefs  I  So  that,  in  the  anguifh  of  my 
heart,  I  can   fcaree  help  applying  the  prophecy 
of   the    church's    continuance,     to    the    party 
that  oppofes   us,  I'hat  the  gates  of  hdl  Jhall  not 


A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.        185 

prevail  again/?  them.  But  notwithftanding,  my 
Lord,  let  us  remember,  Non  precibus,  fed  arte 
t5f  ingenio  fuperandum  eft  ;  we  arc  not  yet  ar- 
rived to  that  pitch  of  wickednefs,  as  to  think 
that  God  will  ailil]:  us  ;  and  therefore  our  de- 
pendance  muft  be  on  ourfelves.  Let  then  your 
firfi:  care  be,  to  make  the  clergy  independent 
of  the  (late,  give  them  an  eafy  fortune,  and 
free  from  all  poflibillty  of  want  \  and  then  their 
natural  ambition  will  fpur  them  on  to  the  high- 
eft  points  of  power  ;  fire  them,  if  they  want 
it,  with  the  renowned  examples  of  Jnfelm, 
Beckety  and  Laud\  and,  though  books  and  read- 
ing, be  their  averfion,  yet  ground  them  in  the; 
great  actions  of  thefe  prelates,  till  you  bring 
them  to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries, 
and  there  leave  them  to  their  pious  medita- 
tions. But  I  could  wifli,  ray  Lord,  that  the 
ignorance  of  the  clergy  that  are  well  affedled 
to  us,  was  not  quite  fo  great.  They  feem  to 
have  the  fame  ftupidity  as  if  they  had  no  op- 
pofers ;  but  they  fhould  confider,  that  they  are 
to  ilruggle'  and  contend  with  a  laity  that  know 
the  fcriptures,  v/hich  they  do  not':  That  they 
are  well  verfed  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  and 
confequently  fenfible  of  the  dellgns  and  cor- 
ruptions of  the  clergy,  who  fee,  that  the  laity 
have  been  formerly  grofsly  deceived  5    and  that 
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the  fame   fort   of  men  would  deceive  them  a- 
gain,    having   the  fame    intereft.     That    I    am 
amazed   they  do  not  ufe  the  utmoO:  artiHce,  call 
up  all  their  canniing,  and,  if  it  is  pollible,  coun- 
terfeit being  honeft  men  for  once,    to   gain  the- 
end  they  propofe.     But,   though   I  cannot  but 
grieve  at  this  uncommon  carelefsnefs,   yet  it  is- 
fome  pleafure  to  me,  to  find  your  legiflature  con- 
curring   in  my  fentiments,   in  giving  the  uni- 
verfities  a  power  of  nominating  to  the  benefices- 
of  catholic  patrons  :    Were    fuch    a  power  in- 
other  hands,  it  might  be  fatal  to  us  ;    but  t>here 
it  is  {"sStX^  lodged,  and  contributory  to  every  pur- 
pofe  we  can  defire.    You  do  well  to  advance 
every  thing  that  tends   to  the  fu^port  of   our 
perfuafion,    and   oppofe  every   thing  that   may 
unite  the  differences  of  thofe  that  difTent  from- 
the   communion  ©f   the   church;    wifely    you- 
inveigh    againft  the  plaufiblenefs  of   their   per- 
verfenefs    and    obftinacy,    and   deprive  them  of 
the  common  and  natural  birthright  of  fubje6ls. 
It  was  this  firft  raifed  the  church,  and  the  fame 
methods  will  prevail  again.     And  if  it  fhould, 
then    (let  us   enjoy  the  lovely   thought)    fhall 
confeflion)    by  its   happy  difarming    itfelf,    lay 
each    family    at     our    feet,    while    perfecution 
fhall  march  majeftic  with  its  crofier,   and  beat 
down  all  oppofers.    Then  fhall  herefy,  thougH 

eloathed 
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cloathed  with  every  virtue,  be  thrown  Into  the 
fire,  and  excommunication,  mounted  and  at- 
tended like  death,  mow  down  whole  nations ; 
then  may  we  fatiate  our  revenge,  indulge  our 
defire,  and  enjoy  the  honours,  riches,  and 
veneration  of  mankind  without  any  merit  what- 
foever  ;  in  fhort,  have  the  full  and  neceflary 
efFe6t  of  an  eftablifliment,  that  every  moutb 
fliould  be  flopped,  or  cry  out,  Blejfed:  is  he  that 
CQ?n^th  in  the.  name  of  the  Lard, 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpeca, 

Yours>  ^rf 


THE 


THE 

C  H  A  R  A  C  T 

O  F    A  N 

Independent  WHIG. 

Firft   printed  in   the    Year    ^T^^ 
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INdependency    at   court    is  a  herefy  In  po- 
litics,  never   pardoned,   mucb    lefs   counte- 
nanced there.     Our  vMg^  therefore,  adheres 
to  his  principles,  and  has  no  pretenfions  to  a 
place, 

Caret  tnvldenda  fohrlus  aula.     He  fcorns 

all  implicit  faith  in  the  ilate,  as  v/ell  as  the 
'church.  The  authority  of  names  is  nothino- 
to  him  j  he  judges  all  men  by  their  actions 
'find  behaviour,  and  hates  a  knave  of  his  own 
jparty,  as  much  as  he  dcfpifes  a  fool  of  another. 
He  confents  not  that  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
iliall  do  what  they  pleafe.  He  claims  a  right  of 
examining  all  public  meafures,  and,  if  they  de- 
afer ve  it,  of  cenfuring  them.  As  he  never  faw 
much  power  poiTefled  without  fome  abufe,  he 
takes  upon  him  to  watch  thofe  that  have  it ;  and 
to  acquit  or  expofe  them,  according  as  they  ap- 
ply it,  to  the  good  of  their  country,  or  their  own 
crooked  purpofes.' 

As    to   religion,    our  whig  is    a   proteftant  ; 
-not  becaufe  he  was  born  io-t   according  to  the 

canting 
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c^TJting  abfurdity  in  vogue  ;  or  bred  fo,  fince 
in  infancy  religion  is  acquired  like  a  lefTon  in 
grammar,  purely  by  the  help  of  memory  ;  and 
therefore  children  learn  it,  whether  it  be  good 
or  bad,  as  they  do  language  from  their  nurfe, 
or  their  parents.  But  he  is  a  proteftant  becaufe 
his  judgment  and  his  eyes  inform  him,  that  the 
principles  of  that  faith  are  warranted  by  the  bi- 
ble, and  confiftent  with  our  civil  liberties  j  and 
he  thinks  every  fyftem  which  is  not  fo,  to  be  . 
forgery  and  impoflure,  however  dignified  or  dif- 
tinguiftied. 

In  confequence  of  this  he  has  a  great  refpefl: 
for  the  office  of  a  clergyman;  and  for  his  per- 
fon,  if  he  deferves  it.  But,  if  his  do£trine  or 
pradiice  difgraces  his  order,  our  whig  owns 
his  , contempt  for  the  man.  The  clergy  are 
the  beft  or  the  worft  of  men  ;  and,  aa  the  iirfl 
cannot  be  too  much  honoured,  the  latter  cannot 
be  too  much  defpifed.  It  is  of  good  .example, 
and  there  is  equal  reafon  in  it.  Why  fhould 
virtue  and  villany  fare  alike  ?  Names  do  not 
change  qualities,  nor  habits  men.  Where  is 
the  equity  of  rewards  and  punifhments,  and 
confequently  the  force  of  all  laws,  human  and 
divine,  if  vile  men  muft  be  reverenced,  and  the 


good  can  be  no  more  ? 

C3 
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It  is  but  reafonable,  that  all  men  fliould  be 
judged  by  their  actions,  and  reverenced,  or 
fcorned,  according  to  the  goodnefs  or  wicked- 
nefs  of  their  lives,  without  any  regard  had  to 
their  titles  or  garbs  ;  which  fignify  no  more 
than  a  breath  of  wind,  or  the  bark  of  a  tree. 

There  is  not  a  greater  infult  upon  the  under- 
Handings  of  mankind,  than  for  priefts  to  chal- 
lenge refpedt  from  their  habit,  when  they  have 
forfeited  it  by  their  behaviour.  There  is  no 
fan£lity  in  garments.  A  rcfe  in  a  man's 
hat  does  not  enlarge  his  piety.  Grace  is  not 
conveyed  by  a  piece  of  lawn,  or  chaftity  by 
the  wearing  of  a  girdle.  A  black  gown  has 
neither  more  fenfe,  nor  better  manners,  than  a 
black  cloak.  Nor  is  a  black  cloak  more  edify- 
ing than  a  fuftian  frock  ;  no  more  than  a  cam- 
bric bib  is  an  antidote  againft  lev/dnefs,  or  an 
atonement  for  it. 

This  confecrating  of  garments,    and  deriving 
veneration    from    a    fuit   of  cloaths,     is  bare- 
faced prieftcraft.      It  is  teaching  the  pradlice  of 
idolatry    to    a    gown    and    cafTock.     If  a  little 
fenfelefe  pedant,    who  is  a  living   contradidion 
to  virtue    and    breeding,     can    but    whip    into 
orders,  and  cover   himfelf  vi'ith  crape,    the  firft 
thing    he    does    is    to  overlook  and  affront  all 
mankind,    and    then    demand    their   reverence. 

Vol.  I.  K  His' 
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His  furplice  is  his  citadel,  and  he  claims  the 
impunity  of  an  ambaffador  for  being  gracelefs 
^nd  faucy. 

As   to  the  common   defence  which   is  made 
for  their  immoralities  ;  namely,    That  they  are 
£e(li    and  blood  as  well  as  other  men,    it  is  a 
wretched  piece  of  fophiftry.    If  they  are  not  better 
til  an  others,  how   are  they  fit  to  mend  others  ? 
And,  if  they  cannot  leave  their  captivity   to  fin 
and  Satan,     how    come  they  to   claim  fo  neaj- 
an  alliance  with  heaven  ?    If  they   have  God's 
commiiTion  in   their  pockets,  and  yet  will   en- 
gage in  another   fervice,  what  name  and  treat- 
ment do   they  deferve  ?    We  know  the  fate  of 
rebels    and    deferters    in     a    lay     government. 
Can  men  fucceed  to  the  apoflles  with  the  qua- 
lities   and  behaviour  of    apoftates  ?     How  will 
they  reconcile  a  holy  calling  to  infamous  lives ^? 
A  clergyman,  who  is  as  bad  as  an  ill  layman, 
is  confequently  worfe.     In  that  character  there 
is    no    medium  between  doing  good  and  doing 
mifchief ;    iince    the    influence  of   example     is 
llronger  than  that    of   precept.     As  the    doc- 
trine  and    pra£lice  of   piety  make  up  the  pro- 
feflion  of   a  clergyman;   he   who   deferts  truth 
and  holinefs,   deferts  his  profeflion,   and  ought 
to    be    no  longer   owned   for    a  teacher  of  re- 
ligion, but  fhunned  and  hated,    as  a  foe  to  tjb- 
ligion  and  mankind. 

ThJ 
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The  clergy  have  made  fuch  a  terrible  anti 
inhuman  ufe  of  power,  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries where  they  could  come  at  it,  that  our 
whig  is  for  keeping  their  nails  always  pared, 
and  their  wings  clipped,  in  this  particular. 
Reafon  and  liberty  are  the  two  greateft  gifts 
and  bleffings  which  God  has  given  us,  and  yet 
where- ever  a  prieftly  authority  prevails,  they 
muft  either  fly  or  fuffer.  They  are  enemies 
to  the  craft,  and  muft  expedi  no  toleration, 
Darknefs  and  chains  are  the  fureft  pillars  of 
the  facerdotal  empire,  and  it  cannot  fland  with- 
out them* 

Let  us  remember  archbifhop  Laud^  who  hav- 
ing got  the  regal  power  out -of  a  weak  prince's 
hands,  into  his  own,  fet  his  face  againft  truth, 
property,  confcience,  and  liberty,  and  tram- 
pled them  all  under  foot  for  feveral  years  to- 
gether. A  fpirit  of  cruelty  and  dominion 
governed  this -man,  and  he  governed  king  and 
people.  His  heart  was  ^o  impioufly  bent  upon 
deftroying  confcience  and  the  conftitution, 
and  exalting  the  prieflhood,  that,  when  any  man 
was  opprefled  in  a  paltry,  tyrannical,  bifhop's 
court,  the  judges  in  Wejiminfter-hall  durft  not 
obey  their  oaths,  and  the  law,  by  relieving 
him  ;  but  were  forced  to  be  forfworn  to  avoid 
the  anger  of  his  Grace.  This  upftart,  ple- 
K  2  beiao 
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beian  prieft,  hoped  to  fee  the  ^zW,  when  never  a 
Jack  gentleman  in  England  would  dare  to  Jland 
before  a  parfon  with  his  hat  on,  A  fine  fcene 
truly  !  to  fee  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and  breed- 
ing ftand  ftooping,  and  bare-headed,  to  a  fmall, 
ill-nurtured  vicar  ;  who  had,  perhaps,  formerly 
cleaned  his  fhoes,  and  lived  upon  the  crumbs  that 
came  from  his  table  1 

Let  us  look  back  into  former  ages,  and  round 
Europe  at  this  day,  and  fee  whether  abje£l  fla- 
very  in  the  people  is  not,  and  always  has  been, 
the  certain  confequence  of  power  in  the  prielts. 
It  cannot  be  denied. 

I  thank  God,  I  know  no  powet  our  clergy 
have  but  that  of  fuing  for  tithes,  and  the 
like  privileges,  which  they  receive  from  the 
law  alone.  Thofe  ecclefiaftics  who  claim,  by 
divine  right,  any  other  power,  than  that  of 
exhortation,  talk  nonfenfe  and  belie  the  new 
teftament.  To  the  law,  and  the  people  who 
made  that  law,  they  owe  their  bread  ;  and  to 
fet  up  for  an  independency  in  oppolition  to 
both,  and  pretend  to  a  mafter/hip  over  them, 
is  arrogant,  dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  pe- 
nal. I  am  told  it  is  capital,  here  in  England^ 
for  a  proteftant  to  go  over  to  the  Ramijh  re- 
ligion;  and  yet  fhall  a  prieft  dare  publicly, 
from  the  prefs  and  the  pulpit,  to  claim,  and  to 

.  juftif/, 
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jiiflify,  the  moft  efTential  and  moft  formidable 
principles  of  popery  ;  and  thereby  declare  his 
reconciliaLion  with  that  bloody  religion, 
which  is  fupported  by  frauds,  bondage,  and 
human  flaughter  :  And  fhall  he  for  ail  this  go 
unqueftioned  ?  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  to 
contend  with  impunity  for  ul'urpation  and  re- 
bellion. 

Some  would  feem  to  qualify  thefe  pretenfions, 
by  faying,  that  they  claim  a  power,  but  not 
an  independent  power.  Which  feems,  in  this 
cafe,  a  fort  of  a  contradi£lion.  For  if  It  is  a 
power,  and  yet  depends  upon  another  power, 
then  is  tt,  properly  fpeaking,  a  jurlfdiclioti 
of  fubje<5^ion,  and  an  authority  under  an  au- 
thority. And,  while  the  law  and  the  hierarchy 
are  thus  owned  to  be  mafter  and  man,  we  defire 
no  more. 

Our  whig  is  for  an  unlimited  toleration  of 
all  difTenters  whatfoever,  who  own  the  laws 
and  our  civil  form  of  government.  As  ta 
their  religious  opinions,  they  are  jufiified  in 
them  by  fmcerlty  ;  and,  even  where  that  is 
wanting,  God  alone  is  able  to  judge,  and  a- 
lone  has  a  right  to  punifli.  In  matters  of  con- 
fclence,  he  who  does  his  beft  does  well,  though 
he  Is  miftaken  ;  here  all  men  muft  determine 
for  themfelves  :  He  who  follows  another  in  this 

K  3  cafe. 
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cafe,  without  inquiry,  is  man's  votary,  and 
not  God's.  As  we  have  a  right  to  enquire 
into  tfee  truth  of  nny  religion,  we  have  alfa 
a  right  to  leave  it,  if  it  appears  falfe  :  But  if 
it  ftands  the  teft  of  examination,  and  appears 
true,  then  is  our  adherence  to  it  founded  up- 
on our  own  judgment,  and  not  upon  autho« 
rity.  li  there  be  no  right  of  inquiry,  where 
k  the  ufe  of  perfuaGon,  which  implies  doubt  ? 
Or  of  reading  the  fcripture,  which  implies  un- 
deritanding?  We  believe  not  a  thing  till  we 
shink  it  true ;  and  cannot  believe  it,  if  we 
xhluk  It  lalle  ;  And  to  punifh  men  for  having; 
ey^ts,  or  having  none,  is  equally  diabolical  and 
iyrannicaL, 

Men  difagree  daily  about  matters  which  ar^f 
fubjecSt  to  the  examination  of  fenfe  :  and  is  it. 
iikefy  that  we  can  be  all  of  a  mind  about 
things  which  are  invifible  and  difputable  ? 
doctors  themfelves  are  daily  cavilling  ;  every 
Ojie  contradicts  another,  and  yet  all  are  in  the 
right,  and  each  demands  our  faith  to  his  par- 
ticular inventioji.  Wq  ca,nnot  follow  all  ;  and 
among  equal  authorities  pray  which  is  the  beft  h 
For  the  fame  reafon  that  we  cannot  believe  every 
one  of  them,  we  need  believe  npne  of  them,  up- 
on  their  own  wor^.. 

Our 
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Our   whig  goes  farther,    and   thinks   that  all 
proteftants  ought   to    be   equally    employed    iti 
a  ftate  to  which  they  are  equally    well   afFe<ned.^ 
The  magiftrate   has   nothing   to  do  with  fpecu- 
lations  that  purely  concern   another   life  :     Nor 
is    it   of  any   confequence   to  him,  whether  his' 
fubje£i:s  have   a    greater  fondnefs  for  a  cloak  or 
a   furplice  :     Their  afFe(flions   to    the    political 
power,  and  their  capacity   to  ferve  it,    are  only 
to  be     confulted    and   encouraged.     Provided   a 
man  loves    liberty    and    his    country,    what   is 
it    to    the  commonwealth  whether  he  fmgs  his 
prayers,  or  fays  them  ?  Or  whether  he  thinks  a 
hijhop^  or  a  prejbyter  the  nearer  relation   to  St» 
Paul? 

Thefe  two  words  (bijhop  and  prejbyter)  fig- 
nify,  in  fcripture^  one  and  the  fame  thing,  and 
are  equally  ufed  to  fignify  one  and  the  fame 
officer.  Our  great  church-men,  indeed,  have 
been  pleafed  to  think  the  bible  miftaken  in 
this  matter,  and  to  be  in  the  right  themfelves. 
They  have  made  epifcopacy  and  prefbytery  as^ 
oppofite  to  each  other,  as  paradife  and  purgatory; 
and  have  frequently  gone  to  cutting  of  throats  to 
prove  their  point. 

I  muft  confefs  a  diocefe,  and  a  feat  in  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  are  unanfwerable  reafons  for 
the  divine  right  of  epifcopacy.      There  is  no 
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way  of  confuting  them.  You  may  as  well'  ar- 
gue with  a  Guiney  merchant  againft  the  felling  of 
ilaves. 

Befides,  a  lordly  creature,  who  never  preaches 
(miracles  having  long  ago  ceafed)  and  keeps  a 
great  table  and  equipage,  and  enjoys  all  the 
great  and  good  things  of  this  life,  carries  in  all 
thefe  marks  fuch  an  evidence  of  his  being  St. 
PauPs  right  heir,  in  a  lineal  dcfcent,  that  I 
wonder  any  body  dare  doubt  it. 

However,  as  the  plaineft  things  in  faith  are 
made  doubtful  among  divines,  who  have  an  ad- 
mirable knack  at  ftarting  difficulties,  where  no 
body  elfe  would  expe£i:  them  ;  our  whig  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  teacher,  who  walks  on  foot, 
has  as  good  a  title  to  difpute  about  religion, 
^nd  maintain  his  own,  as  the  right  reverend 
do61or,  who  fupports  his  orthodoxy  with  a 
coach  and  fix  ;  and  jQiould  be  as  much  encou- 
raged by  the  civil  magiftrat^,  if  his  principles 
and  behaviour  fquare  with  the  conftitutiori.  Is 
a  man  a  better  neighbour,  or  fubjecS^,  for  nod- 
ding to  a  table,  at  the  upper  end  of  a  chan- 
cel, or  for  pronouncing  his  faith  towards  the 
eaft  ?  Our  church-men  may  find  good  caufe 
to  enjoin  thefe  neceffhry  things^  which  the  fcrlp- 
ture  had  forgot,  and  enjoy  great  benefit  and 
obedience  from  the  pra6lice  of  them  i    but,    in 

temporal 


A  Cordial /flr  Low  Spirits.         20t 

temporal  matters,  I  am  not  fully  convinced  that 
they  make  a  man's  head  wifer,  or  his  heart  ho- 
nefler. 

1  ca-nnot  here  omit  taking  notice  of  an  old 
fallacious  cry,  which  has  long  rung  in  our 
ears;  namely,  ih^t  o^  No  bljhop^  no  king.  This 
folid  .  argument  was  ufed,  with  royal  fuccefs,, 
by  khg  James  the  fi^J^,  when  he  fat  deputy 
for  the  clergy,  and  difputed  with  the  puritans, 
at  the  conference  at  Hampton-Court,  It  was, 
indeed,  the  beft  he  could  uk ;  however  he 
ihengthened,  and  em.bellifhed  it,  v/ith  feveral 
imperial  oaths,  which  he  fwore  on  that  occa- 
fion,  to  the  utter  confufion  of  his  antagoniils, 
and  the  great  triumph  of  the  genuine  clergy  and 
the  archbifliop  ;  who  beftowed  the  Holy  Ghoft 
upon  his  majefty,  for  his  zeal  and  fwearing  on  the- 
church's  fide. 

This  fl:upid  faywg,  has  formerly  filled  our 
prifons  with  diflenters,  and  chaccd  many  of 
them  to  America  ;  and  by  this  means  weaken- 
ed the  kingdom  and  the  proteftant  religion,, 
to  keep  up  good  neighbourhood  between  the 
bilhops  and  the  prince.  But  they  were  nei- 
ther the  bifliops,  nor  their  creatures,  that  reftored 
klrig  Charles  tl)e  fecond^  but  a  fet  of  true  blue 
pre(bytcrians,  who  were  rewarded  for  it  with' 
gaoh^,  fines,  ?<]X^ftknt  fahbaths,. 
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Loyalty  is  not  confined  to  the  mitre.  Bi;- 
Ihops  have  given  more  difturbance,  and  occa- 
fioned  more  diftrefles  to  prince  ar^d  people,^ 
than  any  other  fort  of  men  upon,  earth.  This 
I  can  prove.  Our  own  bifhops,  for  near  an 
hupdred  years  before  the  r^evolution,  were  in 
every  ft:heme  for  promoting  tyranny  and 
bondage.  On  the  other  hand,  our  diflenters 
were  ever  eminent  oppofers  of  arbitrary  power, 
aiid  always  lived  peaceably  under  thofe  princes 
Vfho  ufed  them  like  fubjeits.  If  they  took  up, 
arms  when  they  were  opprefled,  church-men 
have  done  the  fame,  and  often  without  that 
caufe.. 

Had  it  not  been   for    dilTenters,    I  quefHon. 
whether  we   (hould  now  have   had  either    this, 
conflitution,    this   king,     or  this   religion.      It 
is   well  known   that    a    great   majority  of  our 
church- men    have     got    claims    and    principles 
utterly    irreconcileable   to   either..      The    mod 
mlfchievous  tenets  of  popery    are  adopted    aivd* 
inaintained,    and    the  ground,    upon  which  our 
fecurity  and   fucceilion  ftand,    is  boldly  under- 
mined.    It    is    dreadful    and  incredible  v/hat  a; 
reprobate     fpirit      reigns     amongfl     the    high, 
clergy. 

The   convocation  have  fallen    fiercely   upon; 
tbofe  who  haye  fallen   upon  popery  and  Jacor 

bitifm.. 
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bitiTm.  And  what  a  popifh,  impious  and  re- 
bellious fpirit  reigns  at  Oxford,  they  them- 
felves  fave  me  the  trouble  of  declaring.  Dif- 
afFecSlion  Is  promoted  ;  open  and  black  perjury 
is  juftified  j  and  it  is  held  lawful  to  6t(y  al- 
mighty vengeance  for  a  morfel  of  bread.  A 
man's  confcience  is  tried  by  an  oath,  and  he  that 
can  fwallow  any,  has  none. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  fhipwreck  their  fouls 
for  their  livings,  nor  to  keep  this  hellifh  cor- 
ruption at  home.  As  they  pradiife  fo  they 
teach,  and  the  fpreading  of  their  own  guilt, 
and  the  making  others  as  bad  as  themfelves  (if 
laymen  can  be  fo)  is  made  the  duty  of  their 
functions,  and  the  bufinefs  of  their  lives.  Can 
Antichrift  do  worfe  ?  And  are  thefe  men,  who 
waik  in  the  paths  of  atheifm  and  perdition,  fit  to 
Ifead  others  to  holinefs  and  eternal  life  ? 

One  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  lad  age  told^ 
king  William,    that  the  univerfities,    if  they 
continued  upon  the  prefent  foot,  would  de/lroy 
him,  or  the  nation,    or  fome  of  his  fucccffor^. 
And   they    have   ever   fince  been  endeavouring 
to  make  good  his  wordsi     That  prince  was  f^ 
thoroughly   apprized   of   the    dangerous    genius 
and  principles  of  thefe  two  bodies  of  men,  that 
he   intended    a  regulation^    but,    as   it  is  faid,. 
was  prevented  by  the  pernicious  advice  of  the 

K  6,  late 
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late  duke  of  5 ,    who  had   at  that  time 

gained  the  king's  confidence,  and  was  at  the 
head  of  the  whigs,  but  was  betraying  both,  and 
making  a  party  with  the  tories,  as  afterwards 
plainly  enough  appeared. 

How  far,  and  how  faft,  thefe  feminaries  have 
fince  then  corrupted  and  inflamed  the  people, 
every  body  knows,  and  the  nation  feels.  Had  it 
not  been  for  them,  we  fhould  have  lighter 
taxes,   and  fewer  foldiers. 

Upon  the  coming  in  of  his  prefent  majefly, 
we  thought  we  had  a  right  to  expert  fuch  mea- 
fures  of  government  as  would  not  only  fecure 
us  for  the  time  being,  but  prevent  a  relapfe, 
into  the  dangers  out  of  which  Providence  had 
juft  plucked  us  by  the  death  of——.*  It  is 
certain  that  the  king  brought  along  with  him,  and 
ftill  preferves  a  difpofition  to  do  us  all  the  good 
which  we  can  propofe  or  defire. 

All  thofe  whigs  therefore  who  had  no  fe* 
cret  ends  to  ferve  by  dark  dealings  with  the 
tories,  nor  private  fortunes  to  raife  by  neg- 
le6ting  or  perplexing  the  put)lic,  infifted  upon 
the  punilhment  of  thofe  who  had  bargained 
away  the  nation,  and  upon  a  vifitation  of  the 
univerfities,  and  both  were  undertaken  and 
promifed.  But,  why  neither  was  done,  they 
w  ho  are  concerned  can  beft  tell,  if  telling  was 

proper. 
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proper.  In  the  mean  time  they  cannot  blame  us 
for  guefHng. 

I  am  only  forry  that  the  great  and  furprizing 
tendernefs,  which  fome  have  fhewn  for  the 
high  clergy,  has  not  been  able  to  produce  one 
inftance  of  loyalty  or  moderation.  Perhaps 
the  priefthood  will  accept  of  no  alliance  with- 
out a  total  alteration  ;  and  that  the  adoption 
of  two  or  three  eminent  perfons  of  their  fac- 
tion into  partnerfhip  with  fome  other  eminent 
perfons,  pretending  to  be  of  a  different  fa(3;ion> 
will  not  do; 

However  that  be,  the  unlverfities  feem  to 
dread  no  fuch  thing  as  a  vifitation.  Whether 
they  have  aflurances  given  them,  or  whether  they 
take  their  conjectures  from  our  other  meafures  for 
reformation,  I  cannot  fay. 

The  fame  fpirit  which  leads  us  to  lefTen  cur 
taxes  and  clear  the  public,  and  to  enlarge 
the  bottom  of  liberty  and  the  proteftant  faith 
by  unyoking  of  diflenters,  will  carry  us  a)fo 
to  remove  the  corruption  of  our  feminartes, 
and  their  difuffeCled  fpawn  in  too  many  pa- 
rifhes.  But,  when  fuch  a  fpirit  will  arife,  we 
are  not  able  to  foretel.  We  have  been  already 
long  deluded  with  many  prophecies  and  promi- 
fes  of  that  kind,  which,  as  pofitive  as  they 
were,  and  as  probable  as  they   appeared,  have 

never 
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never   been  fulfilled.      We  hsve  been  even  tired 
with  hoping  and  believing,     and  now  defpair  and 
infidelity  have  fucceeded,  and  are  like  to  laft  as. 
long  as  their  caufes  laft. 

Gur  liberties,     in  the   mean    time,     lie  ex* 
ceeding    precarious.       The    high    clergy    have 
fiill    the    fame    engines    to    play  againft  them,, 
which   in   time  paii  have  gone  very  near  utterly. 
to  overturn  them^.     Their  divine  right  is  pre*^ 
fsrved    as   the  apple  of  their  eye  ;    a  blind  be- 
lief in  f/'^;;^  is  inculcated  with  all   their  might; 
and   a  blind  obedience  to  any   royal  idol,  who 
will  purchafe  their  flattery  by  worfliipping  them,. 
is  at  all  times  the  burden  of   their  harangues. 
As  to  this  laft  article,    we  are,    I  thank  God,, 
very  fafe  at  prefentj   but  ihQ  prefent  will  not  be: 
always. 

1  could  here  wonder,  for  two  or  three  pages,. 
at  the  marvellous  ftrength  of  nonfenfe,  and 
the  pitiful  weaknefs  of  human  minds,  wha 
by  the  perfuafion  of  fallTiood  and  contradiction. 
can  grow  zealous  for  their  own  bonds  and 
wretchednefs..  And  yet  is  it  not  fo  in  moft 
countries,  where  people  are  miferable  by  the  ad- 
vice of  their  priefts  topleafe  a  tyrant  ? 

There  are  bounds  fet  to  the  power  of  our 
princeSi  by  the  fame  laws  which  made  them 
princes.  An  Englljh  king  is  limited  as  well, 
though  not  fo  much  as  a  Dutch  ftadtholder,  and 
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for  the  fame  reafon.      The  difFerence  of  names 
alters    not   the    cafe.       Would    a  Dutch  pricfr 
dare,  in  that  free  country,   to  tell    the  people, 
that  they  ought  to  be  flaves    to    an  officer  of 
their  own  making,,  and  yet  go  without  a  whip-.. 
ping,  or  difmiffion,    or   fomething   ftill   worfe  ? 
Is  it   high  treafon   to  aflert  that  a  king  has  no 
title,    and   ought  to   be    depofed  ?  And  is  it  no 
crime    to    argue   and    maintain  that  the  people 
are  ilaves,  and   their  lives  and    property  at   the 
mercy  of  one   whom  they  created,    and  whofe 
duty  it  is,,  to  defend  thofe   lives  and  that  pro- 
perty ? 

It  is  true,  too  many  of  the  high  clergy  never 
once  prailife  this  doclrine  themfelves,  and 
never  encourage  it  in  others  but  for  profitable 
purpofes.  But  fuch  is  their  want  of  fhame,. 
that  they  never  quit  it,  and  yet  never  obferve 
it.  They  preach  againft  rebellion,  and  prac- 
tife  rebellion,  juft  as  they  are  picafed,  or  out  of 
humour. 

Our  whig  fees  with  pain  and  fear  liht  dan- 
gerous condition  of  our  debts  and  taxes,. 
They  are  a  heavy  and  melancholy  load  upon, 
the  nation,  -  and  will  be  fo,  till  it  pleafes  God, 
to  raife  up  proper  hands  to  relieve  us,  and  who. 
will  fet  about  it,  while  it  is  yet  practicable,  be- 
fore more  new  wars  have  puzzled  and  increafed 

our 
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our  accounts  beyond  a  poiUbility  of  clearing 
them.  They  are  at  prefent  a  canker  in  the 
hearts  of  many  people,  and  create  numerous 
foes,  whom  we  in  vain  ftrive  to  terrify  or  rc;- 
concile,  if  we  do  not  leffen  their  burdens. 

From  hence  the  enemies  of  our  peace  and 
liberty  take  pretence,  and  find  ample  mate- 
rials, for  fowing  difaffei^lion  \  and  we  in  vain 
confront,  or  contradict  them.  If  we  are  aflced,, 
when  we  (hall  have  6on^  fighting  and  iaxing  F 
we  either  know  not  what  to  anfwer,  or  if  we 
name  a  time  for  their  ending,  at  leaff  their  begin- 
ning to  end,  they  will  not  take  our  word. 

With  the  cure  of  public  evils,.  difafFe<Slion 
will  be  cured  alfo.  All  men,  therefore,  who. 
are  friends  to  the  king,  or  the  nation,  will 
labour  this  happinefs;,  will  avoid  entering  in- 
to all  wars  which  are  not  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  public  fecurity,  and  will  take  every  op- 
portunity to  end  thofe  which  are  fo,  upon 
honourable  terms  :  And  by  this  teft  Jet  them 
be  tried :  We  have  before  our  eyes  a  pregnant 
inftance  in  France  (and,  I  doubt,  a  dangerous 
one  too  for  its  neighbours)  where  an  almoft  uni- 
verfal  difafFe6tion  is  changed  into  as  univerfal  a 
love  to  the  adrainiflration,  upon  the  appearance  of 
its  afling  for  the  public  good. 

We  have  fo  good  a  prince,  that,  let  our 
debts  be  ever  fo  high  and  embarafTedj  we  have 

^  no 
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no  reafon  to  fear  a  fponge,  or  a  fianding  ar« 
my,  to  clear  the  kingdom  of  its  mortgages, 
though  it  could  be  done  no  other  way :  And 
in  his  goodnefs  is  our  greateft  hope.  There 
arc  many  good  fubjedls  who  terrify  themfelves 
with  fuch  imaginations,  which,  indeed,  are 
truly  terrible,  were  they  well  grounded.  But 
his  majefty's  virtue  and  the  importunate  caH 
of  the  nation  will,  no  doubt,  be  too  hard, 
at  laft,  for  any  ill  management  or  worfe  de- 
figns  of  any,  who  may  find  their  account  ia 
dabbling  in  public  misfortunes  -,  and  who,  whijfl 
they  think  they  tread  upon  a  worm,  may  roufe 
a  lion. 

Let  us  remember  the  fad  fate  of  Sweden  an^ 
J)£n7nark,  They  ran  into  debts  by  running 
into  wars,  and  the  court  took  the  advantage 
of  their  neceffitles  to  feize  their  libertiesv. 
They  grew  flaves  by  growing  infolvent.  Un- 
der his  majefly's  reign  we  fear  no  fuch  thing  ; 
and,  I  hope,  we  fball  fcorn  to  fuffer  it  under 
any  other.  Behdes,  as  we  are  told  a  remedy 
is  intended,  I  doubt  not  but  we  fhall  fee  it  the 
eiifuing  feilions,  when  our  burdens  will  b« 
eafed,  and  our  difficulties  removed.  There  is 
a  noble  fund  of  wealth  in  the  nation,  and  we 
are  yet  redeemable,  if  proper  perfons  offer  to  un- 
dertaice  it. 

Our 
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Our  whig  is  a  declared  enemy  to  all  wars, 
M  they  are  not  abfoluteJy  neceflary.  Though 
he  honours  a  foldier  as  he  does  a  phyfician, 
yet  he  prays  to  God  that  he  may  never  havr 
occafion  for  either.  Arbitrary  courts  abroad, 
are>  for  the  moft  part,  compofed  of  officers 
of  the  army  ;  and  our  whig  has  fo  great  a 
weaknefs  about  him,  that  he  cannot,  without 
very  uneafy  images,  fee  a  glare  of  fcarlet 
where  he  could  leaft  wiOi  it.  He  would  not 
have  the  men  of  the  fword  grow  familiar  to  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  nor  become  the  equipage  of 
our  Britijh  kings. 

Military  men  are  a  proper  equipage  foe 
thofe  princes  who  are  fathers  of  their  people 
againft  their  will  ;,  who  lay  the  foundations- 
of  juftice  in  fear  and  blood,  and  ufe  the 
fword  as  the  moil  natural  means  to  fupport 
thofe  foundations.  In  countries,  that  are  en- 
ilaved,  the  fword  is  the  civil  magiftrate  :  That 
it  is  not  ours  is  almoft  a  wonder,  confidering; 
the  difpofition  in  many  of  our  former  princes 
to  armies.  Our  kings  of  the  "Norman  race 
were  perpetually  raifing  Englljh  forces  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  French  dominions,  and 
engaging  us  in  eternal  wars  on  that  fcore. 
The  army  that  enflaved  Szveden  was  raifed  for 
the  defence  and  enlargement  of  their  German 

Provinces,, 
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Provinces,  which   were  always  a  burden  to  that 
kingdom,  and,  at  length,  its  utter  ruin. 

We  do  not  at  prefent  fee  in  Great  Britain 
many  more  forces  than  are  necelTary  to  the  civil 
lift  ;  and  I  hope  in  proper  time  there  wiJI 
not  be  one  more.  They  furnifti  another  to- 
pic for  clamour  to  the  difafFe^ted,  who  raife 
rebellions,  and,  when  they  have  given  occafion 
for  more  foldiers  and  more  taxes,  cry  out, 
Oppr^fjlon!  GppreJJion!  Sure  thefe  people  are  mad  ^ 
thty  dread  the  power  of  the  court,  and  yet  are 
every  day  helping  it  to  more. 

If  a  right  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  late  re« 
-  bellion,*  we  might  have  had  now  no  new  ones 
to  fear.  Out,  for  whatever  reafons  I  will  not 
pretend  to  guefs,  the  furgeqns  of  that  time 
were  fo  exceeding  gentle  in  their  operations, 
that  they  hft  a  core  in  the  wound.  Without 
doubt  th€  motives  for  clemency  were  irre« 
fiftible. 

I  muft  here  acquit  his  majefty  from  the 
imputation  of  any  fondnefs  for  a  {landing 
army.  I  dare  fay  the  propofal  to  difband 
our  forces,  after  the  rebellion,  met  with  no 
delay  from  him  ;  and  I  have-  been  told  that  he 
lately  refufed  a  very  importunate  requeft  to  in- 
cjreafe  his  troops.  I  muft  alfo  do  juilice  to 
the   gentlemen   of  the    army,     for    having    fo- 

weiU 
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well  done  their  duty.  If  our  high  clergy 
were  but  equally  faithful  to  their  oaths,  and 
equally  friends  to  their  country,  we  fhould 
have  {z^w  neither  new  troops  nor  rebellions* 
The  army  has  faved  us  from  the  hfgh  church. 
But,  for  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
fee  the  people  of  England  either  love  or  fear 
a  {landing  force:  To  do  either  infers  dan- 
ger. 

I  doubt  not  but,  when  his  majefty  fhall  think 
fit  to  difband  more  troops',  his  miniftry  will 
a6l  with  alacrity  and  without  art:  Becaufethe 
difmiffing  of  fome  common  ibldiers  only^  after 
much  expectation  from  one  party,,  and  more  noife 
from  another,  will  be  fubje<3:  to  unkind  interpre- 
tations. 

I  hope  the  power  of  quartering  foldlcrs  Is  al- 
ways impartially  executed,  and  that  no  confide- 
ration-  is  of  any  force  on  this  occafion,  but 
that  of  the  public  fecurity,  and  the  loyalty  or 
dilloyalty  of  the  towns.  I  am  perfuaded  we 
fhall  never  hereafter  fee  a  regiment  removed 
out  of  a  town  avowedly  difafFefted,  into  ano- 
ther which  does  not  want  dragoons  to  keep  it 
quiet,  purely  becaufe  the  commanding  officer 
has  it  in  his  eye  to  fland  candidate  for  that 
town,  if  ever  there  fhould  be  another  occa- 
fion ;  as  I  am  informed  has  been  pra6iifed  in  for" 
mer  reigns. 

Our 
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Our  whig  was  well  enough  pleafed  with  our 
attack  upon  the  Spanijh  fleet.  It  became  us, 
as  fovereigns  of  the  Tea,  to  pull  dov/n  betimes 
the  rifing  maritime  power  of  Spain,  and 
thereby  fecure  our  dignity  and  trade.  But 
whether  the  blow  was  well  purfued,  I  am  not 
a  proper  judge.  I  fhall  only  fay,  for  the  ho* 
nour  of  Great  Britain,  that  we  are  certainly 
the  beft  allies  in  the  whole  world,  and  have  the 
mofl  civil  way  of  fighting  our  neighbours  battles 
for  them. 

It  is   a   V€ry  uncommon,    though   perhaps  a 
neceflary  kindnefs,     to   employ  at  an   imm^nfe 
expence     the     royal     navy     of     England,      as 
tranfports    for    the    emperor's    troops,     and    to 
cruife  about  a  country  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
us,  and  for  fo  long  a  time  together.      I  doubt 
not   but  there  will  be  very  good  reafons  given 
for  it,  if  the  parliament  fhall  ever  think  fit  to  call 
for  them. 
^     I  muft  here  do  our  fuperiors  the  juftice  to 
own,     that  they  take  efFedual  and  fpeedy  me- 
thods to  finifli  the   Spanijh  war.     For  notwith- 
flanding   that    we    had    a   great    fleet    in    the 
StreightSy    and  another  in   the   Baltic,    a   third 
was  difpatched    with  much  refolution  and   ex- 
pence  to  frighten  the  cardinal  into  pacific  mea- 
fures,    and    to  conquer  Vigo,   though  we  were 

threatened 
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threatened  at  the  fame  time  at  home  with  & 
•dreadful  invafion  from  the  late  duke  of  Ormond, 
Eat:  no  dameftic  danger  can  hinder  a  brave  peo- 
ple from  exerting  their  martial  genius,  and  ma- 
;king  a  heroic  figure  abroad. 

In  this  Vigo  expedition  it  is  faid  we  have  had 
•wonderful  fuccefs^  For,  not  to  mention  that 
the  town  would  infallibly  have  Ipeen  plun- 
dered, had  not  the  inhabitants  gutted  their 
houfes  when  they  run  away,  it  is  certain  that 
we  have  vanquished  feveral  great  guns  and 
i) rough t  them  away  captives.  It  is  alfo  crcdi- 
bly  reported  that  we  have  taken  from  the  enemy 
fomeof  their  fidiing  tackle. 

Our  whig  allows  great  men  to  have  their 
-private  failings  and  paiEons,  It  cannot  be 
other  wife  ;  and  they  are  unreafonable  and  ill 
bred  who  upbraid  them  with  it.  But  in  the 
name  of  God,  let  them  not  indulge  them  at 
the  expence  of  the  nation.  Let  them  not 
poftpone  the  care  of  the  public  welfare  to  mind 
their  own.  Let  them  not  out  of  perfonal  piques 
give  up  whig  boroughs  into  Jacobite  hands. 
Let  them  not,  for  the  fake  of  a  miftrefs  or  a 
crony,  drfable  worthy  men,  and  patron ife 
wortblefe*  Let  them  not  run  into  mad  dan- 
gers, and  then  endeavour  to  alter  and  confound 
the    conftitution    for    their     perfonal    fecurity 

from 
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Irom  thofc  dangers.  Let  them  not  out  of  felf- 
-ends,  and  for  fecret  (perhaps  pernicious)  jobs, 
be  tampering  and  juggling  with  the  nation's 
enemies,  and  deferting  and  betraying  that 
party  which  is  eminent  for  its  love  of  Jiherty,  to 
thofe  v/ho  are  its  fligmatized  enemies. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham^  chief  minlfter  to 
the  blefTed  martyr,  involved  his  country  in 
two  wars  at  a  time,  when  the  exchequer 
was  empty,  with  the  two  great  neighbouring 
Icingdoms,  becaiife  he  was  bajked  in  his  luftful 
defigns  upon  a  French  lady  and  a  Spanijh, 
And  the  duke  of  Lauderdale^  becaufe  he  was 
cifobliged  by  the  kirk,  a  member  of  which 
he  once  was,  ruled  his  native  kingdom  of 
Scotland^  by  a  great  army  and  fanguinary 
Jaws,  all  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  fe- 
^cond. 

I  cannot  forbear  digrefling  a  little  here,  to 
(hew  the  wretched  ftate  of  Scotland  at  that 
•time.  High  church,  which  by  force  and 
-cruelty  had  expelled  prefbytery,  enjoyed  then 
a  rare  time  of  revelling  in  the  blood  of  fchif- 
matics.  The  orthodox  priefts  became  every 
where  informers  againft  the  preaching  and 
praying  of  nonconformifts,  and  the  foldiers, 
to  pleafe  the  priefts,  became  their  butchers. 
And    the    poor  religious  people,    when  caught 

provoking 


21 6        ^  Cordial /d?r  Low  Spirits. 

provofcing  the  clergy  by  devotion,  were  un- 
mercifully put  to  death  without  law,  jury, 
or  record.  So  were  thofe  men  rewarded, 
who  had  received  and  crowned  that  king,  when 
his  life  was  fought  by  thofe  who  took  away  bis 
father's. 

But  to  return.      I   can  prove  it,     that    the 
whole    legiflative    power    of  this    nation     has 
been    in  former  reigns  engaged  in  gratifying  a 
diabolical    paffion  of  one  man  ;    and  our  fecu- 
rity  and   liberties  have  been  facrificed  to   hu- 
mour, or  a  miftrefs.      When  a   minifter  makes 
hafte    to   be  rich,     the  fervice  of    his  country 
muft   either   lie  ftill,     or  go  on  no  fafter  than 
he  gets  by  it.     A  whole  people  was  finely  em- 
ployed, when  they  were  labouring  for  the  poc- 
ket of    one  who    was    betraying    them   at  the 
fame    time.     Moft    men   are  willing    to  allow 
a  great  ofHcer,  if  he  would  but  carefully  cook 
the  nation's  money,     to  lick  his   own  fingers, 
^and  thrive  upon  his  employment.    But  he  who 
exhaufls  the  nation   for  his  own  ufe,  is  a  pub- 
lic    highwayman,     and     the    whole    kingdom 
fhould    be    his    profecutors.      I  do  not  believe 
that   there  are  any  fuch  pra(3ices  at  prefect  — - 
I  pray  God  defend  us  from  them  for  the  future. 
That  fuch  things    may  be  hfdy  done,    is  evi- 
dent from  hence,    that    of  all   the  overgrown. 

leeches 


yf  Cordial /^r  Low  Spirits.         217 

leeches  of  the  laft  reigns  (for  I  fuppofe  there 
have  been  none  in  this)  not  one  has  been  yet 
drained  of  his  ill  grot  wealth. 

Gaming  is  fo  dreadful  a  vice,  efpecially  in  thofe 
who  are  any  way  intruded  with  our  Liberties, 
that  I  cannot  pafs  over  it  in  filence. 

A  man  who  will  venture  his  eftate  will 
venture  his  country.  He  who  is  mad  enough 
to  commit  his  all  to  the  chance  of  a  dye,  is 
like  to  prove  but  a  faithlefs  guardian  of  the 
public,  in  which  he  has  perhaps  no  longer 
any  flake.  It  is  a  jeft,  and  fomething  worfe 
in  a  man  who  flings  away  his  fortune  this 
way,  to  pretend  any  regard  for  the  good  of 
"mankind.  His  actions  give  his  words  the 
lye.  He  facriiices  his  own  happinefs,  and 
that  of  his  family  and  pofrerity,  to  a  fliarper 
or  an  amufemenr,  and  by  doing  it  fliews  that 
he  is  utterly  deftitute  of  common  prudence  and 
natural  afFeciion  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  an  en- 
courager  and  example  of  the  moft  deftrudive 
corruption  ;  and  after  all  this  ridiculoufly  talks 
of  his  zeal  for  his  country,  which  confifts  in 
good  fenfe  and  virtue  joined  to  a  tendernefs 
tor  one's  fellow-creatures.  When  he  has. 
wantonly  reduced  himfdf  to  a  morfel  of  bread, 
he  will  be  eafily  perfuaded  to  forfake  his 
wretchednef;)    and  accept    of    a   bribe.       Who 

^'Q^'^'  L  would 
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would  truft  their  property  with  one  who  can- 
not  keep  his  own  ?  The  fame  vicious  imbecilii- 
ty  of  mind  which  makes  a  man  a  fool  to  him- 
it\f^  will  make  him  a  knave  to  other  people. 
So  that  this  wicked  pronenefs  to  play,  which  is 
only  the  impious  art  of  undoing  and  being  un^ 
done,  cuts  ofF  every  man  who  is  poffelied  with 
it,  from  all  pretence  either  to  honefty  or  ca- 
pacity. I  doubt  England  has  paid  dear  for  fuch 
extravagancies.  A  law-maker  and  a  game- 
fter,  is  a  character  big  with  abfurdity  and  dan- 
ger. I  wifli  that  in  every  member  of  either 
houfe,  gaming  v/ere  attended  with  expulfion 
and  degradation ;  and,  in  every  officer  civil 
or  military,  with  the  lofs  of  his  place.  A  lav/ 
enjoining  this  penalty  would  be  effe6iual,  and 
no  other  can.  We  fee  it  goes  on,  upon  the 
prefent  foot,  in  fpite  of  fatyr  and  a£ls  of 
parliament.  I  would  have  this  execrable  cor- 
ruption meet  w/th  no  encouragement.  The 
frowns  of  the  court  would  certainly  put  a  check 
to  it,  but  then  there  muft  not  be  an  office  kept  on 
purpofe  for  it. 

Our  whig  has  an  equal  averfion  to  maf- 
querades.  They  are  a  market  for  maiden- 
heads and  adultery  ;  a  dangerous  luxury  oppo- 
fite  to  virtue  and  liberty.  There  was  fome- 
thing  like  them  formerly  in  the  leigns  of  our 

worft 
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Worft  princes,  by  the  name  of  majks.  As  the 
prefent  reign  refembles  thefe  in  nothing  elfe,  fo 
neither  would  I  have  it  refemble  them  in  this. 
They  were  revived,  or  rather  introduced,  after 
the  French  way  by  a  foreign  amhajjador^  whofe 
only  errand  then  in  England  could  be  but  to 
corrupt  and  enflave  us,  and  for  that  end  this 
mad  and  indecent  diverdon  was  pradtifed  and 
exhibited  by  him  as  a  popular  engine  to  catch 
loofe  minds,  or  to  make  them  (oy  with  great 
fuccefs.  What  good  purpofe  they  can  ferve 
now,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  ?  — —  The  mif- 
chief  of'  them  is  manifeft  both  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  private  perfons  ;  a  handle  is  taken 
from  them  to  traduce  fome  great  chara(5iers, 
whom  I  would  have  always  reverenced  ;  and 
they  are  vifibly  an  opportunity  and  invitation  to 
lewdnefs. 

If  people  will  have  amufements,  let  them 
have  warrantable  and  decent  ones ;  as  to  maf- 
querades,  they  are  fo  much  the  fchool  of  vicQ^ 
that,  excepting  a  law  to  declare  it  innocent  and 
fafe,  I  queftion  whether  human  invention  can 
contrive  a  more  fuccefsful  method  of  propaga- 


tmg  It. 


The  pra£l:ice  of  the  commonalty  is  formed 
upon  the  example  of  the  great,  and  v/hat  the 
latter  do  the  former  think  they  may  do.     If    a 

L  2  city 
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city  wife  has  it  in  her  head,  againft  her  huf- 
band's  indinations,  to  take  the  pleafures  of  the 
mafquerade,    flie  has  but  to  tell  him  that   my 

lady    dutchefs    of is  to   be  there    (no 

doubt  upon  the  fame  errand)  and  the  poor, 
fober,  faving,  man  muft  fubmit,  and  be  content 
to  be  in  the  clafs  of  his  betters »  ' 

From  this  fource  of  proftitution  I  fear  many 
a  worthy  man  takes  to  his  arms  a  tainted  and 
vicious  wife,  and  finds  in  her  a  melancholy 
reafon  both  for  himfelf  and  his  pofterity  to 
curfe  and  deteft  mafqucrades,  and  all  thofe  that 
encouraged  them.  I  was  in  hopes  they  were  at 
an  end.  I  heard  that  the  threatre  in  the  Hay- 
Market  was  to  be  ufed  intirely  another  way, 
and  that  our  underftandings  were  only  Xo  be 
affronted  this  winter  in  that  place  with  Italian 
quavers  and  Cremona  fiddles  ;  for  which  I  was 
not  forry,  fince  the  leaving  of  debauchery,  for 
the  fake  of  nonfenfe,  is  ftill  fome  degree  of  re- 
formation. Let  us  make  much  of  it  —  Though 
I  would  fain  hope  it  is  not  the  only  one  we  are 
like  to  fee. 

Some  weak  people  would  infinuate,  as  if 
thofe  in  high  place  promoted  thefe  infamous 
amufements  as  a  means  to  divert  bufy  heads 
from  diving  into  their  a6lions  < —  But  this  muft 

te  a  malicious  and  fcnfelefs  flander,    fince  all 

the 
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the  meafures  of  thefe  gentlemen  are  To  clear 
and  honourable  that  they  themfelves  need  fear  no 
fcrutiny. 

Having  neither  wife  nor  daughter  of  my 
own,  I  am  anxious  only  for  the  eafe  and  reputa- 
tion of  thofe  that  have.  So  thr.t  I  have  no  mo- 
five  but  the  love  of  public  virtue  to  fay  what  I 
have  faid  upon  this  theme. 

I  could  wi{h  that  thofe  reverend  gentlemen, 
whofe  bufmefs  and  duty  it  more  properly  is, 
to  expofe  this  fccne  of  iniquity,  had  prevented 
me.  If  our  Lent  preachers  have  omitted  it,  I 
can  afcribe  it  to  nothing  but  forget fulnefs,  or 
their  good  breeding.  And  yet  where  is  there  a 
more  neceiTary,  where  a  more  affecting  fub- 
je<Sl  ?  Here,  O  ye  bifiiops,  priefts  and  dea- 
cons, fhew  the  %eal  with  which  you  abound  ; 
here  (hew  danger^  not  to  the  church  indeed, 
but  danger  to  virtue,  danger  to  Chriftianity  ! 
Here  alarm  your  people's  ear5,  here  roufe 
their  paffions  ;  and  ceafe  combating  harmkfs 
notions  and  dry  ideasy  till  you  have  utterly 
defeated  glaring  vice  and  exorbitant  debau- 
chery. 

Our  whig  is  an  irreconcileable  enemy  to  the 
felling  of  places,  or  conferring  them  partially. 
To  be  given  to  the  worthieft^  is  the  public  voice 
upon  this  occafion.      They    are  the   national 

L  3  rewards 
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rewards  for  well  deferving,  or  a  capacity  of 
deferving  well  ;  and  it  is  evident  injuflice,  and 
a  kind  of  robbery,  to  difpofe  of  them  upon 
other  motives.  If  the  candidate  has  merit, 
the  tacit  confent  of  the  people  is  already  on 
his  fide  5  and  why  fhould  he  give  money  for 
that  which  is  his  due  ?  If  he  has  not  merit, 
why  fhould  he  have  the  recompence  of  it  ? 
Freely  you  have  received y  freely  give^  is  a  precept 
which  has  reafon  as  well  as  infpiration  to  recom- 
mend and  enforce  it. 

Moft  or  all  of  the  great  places  are  given  gra- 
tis to  thofe  who,  as  to  their  fortunes,  do  not 
want  them,  and  no  caufe  can  be  afllgned  but 
avarice  and  want  of  human  companion  why  any 
of  the  fmall  ones  fhould  be  fold,  when  they  are- 
fought  for  the  mofl  part  as  the  means  of  life  and 
fubfiftance.. 

He  that  can  bargain  away  a  little  pofl, 
would  from  the  fame  vile  principle  difpofe 
of  a  great  kingdom  upon  valuable  confiderations ; 
and  fooner,  as  the  price  muft  be  greater,  and 
confequently  the  motives  flronger. 

Every  guilt  of  this  kind,  when  detected, 
fhould  be  branded  with  incapacity  and  a 
public  mark  of  infamy.  It  is  making  traffic 
of  one's  country  i  It  is  plundering  worth  of 
its  birthright  ;    and  it  has  a  degree  •f  malignity 

and 
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and  vilenefs  in  it,  which  ought  to  be  narrowly 
watched  and  feverely  puniflied.  It  is  true  this 
villany  cannot  be  always  dete(51ed  openly  ;  but 
by  obferving  mens  circumftanccs  we  may 
guefs  whether  they  fpend  or  lay  up  more  than 
their  honeft  income  ;  and,  if  they  do,  we  may 
take  them  for  criminals,  and  either  oblige 
them  to  account  for  thefe  exceedings,  or  difable 
them  from  hurting  us  any  more  in  the  fame 
ftation. 

In  king  Charles  the  fecond's  time,  a  Trench 
woman  or  two,'  and  a  tribe  of  other  hungry 
courtiers  who  came  with  him  from  beyond  fea, 
did  by  the  connivance  of  the  miniftry,  and  ia 
confederacy  with  them,  make  a  fair  penny 
of  the  birthright  of  Britons,  The  parliament 
of  that  time,  who  fhould  have  been  the 
guardians  and  watchmen  of  the  public,. 
were  themfelves  engaged  In  a  trade  of  cor- 
ruption, and  fpoke,  or  held  their  tongues,  as 
they  were  paid.  In  that  long  parliament 
there  was  a  majority  of  penfioners,  who  over- 
looked thefe  dark  dealings,  and  many  more, 
particularly  that  of  the  arbitrary  increafe  of  the 
prince's  guards,  which  was  the  firfl  approach  to- 
wards a  ftanding  army.  Thefe  guards  have  never 
been  reduced  fmce.  This  Ihewis  the  dreadful 
danger  of  precedents. 

L  4.  But 
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But  neither  ought  places  to  be  beflowed  oat 
of  private  and  perfonal  regards.  I  have  heard 
of  the  time,  v^-'hen  a  mean  obfcurc  Jacobite 
was  put  into  a  fine  poll  for  life,  purely  for  a 
piece  of  work  which  deferved  no  more  than  an 
attorney's  fee.  Befides,  the  public  had  no 
concern  in  it»  When,  at  the  fame  time,  very 
many  deferving  whigs  remained  unprovided  for, 
and  even  nsgh(jted,  though  they  had  done  their 
country  more  fervice  than  fome  who  had  much 
better  luck. 

There  were  a  fort  of  men  amcngft  us  many 
years  fince,  who,  beino;  of  great  confequence 
to  thenifelves,  had  adopted  the  craft  of  church- 
men, and  very  folemnly  alTured  us  that  the  na- 
tion was  alv/ays  in  eminent  danger,  when  they 
were  not  in  place.  But  as  (x)on  as  the  (Peerage 
xyvas  committed  to  them,  and  they  were  got 
into  a  way  of  thriving,  all  was  fafe,  and  yet 
nothing  altered.  It  was  of  no  moment  how 
other  polls  were  conferred,  provided  ihey  en- 
joyed the  greatefi,  and  the  power  of  giving  the 
Imalleft.  If  a  pretender  was  worth  money,  or 
had  done  a  private  ph,  no  matter  for  his  parts 
and  principles ;  worihJefsnefs  and  Jacohiufm  were 
no  bars  to  preferment ;  nay,  the  tories  were- 
invited  to  accept  of  very  good  places  and  wel- 
come, provided  they  aimed  noi  ?Xiht  hi ghefl- of 
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nil.  But,  for  the  whigs  of  the  private  and 
inferior  clafs,  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  what 
good  they  pleafed  to  their  country  and  to 
mankind,  without  the  leaft  pretenfions  to  the 
friendfhip  ofthe^r^^/;  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  told  they  very  arrogantly  difobliged  them, 
and  marred  their  fchemes  by  their  officious  be- 
haviour. 

I  am  perfuaded  it  is  otherv^^ife  now,  and  that' 
in  due  time  we  fhall  fee  the  h'ljhop  of  Bangor^ 
preferred  fuitably  to  his  great  merit.  I  hope  it 
is  not  inconftftent  with  any  fchemes^  I  am 
fure  the  interefts  of  truth  and  liberty  are 
nearly  concerned  in  it.  For  my  part,  I  fhould 
not  wonder  if  both  houfes  of  parliament  ad- 
drefTed  his  majefty  to  give  his  lordfliip  the  beft 
bifhopric  in  England^  as  he  is  thebeft  defender  of 
the  liberties  of  England^ 

I  hope  it  is  not  true  what  lam^told,  namely,' 
That  the  bifhop  has  not  only  met  with  hard 
ufage  and  difappointment,  but  even  hard 
names,  from  fome  people,  for  his  keeping  up 
a  fpirit  which  hindered  the  adoption  of  fome  true 
fons  of  the  church  into  certain  fchemes. 

Let  me  ahne  and  I  will  let  you  alone ^  is  no 
longer  the  language  of  children  at  play.  A 
much  wifer  fort  of  people  have  taken  it  up,  and 
it  appears  to  be  the  firfl  article  of  a  certain  Bar^ 

*  Dr.  HW^-y 
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gairiy   which    all    laft    winter  we  were   put    in 
hopes  of. 

If  fuch  people  could  have  their  will,  the 
feminaries  and  their  miilionaries  might  go  on 
to  fcatter  their  poifon,  and  level  their  do6^rines 
againft  the  fundamental  fecurity  of  this  nation  ; 
to  ftrike  at  the  root  of  our  peace  ;  to  over-beac 
the  moft  glaring  truths  with  bold  and  danger- 
ous falfhoods,  and  to  have  it  in  their  power  to 
make  us  miferable  bondmen,  whenever  they 
have  a  fair  opportunity.  Then  not  a  ftroke 
muft  be  flruck  that  may  difpleafe  or  difappoint 
them;  not  a  corruption  be  removed  that  they 
are  fond  of  ^  not  a  clergyman  rewarded,  nor  any 
body  elfe,  who  has  writ  in  defence  of  liberty,  and 
•made  them  angry. 

But  Almighty  God  has  been  fo  merciful  to 
this  poor  nation,  as  to  blefs  us  with  a  miniflry,, 
who,  fcorning  all  mean  tranfa6lions,  will  alfo 
fcorn  to  enter  into  any  meafures  of  uiiioa 
and  confederacy  with  the  high  clergy,  till  the 
whole  body  of  them  have  given  us  deinonftrat'ive: 
f  roofs  of  their  attachment  to  our  prefoit  fet' 
tlement  and  civil  rights ;  but  will,  on  the  con- 
trary, enable  the  diflenters,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  defend  us  and  themfelves  againft  any  future  at- 
tempts to  difturb  and  enllave  us. 

While    his    majefly    reigns,     let    him    hav« 
what    counfellofs    he    will,     our   liberties   wil 

b< 
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be  fecure.  His  very  perfon  and  countenance 
fhew  him  to  be  a  virtuous,  wife,  and  bene- 
ficent prince,  and  every  adlion  of  his  life 
confirms  it.  i5ut  will  he  live  for  ever  ?  And 
can  we  forget  our  many  flrusgles  with  the  high 
clergy  for  the  prefervation  of  our  liberty  ?  Are 
not  thefe  men,  whom  we  fet  up  and  maintain, 
for  ever  endeavouring  to  pull  us  down,  and  to 
make  a  prey  of  our  property,  and  flaves  of  our 
perfons  ?  Do  ihey  not  claim  our  lands  for  their 
pofTefTions,  and  us  for  their  vafTals  ?  Have  we  not 
been  forced  to  wao-e  war   with  our  ovv'n  merce-^ 


naries  ? 


May  v^e  not  therefore  expe^l:,  during  his  ma*- 
jefly's  reign,  fecurity  againfl  the  time  to- 
come  ?  Have  we  not  been  promifed  it  ;  And 
will  any  body  dare  to  affirm  that  he  refufes  it  ? 
No,  no.  I  wifh  others  were  as  ready  to  afic 
as  he  will  be  to  comply.  His  firft  and  chief 
care,  the  nation's  happinefs,  is  concerned  in 
it  ;  and  the  nation's  principal  care,  the  fecu- 
rity  of  his  perfon  and  family,  is  alio  con- 
cerned in  it :  And  they  who  cppofe  or  negle<5l  it,. 
oppofe  and  neglecl  both. 

The  difTenters  have  undeniably  proved  them- 
felvcs  excellent  fubje6ls  and  Englijlmien  \  and  it 
will  always  be  their  intereft  to  do  fo,  while 
they  have   that  proteftion   and   encouragement^ 

L  6  which 
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"which  God,  and  nature,  and  our  conftitutiott 
aJiow  them.  They  aim  at  no  independent 
power.  They  have  no  pretenfions  upon  the 
lands  and  liberties  of  England,  They  have  to, 
a  man  kept  their  oaths  to  the  government, 
and  oppofed  the  rebellion.*  They  are  a  fober 
and  induflrious  people,  and  promoters  of  mo- 
rality and  trade,  tvi^o  great  props  of  liberty. 
And  the  highefl  obje6lion  againft  them  is. 
That  they  will  not  kneel  down  to  a  prieft,  nor 
worfhip  a  piece  of  crape.  Yet  they  ftill  iland 
■where  they  did,  and  are  like  to  ftand  ;  for  it 
feems  there  are  many  afleverations  and  oaths 
gone  forth  againfl  them,  That  the  dljjenters  Jhall 
rife  no  higher » 

It  is  fit  the  difTcnters  ihould  know  that 
they  deferve,  in  every  refpecl,  the  befl  ufage 
the  nation  can  give  them ;  and  the  honeft  parf 
of  the  nation^  to  do  it  juftice,.  is  not  to  blame  if 
they  want  it. 

Every  government  flands  by  confiding  ia 
thofe  that  love  it.  The  prefent  miniftry  owe 
their  being  fo  to  their  principles  of  liberty, 
and  their  adherence  to  the  fucceffion.  And  is 
it  not  equally  reafonable  that  the  difTenters, 
who  have  the  fame  plea,  (liould  poffefs  in  a  pro- 
per degree  the  fame  favour  ?  And  yet  have 
they  any  other  reward  than  two  or  three  m%ty 

negatives  ? 

*  The  rebellion  17 15. 
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negatives  ?  They  contributed  largely  to  fave  the 
nation,  and  therefore  they  are  not perfecuted.  Ex- 
ceeding kind  and  bountiful  ! 

Their  zeal   and  induftry,     to  fay  nothing  of 
their  expences,    in   chufing   proteftant  members 
for  the  prefent  parliament,  will,  I  do  not  doubt, 
be  powerful   motives   with  grateful  men   to   re- 
lieve   thefe    their    friends  and  benefactors  from 
the  fetters  of  tefts  which  were  intended  againf!' 
papifts.     And   the  remarkable  fpirit  and   alacri- 
ty which  they  fhewed    in  quelling  the  late  re- 
bellion,   though  at   the  danger  of  penalties  and 
profecutions,  was  likewife   a   Joud  demand   up- 
on   thofe    who    could    take    their  thoughts  off 
Ithemfelves,    and  turn  them  to  the  public   inte- 
reft,    to  diftinguifh  v/ith   qualifications  and    re- 
wards   fuch  a  numerous  body  of  well  afFeCled' 
men. 
That    fuch     a    public -fplrited    defign    could' 
not  have  been   carried  through,     will  hardly  be 
believed,     Projedls  of    a   very  diiFerent  and  in- 
ferior   nature    have    been    attended    with    fur- 
prizing  fuccefs.     And   not  ojie    bill,  or  fcheme, 
that  had  the   leaft  face  of  public  good,  has  mif- 
carried.     No  ;    we  have  been  triumphant  in  our 
undertakings   in   the  houfe   of    commons  :    In- 
fomuch  that    it    is  hard  to  determine  which  is 
more  remarkable,  the  zeal  of  that  houfe  for  the 

eaf© 
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eafe  and  Intereft  of  the  public,  or  its  commend- 
able faith  in  the  miniftry. 

A  certain  proje6l  indeed  was  very^  j"ftly> 
and  very  fortunately  for  Great  Britain^  receiv- 
ed by  all  difmterefted perfons  with  a  general  ab- 
horrence. What  mufl  fome  men  have  done^, 
when  nothing  can  fcreen  them  but  the  altering 
and  overturning  of  foundations  ? 

But  to  returnj  and  put  the  behaviour  of  high 
church  in  balance  with  that  of  the  difTenters.. 
The  corrupt  clergy  were  through  all  England^ 
pufhing  at  our  fettlement  with  all  their  might 
and  malice.  Some  of  them  indeed  were  wary 
and  filent,  but  their  good-will  was  never  the 
lefs.  So  true  is  it,  that  they  who  are  not  for  us, 
Qle  agalnfl  us.  Even  in  their  neutrality  they 
were  forfworn.  Thus  the  ambafTadors  of 
peace  and  truth,  and  the  great  advocates  for 
non  refiftance,  became  the  trumpeters  of 
war,  and  the  patrons  of  perjury  and  rebel- 
lion. 

if  the  dliTenters  knew  what  bargains  are 
driven,  and  with  what  contempt  they  are  fpo- 
ken  of,  and  what  a  mortal  antipathy  there  is  in 
fome  people  againft  giving  them  any  fubftantial 
advantages,  they  would  not  be  fo  very  free  in 
drinking  certain  healths,  which  are  now,  for 
good  caufes,  omitted  by  their  trueft  patrons  in 

town*. 
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town.      But  I  am   told  they  themfelves    begin 
to  be  pretty  well  cured  of   their  v/onted  fond- 
nefs  that  way.     God  knows,  they  have  fufEcient 
reafon,        Mr.   Walpole  was    once    their   great 
favourite  :     They    fee    how    he    ferved  them. 
Have  they  found  others  much  kinder  ?    I  vvifh 
that  even  their  profefTed  plenipo's^  who  lofe   no- 
thing by  being   at  the  head  of  their  affairs,     dof^ 
not  now   and   then   drop   their  zeal  for  fepara^ 
tion,  in  confideration  of  a  ban^  billj,   or   a  pret-- 
ty  income.     It  is  certain  they  go  every  length  ; 
whether  confidently  with  their  commiilionj  let 
their  principals  judge. 

There  has  been  lately  a  motion  made  in  the 
Irijb  parliament,  in  favour  of  proteftant  dif*- 
fenters  of  that  kingdom.  I  will  not  fuppofe 
they  are  beholden  for  this  favour  to  the  au- 
thor of  the  letter  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, but  of  this  I  dare  be  pofitive.  That  if 
fome  people  have  half  as  much  zeal  for  paffing 
fuch  a  bill  in  Ireland^  as  they  had,  and,  I  am 
told,  ftill  have,  for  paffing  another  in  Englandy 
it  will  not  hereafter  mifcarry. 

i*.  5.  In  the  fecond  part  of  this  character  will 
be  confidered  the  affair  of  a  northern  war. 
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PREFACE. 


^ 


rH E  former  part  of  the  Independent 
Whig  appeared  abroad  about  the 
time  the  peerage  bill  made  its  exit  in  the 
hcufe  of  commons  :  What  were  the  fecret 
motives  for  that  hilly  or  what  hopeful 
ends  were  to  have  been  ferved  by  it,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  explain,  nor  indeed,  for  the 
eafe  of  tny  own  mind,  do  I  care  to  guefs- ; 
hecaufe  it  is  a  cafe  of  confcience  with  me, 
and  a  fiandin^  mc;ximy  .  to  fpeak  no  ill  of 
the  .  deceafed  :  I  fhall  therefore  only  fay 
with  Mr,  Dryden,  De  mortuis  nil  nifi 
bonuin  -,  Peace  be  with  the  manes  of  the 
bill. 

/ 


•  One  defign  of  this  colle^lion,  and  the  principal  defien  at 
fiifr,  being  to  fave  from  oblivion  Mr .  Qord'jn  s  tracts  ;  this  trail, 
was  inferted  in  the  two  former  editions,  and  for  that  reafon  is. 
here  alfo  inferted,  although  it  has  no  relatipn  to  the  fuhjeCt  of; 
tbefe  volumes, 
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/  am  willing  to  think  there  was  no  in* 
tention  to  engage  us  in  a  northern  war^  in 
order  to  ferve  purpofes  dire^ly  in  the  teeth 
of  the  atl  cf  fettlement  of  the  crown  ;  ^r, 
if  there  zdas  any  ftich^  I  am  perfuaded  it  is. 
now  laid  qfide^  and  therefore  I  have  alfo 
laid  afide  my  purpofe  of  conftdering  the  con- 
feqtience  -cf  fuch  a  war^  as  I promifed  in  my 

The  age  of  killing  rnonfters  is  long  fmce 
paft  and  gone,  and  there  lives  now  neither  a 
Hercules  nor  a  Thefeus,  to  fuhdue  Hydra'j 
and  dragons  •,  and  I  fhould  be  forry  to  fee 
my  countrymen  revive  thofe  ages  of  knighl 
errantry,  and  arrive  to  fuch  a  degree  of 
Quixotifm,  as  to  range  over  the  world  in 
queft  of  adventures,  and  to  become  the  rights 
ers  of  wrongs,  and  redrefers  of  injuries,, 
through  the  whole  univerfe. 

It  would  indeed,  be  a  greater  piece  of 
romantic  gallantry,  than  any  of  thofe  fabu- 
lous heroes  ever  undertook,  for  a  nation 
living  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  to  throw  a- 
way  an  advantageous  trade,  and  engage  in 
an    impra5licahk    war^    againft    a    power 

guarded^ 
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-guarded  hvo  thirds  of  the  year  with  m 
and  [now ^  fortified  with  impregnable  town^^ 
ivhith  will  he  covered  with  numerous  armies^ 
and  noways  to  be  attacked  but  with  troops 
marching  from  diftant  countries^  without 
magazines^  without  for  age  y  and  without 
pay,  unlefs  WE  fupply  them  ;  and  this  too 
without  any  profpeB  of  advantage  accruing 
to  curfelves^  but  only  to  ferve  the  inierefis 
of  another  fiate^  and  to  freferve  a  country 
of  no  concern  to  us  •,  the  whole  value  of 
which  y  if  every  foot  of  ground  in  it  was  to  he 
fold,  would  probably  not  pay  the  charge  and 
loffes  of  one  yeafs  war. 

As  this  is  too  wild  a  thought  to  enter  into 
the  mind  of  any  Englifhman,  fo  I  conceive 
it  unnecejjary  at  prefent  to  fay  any  more  of 
it  ;  and  therefore  I  have  in  this  fecond  part 
CG'rifidered  a  quefiion  which  is  more  the  objeEi 
of  our  prefent  hopes  and  fears ^  viz.  IVhat 
would  be  the  confequence  of  delivering  up  Gib- 
ralcar  upon  any  cenfideration  whatfoever  ? 

I  defign  to  continue  this  paper  weekly^  in 
a  half'Jheet^  which  will  firft  appear  on 
Wednefday,    the  20th  day  of  this  7nonth^ 

in 
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in  which  I  Jhall  meddle  with  politics  only 
occafionally^  my  principal  intention  being  to 
expofe  the  malignity  and  danger  of  certain 
principles^  which  prevail  too  much^  and^  I 
wijlo  I  could  not  fay^  are  too  little  difcou- 
raged, 

I  hope   in    this    undertaking    I  Jhall   he 
ftiffered  to  build  up  with  the  fame  impunity. 
with  which  others  are  fuffered  to  pull  down, 

I  own  there  are  methods^  which ^  if  prac- 
tifed^  would  prove  much  more  effeofual  than 
mine^  and  root  out  that  difeafe  which  I  can 
cnly  refift.  In  the  mean  time  it  fball  be 
.  my  care  to  ftoew  the  neceffity  of  fome  fuch 
methods^  by  Jhewing  the  danger  vje  are  in^ 
while  we  want  then^..  When  do5lrines  are 
avowedly  fpread^  that  fir  ike  at  the  peace 
and  liberty  of  mankind^  it  is  the  undoubted 
rizht^  and  duty  of  every  man^  to  guard 
himfelf  and  others  againfl  them  \  and  it  is  as 
much  the  duty  of  governors  to  preferve  their 
fubje£ls  from  the  contagion  of  fuch  defiruc^ 
tive  principles^  as  from  force  Ciud  inva- 
Jions, 

The 
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Vhe  felicity    of  the  people  is  the  end  of 
■lagiftrates  \  and  all  arts  and  pra^ices  that 
Jejfen  that  felicity^    call  for  their  correction 
and  cure.     Now   I  defy  the  wit  of  man  to 
reconcile  the  happinefs  of  the  world  to  many 
cf  our  high-flying  tenets  \    on  the  contrary^ 
where-ever  they  prevail^  I  will  undertake  to 
ftoew^    ^hat  the  fevcreft  mifery^  even  bnitifh 
ignorance^     aojeCf    flavery^     poverty^     and  - 
zvickednefs^  do  alfo  prevail,     I  never  looked 
upon    an   armed  ho  ft  to  he  half  fo  terrible 
as   an  army  of   afpiring  ecclejiaftics.      The 
former    may    be    repulfed   by  ftrength    and 
bravery^    which  ftgnify   nothing  againft  the 
latter^    who  make  your   own  heart   confpire 
againft  you^     by  filling  it  with  falfe  terrors. 
Dominion  is  the  word^  Jervitude  the  duty^  and 
damnation  the  penalty, 

'Till  therefore  cur  fuperiors  fkall  be  at 
kifure  to  put  a  final  flop  to  the  growth  of 
thofe  principles  that  infatuate  the  multitude^ 
and  undermine^  our  cc?tftitution^  /,  who  am 
fi  unfafidionable  a  man  as  to  have  more  con- 
cern for  the  public^  than  confideration  for 
myfelf  fiand  up  an  advocate  for  the  rights 

of 
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■©/  mankind^  to  expofe  thofe  claims  that  con- 
tradi^  reajon  and  the  gofpel^  and  bring  cm- 
tempt  upon  the  clergy. 

'  I  confefs  this  Jnhje^i  has  been  largely  dif- 
cuffed  by  feveral  hands j  ^ho  are  equal  to 
the  undertakings  and  made  truth  triumph 
Qver  faljhccd,  Foremoft  in  the  lift  {or  in 
any  other  that  could  be  made  on  this  occa- 
Jion)  ftands  the  bifijop  of  Bangor,*  a  cham^ 
pi  on  for  truths  and  a  fore  adverfary  to 
all  that  have  been  her^s.  His  enemies  have 
confeffed  their  impotence  and  defeat  in  their 
recourfe  to  invention  and  calumny  ;  and 
have  attacked  his  reafoning^  -and  his  re- 
putation^  with  equal  ill  fortune  and  7na- 
lice,  Notzvithflanding.  which ^  they  have 
gone  on^  and  ftill  go  on^  and  neither  mcdefty^ 
remorfe^  fhame,  nor  the  reflexion  upon 
their  oivn  repeated  oaths  and  fubfcriptions^ 
can  deter  them  from  fpreading  their  poifon 
every  day^  in  every  place-,  a7id  upon  every 
occafion.  So  that  they  make  it  7teceffary  to 
repeat  the  antidote,  otherwife  they  will  call ' 
filence  convi^ion^    and  interpret  a  contempt 

of 
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vf  them  and  their  wild  performances^  to  he  an 

^  acknowledgment  of  their  wild  principles. 

I  am  far  from  pretending  to  equals  much 
lefs  mendy  what  his  Lord/hip  has  done.  But 
my  defign  is  to  fiart  new  topics,  Jlrike 
out  new  tra^Sj  and  throw  the  fame  fuhjeSf- 
into  new   lights  \    in  doing  which ^    I  fhall 

frequently  ufe  a  freedom^  and  manner  of  fllh 
mot  common^  perhaps  not  permitted  to  men  in^ 
holy  orders, 

1  hope  to  give  the  difpute  a  new  turni 
andt  infiead  of  a  long  train  of  cmfequential 
arguments^  to  reduce  it  to  a  few  felfevi-^ 
dent  propofJions^    which   1  floall  endeavour^ 

■  cccafionally  to  emhellifh  with  agreeable  in^ 
cidents :  The  reverend,  right  reverend, 
or    moft    reverend    doBor,    fhall    wear    a 

fooPs  cap  if  he  deferves  it^  though  it  hap-^ 
pens  to  he  a  ear  dinar  s  :  Bejides, .  raany  will 
read  a  half-foect  who  will  not  read  a  vo^ 
lume. 

In  this  great  undertaking  I  hope  to  have 
aid  from  fome  better   hands,    and,    as   the 
fuhjetf  is  now  pretty  well  underftood,  I  ex- 
pel}^ ayid  fhall  be  ready  to  receive  any  cafual 
Vol/  I.  M  affijU 
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affiftance  that  may  he  fent  me^  referving  to 
myfelf  the  liberty  of  altering  (if  it  require 
alteration)  and  adapting  it  to  my  own  de^ 
jign^  of  which  1  muft  he  allowed  to  he  the 
froperejl  judge.  Whoever  therefore  would 
correfpond  with  me^  may  dire^  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Whig,  at  Mr.  Roberts'^  the  pub- 
lifher  in  Warwick^ane. 

As  to  the  propagation  and  fuccefs  cf  the 
weekly  paper  ahovementioned^  I  can  do  no 
mote  than  hefiow  upon  it  my  chief  labour 
andftudy  •,  and^  for  other  helps  and  fupport, 
ii  muft  rely  on  thofe  who  like  it, 

I  hope  no  one  will  think  me  fo  foolifh  as 
iQ  txpe^  encouragement  from  thofe  who 
mght  to  give  it,  and,  as  I  do  not  pretend  to 
hear  the  charge  of  printing  fuch  a  paper 
myjelfy  fo  the  continuance  of  it  muft  depend 
Upon  the  encouragement  it  receives  from  a- 
iroad^ 


A  S 
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CONSIDERATIONS,   ^c. 

H  S  the  difmiffion  of  Cardinal  Alheroni  from 
■^^  the  court  and  councils  of  the  king  of 
Spain^  and  the  hopes  of  an  approaching  peace, 
engage  the  thoughts  and  wiflies  of  every  man 
in  England^  who  has  any  Love  for  his  coun- 
try, or  laments  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  debts 
and  taxes ;  fo  I  efteem  it  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  duty  of  every  honeft  man,  to  offer  to 
his  fuperiors  fuch  confiderations  as  he  con- 
ceives may  render  the  peace  advantageous,  and 
make  us  fome  recompence  for  the  profufion  of 
wealth  it  has  coft  the  nation,  at  a  time  too 
when  we  were  loaded  with  fo  many  Millions  of 
debt. 

It  will  be  a  fervice  alfo  to  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry,  by  wiping  off  any  malicious  charge,  if 
any  fuch  there  be,  of  their  having  run  into  an 
unadvifed  and  foolifh  v/ar.  If  the  war  was  ne- 
ceffary  (without  which  it  is  inexcufable,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  and  furprizing  fuccefs. 
which  we  have  had  in  it)  no  doubt  the  con- 
i  <iitions  of  peace  will  be  fuitable,    and  demon- 

M  2  firatc 
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ilrate,  that,  Vi/ithout  a  v/ar,  we  could  not  have 
had  them.  What  we  gain  by  the  peace  wifl 
juftify  the  expences  of  the  war  5  and  v/e  fliall 
have  new  advantages  of  trade,  and  new  for- 
trefies  and  fecurities  to  defend  thofe  advan- 
tages. If  we  have  not  poiTeilion  given  us  of 
feme  ports  in  the  Weft  -  Indies^  the  ifland  of  Ma-- 
jorca  ought  at  leaft  to  be  added,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  Port-Mahon,  and  a  competent  tra6t 
of  land  ought  to  be  annexed  to  Gibraltar^  for 
the  convenience  and  maintenance  of  that  gar- 
rifon,  as  is  ufual  in  like  cafes,  and  ought  to 
have  been  done  at  firft*  At  prefent  they  have 
not  a  foot  of  ground  about  it,  either  for  gar- 
dens or  pafture,  but  are  cooped  up  v/ithin  their 
ftone  walls,  and  left  to  make  the  beft  of  their, 
inclofed  rock. 

Without  fuch  conditions  and  fecurities  all 
treaties  fignlfy  nothing,  and  may,  and  proba- 
bly will  be  broken,  as  foon  as  made.  Here  wc 
can  expedl  no  help  from  allies  and  guarantees, 
who  will  always  emulate,  and  privately  con- 
fpire  againft  the  great  naval  power,  and  grow- 
ing trade  of  England^  which  is  the  envy  and  ter- 
ror of  the  world, 

I  would  indeed  be  glad  to  know  what  ad- 
vantages, or  even  performance  of  articles,  Eng- 
land has  ever  received   from  her  good  allies  ? 

It 
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It  is  true  they   have  often  done   us  the  favour 
to  accept   of   our   help,    when  they   v/anted  it  ; 
and  I  am  told,  feme  of  them  have  threatened 
to  accept  it  no  more,    unlefs  we  gave  it  them 
upon    their   own   terms.      But,   pray    how   has 
the  favour  been  returned   to  us  ?    Wh-at  has   the 
emperor    done  for    us,    in  recomp';nce  for    all 
we  have  done,  and    are    frill    doing    for    him  ? 
Unlefs  in    the  help  he   gave  us  lafl  year  againft 
the    Pretender     and    his     madam.        Or    v/hat 
anirtance    have    the  Dutch   afforded  us   in    this 
expenfive,  and,  as  we  are  told,  neceiTary   war  ? 
Have  they   not  eat  the  bread  of  quietnefs  and 
fecurity,     while     we    have    been    running   into 
perils    and    battles   for    them    and    all   Europe? 
They   have  lain  flill,     ealing   their  country   of 
public  burthens,  whilil:  we  have  been  increafing 
ours  ;     they    have    grown    rich    by    the    trade 
which  we  have  loft,    and,  it  is  faid,  have  even 
fupplied    our    enemies    with     the    materials    of 
war   to  fight  againft  us.     And  yet  it  is  certain 
that  they  are  as  much   (if  not  more)    interefted 
in  the  balance  of  Europe  than  we  are,  as  they 
are  nearer  the  danger,     and   have    not   feas    to 
guard  them.     As    to    the  balance  of   power  in 
the  north,  they  are  much  more  concerned  than 
we,    not   only   as   their    trade   thither  is    vaftly 
greater  than  ours,    but  as   they  have  no  other 
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fource  of  naval  ftores  ;  v/hereas  very  little 
wit  and  honefty  would  fupply  us  with  all  we 
want  from  our  own  plantations.  Whilft  we 
have  been  wailing  our  firength,  and  our  fub- 
flance,  and  lofing  our  traffic,  they  have  Iain 
flill,  and  continue  to  lie  flill,  accepting,  and 
returning  compliments  from,  and  to  the  courts 
of  Spain  and  of  the  Czar,  and  are  juft  ready 
to  receive  all  the  advantages  of  the  Ruffian 
trade  (which  at  the  revolution  they  were  in 
full  poflefiion  of)  whenever  v/e  fhall  be  mad  or- 
fooliih  enough  to  throw  it  av/ay.  And  what 
ailiflance  thefe  cur  kind  allies  gave  us  in  the 
firft  rebellion  agaiiyfl  his  prefent  majefty,  and 
in  the  late  terrible  Spanijh  invafion,  we  fhall  be 
better  informed,  when  the  accounts  relating  to 
that  affair  are  fully  ftated  and  balanced. 

Sure  we  {hall  not  be  always. the  cullies  of 
Britain !  Our  allies  muft  and  will  make  us 
fome  amends  at  lad,  for  all  we  have  done 
ioi  them  ;  and  they  have  now  an  opportu- 
nity of  doing  it  by  getting  for  us  fome  of  thofe 
advantages  which  they  have  received  from  our 
friendship. 

It  was  an  old  obfervation  of  Philip  de  Ctf- 
mipei^  concerning  us  Englijhmen^  That  we  have 
ever  lojl  hy  our  heads  ivhat  ive  have  gained  by  our 
hands^  and  have  always  given  up  by  treaty  what 
we  had  won   by  the  [word.     The  reafon  which 

he 
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he  gives  for  this  is  a  very  good  one.  He  fays. 
That  all  our  great  7nen  were  in  pen/ton  to  the 
Kings  of  France.  Monfieur  de  JVitt  does  per- 
haps mean  fomething  like  this,  when  he  fays. 
That  our  court  has  been  always  the  mofi  thievijh 
court  in  Europe.  However,  I  do  not  find  but 
that  whatever  bargains  our  miniflers  made  for, 
or  rather  of,  their  country,  they  generally 
made  very  good  ones  themfelves,  at  leaft  to 
the  beft  of  their  fkill.  Dunkirk  was  not  deli- 
vered for  nothing,  nor,  I  dare  fay,  the  laft 
peace  made  without  the  contrivers  finding  their 
own  account  in  it,  whatever  their  country 
fuffered. 

But  thefe  things  are  pafTed  and  gone,  and 
God  has  now  fent  us  a  miniftry  who  will  mend 
all  thofe  faults  which  they  were  the  firft  to 
condemn.  The  intereft  of  the  public  is  theic 
intereft.  They  have  no  fecret  purpofes  to 
ferve  by  dark  and  fhameful  treaties.  They 
have  no  new  revolutions  to  bring  about,  nor 
can  they  difguft  their  own  party,  by  acting 
freely  and  boldly  for  the  good  of  their  country, 
which  is  not  the  cafe  of  the  heads  of  another 
party.  In ,  fine,  they  have  no  defperate  game 
to  play,  to  defend  them  from  the  effe£ls  of 
defperate  meafures,  nor  have  they,  like  the 
others,  been  trepanned  and  outwitted  by  France, 
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nor  have  ungenerous  advantages  been  taken  of 
their  credulity,  u'hen  they  had  engaged  them- 
feives  and  their  country  beyond  retreat. 

We  may  therefore  well  expedl:  that  our 
prefent  peace-makers  will,  by  the  advantages 
-which  they  procure  for  us,  reproach  the  neg- 
lect, ignorance,  and  treachery  of  the  laft. 
There  is  nothing  that  the  mod  fanguine  ima- 
gination can  fofm,  Vvhich  we  may  not  hope  at 
the  enfuing  treaty,  from  the  fmgular  part 
which  we  have  taken  in  this  war.  V/e  ftruck 
the  flril  blow,  and  have  ever  fince  purfued  it 
with  great  ardor  and  expence.  We  have  beat- 
en and  deftroyed  the  enemies  fleets,  infomuch 
that  the  poor  remains  of  their  great  naval 
flrength  can,  at  prefent,  do  no  more  than  fKulk 
in  their  ports,  and  hide  themfelves  in  corners. 
W^e  have  procured  noble  advantages,  and  even 
kingdoms  to  our  allies.  Add  to  this,  that  we 
entered  fmgle  into  the  ftrife  and  the  danger. 
The  regent  indeed  moved  to  our  aid  a  goqd 
while  after,  and  the  Dutch  not  at  all,  though, 
as  has  been  before  obferved,  more  than  equally 
engaged  by  all  the  ties  and  motives  which 
could  engage  us,  at  leaft  by  all  thofe  which  we 
have  yet  avowed. 

How  abfurd  therefore  is  it  for  any  one  to 
furmife  or  fear^  that  we  fhould  receive  the  con- 
ditions 


J  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.         149 

ditlons  which  we  ought  to  give,  purchafe  a 
reconciliation  at  the  price  of-  all  our  vicSlories, 
and  buy  a  peace,  when  we  may  command  it  ? 

It  is  an  undeniable  inflance  of  the  innocence 
of  our  great  men,  and  of  our  great  contempt 
of  the  poor  eftoits  of  their  enemies  malice,  that 
they  took  not  the  leaft  notice  of  a  pamphlet 
publifhed  laft  year  with  a  pompous  title  ;  it 
was  called.  The  king  of  France'^  declaration  of 
war,  &c.  v/hich  diredly  undertakes,  in  pages 
the  2gth  and  34th,  to  procure  from  the  idp^ 
of  England  the  Reftitutlon  of  Gibraltar  to 
Spain. 

They  knew  very  well  that  fo  wild  a  calumny 
could  make  no  impre/Hon  upon  any  judicious 
man,  and  they  laughed  at  the  fimplicity  and 
malice  of  others,  and  gave  them  leave  to  play 
with  their  own  folly  :  they  knew  very  well 
that  a  fortrefs  conquered  by  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, by  the  blood  and  treaiure  of  England, 
and  folemnly  yielded  up  by  treaty  m.ade  with 
England^  became  part  of  the  Englifi  domi- 
nions, and  fubject  to  the  legiflative  power  of 
England,  and  could  not  be  difannexed  but  by 
a<fl:  of  parliament  ;  and  confequently,  any 
agreement  to  deliver  up  fuch  a  fort  to  aa 
enemy.  Is  high  treafon  within  the  ftatutc 
of   the   25th  of   Edward  the  Third  3    and  10 
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give  it  to  any  one  ^\{q.  ;  is  one  of  thofe  high 
treafons  referved  by  that  adl  for  the  judgment  of 
parliament. 

They   knew 'too  that   no   pocket    agreement 

is    of   any   force    in     England  \     that    we    are 

bound    by    no    treaties    but   what  are  folemnly 

entered    upon   record  ;     and    every    one   might 

fatisfy  himfelf  that  there  was  no  fuch  there. 

However,  as  the  bare  mentioning  of  fuch 
a  thing,  though  without  the  leaft  ground, 
has  thunderftruck  many  honefl:,  though  ti- 
morous men,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  undeceive 
them,  by  fhewing,  it  is  impoffible  that  any 
virtuous  and  wife  miniflry,  as  we  all  know 
ours  are,  can  ever  hereafter  fall  into  any  mea- 
fures  fo  fatal  to  their  country  ;  and  this  I  fhall 
do,  by  fhewing  the  advantage  and  importance 
of  that  port  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas. 

The  town  of  Gibraltar  is  built  upon  2 
rock  which  reaches  a  league  into  the  fea,  and. 
was  formerly  called  one  of  the  pillars^  or  the 
ns  plus  ultra  of  Hercules,  It  is  joined  to  Spain 
by  a  fmall  neck  of  land,  which,  being  narrow 
and  plain,  may  be  eafily  cut  through  and  fe- 
parated  from  the  continent,  fo  as  to  form  the 
whole  into  an  ifiand  ;  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
true,  that  a  mole  may  be  made  at  a  moderate 
expence,    capable  of    holding  thirty  large  men 

of  war. 
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It  lies  within  a  few  leagues  oi Tangier^  in  Afrl^ 
ca,  and  commands  the  mouth  of  the  y?r^/§-^/i'.  It 
fees  all  fhips  that  fail  from  the  Mediterranean  to 
the  ocean,  and  from  the  ocean  thither,  and  con- 
fequently  makes  it  imprafticable  for  any  other 
nation  to  trade  there  without  our  leave,  but  by 
the  prote(5lion  of  fuch  fleets  and  convoys  as  will 
make  any  trade  unprofitable ;  at  the  fame  time  it 
protects  our  own  traffic,  and  furnilhes  ftorehbufcs 
either  for  war  or  commerce,  and  a  convenicilt 
place  of  refreliiment  to  our  fhips  in  their  voyag;es 
to  and  from  Africo.y  Italy,  the  Levant^  and  fome- 
times  the  Eaji  and  Weji-Indles, 

It  gives  us  the  means  of  carfying  on  a  private 
and  advantageous  commerce  with  Spain^  not- 
withflanding  all  the  prohibitions  they  can  make, 
or  precautions  they  can  ufe*  It  lies  at  hand 
to  intercept  their  Eajl  ^nd  JVeJi'India  fleets 
with  the  fpoil  and  riches  of  both  worlds  :  it  fe- 
parates  and  divides  Spain  from  itfelf,  and  hinders 
all  communication  by  fea  from  the  different 
parts  of  their  dominions,  and  confequsntly  miill 
keep  them  in  a  perpetual  dependance,  and  put 
them  under  a  necellity  to  court  our  friendllilp,  as 
well  as  fear  our  enmity  :  it  gives  us  an  opportu- 
nity to  pry  into  all  their  meafures,  obferve  all 
their  motions,  and,  without  the  mott  fl:upid  re- 
miflacfs  on  our  parts,  renders  it  impra^icable  for 
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them  to  form  any  projedts,  or  carry  on  any  ex- 
peditions againft  us  or  our  allies  without  our 
having  due  notice. 

It  deftroys  any  attempts  to  naval  power  in 
Francs^  which  can  never  be  formidable  at  fea, 
whilft  Gibraltar  remains  in  our  hands.  It  hin- 
ders the  communication  between  their  port5 
and  fquadrons  in  the  ocean  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean:  it  makes  it  impoffible  for  them  to  fup- 
ply  their  Southern  harbours  with  naval  ftores 
either  for  building  or  repairing  of  fleets  ;  of . 
which  they  were  fo  fenfible  laft  war,  that,  as 
foon  as  Sir  George  Rook  had  poffefled  himfelf  of 
it,  they  faw  themfelves  under  a  necellity  to  lay 
afide  their  ufual  caution,  and  dare  him  in  open 
battle,  and  not  meeting  the  fuccefs  they  hoped 
for,  the  very  fame  year,  to  the  unfpeakable 
prejudice  of  their  other  affairs,  befieged  it  in 
form,  and  loft  a  French  and  Spanijh  army  be- 
fore it,  and  never  afterwards  appeared  with  a 
Beet  upon  the  feas  again  during  the  whole 
war,  but  fuffered  their  great  fhips  to  moulder 
and  rot  in  their  harbours,  for  want  of  the  means 
to  fit  them  out  again. 

It  will  give  us  reputation  and  figure  in  thofe 
feas,  which  are  always  rewarded  with  power 
and  riches.  It  will  oblige  all  nations  who 
trade   in   the    Mediterranean^  .  or    have   empire 

there. 
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there,  to  court  our  friendihip,  and  keep  mea- 
fures  with  us.  It  will  awe  even  the  courts  of 
Kwie  and  Conftcinttnople^  and  make  them  afraid 
to  difturb  or  provoke  us.  It  will  intimidate  the 
piratical  ftates,  v/ho,  when  they  fee  vengeance 
fo  near  at  hand,  will  not  dare  to  didurb  our 
trade,  whilft  they  are  deftroying  that  of  all 
others.  Thefe  advantages  are  immenfe,  and 
will  give  us  all  the  carriage  trade  of  the  Medi-^ 
Uranean^  whofe  merchants  muft  make  ufe  of 
our  {hips,  when  they  find  it  not  fafe  to  venture 
in  any  other. 

But  we  are  told,  the  keeping  it  is  a  great 
charge  to  us.  Strange  and  furpriiing  inftance 
of  our  new  frugality,  and  good  hufbandry  ! 
That  we,  who  for  thirty  years  together  have 
rioted  in  millions,  and,  untill  heaven  bleflcd  us 
with  the  prefent  miniftry,  never  minded  what 
we  gave,  nor  to  whom  ;  we,  who  drained  the 
Ex^heqtier,  and  mortgag<rd  the  nation,  fnould 
now,  from  a  principle  of  faving,  facrifice  the 
fole  fruit  of  all  our  expences  to  prevent  a 
charge,  which  is  but  equ?!  to  that  of  a  few 
ufelefs  penfions  !  Thank  heaven,  from  laviih- 
ing  millions,  we  are  grown  thrifty  in  pounds, 
fhillings  and  pence. 

But 
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But  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  this  was  not 
thought  on   before  ?    We  have  been  at  a  pro- 
digious ex  pence  in  fupplying  it   with  garrifons, 
with    military    ftores,    with    provifions,    and    in 
defending    it    againft     a    vigorous     fiege  :     all 
which    might  have  been    faved,    and    without 
doubt  very  many  advantages,  and   a  round  fum 
(befides  the  contra(5lors  licking  their  own  fingers) 
might  have  been  liipulated  for  the  nation,  if  the 
leafl  hint  had  been  given  that  it  was  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of. 

However,  I  own  good  hufbandry  never 
comes  too  late,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  a  little 
further,  and  that  we  fhail  contract  the  public 
expences  of  all  kinds,  cut  olF  and  retrench 
unneccffary  offices,  falaries  and  penfions,  pay 
ofF,  or  lefien  the  public  engagements^  and  ref- 
cue  the  people  from  the  oppreffions  of  their  ri- 
gorous debts  and  payments,  which  have  near 
exhaufted  the  vitals  of  the  nation,  and,  with- 
out a  fpeedy  remedy,  will  foon  bring  it  into  aa 
incurable  confumption. 

It  is  alledged  that  Part-Mahon  will  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  Gibraltar^  and  therefore  there 
can  be  no  ufe  in  keeping  them  both.  The  con- 
trary to  which  muft  be  evident  to  any  one  who 
but  looks  into  the  map  5  for  the  ifland  Minorca 
lies  many  hundred  miles  further  up  towards  the 

gulf 
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gulf"  of  Lyons,  and,  in  truth,  out  of  the  road 
of  all  fhips  trading  to  ^hily^  the  Adriatic^  the 
L^vant^  or  Africa,  It  is  fituated  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  France  and  Spain,  that  the  greateft 
fleets  can  efcape  unobferved,  unlefs  we  keep 
perpetually  before  their  ports  to  watch  and  pur- 
fue  them,  which  is  exceeding  dangerous,  if 
not  impraflicable  in  thofe  feas.  We  fliall  be 
out  of  the  way  of  all  intelligence,  and,  if  we 
fhould  by  chance  have  it,  in  all  likelihood  (hall 
be  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  it ;  befides,  I 
am  told,  there  are  but  few  winds  with  which 
/hips  can  get  in  or  out  of  Port-Mahon,  and, 
when  they  are  once  there,  the  paflage  is  fo  nar- 
row that  a  very  fmall  fquadron  can  keep  the 
greateft  from  falling  out. 

Bat  I  think  nothing  is  plainer,  than  that  it 
will  be  exceeding  difficult,  if  not  impoilible,  to 
keep  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  without  the  pofTeiH- 
on  of  Gibraltar,  at  leaft  it  will  be  more  expen- 
five  to  us  than  both  are  now  ;  efpecially  if 
France  and  Spain  fliould  join  again ;  which 
event,  I  think,  we  ought  to  keep  always  \v^ 
view,  for  then  Gibraltar  will  be  the  only  re- 
fource  we  have  to  carry  on  any  trade  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  to  prevent  the  union  of  the 
French  2^rA  Spanijh  fleets  with  themfelves  or  each 
other. 

All 
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AH  the  objeitions  (and  many  more)  which  I 
have  before  made,  againft  the  facility  of  a  com- 
nmnlcation  of  the  different  ports  of  France  and 
Spain  with  one  another,  will  be  frronger  again (l 
us;  for  they  have  others  near  to  Gibraltar y 
where  fleets  may  lie  fafe,  and  have  a  chance 
to  efcape  us,  by  catching  at  favourable  oppor- 
tunities, and  the  advantage  of  winds ;  whereas 
we  muft  run  all  hazards,  and  truft  to  our 
ftrength  alone,  without  any  harbour  to  retreat 
to,  in  cafe  of  ftorms  or  other  accidents. 

What  means  have  we  of  fending  naval 
flores  and  recruits  to  our  garrifons,  and  of- 
ten provifions  for  them,  without  a  port  to 
prote(5i:  us  during  a  thoufand  leagues  fail- 
ing ?  Portugal  will  not  be  fuifered  to  receive 
or  relieve  us,  and  then  we  muft  run  the  gant- 
let by  fingle  ftiips,  with  fcarce  a  chance  to 
efcape,  or  fend  convoys  upon  the  fmalleft  oc- 
cafions,  capable  of  fighting  the  united  Frmch 
and  Spanljh  power ;  which  will  be  actended 
with  fuch  difficulties  as  muft  be  allowed  unan- 
fwerable  arguments  in  the  m'u.hs  of  a  cor- 
rupt miniftry  to  fell  that  too,  when  a  fair  chap- 
man appears. 

But  it  is  not  only  my  own  opinion,  but 
that  of  much  better  juages,  that  thefe  two 
important  pofls  might  be  kept  with  little 
charge    to    England^    even    without    balancing 

the 


A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.         257 

the  advantages  we  receive  by  them  :  Me- 
thlnks  it  fhould  be  worth  the  thoughts  and 
leifure  of  a  Britljh  parliament  to  a(lc  a  fev7 
queftions  concerning  them,  (viz.)  Upon  what 
foundation  they  ftand  f  What  becomes  of  their 
revenues  ?  Whether  applied  to  the  benefit  of  their 
governors,  or  to  the  public  ?  What  protedtion  the 
people  there  meet  with,  and  what  civil  govern- 
ment is  eftabliihed  amongft  them,  and  how  the 
military  inlerferes  with  it  ?  I  doubt  not  but  thefe 
queftions  will  be  anfwered  to  fatisfa6lion  :  and 
the  diredlors  of  our  afrairs,  when  the  public 
occafions  will  give  them  leave  to  open  their 
fchemes,  have  propofals  ready  to  lay  before  our 
reprefentatives,  which  will  make  thofe  towns, 
and  the  iiland  belonging  to  one  of  them,  as  ufe- 
ful  to  the  public  as  they  have  been  hitherto 
to  their  governors,  and  fome  others.  1  am 
perfuaded,  if  they  were  made  frse  ports,  v/here 
all  nations  might  f.nd  encouragement  and  fe- 
curity,  they  v/ould  focn  grow  fo  rich  and  pow- 
erful, as  in  a  great  meafure  to  pay  for  their  own 
prote£lion,  Gihr altar  lies  much  more  fortu- 
nately for  trade  than  Leghorn:^  Vv^hich  itands  out 
of  the  v/ay,  and  m  a  corner  ^  and  yet,  I  am 
told,  the  fingle  advantage  of  a  iv^Q  port  renders 
that  town  one  of  the  greatefl  articles  in  the 
grand  duke's  revenue. 

This   is   the  circumftahce,    thefe    the  advan- 
tages of  our  keeping  the  poffefli^^n  of  Gibraltar, 

OuJT 


25^      "  ^  Cordial  fir  Low  SpiRrrs. 

Our  enemies,  and  our  allies  too,  know  them, 
and,  I  doubt^  dread  them  ;  and,  I  thank  God, 
the  nation  knows  them  -,  and  that  we  could 
have  had  no  tolerable  fuccefs  in  the  laft  or 
prefent  war  without  this  town  ;  therefore  I 
cannot  fufpe^t  that  (o  wife  and  honeft  a  miniftry 
will  take  any  fuch  ftep  without  the  advice  of 
parliament. 

We  ought  not  to  be  furprized  if  the  nations 
of  Europe  and  Afnca  fhould  wifh  it  in  hands 
lefs  potent  at  Tea,  and  who  would  confequently 
enjoy  it  more  harmlefly  to  its  neighbours :  it  muft 
be  undoubtedly  terrible  to  any  people  who  would 
be  our  rivals  in  trade  or  naval  power,  or  indeed 
to  any  ftate  that  afpires  to  empire,  which  can 
never  be  accomplifhed  without  fleets  as  well  as 
armies. 

But  fure  we  are  not  fallen  Into  fuch  contempt 
with  our  enemies,  our  neighbours,  or  our  allies, 
nor  can  they  have  fo  mean  an  opinion  of  our 
{tx\(t  and  difcernment,  and  the  integrity  of 
our  flatefmen,  as  but  to  hint  fu9h  a  thing  to 
them. 

If  we  part  with  Gibraltar^  to  what  purpofe  ' 
have  we  made  war  ?  To  what  purpofe  beftowed 
great  fums,  and  gained  great  vi6tories  ?  Have 
we  beat  the  enem,y,  and  forced  them  to  beg 
peace,  and  yet  muft  bribe  them  to  accept  of  it  ? 
Have  we  conquered,  and  fhall  they  give  terms* 

and 
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ind  get  towns  by  lofing  battles  ?  Or,  if  we  do 
not  part  with  Gibraltar  for  the  fake  of  peace, 
pray  what  conridcration  are  we  to  receive  for 
the  fake  of  Gibraltar  F  Sure  we  do  not  make 
war  only  for  our  allies,  and  leave  our  allies 
to  make  peace  for  us  -,  and  peace  and  war  arc 
not  both  made  at  our  cofts  and  charges. 

We  have  given  no  jealoufy  or  offence  to 
our  allies,  in  applying  any  part  of  our  force 
to  the  rVeJi  Indies,  or  in  feizing  and  planting 
countries  there,  as  the  Frettch  have  done, 
but  have  afted  a  faithful,  expenfive,  and  ha- 
zardous part  for  our  allies  ;  and,  while  our 
fhips  of  war  have  been  employed  for  them, 
our  merchant  fhips  have  fallen  by  fcores  into 
the  hands  of  pirates,  for  want  of  fufficient 
convoys.  Our  whole  Guiney  trade  has  been 
loft  this  year  by  that  means,  there  being,  as 
I  am  told,  not  one  man  of  war  to  fpare^ 
from  the  fervice  of  the  confederates,  to  defend 
it.  Our  trade,  in  every  other  branch  of  ky 
fufFers  not  a  little  from  this  fidelity  of  ours 
to  our  foreign  friends.  I  fay  nothing  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  our  manufactures,  and  of  our 
poor  :  it  is  too  mournful  and  too  manifeft. 

Has  any  Engllfn  miniftry  -ever  prefumed  to 
propofe  to  the  King,  to  deliver  up  the  dutch ies 
of  Bremen  and  Verden^  in  order  to  procure 
a  peace   in  the  North,   to  fettle  the  io    much 
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defired  balance  of  power  there,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  charge  to  England  of  fending  out 
annual  fleets  at  a  very  great  expence  ?  And 
yet,  it  is  faid,  his  majeily,  before  the  laft 
treaty  v/kh  Siveden^  pretended  no  title  to  thofe 
eountrles,  but  a  mortgage  from  a  prince,  who 
had  no  other  himfeJf  than  conquefl.  And  dares 
any  one  propofe  to  a  Britijh  King  the  delivering 
up,  to  a  baMed  and  fubdued  enemy,  the  mofl:  im- 
portant place  in  the  vi^orld  to  the  trade  and 
naval  empire  of  England,  the  key  of  the 
Mediterranean^  the  terror  of  our  enemies,, 
and  the  bed  pledge  of  our  near  friendfhips  5 
and  this  too  after  vi'e  have  an  undoubted  title 
to  it,  to  which  thofe  nations  are  guarantees,, 
who  have  the  greateft  intereft  to  wreft  it  out 
of  our  hands  ? 

But  to  whom  jfiiall  this  great  and  moll  im- 
portant concelHon  be  made  ?  Not  to  a  pro- 
voked, vanquifhed,  and  inveterate  enemy,  to 
enable  him  to  revenge  the  aitronts  he  has  re- 
ceived :  It  cannot  be  in  compliment  to  the 
emperor,  for  whom  we  are  conquering  king- 
doms and  provinces  j  nor  to  the  Dutch,  who 
would  not  move  to  our  affiftance,  but  have 
laid  ftill,  taking  advantage  of  our  misfortunes, 
and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  our  labour  and  ex- 
pences  :  much  lefs  can  we  fuppofe  it  fhould  be 
done  in  favour  of  France, 
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I  confefs  there  are  many  reafons  why  they 
fhould  defire  it ;  but  they  are  unanfwerable 
reafons  too  why  we  (hould  hear  fuch  a  pro- 
pofition  with  horror.  Every  true  EngU/Joman 
muft  tremble  at  the  growing  power  of  France^ 
to  fee  it,  like  the  phcenix^  rife  young,  frefb, 
and  vigorous,  out  of  its  own  adies :  It  is  as 
terrible  as  amazing,  to  behold  a  defpotic  go- 
vernment in  a  few  months  pofTefled  of  the 
greateft  credit  which  ever  appeared  in  the 
world,  and  to  clear  itfelf  of  an  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debt,  without  paying  one  penny ; 
and  this  dona  too,  not  by  an  a£l  of  power 
but  by  the  confer  t  and  spplaufe  of  the  whole 
kingdom.  New  fleets  are  building,  new  ar- 
mies raifing,  new  countries  planting,  new  pro- 
vinces conquering,  whilft  we  have  been  load- 
ing the  public  with  new  debts,  nev/  falaries, 
new  penfions,  and  no  method  as  yet  propofed 
(I  will  not  fay  thought  of  J  to  eafe  our  bur- 
thens. 

Sure  thefe  cannot  be  reafons  to  take  fuch 
a  thorn  out  of  the  foot  of  France,  and  to 
remove  fuch  an  obflacle  to  their  greatnefs  : 
The  enterprizing  genius  of  that  nation  is  as 
well  known,  as  it  is  formidable  to  all  its 
neighbours,  but  in  particular  to  us.  I  would 
afk,  in  cafe  of  a  new  rupture,  what  refource 
W€  have  but  in  our  fleets,  and,  by  the  help 
of  Gibraltar^  to  make  it  impra^icabk  for  their 
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fquadrons  in  the  ocean  and  Mediterranean  to 
join  ?  We  know,  by  woful  experience,  what 
help  we  are  to  expc£t  from  our  allies,  when 
we  have  no  more  millions  to  give.  We  are 
not  able  to  keep  great  ftanding  armies  at  home, 
nor  is  it  confident  with  our  liberty  to  do  fo ; 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  take  every  meafure 
to  increafe  our  naval  firength,  and  to  put  new 
bridles  upon  thofe  who  are,  or  may  foon  be 
our  rivals. 

The  nation  in  the  world  whofe  power  we 
have  mod  reafon  X.o  guard  againft,  is  that 
of  France^  and  yet  I  do  not  know  by  what  fa- 
tality  it  has  often  fo  happened  that  we  have 
been  the  unhappy  inllruments  of  promoting  it. 
Oliver  Cromwel  gave  the  firft  rife  to  its  great- 
nefs  at  land,  and  king  Charles  the  Second 
at  fea  :  The  late  ^een^^  whofe  heart  was 
intirely  EngUJh^  by  an  ignominious  peace,  re- 
fl-ored  it,  when  it  was  reduced  to  the  loweft 
extremity,  and  muft  have  fubmitted  to  any 
conditions  (he  had  thought  fit  to  impofe.  But 
fure  it  will  never  be  faid  that  a  whig  mini- 
ftry,  the  patrons  of  liberty,  the  conflant  and 
declared  enemies  of  thofe  proceedings,  fhould 
a£t  fo  far  in  defiance  of  all  their  known  prin- 
ciples, as  voluntarily  and  unconftrained,  in 
the  midft  of  our  victories,  to  throw  away 
any  part  of  that  national  fecurity,  which  even 
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the  late  betrayers  purchafcd  at  the  expence  of 
their  country's  honour  (and,  I  doubt  was  no 
other  wife  to  be  had)  and  which  are  the  only 
rewards  and  recompence  of  a  tedious,  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  glorious  war,  carried  on  at  an 
immenfe  expence  of  blood  and  treafure,  of 
which  we  and  our  pollerity  fhall  long  feel  the 
fevere  efFedls. 


REMARKS 


REMARKS 

O  N     T  W  O 

CHARGES, 

DELIVERED 

By  Dr.  Smallbroke,  Lord  Biftiop  of 
Litchfield  and  CGventrVy  to  the  Cler- 
gy of  his  Diocefe. 

WHEREIN 

The  Danger  of  the  Church,  from  the 
Progrefs  of  Liberty,  and  its  Indepen- 
dence upon  Civil  Government  are  con- 
fidered. 

^i^^^^i— *illl  III!      I  I         ■1«  —  — II     I     ■!■■■    ^1— ^— i—— — — l^— — — ,^M<ii— — ^i— — — — ^ 

In  a  LET  FER  to  his  Lordship. 
By  a  Friend  to  Truth  and  Liberty. 

lUi  qui  mode  prasfunt  in  Ecclefiis,  plurimum  funt; 
Fures  &  Latrones,  plus  Exaftores  quam  Paftores, 
plus  Spoliatores  quam  Tutores,  plus  Madatores 
quam  Cuftodes,  plus  Perverfores  quam  Do£tores, 
plus  Sedudoresquam  Dudores ;  ifti  funtNuntiiAn- 
tichrifti,  Subverfores  Ovium  Chrifti.  Albert  ia 
Johan. 
Rara  Temporum  Felicltas,  ubi  fentire  quae  velis,  & 
quse  fentias  dicere  licet.     Tacit. 

From  theSEcOND  Edition, printedin  theyeari740* 
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My  Lord,  ^ 

AVING  lately  met  with,  where  I  le aft 
expelled  any  thing  of  fuch  a  nature,  fome 
fragments  of  two  charges^  delivered  by 
your  Lordihip  to  the  clergy  of  your  diocefe,  my 
curiofity  led  me  to  enquire  after  and  perufe  the 
performances  throughout.  You rLordihip's  known 
(kill  and  zeal  in  all  the  branches  of  church^heraU 

N  2  dr^ 

*  The  following  is  an  exa£l  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Df, 
SmallhrokCf  Lord  Bifiiop  of  Litchfield  and  Co'ventryy  to  the  Parfon 
of  Stone  in  Stqfordfijire,  as  it  was  taken  from  the  original  by  Mr» 
Oiveriy  the  author  of  thefe  remarks. 

Rev.  Sih,  DeanV-yard,  Weftminfter,  April  i,  i-Ji^, 

J  hope  you  have  received  by  my  fervant  a  pamphlet  lurote  by  way 
ofanfiver  to  a  mofi  jcurr'iloui  I'lhel  nvrote  by  otie  Mr.  Owen,  not  only 
again/}  myfelf,  but  liketvife  all  the  bi/hops  and  clergy  and  ejiablijhtd 
thurch.  He  is  a  diJJ'enting  minifier  of  Bridgnorth  in  Shrop/hire  } 
hut  being  turned  out  there  lives  now  at  Walfall,  andaints,  as  I  am 
1»l4y  to  be  preacher  to  the  dijj enters  at  your  par  ijh  of  Stone.  1  dejire 
thereupon  you  ivill  apprise  the  difjtnters  in  your  parijh  end  rovad 
about  of  the  true  charaBer  ofthefaid  Mr,  Owen  ;  and  that  for  fuch 
ruijoni  yoHiviil  binder,  at  far  ai  you  can,  the  f aid  gentleman  from 
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dry  and  power ^  your  profound  erudition,  and 
exad  knowledge  of  all  the  fables  of  the  ancients 
concerning  hobgoblins  and  fairies  ;  of  their  whims, 
allegorical  reveries,  and  caballiftical  dreams  and 
vifi'ons,  joined  with  a  warm  ^.ni^fmcerey  I  cannot 
f^y  dijintere/ied  concQua  for  the  eflablifhment  of 
tithes  and  orthodoxy,  very  much  raifed  my  atten- 
tion. Upon  the  perufal  it  appears  that  liberty 
would  be  in  as  imminent  danger  from  your  lord- 
Jhip's  model  of  Chriflianity,  as  you  apprehend  the 
church  to  be  from  the  progrefs  of  liberty,  and  the 
downfall  of  ufurpation,  tyranny,  fuperflition,  and 
fpiritual  bondage.  Without  any  fervile  fear  there- 
fore, though  were  I  to  pay  fuch  a  flavifh  refpedl 
to  any,  I  know  none  that  would  be  more  defervin^ 
of  it  than  your  lordjhip  :,  I  fhall  examine  fome  of 
the  moft  material  particulars  contained  in  thefe 
charges  to  your  clergy.  Had  either  of  them  fallen 

fooner 

fettling  or  being  encouraged  In  your  par'ijh  or  ne-gbhowhood,    Tpall 
be  glad  to  bear  from  you  on  this  occajion,  and  am^ 

Sir, 
Your  faithful  brother 

and  humble  fervant,  ' 

Richard  Litchfield  and  Coventry » 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stehbing,  Minifler  of  Stsne,  in  Stajfordjhirt, 

Free 

Richard  Litchfeld  and  Coventry* 

Mr,  Owen^s  copy  is  in  my  hands, 

JR,  Baren* 
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fooner.into  my  bands,    it  might   have   engaged 
earlier  animadverfions. 

Prohably  it  will  be  urged,  it  is  wfidelity  or  worfe,. 
toexpoOulate  on  any  points  of  this  nature  with  a 
bifhop  of  the  church.     It  is  allowed  an  awful  de- 
ference is  due  to  your  lord/hip,  and  thofe  of  your 
lordfhip's  character,  whofe  peculiar  province  is, 
to  be  in  the  rights  and  whofe  bufinefs,  is  never  tOr 
he  m'lftaken.     Thefe  are  blelUngs  of  an  uncommon 
fize,  when  held  without  the  abfttrd  claims  of  infal- 
libility.    Hut  fllll  as  Chrijiiam  it   is  our  right,  a» 
protejlants,  it  is  our  privilege^  and  z^  Englijhmen^  it  is 
QMX  glory^  that  we  dare  judge  for  ourfelves  in  mat- 
ters of  faith  and  religion.     When  we  confider  our- 
felves under  thefe  feveral  relations,  there  can  bena 
virtue  in  blind-folding  our  underftandings.   Pallive 
obedience    is    equally  odious  in  church  and  Jiate^ 
whether  it  be  to  the  will  of  an  arbitrary  prince^  or 
the  ditS^ates  of  a  tyrannical  clergy,     I  need  offer  no 
farther  apology  for  the  honeft  freedom  I  fhall  ufe 
in  the  following  addrefs  to  your  lordfliip. 

In  the  introdusSlion  to  your  firft  charge,  it  is  ob- 
Cerved,  "  that  *  the  good  providence  of  God  rc- 
*'  moved  you  from  your  former  diocefe  to  your 
"  native  country."     I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to 

N  3  en- 
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enquire  whether  it  was  a  g©od  providence  to  your 
lord/hip,    or  to   the  clergy   of  that  diocefe  you 
were  removed  from,  or  to  both  together.  But,  my 
lord,  you  muft  allow  me  to   be  a  little  ludicrous 
irpon  proper  occafions.     It  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
country  clergyman,  who,  upon  leaving  the  flock 
committed  to  his  charge,  obferved,  in  your  lord^ 
fijip's  dialect,  thzX  i\it  good  providence  oi  Qod  had 
remeved  him.— ~— A  poor  parifii-boy  tookoccafion 
to  afk  the  reverend  amhajfador^  if  providence  had 
called  him  to  a  lejfer  benefice,  or  a  more  advanta^ 
geoiis  fituation.     To  the  laiier  be  fure,  replies  the 
inan  of  God  ;  fo  I  concluded,  fays  he,  or  provi- 
dence might  have  called  tvQX  fo  loudzn^i  long  before 
you  would  have  condefcended  to  have  given  it  an 
anfwer.     The  lad  you  will  admit  muft  be  one  of 
Woolflon^i  difciples,  and    was  Aiding  toward  infi- 
delity apace.     What  will  become  oi priejily  prero^ 
gaiivey  if  men  arefuffered  to  makefuch  faucy  and 
wicked  refledlions  ?  but  the  application  I  leave  to 
your  lordjhip  and  the  intelligent  reader. 

In  the  next  page*  you  go  on  thus  5  "  Ifhallnow 
**  proceed  to  another  fubje(Si  that  is  too  feafonable 
**  in  our  prefent  circumftances  to  be  paft  over  in 
*'  filence  5  I  mean,  upon  due  confideration  of  the 
^*  ftate  of  our  national  church.  I  fhall  now  fhcw 
**  how  we  may  moft  effectually,  in  our  feveral  fta- 

"  tipns, 
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"  tions,  contribute  to  its  fupport,  and  be  beft 
"  qualified  for  the  defence  of  it,  againft  the  open 
'*  attacks,  and  dark  defigns  of  its  adverfaries,  of 
*'  whatever  denomination." 

What  !  the  church  in  danger^  my  lord  ?  the 
perfection  of  beaut}',  and  the  joy  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  ^/^7-^^,  in  6'^;?^^;*  of  falling  ?  iffo,  it  is 
reafonable  that  the  folemnities  of  the  pulpit  fliould 
propagate  the  alarm,  give  authority  to  our  fears, 
and  that  in  ourfeveral  ftations  we  fhould  exert  our 
jointendeavours  to  remove  them.  But  whence,  my 
lord,  arlfe  thefe  chimerical  reprefentations  ?  have 
we  not  a  prince  on  the  throne,  whofe  good  incli- 
nations, as  well  as  royal  word^  engage  him  to  pre*^ 
ferve  inviolably  the  liberties  of  all  his  fubje^ls  ? 
are  we  not  happy  under  his  aufpicious  government 
in  ih.Q  free  pofjejjion  of  many  valuable  bleffings  ? 
have  we  not  perfons  of  great  worth  and  integrity, 
that  fit  at  the  helm,  and  if  there  are  any  there  of  a 
different  charaSler^  yet  they  have  been  always  true 
to  their  principles  and  the  times,  and  as  tenacious  of 
the  rights  of  the  church,  as  your  lordjhip  ?  have 
not  all  the  vifionary  fchemes  of  a  rival  pretender 
to  the  crown,  been  long  fince  baffled,  and  his 
hopes  blafted  for  ever  ?  are  our  national  concerns 
in  this  happy  fituation,  and  yet  the  national 
church  groaning  under  the  bittereft  extremity  and 
diftrefTes  ?  — -  You  would  not  have  it  bdieved 
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that  wKen  our  rights  and  properties  are  moft  fe.- 
cure^  when  the  wifeft  laws  are  enacSted,  and  thofi? 
laws  executed  whhoutpariialityoi  ccrri^ption ;  when 
rea/on  triumphs  over  craft  and  fuperjiiiion,  your 
lordfnip  would  not  have  it  believed,  that  under  Tuch 
circumflances  the  church  is  in  the  greateft  dan- 
ger ?  Can  the  church  never  be  ilife,  unlefs  the 
^aivsy  learning  and  liber  lies  of  the  nation  are  brought 
into  wreck  and  ruin  ?  thefe  ill-timed,  or  in  your 
lordfnip's  phrafe,  feafonable  alarms,  may  fill  the 
minds  of  the  clergy  with  fedition,  and  their  mouths 
with  rage  and  clamour  :  but  can  they  ever  con- 
tribute to  recommend  virtue,  to  efta.blifli  rational 
piety  and  religion  ? 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  cry  of  the  danger  of  the 
church,  has  always  been  made  ufe  of  more  or  lefs 
In  exa£i  proportion  to  the  progrefs  of  common  fenfe, 
and  the  decknfion  of  a  fpirit  of  bigotry  and  bon- 
dage. But,  my  lord,  fuch  reports  come  with  an 
ill  grace  from  theynVW^  of  the  church,  how  en- 
tertaining foever  they  may  prove  to  its  enemies. 
The  church  of  C^r//?  encountered  thefeverell;  diflj- 
culties,  and  the  vi^armell  oppofition.  -  It  had  net 
only  the  magijlracy^  but  the  mob  and  the  prlejt^ 
hood  \  the  high -church  dignitaries  of  the  'Jewijh 
conflitution,  joined  in  a  confpiracy  againil  it  ; 
yet  the  fpiritual  weapons  of  truth,  honefty,  apd 
difintereflednefs  overpowered  them  all.  And  as  to 
future  ages,  we  are  exprefly  foretold,  the  gates  of 
hell  ihall  never  prevail  againft  it.  -  What  mean^ 

thi5,. 
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this,  my  lord  !  are 'the  interefts  of  the  church  o^ 
Chri/i,  and  the  church  of  England  not  only  diJlinSf^ 
but  oppoftte  in  their  very  nature  ?  one  always  fafe, 
i\iQ  oihtr  always  \r\  danger  i^  one,  proof  againft  the 
raillery  of  infidels,  and  rage  of  hell;  the-other  trem- 
bling at  the  efforts  of  a  few  hot  headed  enthufiafls 
and  dijjenters  ?  then  furel'y,  according  to  your 
lord/hip's  fchcme,  they  cannot  be  very  near  a-kin. 
However,  I  wrould  be  underftood  to  fpeak  with  due 

revereace  to  the  cojfock, Let  them  be  one  and 

the  fame,  notwithftanding  all  this,  and  what  the 
priefts  have  joined,  let  no  man  put  afunder. 

About  the  time  your  lordfhip's  firft  charge  was 
delivered  to  your  prefent  diocefan  clergy,  among 
others  who  attacked  Chriftianity  with  little  finceri- 
ty,  and  lefs  fuccefs,  Mr.  Woolfton^zn  apojtate  clergy- 
man, was  one  of  the  moft  confiderabiC,  *  whofe 
name  I  prefume  is  not  forgotten  by  your  lordihip. 
Probbaly  his  difcourfes  are  the poifonous  libels  you 
refer  to,  f  *'  againft  the  infeilion  of  which,  pro- 
'*  per-  prefervatives  were  ufed,"  But  what  pre- 
fervatives  did  your  lordfhip  judge  proper  on  that 
occafion  ?  were  you  confcious  of  any  weaknefs  ov 
infufficUncy  in  your  elaborate  and  bulky  defence  of 
Chriftianity,  that  you  fled  for  refuge  to  the  fecu- 
laf  arm,  and  called  to  your  afnftance  the  falutar^ 
aids  oi  a   fine  and  a  dungeon?  I  have  been  in. 

N  5  form- 

»  See  Wooljloni  anfwer  to  the  Bifliop  of  St.  Da-vid,  dediea. 
tsd  to  the  Queen,  \  See  Charge  i.  p.  4, 
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formed,  that  ludicrous  writer  declared  upon  his 
trial,  that  our  late  worthy  metrGpoUtan  expreffed 
himfelfthus,  with  relation  to  that  unchriftian  pro- 
fecution  ;  for  fliould  I  call  it  perfecution,  the 
world  would  never  believe  that  bijhops  had  any 
hand  in  the  matter ;  "  Mr.  Wool/Ion^  I  am  forry  for 
your  fufFerings,  but  had  you  wrote  ten  times  as 
much  againft  Chrljiianity^  withouc  attacking  clerical 
authority  zn^  power i  you  had  been  fafe  and  unmo- 
lejled  ftill/' —  However  that  be,  permit  me  to  ob- 
ferve,  my  lord,  and  with  an  honejl  concern  for  the 
honour  of  Chrillianity  I  fpeak  it,  this  very  con- 
duct; gave  2, greater  reputation  to  Mr.  Wool/lon'&  rt* 
haldry  and  dijiralfion^  than  it  could  otherwife  have 
obtained  ;  and  even  a  greater  than  your  lord/hip* s 
writing  againft  him.  It  is  natural  to  fhew  com- 
panion for  thofe  who  fufFer  for  any  peculiarity  in 
their  notions,  to  be  prejudiced  in  favour  of  their 
caufe,  and  to  exprcfs  a  generous  indignation  at  the 
authors  and  abettors  of  their  fufFerings.  Was  Mr. 
Wooljlon  delivered  over  to  the  jailor,  to  be  buffeted 
for  the  falvation  of  his  foul,  or  the  fuppreffion  of 
his  libels  ?  a  dungeon  could  never  enlighten  his 
underftanding;  and  infidelity  rejoiced  in  fuch  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  fpreading  abroad  the/«- 
glorious  fame  of  his  imprifonment  and  writings ; 
not  to  mention,  that  as  iivi^hjlandsrxoi  in  need^  fo 
li /corns  fuch  wicked  arts  to  fupport  its  authority. 

As  I 
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As  I  have  no  concern  with  the  htfiory  of  the  />«- 
ritansy  I  (ball  take  no  farther  notice  of  your  re- 
marks on  that  head,  than  what  neceflarily  com- 
ports with   my  defigii  to  expofe  the  wickednefs  and 
folly  of  claiming  a  jurifdiclion  over  confcience  ; 
and  invading  the  monarchy^  the  univerfal  monarchy 
of  earth,  as  well  as  heaven.     It  is  obferved,  that 
*  the  long-ago  confuted  pretenfions  of  the  old  piri" 
tanSy  are  brought  afrefh  on  the  ftage.     Were  not 
their  pretenfions  founded  upon  the  fame  principle 
with  the  reformation   itfelf,  the  right  of  private 
judgment^  and  a£ling  according  to  it  in  matters  of 
religion?    will    your   lord/hip     deny  this  ?    who. 
then  confuted  their  pretenfions  ?  no   friends  to  the 
reformation^  to  the  church  of  England,  would  at- 
tempt it ;  and  did  they,  I  hope  your  lordjhip  will 
agr^e  with  me  in  this,  fuch  attempts  would  have 
been  vain  and  fruitlefs.     True,  they   had  many 
wild  antic  extravagances  ^mong  them  ;  and  ^.gloon^y 
idiotifm  that  ufurped  the,  name  of  virtue,  which  ftill 
prevails  amongft  many  of  their  fucceflbrs  and  dif- 
ciples. — They  v/orfliipped  God  zs  if  the  devil  wsls  in 
them  5  but  ftill  the  diftinguifhing  principle  they 
feparated  upon,  was  a  generous  zeal  for  and  a  noble 
attachment  to  the  liberties  of  their  country.     But 
I  forbear,  to  make  way  for   the  danger  of  the 

N  6  churcL. 

♦  Charge  i.  p.  5, 
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church. — \     "  The  virulent    refledllons  on  the. 
"  tworenowned  ArchbiOiops  P^ryf^rand  Whitglft^ 
''  the  late  attempt  on  the  legal  maintenance  of  the 
'«  clergy  by  tithes  ;  thofe  latter  ones  on  the  difci- 
"  pline  of  the  efiablijhed  churchy  and  the  legal  ju- 
''  rifdi(Slion  of  the  governors  of  it,  in  concurrence 
*'  with   the  growth   of  infidelity,  prophanenefs, 
and  immoral ity.-.^ — ^ThQ  numbers  of  thofe  that 
are  unbelievers^  or   ar^  for  no  eftahlijhment  of 
Chriftianity  at  all,  or  are  difaffe5ied  to  the  prefent 
eftahlijhment  o{  \t  amongft  us  j  from  thefe  views 
<*  we  cannot  but  have  fome  melancholy  thoughts 
«'  concerning  the  final  ifTue  and  refult  of  things.**" 
my  lord,  chear  up  your  fpirits,  melancholy  thoughts 
often  ifTue   in    a  fixed  fettled  delirium,     Witnefs 
the  crafifmen  of  Ephefus,     Their  zeal  for   their 
Goddefs,  and  her  filver  fhrines,  foon  improved  it- 
felf  into  a  venerable  frenzy  ^  and  a  confe  crated  riot  ; 
fo  that  they  knew  not  wherefore  they  came  together.. 
The  men  were  mad^  but  ftill  they  were  profound' 
ly  orthodoxy  my  lord. — It  was  not  tlie  Goddefs  that 
they  worfhipped,  but  the  very  obje6l  of  prieflly 
a<loration  throughout    all  fucceffive   ages. — Her. 
filver  jhrines  t  but  the  particulars  referred   to,  de- 
ferve  a  clofer  examination.     Can  a    faithful  hif- 
tory  of  the  charaiSter  of  one  or  two  renowned  tc- 

ck-«^ 
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elellaftics  be  a  reproach  upon   their  order  ?  if  fo,. 
what  the  poet  obferved  as  to  priejis  of  all  reltgionSy 
maybejuftly  applicable  to />r;£/?J  of  all  ages,  that 
they  are  the.  fame;  infpired  with  the  fame  luft  of 
dominion  and  power,  thtfame  thirft  ioi  blood,  the 
fame   zeal  for   knavery    and  perfecution.  —  But 
whatever   your  Ibrdfhip  may  think,  I  cannot  fall 
in  with  fo  wild  an  opinion.     As  truth  can  never 
fufFer  by  exploding  dark  unfcriptural (y^^msy  or  as 
phyfic  can  never  be  brought  into  difgrace  by  a  jufi: 
contempt   of  quacks  and   empirics  ;  fo  neither  can; 
the  church  be  ever  hurt  by  an  honeft  reprefenta- 
tion  of  characters  or  hdis  that  tend  neither  to  its 
fecurity  or  honour.     "  The  late  attempt  on  the 
legal  maintenance  of  the  clergy  by  tithes,"  like- 
wife  awakens  your  lordjhip's  refentments.     Soppo- 
fing,  my  lord,  there  had  been  any  regulations  o£ 
tithes,  woultl  this   have  brought  the  church  into 
danger  ?  would  there   be  no  priefts,  no  bi/hops^ 
were  there  no  tithes^ '  no  efiablijhments  F  is  all  the 
devotion  of  the   clergy  bound    up  in   thefe,    my 
lord  ?  it  feems,  it  is  the  fame  as  to  ecclef  aft ica I  and 
military  fquadrons^    and    that   the  prowefs  of  the 
churchy  as  well  as  of  armies^  depend  upon  good  pay 
and  provif  on ',  and  thofe^  vi^ho  are  enliftcd  into  the 
fcrvice  of  bothalike,  may  fight  for  hire^  but  will 
defert  their  refpe^ive  pofts^  if  there  be  no  o.ther  re- 
ward than  the  profpe6t  of  being  ferviceable  to  theii^ 
country,     put  if  the  church    be  in  any   danger^ 

there 
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there  are  fome  more  probable  reafons  to  be  align- 
ed for  it,  than  thofe  which  are  pointed  at  by  your 
lordfliip.     Is  there  no  danger  from   bigotry   and 
fuperftition  ;  from  church-pride  and  tyranny  ;  from 
the  illegal  and  arbitrary  prctenfions  of  infokni  eccle- 
ftaftics  X  P  is  there  no  danger  of  its  being  brought 
into  reproach  from  bijhops  that  never  preachy  from 
divines  that  never  ft udy,  unlefs  It  be  how  to  aggran^ 
dize  themfelves,  and   opprefs  the  laity^  by   their 
high  exorbitant -claims  as  to  ecclefiaftical  fees  and 
revenues  ?  is   there  no  danger  from  the  rigid  un- 
charitable impofttion  o^ forged  creeds  and  formularies 
upon  the  Chriftian   people  ?  is   there   no  danger 
from  the  clttgY s  fwearing  to,  or  at  \t2S^ Jubfcribing 
doctrines   as  true,  which  they  believe  to  hzfalje 
and  unfcriptural,  and   being  guilty  of folemn  per- 
jury^  in  the  name  of  the  lord  ?  is  the  church  in  no 
danger  from  that  little  aukward  ftiffnefs  and  pe^ 
dantry  of  behaviour  ;  from  t\i?it  fury  which  wears 
the  mojk  of  zeal 'y  from    that  difaffe£iion  to  the 
proteftant  family  on  the  throne,  which  your  lord- 
fhip  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  reigns  among  a  con- 
fid  er  able  part  of  the  inferior  clergy  ?  is  there  no 
danger  when  the  church  has  a  greater  fhare  in  our 
merriments  than  in  our  prayers',  when  our  zeal 

for 

:i^  Of  what  avail  the  abolition  of  Paganlfm,  If  we  ftill  retaia 
the  worft  part  of  it,  aud  have  an  army  of  Chriftian  priefts,  that 
delight  ifl  bloodflxtd  ajid  confwfion  ?    Ch,  i,  p.  a6. 
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for  it  grows  warm  in  our  cups,  hniftagnates  in  our 
devotions  ? — • — Thefe  are  fuch  reafons  for  the 
danger  of  the  church,  as  well  deferved  your  no- 
tice ;  and  which,  my  lord,  as  a  Chriftian  bijhop  at 
leaft,  you  had  done  well  to  confider. — But  I  afk 
pardon,  your  lordfhip's  fears  may  arife  from  ano" 
iher  quarter. 

If  we  take  a  view  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  fecond,  we  ihall  find  that  Infidelity  and  propham^ 
nefs  were  never  fo  rampant  in  the  land  as  then, 
from  the  reformation^  down  to  the  prefent  times. 
Upon  the  reftoration^  the  flood-gates  of  Hell  and 
Rome  feemed  to  be  let  open  upon  us.  And  yet  in 
that  blejfed  ara^  the  church  was  profperous  and 
flouriftiing  ;  the />nVy?j  pampered  with  luxury,  and 
no  complaints  known  of  danger.  But  when  liber^ 
ty  and  King  William  afcended  the  Britijh  throne> 
its  complaints  were  renewed,  and  excepting  a  fhort 
interval  in  the  following  reign,  have  been  con- 
tinued ever  fince. 

Your  lord/hip  complains  of  the  growth  of  infi- 
delity ;  nor,  according  to  the  modern  ufe  of  the 
phrafe,  are  your  lordihip's  complaints  needlefs  \ 
we  have  multitudes  in  this  nation,  and  may  the 
vwimhtx  daily  increafe  !  that  do  not  always  believe^ 
neither  worjhip  the  clergy.  It  has  indeed  been 
the  complaint  of  every  age.  the  former  times 
were  better  than  thefe*    The  cry  is  2&ftali  as  it  is 

i^mmon* 
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common.  But  do  infidelity ^  immorality^  and  pro.-^- 
phanenefs  grow  ?  what  can  be  the  reafon  of  this  ?. 
are  the  clergy^  who  ought  to  be  the  advocates  of 
Chri(lianity,  and ^z^^ris^/Wj  of  our  liberties,  grown 
more  ignorant  than  in  former  times  ?  or  are  they 
grown  more  profligate  and  wicked  r*  do  their  lives, 
make  aiheifts^^  or  their  doSlrines  Jlaves?  whatever 
infidels  may,  pretend,  your  lord/hip  will  not  fuggcft 
this  ?  in  the  body  politic,  wicked  governors  and  a 
corrupt  adminiftration  propagate  corruption  among 
all  inferior  ranks  of  fubjeds  :  and  is  it  not  the 
fame  as  to  religion,  ?-—- Are  the  times  badP.-^ 
It  is  your  lordjhip's^  and  the  clergy's  bulinefs  to 
make  them  better.  It  is  in  your  power  to  reform 
the -world,  to  bring  virtue  into y^/'/W;  and  it  is 
with  an  ill  grace  men  complain  of  evils  that  are  of 
their  own  begetting.  Is  it  matter  of  fa6t  that  the. 
number  of  unbelievers  daily  increafes  ?  what  ac- 
count is  then  to  be  gives  of  the  vigilance  and  con- 
du£ioiii  pompous  fpiritual/oldiery^  retained  for  the 
fervice  of  the  church  and  truth  ?.  are  they  not 
bleiTed  with  national  honours  and  preferments  ? 
is  not  the  world  prejudiced  on  their  fide  ?  have 
they  not  the  advantage  of  a  good  caufe,  and  yet, 
after  all,  an  unequal  match  for  a  few  naked  unbe- 
lievers ?  furely,  my  lord,  they  ill  deferve  to  be 
kept  in  conftant  pay,  who  are  either  too  lazy  to 
light,  or  too  unfkilful  to  conquer,  wh^n  the  oppo- 

fition: 
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fition  is  fo  weak  and  trifling.  Superftitlon  has 
been  generally  the  parent  of  infidelity  ;  and  the 
long-ago  exploded  abfurdities  and  traditions  of  di- 
vine right,  uninterrupted  fuccellion,  ^c,  which 
have  been  vamped  up  afrefh,  and  retailed  abroad 
by  fome  of  our  modern  hierarchical  champions, 
fpeaks  them  better  qualified  to  increafe  the  doubts, 
and  confirm  the  prejudices  of  unbelievers,  than  to 
fatisfy  and  remove  them.  When  the  noftrums  of 
a  party  are  dreiled  up  as  the  elTentials  of  Chriftian 
worfliip,  no  wonder  if  perfons  of  volatile  difpoli- 
tions  (hould  confound  truth  and  error,  and  reject 
Chriflianity  itfelf  as  an  impofiure. 

But  are  our  •reftkfs  ad  verferies  abroad  waiting 
for  the  advantages  tbey  reap  from  the  profpecSt  of 
confufion  at  home  ?  Still  it  is  your  Lordihip's  and 
the  clergy's  bufmefs  to  difappoint  their  hopes. 
Have  we  confufions  at  home  ?  remove  the  caufe^ 
the  effect  will  ceafe  of  courfe.  Who  more  likely 
to  propagate  confufion,  than  they  who  raife  a 
tumultuous  alarm  of  the  danger  of  the  church.  ? 
Who  would  eftablifb  a  prelatical  jurifdicSlion  on  a 
hvel  with  the  civil conjiitution  itfelf  and  confequent- 
ly  reprefent  the  church,  as  impeded  with  a  power 
to  d€ftroy,as  well  as  favev  to  excommunicate  prin- 
ces, as  well  as  pardon  and  abiblve  them  I  Inflead 
of  this,    exert  your  influence,  my  lord,  to  heal 

flrifc, 

♦  Charge  i,  f ,  6. 
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Mfe,  and  unite  proteftants  :  put  an  end  to  the  un- 
chai;itable  differences  among  them,  recommend 
principles  of  love  and  benevolence,  not  to  ad^//?z«- 
gu'ijhing  feSf  or  party,  but  to  the  whole  race  of 
mankind  ;  cultivate  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  cha- 
rity toward  Chriftians  of  different  fentiments  and 
denominations  5  refign  all  authoritative  claims  over 
confcicnce,  and  let  the  clergy  ceafe  from  invading 
the  rights  of  their  fellow-creatures,  and  the  fole 
prerogative  of  the  deity  ;  give  up  the  rigid  impo- 
fition  of  things  confefTedly  indifferent  in  thejr  own 
nature,  and  make  the  gates  of  the  church  as  wide 
as  the  gates  of  heaven. 

In  Page  8,  your  Lordfhip  obfcrves,  that  *'  wc 
**  live  in  an  incredulous  age,  that  much  in- 
**  dulges  fcepticifm,  and  difputes  the  grounds  of 
**  faith  that  have  been  all  along  received."  AfTert- 
ing  the  right  oi  private  judgment^  and  denying  the 
infaUihility  of  the  church,  may  perhaps  be  repre- 
fented  as  incredulity  by  your  lordfhip.  But  wa- 
ving that,  let  an  honefi  reverence  be  paid  to  no- 
tions that  have  been  received  ;  yet  I  hope  your 
lordfhip's  faith  is  not  fettled  merely  upon  tradi- 
tion.—  Let  that  be  the  boafled  unenvied  claim  of 
a  corrupt  hierarchy  and  priejicraft ;  but  all  good 
proteftants  will  build  their  faith  upon  a  nobler 
foundation,  fcepticifm  can  never  prove  as  injurious 
to  Chriflianity,  (what  it  may  to  the  church,  you 
are  befl:  able  to  determine)    as  credulity  and  an 

implicit 
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Implicit  obedience.     Enquiring  into  the  grounds  of 
faith  cannot  weaken,  but  confirm  and  eftablifhits 

authority. 1  agree  that  we  ought  to  be  always 

ready,  and  I  a^d  able,  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every 
one  that  afks  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
*«  We  ought  to  be  prepared  to  evince  the  grounds 
''  and  neceflity  of  reforming  the  church  of  Eng^ 
*'  land,  from  the  idolatries,  fuperftitions,  and  u- 
**  furpations  of  the  Romi/h  communion,"  But^ 
ought  we  not,  my  lord,  in  this  to  be  confiftent 
with  ourfelves  ?  Or  of  what  avail  to  deliver  an  ela- 
borate charge  againjl  popery  ^  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  for  eftablifhing  a  protejiant  popery  at  home  ? 
To  dethrone  his  hoUnefs,  and  fet  up  in  his  room 
an  infallihility  of  your  own  at  Litchfield  or Lamheth^ 
to  defend  our  church  upon  the  authority  of  thofe 
very  principles  you  explode  as  to  the  Romijh  church 

and  communion  ? Put  the  cafe,  out  of  re- 

fpe£l  to  your  lordfhip,!  will  not  urge  it  as  fa£l,that 
when  you  had  condemned  bowings  and  proftra- 
tions  to  faints,  incenfe  before,  and  falutations  to 
their  images  *,  the  grave  paftoral  charge  being 
concluded, you  (very  confidently,  my  lord)  tacked 
about,  and  made  a  right  reverend  bow  to  the 
altar.  It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  it  is  out  of  gratis 
tude,  an  acknowledgment  of  favours,  and  a  /r/- 
ifute  paid  for  the  gold  received  from  the  altar. 

But 

*  Chargs  z.  p.  ^. 
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But  ftill  would  not  your  lordflalp's  condu£l  in 
fuch  a  cafe  deftroy  all  the  force  of  your  reafon^ 
ings  ?  Spedlators  will  conclude  that  you  harangue 

for  pay^  but  a(^  upon  principle, —  I  remember 

what  I  once  heard  from  your  lordfhip,  "  fpe^cuh'- 
"  five  notions  are  loft  upon  the  generality  of  man- 
*'  kind,  hui  exampl/hdiS  its  injustice  od  the  raean- 
*'  eft  capacity," 

The  next  particular  that  deferves  notice,  is  yoar 
obfervation  *,  "  that  we  ought  to  have  juft  ap- 
"  prehenfions  of  the  judgments  of  God  upon  us, 
"  removing  our  candleftick,  for  our  moft  ftiame- 
**  ful  abufes  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  our 
"  preferring  the  return  of  heatlien.ifm  both  in  prin- 
'*  ciple  and  practice  to  a  divine  revelation."  I 
would  hape  your  lordfhip  doth  not  mean  this  of 
the  clergy,  to  whom  your  charge  is  particularly 
directed.  ]f  this  reprefentation  be  matter  of  fadl, 
I  am  forry  for  it,  my  lord  :  with  all  reverence 
to  your  facred  charadler,  I  would  willingly  believe 
that  in  this  one  injtance  it  is  pojjible  for  you  to  be 
miffaken.  But  if  you  fhall  infift  upon  it,  I  muft 
fubmit  to  your  lordihip's  fuperior  judgment. 
However,  if  fo,  I  find  according  to  your  concef- 
fion,  that  the  priefthood  are  not  fo  zealous  in 
guarding  againft  the  return  of  heathenifm,  as  a- 
gainft  the  lofs  of  fpiritual  tithes  and  jurifdidlion. 

#  Charge  i.  p.  9. 
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It  IS  obvious,  that  the  cry  of  j  udgments,  by  an 
unfeafonable  application,  have  loft  much  of  their 
force  and  terror,  and  have  been  generally  wrefted 
to  fcrve  alike  on  both  fides  of  a  queftion.  Zuin^ 
glius,  a  famous  reformer,  being  burnt  for  herefy, 
it  was  reported  his  heart  was  found  entire  and  un- 
confumed  among  the  afhes.  The  Papifts  urged 
tbat  it  denoted  the  hardnefs  and  obduracy  of  his 
heart ;  the  Proteftants  with  equal  propriety,  that 
is,  none  at  all,  reprefented  it  as  a  fign  of  its  firm- 
ncfs  and  integrity. In  days  of  yore  it  was  be- 
lieved, that  the  entrails  of  beafts  prophefied  ;  and 
birds  chattered  futurity  :  and  is  it  not  equally  mi- 
raculous, that  judgments  fhould  arife  out  of  the 
duft,  and  that  dreams  or  broomfticks  fhould  prog- 
nofticate  the  difpleafure  of  heaven  ?  But,  my 
lord,  if  judgments  muft  take  place;  of  all  judg" 
merits.^  it  is  the  greaieji  to  be  deluded  by  fuch  idle 
zri^  fuperjiitious  notions,  to  indulge  fuch  wild  and 
vlji&nary  fears. 

What  next  offers  to  view,  is  your  lordfhip's 
high  encomium  on  the  ejlahlijhed  epifcopal  church, 
where  you  obferve  that  it  ftands  *  on  a  level  with 
the  civil  conjiitutlon  itfelf.  Only  on  a  level,  my  lord  ? 
A  kind  and  gracious  conceffion  ?  The  church  and 
king,  as  your  Lordjhip  well  knows,  has  been  the 
ioajl  of  orthodoxy  for  fome  ages.     The  mitre  bore 

the 
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the  preheminence,  and  the  crown  truckled  t« 
its  didates.  But  tempora  mutantur  &  ms  muta* 
gnur  in  ilUs» 

It  is  well  known,  how  King  Henry  the  fecond 
was  excommunicated  by  the  pope,  for  affronting  a 
mean-born,  faucy,  feditious,  and  ungrateful  prieft; 
who,  by  his  prince's  iavour,  had  been  promoted 
to  the  higheft  dignities  in  the  kingdom.     Nor  did 
the  vengeance  of  the  church  ceafe  with  the  rebel's 
death.     The  prieft-ridden  monarch  was  obliged 
to'  atone  for  his  former  want  of  docility  and  fub- 
miffion  to  the  holy  fee.    Before  he  could  procure 
an  abfolution,  he  was  fentenced  to  walk  barefoot 
to  the  infamous  rebel,   Thomas  a  Becht's  tomb, 
and  there  was  whipt  and  fcourged  by  a  gang  of 
m^nh  and  villains,   of  the  order  of  St.  Augujline* 
And  in  latter  days  we  have  not  wanted  inftancesof 
ccclefiaftics  that  have  pretended  to  a  kind  of  fove- 
reignty  over  princes.     The  holy  martyr  Laud  or- 
dered, that  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  our  prefentfove- 
reign's  royal  great  grandmother,   and  her  royal 
iflite,  (hould  have  their  names  expunged  out  of  the 
prayers  of  the  church,    which  was  accordingly 
done.     Yet  when  the  church  thus  triumphed  over 
the  civil  conftitution,    that  compleat  churchman 
Echard  2iKuves  us,  that  all  this  time  Ejigland  bad 
a  mighty  fhew  of  glory  and  felicity !  Though  there 
were  fuch  open  and  undifguifed  attacks  upon  the 
proteftant  religion,    yet  the  church  was  then  fo 

far 
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fiar  from  danger,  that  the  fame  reverend  hijlorian 
adds,  it  was  fhining  in  grandeur  !  But  alas  I 
thefe  happy  days  are  over  !  according  to  your 
lordfhips  fcheme,  it  can  never  go  well  with  the 
church,  unlefs  its  friends  are  not  only  allowed  to 
reign  over  confcience,  but  like  true  fons  of  the 
mother  of  harlots ^  to  *  reign  over  the  kings  of  the 
earth.  However,  this  point  deferves  a  clofer  at- 
tention. Whence  is  it,  that  the  church  is  on  a 
level  with  the  civil  conftitution  itfclf  ?  Doth  it  not 
derive  all  its  authority  from  thence  ?  Is  it  not  the 
great  feal  of  England  that  makes  bifhops  ?  Are  the 
clergy  fubjeds,  or  are  they  kings  ?  Perhaps  it 
will  be  faid,  neither  ;  they  arc  Gods^  though  they 
not  only  die^  but  live  too^  like  other  men.  Are  they 
all  bound  by  ih^h  oaths y  I  will  notprefs  their  incli- 
nations into  the  fervice,  to  be  governed  by  the 
laws  ?  to  be  governed  by  them  as  fubjedts  ?  ■ 
But  if  they  are  on  a  level  with  the  civil  conftitution 
itfelf  fhould  any  competition  arife,  are  we  bound 
to  obey  the  prince  and  the  laws,  or  the  church 
and  clergy  ?  Or  has  the  convocation  any  right  to 
meet  and  aiTemble  without  the  royal  licence  and 
authority  ?  Surely  it  has,  if  it  be  on  a  level  with 
the  civil  conftitution  itfelf?  Why  then  will  you,  my 
lord,  and  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  fubmit  in 
fo  plain  a  cafe  to  any  bold  and  arbitrary  encroach- 
ments 

•  Rcvehtionj, 
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ments  on  your  rights,  as  to  fufFer  yourfelves  to  \it 
prdrogued  by  a  pretence  to  royal  authority y    where 
there  is  no  juft  authority  at  all  ?  But  your  lordfhip 
tnay  be  able  to  affign  wife  reafons  for  it.     Howe- 
ver, on  all  proper  occafions^  the  priefthood  are  to 
*'  *  vindicate  thofe  fpiritual  powers  derived  from 
*^  their  great  Mafter.'*      Who  he  is,  your  lord- 
fhip has  not  thought  proper  to  mention  5   but  I 
hope,  my  lord,  you  mean  neither  the />tf/>^,  nor  his  , 
elder  brother  the  devil.     They  are  to  "  vindicate 
"*'  thofe  powers  fo  derived,  by  ihewing  that  they 
*'  are  f  in  their  own  Xi2X\iXQ  diflinSi  from^  and  /«- 
*'  dependent  of  2^  fecular  authority,'"     But  how  is 
this  to  be  done  ?  —  By  mobbing,  trcafon  and  re^ 
beilion?  Though  the  fervent  prayers  of  a  righteous 
man  avail  much,  yet  it  ig  to  be  hoped  that  neither 
the  fervent  prayers  nor  exhortations,  even  of  a  bi- 
lhbp,will  ever  avail  to  put  in  execution  any  fedi- 
tious  fchemes  to  render  the  church  independent  of 
the  ftate,  and  Invefling  the  priefthood  with   au- 
thority to  depofe  emperors  and  princes.  —  But, 
my  lord,  however  men  of  %  dijiinguifhing  charac"- 
ier  buoy  themfelves  up  with  a  notion  of  indepen- 
dence upon  civil  government,  in  point  of  prudence 
they  fbould  take  heed  that  they  do  not  provoke  to 
jealoufy,  that  royal  clemency  which  connives  at 
fuch  arrrogating  claims  and  ufurpations.    Perhaps 

it 
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it  will  be  faid,  thefe  are  vifionary  fears,  fof 

none  are  blefled  with  the  perufal  of  the  writings 
that  propagate  fuch  notions,  but  a  few  diocefafi 
clergy  ;  and  that  fome  modern  epifcopal  charges^ 
the  VQty  reverfe  of  their  authors^ —  never  refide  at 
court,  but  in  the  country.  However,  my  lord, 
while  fuch  fanatical  principles  are  publicly  efpouf- 
ed  and  defended,  you  muftexpe6l  to  be  called  upon 
to  give  fome  confident  account  of  your  conduct. 
When  your  lordfliip  had  the  Holy  Ghoji  conferred 
upon  you  in  ordination,  did  you  not  then  folemn- 
\y  fubfcribe  the  37th  article  of  the  church,  which 
runs  thus.  *-i-  "  The  queen's  majefty  has  the 
"  chief  powei-  in  this  realm  of  England^  and  other 
"  herdominions,  unto  whom  the  chief  government 
*«  ol  all  eftates  of  this  realm,  whether  they  be  ec- 
«  clefiaftical  or  civil,  in  all  caufes  doth  apper- 
"  tain  J  and  is  not,  nor  ought  to  be  fubjedl  to  any 
**  foreign  jurifdiaion."  Have  you  not  folemnly 
fubfcrlbed  this  article,  my  lord  ?  —  But  perhaps 
you  fubfcrlbed  it  as  an  article  o(  peace,  and  not  of 
faith. — Further,  is  it  not  exprefly  ordained  by  the 

canons  of  our  church, "  That  whofoever  fliall 

"  hereafter  affirm,  that  the  king's  majefty  has  not 
«'  the  fame  authority  in  caufes  ecclefiaftical,  that 
"  the  godly  kings  had  among  the  Jews  and  Chrif- 
"  tian  emperors  in  the  primitive  church,  or  im^ 
«  peach  any  part  of  his  regal  fupremacy^  in  the  faid 
•<  caufes  reftored  to  the  crown,:   and  by  the  Jaws 

V^QL.  I.  O  «   Qf 
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*^  of  this  realm  thereiii  eftablifiied  ;  \tt  him  b« 
*'^  excommun'icnte  i:pfifa^%  and  n< '-t  reftbred  but  by 
*'  the  archbifhop,  and  after  his  repentance,  and 
**  public  revocation  of  thofe  his  wicked  errors." 
And  are  not  all,  who  are  confecrated  for  the  fer- 
vices  of  the  altar,  enjoined  by  canon  36,  tofljb- 
fcribe,  "  That  the  king's  majefty,  under  God,  is' 
*'  the  only  fupreme  governor  of  this  realm,  and 
*'  of  all  other  his  highnefs's  dominions  and  coun- 
**  tries,  as  well  in  all  fplrttual  or  eccUfiajViQal 
**  thing$  or  caufes,  as  temporal  5  and  that  no  fo- 
*'  reign  prince,  perfon,  prelate^  (late,  or  poten- 
**  tate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have  any  jurifdifiion, 
<*  power,  fuperiority,  preheminence  or  authority, 
*'  ecclefiaftical  or  fpiritualv  within  his  majefly's  faid 
<«  realms,  dominions  and  countries."  And  accord- 
ing to  the  25  H.  8.  c.  19,  "  the  clergy  of  the  realm 
<«  of  England  have  not  only  acknowledged,  ac^ 
«'  cording  to  the  truth,  that  the  convocations  of  the ' 
*'  fame  clergy  is,  always  hath  been,  and  ought  to 
•^  be  afTembled  only  by  the  king's  writ  5  but  alfo 
<«  fuSjmitting  themfelves  to  the*  king's  majefty, 
•'  have  promifedjin  verho  facerdotis^  that  they  will 
«  never  from  henceforth  prefume  to  attempt,  al- 
*^  ledge,  claim,  or  put  in  ure,  enadl,  promulge, 
•^  or  execute  any  nevv  canons,  conftitutions,  or- 
**  dinances,  provincial,  or  others  ;  or  by  whatfo- 
**  ever  name  they  fhall  be  called  in  convocation, 
♦*  unlefs  the  king's  mofl:  royal  aflent  and  licence 

**  to 
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"  to  them  may  be  had,  to  make,  promulge,  and 
<*  execute  the  fame  ;  and,  that  his  majefty  do  give 
"  his  royal  aflent  and  authority  in  that  behalf. 
"  And  whereas,  divers  conftitutions,  ordinances, 
"  and  canons,  provincial  or  fynodal,  which  here- 
"  tofore  have  been  enabled  ;  and  be  thought  not 
"  only  to  be  much  prejudicial  to  the  king's  prero- 
*'  gative  royal,  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and 
"  ftatutes  of  this  realm;  but  alfo  overmuch  one- 
"  rous  to  his  highnefs,  and  his  fubje6ls,  tffc," 
And  accordingly  ena^s ;  "Be  it  therefore  ena£ted, 
"  by  the  authority  of  this  prefent  parliament,  ac* 
"  cording  to  the  faid  fubmiffion  and  petition  of 
*'  the  faid  clergy,  that  they,  nor  either  of  them 
"  henceforth,  fliall  pre/ume  to  attempt,  alledge, 
"  claim,  or  put  in  ure,  any  conftitutions,  or  or- 
«'  dinances  provincial  or  fynodal,  or  any  other  ca- 
<«  nons,  nor  (hall  ena£l,  promulge,  or  execute 
"  any  fuch  canons,  conftitutions,  or  ordinances 
"  provincial,  by  whatfoever  name  or  names  they 
'«  mav'  be  called  in  their  convocations  in  time  co- 
*^  ming,  which  always  (hall  be  aflfembled  by  au-^ 
/*«  thority  of  the  king's  writ,  ^c."  And  will  your 
lordfliip,  in  defiance  of  a6ls  of  parliament,  in  con- 
tempt of  the  canons  of  the  church,  and  in  direct 
oppofition  to  thofe  articles  you  have  fubfcribed, 
maintain  that  the  church  is  independent  of  the  im^^ 
perial  crown  of  thefe  realms  ? 

O  2  Your 
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Your  lordfhip's  account  of  the  oppoi.       5  10 
ih^  epifcopal  church,  is,  '•  That  *  menti  preju- 
**  dices  are   frequently  too  powerful  for  their  rea- 
*^  fon."     The  remark  in  generaJ  is  certainly  jtrftj 
and  I  humbly  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  rea- 
der, whether  it  will  not  appear  from  the  following 
reflections,  that  your  particular  prepofterous  ap- 
plication of  it  to  others,  doth  not  fpeak  it  in  facb 
the  cafe  of  your  lordfhip.      Few,  my  lord,  are 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  difgrace,  xlifcouragements, 
and  unpopular  notions.     Had  the  enemies  of  the 
church  any  profpe6l  that  their  oppofition  would 
entitle  them  to  biJhoprics\  tranjlations^  pluralities^ 
and  commendams  ;  were  there  ?iny  Jlipends  and  ho- 
nours  annexed  to  their  oppofition  ;  or  were  their 
notions  the  offspring  of  churchmanjlnp  and  hran^ 
dy^  none  at  all  would  be  furprifed  that  their  preju« 
dices  ftiould  be  too  powerful  for  their  reafon. 
But  when  men  expofe  themfelves  to  great  hard- 
fhips  and  difficulties  in  life,  to  a  low  and  penuri» 
ous  fubfiftence,  when  they  prefer  poverty  and  a 
good  confcience  to  wealth  and  power,  it  is  unac- 
countable it  ftiould  be  fuggefted,  that,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  prejudices  are  too  powerful  for  their 
reafon.     Did  they  thirft  after  univerfal  hierarchy, 
and  grafp  at  empire  in  this  worlds  as  well  as  lay 
claim  to  the  keys  oftU  nm\  their  prejudices  in  fup- 

porting 
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portinafuch  mierefied  views,  might  prove  too  pow- 
erful for  their  reafon But  when  we  confider, 

my  lord,  that  the  party  in  the  oppofition  are  ge- 
nerally made  up  o^  confclentious  lUlter  ate  folks  ^  that 
wear  meagre  and  y^7«^//ft'^  complexions,  and  do  not 
court  grandeur  and  popularity  as  much  as  grace 
and  truihy  which  came  by  Chrj/i  Jefus ;  where  is 
the  charity,  where  is  the  confiftence  ;  nay,  where 
Is  the  prudence,  which  may  be  a  vnoxQ  fundamental 
point  with  your  lordfhip,  to  damn  them  whole- 
fale  as  a  race  of  prejudiced  bigots  ?  Was  your  lord" 
Jhip  to  renounce  all  ecclefiaftical  immunities 
and  honours,  to  refign  your  church -preferments, 
ceafe  from  lording  it  in  the  fenate,  and  with  an 
awful  brow  adjufting  the  weighty  concerns  of  the 
nation  ;  were  you  to  defire  to  be  a  bifhop,  as  it 
is  a  good  work i  rather  than  covet  a  bifhopric 
without  any  of  the  work  at  all,  as  it  is  a  good  fat 
thing  \  fome  perhaps  would  then  be  convinced  j 
Kh2X  you  were  prejudiced  agzmd  the  love  of  money, 
but  none  would  ever  fuggeft  that  your  lordfhip, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  was  prejudiced  againft  the  force  of 
conviction. 

Indeed,  fuch  a  fatal  biafs  do  worldly  pomp  and 
greatnefs  put  upon  men's  underftandings,  that 
our  Saviour  feems  to  reprefcnt  it  fmpoffible,  that 
thofe  who  enjoy  them,  fhould  at  the  fame  time  be 
fmcere  admirers  of  truth.  How  can  they  be- 
Keve,  who  receive  honour  one  of  another  f  The 

O  3  emolument* 
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emoluments  of  the  church,  its  confecrated  trea- 
fures  and  trinkets  would  have  been  in  danger, 
c>£ncal  authoiity  and  power  mu/l  c^afe,  if  Chrif- 
tianity  took  place;  and  rather  than  renounce  thefe, 
it  feems,  like  good  churchmen^  they  wpuld  have 
fwore  religion  to  be  a  bubble,  as  well  as  the  Mef- 
fmh  to  hQ2.n  impoftor. 

I  would  not  fupprefs  any  thing,  that  may  give 

pkafiire  to  your  lordiliip.       Among  many  other 

itirprizing  miracles   recorded    in    facred   hiilory, 

Qv.QTklmci^  Incr edible  \x\  its  nature,  is, —  That  a 

great  number  of  priells  became  chedientto  the  faith* 

Perhaps,  my  lord,  you  may  not  think  the  miracle 

fb  great  as  I  reprefent  it  \    but  I  fliall  have  your 

jordibip's  concurrence  when  you  confider,   that 

they  became  obedient  with  a  view  to  glory  ant} 

immortality,  and  not  to  prefent  pay.     Upon  the 

whole,  it  appears  that  when  men  embrace  defpife'd 

unfafhionable  notions,  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe, 

that  reafon  triumphs  over  their  interefts  and  their 

prejudices,  than  that  intereft  truckles  to  prejudice, 

and  prejudice  triumphs  over  reafon. 

In  the  following  page  your  lordfliip  accounts 
for  Jerome^s  opinion  concerning  epifcopacy  ;  by 
obferving  that  y^r^j^;^  entertained  fome  refentments 
againft  yohn^  hijhop  of  yerifalem,  and  therefore 
treated  epifcopacy  with  fome  terms^  of  diminu- 
tion. Might  you  not  have  fald,  my  Lord,  with- 
out mincing  the  mattei",  with  aq  avowed  contempt? 

The 
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The  good  father»>.  it  feems,  was  out  of  humour, 
and  he  muft  ticcds  [mhViih  Jh/emn  lies  to  gratify  h-is 
fpleen  and  paffion.  As  for  my  parr,  I  take  the 
h'[{}:oty. of  ^iif(ote's  errantries,  to  be  a  lively  em- 
blem of  the  wild  romantic  extravagances  of  the 
Fathers.  Nor  am  I  at  all  concerned  either  with 
Jcrom  or  epifcopacy. — — —  But  where  is  the  confif- 
tcnce  of  deifying  \\\q  authority  oi  ihQ  fathers^  Vv^hem 
they  ferve  a  turn,  and  of  reprefenting  them  as 
perfons  of  no  integrity  or  character,  if  they  hap- 
pen to  be  againft  you  ?  Their  authority  is  indifpu- 
table,  if  their  fchemes  tally  with  yours  -,  but  they 
mufl  be  old,  peevijh^  pajftonate^  bigots  or  hypocriteSy 
if  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queflion.-  It  put  me  in 
mind  of  the  humour  of  country  elections,  as  run- 
ning exad^ly  parallel  with  this  behaviour  in  your 
lord  (hip'.  The  abandoned  tools  of  a  party  are 
painted  under  the  venerable  names  of  patriots, 
while  perfons  of  greateft  integrity,  in  different 
principles  and  intcrefls,  are  weak,  corrupt,  crafty, 
or  defigning  ;  or'  to  ufe  the  language  of  Mr.  Ad' 
difon's  fox-hunter,  which  perhaps  may  be  more  a- 
greeable  to  your  lordfhip  *,  "  One  is  a  dog,  an- 
*'  other  is  a  whelp,  another  a  cur,  another  the 
«*  fon  of  a  bitch ;"  under  which  feveral  denomina- 
tions, the  rural  fquire  comprehended  all  thofe 
who  were  attached  to  an  interefl  oppofite  to  his 

O  4  own* 
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own.     Whether  St.  Jerom  has  met  with  a  kind« 
er  fate,  is  very  t%{y  to  be  determined. 

What  next  occurs,  is,  that  as  Toon  as  the  apof- 
ties   left  the   world,    the  *  ««  ordinary  fun^ions 
**  of  their  apoftlelhip  devolved  on  the  bifhops  as 
♦*  governors  of  particular  churches,"  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  the  bifhops  in  thofc  early  days  did  not  ar^ 
rogate  to  themfelves  all  the  lordly  claims  of  fpiri- 
tual  authority.      It  feems  the   province  of  thofe 
who  would  be  the  governors  of  the  unmerfe^    and 
who  have  been  its  plague^  I  do  not  mean  proteflant 
bifhops,  my  lord,  was  originally  to  be  governors 
o^ particular  churches.    But  did  they  as  governors 
lay  claim   to  a  monopoly  of  wealth  and  grace  ? 
Were  they  the  ossly  wife  men,  and  was  ail  wifdom 
io  die  with  them  f    No  5    it  was  to  be  conveyed 
down  in  an  uninterrupted  fucceffion,  to  the  future 
priefls  of  future  ages* -—But  wherein  did  the  <jr- 
dingry  function  of  apofliefhip  confif^  ?  Was  it  not 
in  preaching  the  word  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon  ? 
And  is  this  devolved  upon  the  bifliops  ?  I  fliould 
have  rather  concluded,  that  they  would  be  heirs  to 
the  more  extraordinary  mi raeulous  gifts  of  the  apof- 
tles,  and,  to  prove  their  title  of  inheritance,  fhew 
b.y  their  exan:iple,  that  they  can  vjork  miracles  at 
proper  feafons,  as  it  is  ^  miracle  fox  a  -^  modern 
lifljop  to  preaQh. 

*  Cl^arge  1.  p.  ^3.^ 
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I  (hall  not  examine,  at  prefcnt,  into  what  your 
lord  (hip  has  advanced  concerning  the  importance 
of  ftudying  ecclefiaftical  antiquity.  That  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  fathers  is  nothing  more  than  a  repre- 
fentation  of  a  theological  bear  garden^  is  what  I 
prefume,  my  lord,  you  will  readily  agree  to  ;and 
in  return  to  fuch  a  concefTion,  let  itbe  acknowledg- 
ed, that  men  of  leifure  may  (quander  away  their 
time  decently  and  genteely  upon  them.     But,^^ 

We  are  now  arriving  at  another  period  ;  and  to 
view  "  the  %  cpifcopal  church  as  eftabliftied  by 
•'  law,  when  the  powers  of  the  Roman  empire  be- 
*^  cameChriftian."  I  take  it  for  granted  that  in  your 
Iordfhip*s  phrafe,  the  epifcopal  church  and  chri^ 
/iianity  z\w?iy%  go  for  iynonymous  expreflions.  You 
obferve,  that  before  Chriftianity  was  eftablifiied^ 
*'  §.  it  was  in  an  unhappy  ftate  of  minority."  But 
whether  the  Q\i\iic\\vf)\tx\\\.sft  ate  of  minority  ceafed, 
did  not  like  fbme  other  minors^  when  grown  up  to 
be  their  own  matters,  diilinguifh  itfelf  moreby  its 
pride  and  pojejjionsy  than  by  any  more  valuable 
accompliflimcnts.  I  leave  you  to  confider ; 
whether  it  did  not  ]ikewifea6l  in  open  contempt  of 
the  wife  and  falutary  inftrudions  of  its  old  guardi- 
ans and  friends,  will  perhaps  be  none  of  your 
Igrdjhip's  intereft  to  determine.  But  however  un- 
happy the  church's  ftate  of  minority  may  appear^ 

O  5  it 
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it  muft  be  allowed,  my  lord,  to  be  more  unhapp}^ 
ftill,  iffuch  times  fhould  ever  happen,  when  the 
name  of  the  church  fhall  be  made  an  engine  of 
tyranny  2Ln^  fuperjiition  ;  when  its  authority  ftiali 
fee  urged  to  opprefs  honefty  and  eonfcienee  ;  when 
fuch  notions  are  advanced,  as  that  God  Almigh- 
ty is  only  the  deputy  of  ecclefiaftics,  and  can  con-* 
fer  grace  and  favour  only  with  the  leave  of  the 
lacred  prieflhood,  and  by  the  permifTion  of  my 
lords  theBifliops  i  and  when  thofe  monopolize  ta 
themfelves  the  falvation  of  another  world,  who> 
are  fcarce  worthy  to  live  in  this.  Nor  can  our 
fears  of  fuch  time  be  ill  grounded,  if  what  youE 
iordfhip  maintains  be  true,  ''  that  there  is  fcarce 
*'  honefty  enough  in  the  nation  to  preferve  it  from- 
^^  downright  ruin,"  Perfecutton  was  never  fo  fatal 
to  Chriflianity,  as  the  domineering  claims  of  high, 
churchmen.  Nothing  has  fixed  a  greater  odium^ 
upon  religion,  than  crafty  and  defigning  bigots> 
iiaching  the  InUreft  af  heaven  to  thofe  extravagant 
fooleries  that  fupport  their  own.  But  I  a&  par- 
don, notwithftanding  all  your  zeal  for  a  hierarchjE 
gnd  \.terriers^  I  am  far  from  judging  your  lord* 
ihip  to  be  of  that  number. 

It  is  granted  that  ther«  ought  to  be  %  a  proper 
maintenance  for  the  clergy.-^- — ^  But  what  will 
your  Iordfhip  judge  tobe  proper  on  fuch  an  occa- 

fion  I:' 
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fion  ?  muft  they  have  that  reward  for  worjhipping' 
God,  which  was  offered  our  Savioui'for  worjinpping 
the  devily  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  all  thi- 
glories  thereof.  Muft  their  hire  be  proportionate 
to  the  work,  and  merit,  or  itiuft  the  luzy,  the 
indolent  anJ  unfkiiful  have  all  the  pay,  though 
they  do  nothing  to  earn  it  ?  my  lord,,  were  church 
emoluments  diflributed  in  juft  and  equitable  pro- 
portions, th.cre  would  be  a  handfome  and  liberal 
fubhilence  for  every  parifh  priefl  in  the  nation.  I 
appeal  to  your  lordfliip  as  to  this.  It  is  a  trite  ob- 
fervation,  "  that  the  church  had  golden  prtefts^, 
"  when  it  had  luooden  chalices ;  hut  when  religion. 
'*  brought  forth  wealth,  the  daughter  devoured 
'*  the  mother^**  Yet  notwithftanding  this,  your 
lordfliip  well  knows  that  this  unnatural  monfter,. 
which  preys  upon  that  which  gave  her  birth,  has 
a  multitude  c^  rival  admirers^  and  is  courted,  if 
not  idolized i  by  the  whole  body  of  the  priefthood. 
It  is  true,  many  of  that  venerable  herd  are  under 
ftrait  circumflances  :  let  them  be  relieved  out  o£ 
the  abundance  of  thofe  who  neither  want  nor  de»- 
ferve  it.  There  is  fomething  very  entertaining  in 
Conftantine^s  well-meant  folly  and  devotion  to  the 
clergy,  when  afTembled  at  the  council  of  Nice  : 
"  God  has  made  you  priefts,  and  has  impowered 
*'  you  to  judge  me  righteoufly,  but  you  are  above; 
*'  the  cognizance  of  any  human  tribunal.! 
**  You  are  as  Gods  to  me,  and  no  man  has  autho* 
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*'  ticy  to  judge  you.'*  My  lord,  I  often  thought 
that  confecration  was  one  of  the  church's  peculiar- 
prerogatives  and  bleffings ;  but  it  feems  to  be  o- 
therwife  in  this  inftance,  and  many  of  the  holy 
tribe  have  arrogated  divinity  ever  fincej* 

The  authority  of  the  Thiodojian  coAq  is  urged  by 
your  lordfhip  in  favour  of  eftablifhments,  I  will 
not  fay,  with  a  view  to  fuperfede  the  authority  of 
the  bible.  It  has  been  condemned  as  idolatry  *,, 
and  exaggerated  in  the  blackeft  views,  to  believe 
that  the  will  of  the  fon  is  dependent  upon  that  of 
the  father  i  but  it  is  an  orthodox  principle  to  be- 
lieve that  the  will  of  God  thould  fubmit  to,  and 
be  determined  by  human  laws  andfyftems.  Sup- 
pofmg  a  fubordination  of  perfons  in  the  Godhead- 
has  been  marked  out  as  an.  inftance  of  accomplifh* 
Cid  wicked nefs  and.  folly  ;  but  to  reprefent  th© 
Chriftian  revelation,  as  fubordinare  to  the  autho* 
JTity  of  the  church,  is  no  crime  at  all  ;  nay,  thfr 
greateft  of  all  ecclejiaftical,  I  cannot  hj^krifiian 
virtues.  And  even  io  depofe  the  father,,  islefs  un-« 
pardonable  than  to  deny  the  Supreimcy  of:  the  clergy. 
But  whatever  your  lordfhip  may  think,  1  mufl 
o,wn  myfblf  too  much  an  wfid&l^  to  believe  againfl 
the  fir  ft  principles  of  Reafon.  Your  lordfhip, 
fifties  that  Julianh  malice  towards  the  clergy 
hi^i  found  none  to.  imitate  it  out  of  hatred  to  chri- 

ftianit/' 
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flianity  itfelf.  Then  it  is  granted,  that  his  malice 
was  not  levied  at  Chrijlianity^  but  at  ecclefiajlics.  I 
rejoice  to  find  it  allowed  that  there  may  be  an  en- 
mity againft  the  ill  condu6l  of  the  latter,  without 
any  difregard  to  the  former.  But  perhaps,  uport 
farther  confideration,  your  lordfhip  may  think 
proper  to  retradl  this. 

You  obferve,  that  "  fuch  *  an  extraordinary  fort 
•*>  of  fubfiftence  as  that,  by  voluntary  contribu- 
*'  tions,  is  not  always  to  be  expelled  ;  and  a  leo-a! 
*^  eftablifhment  doth  juftly  compenfate  for  the 
"  want  of  oblation,  when  the  love  of  many  is 
"  grown  very  cold."  But  why  are  not  voluntary 
contributions  always  to  be  expelled  I — The  cler- 
gy, as  men  of  character  and  educatiorr,  will  al- 
ways engage  reverence  and  efteem,  if  they  have 
prudence  and  good  condu<3:  enough  to  deferve  it» 
I  am  informed,  that  the  proteftant  diflenting  ml- 
niflers  here  in  England^  receive  their  pay  by  volun- 
tary contributions  ;  and  if  I  am  rightly  inftrudled,, 
it  is  the  fame  with  fomeof  the  reformed  proteftants 
abroad.  Will  your  lordihip  pretend  that  the 
preachers  in  the  eftablifliment  do  not  do  as  much, 
to  recommend  themfelves  to.  their  people's  afFe6^i« 
ons,  as  thofe  to  theirs  \  are  not  thofe  who  frequent 
places  ofeftabliflied  worfhip,much  more  confidera- 
bk  in  numbers,  than  thofe  who  attend  feparate 

•  Charge  i,  g.  15, 
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congregations  ?  if  fo,  then  the  difTentingclergy  muft 
be  men  of  fuperior  worth,  or  the  diflefiters   w^r 
general  muft   be  peffons  of  a  more  beneficent  dii- 
pofition  than  thofe  who  fubmit  to  eflablifhed  rites 

and  impofitions. 1  cannot   admit  of  either  ',. 

however,  I  will  not  dirpule  this  point  with  your 
lordfliip. 

Is  the  love  of  many  grown  coIdP  what  can  be 
the  reafon  ?  is   bigotry  vjorm  and  rampant  ?  are 

the  laityT^J^r/^/^^' with  creeds  and  iifrpofitions  ? 

No  wonder,  if  fo,  that  their  love  is  grown  very 
cold  I  it  is  well  if  the  very  fundamental  of  Chri- 
llianity  be  not  baniHied  from  amongfl  them.  Or 
doth  it  proceed  from  the  wantof  better  Inftruclions  ? 
do  the  clergy  live  mt^or  the  ignorance  2iX\6  fuperjtl- 
tion  of  the  people,  without  any  regard  to  the  du- 
ties of  their  function  ?  hot  fer?nons,  my  lord,  have 
been  generally  productive  of  fuitable  efFe6ls, 
bloodp?eds,  rancour,  and  confufion.  How  far  cold: 
and  Ufekfs  ones,  without  any  force  of  addrefi-,  or 
energy  of  reafon,  may  propagate  coldnefsy  is  well 
worth  our  attention. 

In  the  next  paragraph  it  follows,  "  that  efla- 
*^  bli&ments  do  riot  convert  fpiritual  into  civil,  but 
**  give  a  fanc^ion  to  that  which  was  before,  and 
*<  ftili  continues  divine  and  heavenly."  That  is,, 
though  priefls  are  above  being  engaged  in  any  thing 

that 
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that  bears  the  name  of  a  fecular  employment,  yet 
to  {hew  the  world  their  hianility^  they  condefcend 
to  accept  the  higheft  fecular  dignities  and  honours.. 
But  is)  every  thing  ^/c;/W  and  heavenly,  in  the  efla- 
biifhed  conftitution  ?  all  the  claims  of  the  hierar- 
chy divine  and  heavenly^  my  lord  I  thofe  branches 
of  fpiritual  dominion  which  are  an  oppreffion  upon 
mankind,  and  a  reproach  to  Chriflianity,  divine; 
and  heavenly  in  their  nature  ?  have  you  not  ex- 
prefly  declared,  that  there  are  fome  lefler  defici- 
encies in   the  government  of  the  church,  and   are- 

thefe  divine  2Lnd  heavenly  too  ? They  are  legal 

privileges. — True,  fo  was  once  the  a<ft  de  hceretic9^ 
comhurendo  *,  and  no  doubt  would  be  counted  fo 
ftill,  had  not  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  to  ref- 
train  prieftly  vengeance  and  executions,  thought 
proper  to  repeal  it. 

But  I  muft  beg  leave  to  expoftulate  with  your 
lordfhip  on  another  fubjedt.  What  connexion 
between  virtue  and  eftablifhments,  my  lord  f 
do  eftablifhments,  merely  becaufe  they  are  fo,  de- 
mand our  reverence  and  efteem  ?  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
then,  your  lordfhip  will  exert  your  influence,  that 
we  may  have  eJiahliJhedGodszs  well  as  an  ejlahlijhed 
religion ;  and  that  we  may  blefTed  with  national 
divinities^  as  well  as  national  churches ,  and  let  all 
thofe  who  expe6l  any  church-promotions,  fwear 

allegiance.^. 
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allegiance^  if  not  to  the  hing^  yet  at  leaft  to  th^ 
Gods  of  their  country.  However  romantic  to  infi- 
dels this  fcheme  may  appear,,  however  unfriend- 
ly to  Chriftianity,  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the 
church,  increafe  its  wealth  and  power,  and  the 
loweft  rank  of  ecclefiaftical  officers,  who  are  now 
no  more  than  the  ^rivy  counfellors  of  heaven,  will' 
then  be  privileged  to  make,  as  well  as  fet  forth 
ftrange  Gods,  If  eflabli£aments  are  fuch  glorious 
things,  why  are  not  good  -nature,  focial  virtue,  and 
free  enquiry  into  truth,  eftablifbed  by  parliamen- 
tary power  .^  without  this  let  none  arrogate  to  them- 
,  felves  the  names  of  eftabliihments  of  religion  !  — 
If  our  eflabliftiment  comprehends  all  this,  why  fo 
many  whores  and  cut-throats,  fo  many  ignorant 
bigots,  knaves,  and  perfecu tors  in  our  church  and 
communion  ?  why  fo  many  Tyburn fiints  and  coH' 
fejfors,  that  die  in  the  faith  of  our  church  ?  I  leave 
you  to  account  for  this,  and  fhould  rejoice  to  find' 
that  eftablifhments  have  a  greater  tendency  to  pro ^ 
pagate  virtue,  than  to  debauch  men's  morals  and 
underftandings;  and  to  promote  pride,  avarice  and 
facSlion, 

Your  lordfhip  obferves,  that  the*  "  Roman 

•*  emperors  were  invefted  with  power  of  govern- 

^*  ing  the  church  as  well  as  the  ftate."     What, 

my  lord,    lay  governors  of  churches  ?    and  yet 

the 
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the  church  on  a  level  with  the  civil  conjiltution  it- 
felfy  to  whofe  government  fhe  fubmits  ?  If  the  Ro' 
man  emperors  were  invefted  with  a  power  of 
church  government,  how  comes  this  to  be  now 
peculiarly  appropriated  io  priefts  and  bifhops  ?  Eut 
I  ftand  correded,  my  Lord.  They  were  only  in- 
vefted  with  an  ufurped  power  of  governing  the 
church,  the  fole  uncontroulable  right  of  govern- 
ment lies  in  the  clergy. 

It  is  worth  remarking,  that  infilling  on  the 
rights  of  confcience,  feems  to  give  great  umbrage 
and  offence  to  your  lordfhip.  The  divine  right 
of  church-lands  and  epifcopacy,  of  tithes  and 
offerings,  I  prefume  never  give  any  umbrage  at 
all.  But  to  urge  the  rights  of  confcience  in  your 
phrafe,  "  is  invidious  "  I  (hould  not  have  been  fur- 
prized  to  find  one  that  i.s  a  ftranger  to  the  laws  of 
confcience  himfelf,  reprefent  all  regard  for  its 
di(5lites  in  ethers,  as  mere  enthufiafniy  rant  and 
folly.  Eut  to  find  a  church  of  England  divine,  a 
dignitary  in  the  church,  decrying  confcience  with 
fo  much  contempt,  and  with  2.  folemn  fneer  paint 
out  thofe  who  are  influenced  by  it,  as  *  "  high  pre- 
"  tenders  to  fpiritual  liberty,"  muft  be  a  para- 
dox to  all  that  are  not  as  well  initiated  in  thofe  holy 
myjieries  as  your  lordjhip.  Speak  out,  my  lord. 
-» — •  Tell    the   world  that   confcience  is  only  a 

trick 
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trick  oi  priefts^  2.necclefiaJ}ual'fm-%all^'''XG\z 
toiTed  about  jufl  Tus'it  ferves  thetirrlesi  Gcneroufly 
declare,  that  it  is  invi dims  to  u'rge'Cohfcienceagainft 
-^fome  ihoufqnds  a  year,  that  whattver  ftrikes  rft 
church- tyranny  is  invidious^  or  whatever  weakens 
the  foundations  of  all  illegal  and  arbitrary  en'' 
croacbtnents  upon  the  rights  cf  mankind. 

The  next  obfervation  carries  along  with  it,  fome- 
thing  very  extraordinary  in  its  nature.  As  to 
*'  the  reformation  of  the  idolatrous  Jewsy  or  the 
*'  abolifhing  of  pagifflifm,  and  eftablifhment  of 
*'  Chriftianity,  and  the  ecclefiaftical  conllitution, 
*'  by  the  refpe^tive  yewifi  and  Chriflian  Princesf  ^ 
*'  in  faSf^  their  ajfumed  fupremacy  was  an  ufurpa^ 
**  /fW  on  men's  natural  rights."  That  is,  accord- 
ing  to  your  lordfhip^  the  Jewifi  reforrrrers,  and 
Chriflian  princesswere  accomplifhed  villains.  But, 
my  lord,  were  not  the  Jews  under  a  ftateof  the- 
ocracy ?  Was  not  God  himfelf  the  immediate  ru- 
ler and  governor  of  that  people  I  If  idolatry  was 
fevereiy  punifhed  amongft  them  ;  when  fallible 
men  are  on  a  level  with  the  Deity,  as  to  know- 
ledge, wifdbm,  and  goodnefs,  then,  and  not  be- 
fore, let  them  go  and  do  iikewife. — I  fhall  there- 
fore confine  myfelf  to  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
count you  have  given  as  to  Chriflian  princes.  Were 
they  in  fa6t  guilty   of    nfmfing   men's   natural 


rights  I 
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rights?  Did  they  perfecuie  ■^n^  pun{fh  all  who 
could  not  fall  in  with  theecclefiaftical  conftitution  I 
Did  they  curfe  and  excomunicaie  thofe'  who  dif" 
claimed  zW  pretenfions  10  infallibility  ?  Did  they  in- 
fii(£t  pecuniary  mulSis^  and  encourage  oppre0ive 
laws?  I  no  longer  u'cw^^r  that  your  lordibiD;  is 
infpired  with  fuch  a  warm  zeal  for  eflablifhments. 
And  are  the  high^£own  pretenfions  of  the  bierar-» 
chy,  in  being  on  a  level  with  the  civil  conJlitiiUGny 
founded  w^Qvs  fraud  2X\^  ufurpaV-on?  Your  chui-ch- 
dignities. and  reyeniaes  nothing  but  an  wy^^rj)^//^^ 
upon  the  rights  andprope-rties  of  fubjecis?  Is  your 
pay^  (for  your  prayers  are  an  unknown  blefliiig,) 
an  eJlabliJhedufurpation^2,n^  ej^^hjijlments  in  gene- 
ral, the  oiTspring  of  craft  and  deiufion  ?  Truth 
-will  out,  my  lord.  But  I  fhould  have  been  better 
pleafed  with  tht^  from  an  infidel  or  a  ianatick's 
pen  than  from  your  lordOiip's. 

I  have  nothing  to  objewx  to  this  honeft  account 
given  of  cfi:abli{hn:ents.  But,  m  v  lord,  muft  we 
place  in  the  fame  view  all  our  church- reformers  ? 
Were  this  true,  a  religion  fupported  by  fuch  iniqui^ 
ious  meafures  may  juftly  complain  of  danger  I  Hail 
ye  glorious  reformers  of  mankind,  from  idolatries; 
and  fuperftition,  from  a  fpirit  of  bondage  and 
darknefs,  ye  heaven-born  patriarchs  of  liberty^ 
awake  your  venerable  afhes,  and  hear  yourfelvea 
branded  with  the  character  of  ufurpers  !  Behold 
your  names  proftituted  to  give  fancSlion  to  the- 
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bigotry  of  weak  rulers^  that  have  been  firft  cfe- 
luded,  and  then  deftroyed  by  imperiota  wicked  e£^ 
(hfiqfiics  I 

But  it  feems  though  the  reforming  princes  were 
guilty  of  an  ufurpation  on  men's  natural  rights  in 
fettling  eftablifhments,  yet  *  **  their  fubje6ls, 
**  notwithdanding  any  pretended fcruples  and  rights 
**  of  confcUncey  were  obliged  to  comply  with  thofe 
*'  eftablifhed  reformations,  when  they  were  not 
"  finful  in  themfelves,  nor  contrary  to  the  laws 
**  of  God."  Then  it  feems,  my  lord,  ufurpations 
of  natural  rights,  are  n^ilhtx Jinful  in  themfclves, 
nor  repugnant  io  divine  precepts.  The  church 
changes  the  nature  of  things,  converts  villany  into 
h^ly  zeal^  and  unchrljiietn  ufurpations  are  made  the 
bulwarks  of  the  Chriflian  religion.  But  admitting 
ufurpations  of  men's  rights,  to  be  as  innocent  as 
you  apprehend  them,  (though  I  am  fatisfied  you 
will  not  allow  any  ufurpations  on  your  lordjhip^s  or 
the  church's  rights  to  be  of  that  number)  who  is  to 
judge  whether  they  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  ?  have 
werecourfe  to  any  infallible  judicature,  or  is  every 

man  to  judge  for  himfelf?- It  feems,  not  the 

latter ;  for  notwithftanding  "  any  fcruples  and 
*'  pretended  rights  of  confcience,  men  arc 
**  obliged  to  comply  with  fuch  eftablifhments  and 
**  reformations."    It  is  allowed,  thofe  who  fall 

in 
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iO  with  your  lor<^fhip*s  fcheme,  would  pretend 
TiofcrupleSy  or  urge  no  right  of  confdence  to  hin- 
der their  falling  in  \\\\.\\  gainful  efiablij})ments  and 
refoi'mations.  But  what  if  a  weak  man  of  integri- 
ty cannot  fat-i^fyhimfelf  in  proilituting  his  confcience 
to  the  authority  of  the  church  ?  if  he  is  oppreiTed 
with  any  doubts  which  way  to  chufe  inflead  of 
making  rational  enquiries  into  things,  has  he  no- 
thing to  do  but  foHow  the  advice  of  a  reverend  ca- 
fuiji^  whijUe  2imfing^  whilft  thefe//j  of  the  devil 
are  upon  him  ?  or  doth  the  ftrength  and  glory  of 
the  church  confift  in  large  numbers  of  hackney 
conjciences  amongft  us,  that  are  to  be  lett  to  the 
bej}  bidder  P 

It  is  true,  my  lord,  «*  the  *  royal  fupremacy 
"  has  been  frequently  recognized  by  the  legifla- 
"  ture,  and  accordingly  fworn  to  by  liege  fub- 
"  jeAs,"  and  by  the  clergy  too,  "  on  all  proper 
"  occafiom ;"  though  with  what  congruity,  your 
lordfhip  can  beft  tell,  if  the  church  be  on  a  level 
with  the  civil  con/tit  ution  it f elf  and  independent  of  it* 
Perhaps  they  put  the  fame  conftruclion  upon  oaths 
as  others  do  upon  their  prayers^  and  imagine  few 
will  take  them  to  be  in  earned.  I  do  not  reprefent 
this  as  the  cafe  of  all  the  fons  of  the  church.  But 
as  to  thofe  who  fwear  to  t\\t  fupremacy  of  the 
cmvny  and  yet  maintain  that  the  church  is  on  a 

kvel 
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kv el  with   the    civil  conftitution  \  I   publicly    call 
^jpon  and  challenge  your  iordihip  to  give  a  more 
favourable  account  oi  their  conduct. 

The  queftioo,  with  relation  to  uniformity  of 
Worfhip,  is  not  whether  we  are  obliged  to  *  fub- 
mit  to  the  royal  fupremacy,  and  the  laws  of  the 
land,  in  all  matters  that  are  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  God  ;  but  wheilier  we  muft  cowardly  fub- 
mit  to  the  authority  of  churchmen,  when  repug- 
nant to  the  royal  fupremacy,  the  laws  of  God, 
and  the  laws  of  the  land  all  together  ?  whether  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  bow  down  and  worjhip  our 
foveretgn  lords  the  clergy  f — Whether  the  word  of 
God,  or  catholic  antiquity  is  to  be  the  rule  of  our 
faith  and  condud  ?  whether  there  can  be  any 
lawful  authority^  zwy  authority  derived  from  the 
New  Teftament^  or  the  reafon  'of  things,  to  impofe 
things  that  are  in  their  own  nature  confeffedlyindif^ 
ferent,  as  mcefjary  and  effential  itxms  of  Chriftian 
communion  ?  has  the  church  any  right  to  ex^ 
elude  thofe  from  its  ordinances  whom  God  will  at 
laft  admit  to  bis  kingdom  ?  whatever  fe6l  pre- 
tends to  this,  letitbecalled  a/)^r/y-^/tt/^,a  cah^lling^ 
intriguingy  fpiritual  faSiion,  but  let  it  not  be  called 
the  church  of  Chrift,  which  is  as  oppofite  to  it, 
as  light  is  to  darknefs. 

In 
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In  the  following  pages,  your  lordfnip  expatiates 
on  the  excellency  of  the  liturgy  and  govepnment 
of  our  church.  But  are  there  no  blemijhes  in 
either  r  would  it  not  have  been  generous  to  have 
pointed  thefe  to'.yo-ur  clergy,  mylord?  would 
it  not  have  difcover^d  greater  impartiality  to  con- 
fcfsthat  the  church  is  fallible;  to  rejecSl:  the  oh^ 
Jcure^  unintelligible  notions  oi  bungling  creed -ma- 
kers ;  and  allow  the  bible  exclufive  of  all  prieftly 
appendages  zpA  fupplemental  decorations^  to  be  a 
perfe<Sl  rule  of  onr  faith  and  manners?  indeed, 
your  lordfhip  has  hinted  that  the ^^/>m(7r  authority 
of  God,  is  rather  to  be  obeyed  than  that  of  men. 
That  is,  I  prefume,  if  it  happens  to  coincide  with 
the  authority  of  the  church.  But,  mylord,  fuch 
hints  in  point  of  prudence^  ought  to  be  cautioufly 
given.  In  the  language  of  our  church,  they  are 
of  dangerous  confequence ;  and  have  led  men  to 
apoftatife  into  the'  truth. 

I  mud  not  pafs  by  what  your  lordfhip  aflerts  *, 
"  that  the  ri2;hts  of  confcienee  do  by  no  means 
"  interfere  either  with  the  eftabliftiment  of  an  ec- 
**  clefiaftical  conftitution  in  general  or  with  the 
"  prefent  eftabiiihment  of  the  church  of -fw^-Zawi^ 
'*  in  particular.!"'  I  Vvill  not  charge  your  lor djhip 
v/ith  abfurdity  and  contradidion.  Myftery  is  a 
more  polite   and  fafhionable  term.    Permit  me 

thea 
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jhcii  io  ODierve^  that  it  is  a  myjiery  with  a  ven^e^ 
cnce^  hovf  to  reconcile  this  with  what  you  advan- 
ced ellewhtie,  f  that  ^^  in  fad:  the  aflumed  Supre- 
''  macy  of  Chriitian  powers  was  an  ufurpation  on 
'*  mens  natural  rights,"  Holy,  infallible  and 
omnipotent  mother!  by  virtue  of  thy  authority, 
the  reformed  religion  is  damned,  as  an  ufurpation 
of  natural  rights  ;  and  by  virtue  of  the  fame,  to 
ferve  a  different  turn,  no  eftablifhments  whatfo- 
cver  clafh  with  the  rights  of  confcience,  whether 
it  be  the  eftablifhment  of  the  alcoran,  of  an  in- 
quifition,  of  the  church  of  £'«^/^W,  oi  Scotland 
or  Geneva  !  "  If  men  are  perfwaded  that  what  \% 
«'  eJiabliJhedU  unlawful,  they  mM^ patiently  fuffer  J' 
By  parity  of  reafon,  if  men  of  importance  utter 
inconfiftencies,  others  muft  patiently  fubmit  to 
hear  them.     But,  my  Lord,    as  you  are  a  (killful 

cafuift, 1  would  be  refolved  in  this  ;    Job  had 

patience  enough  to  bear  theperfecutionsof  the  De- 
vil^ and  as  fome  have  thought,  worjl  ofzW  Devils, 
the  devil  of  a  wife. — But  as  I  cannot  embrace  that 
notion  I  would  be  informed,  would  his  patience 
have  maintained  ground  againft  the  perfecutions  of 
nonfenfe  ?  Is  not  his  expoftulatory  addrefs  to  his 
friends  juftly  applicable  to  all  the  patrons  o^ pub' 
lie  confcience.,  of  a  cruel  oppreiTive  fpirit  ?  IViJl 
ye  fpeak  wickedly  for  God  ?  Will  you  talk  deceit' 
fltUyfor  him  P If  men  muft  patiently  fufFer  un- 
der eftablifliments  which  they  are  perfuaded  to  be 

urdaufuly 
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unlawful,  how  will  your  lordfhip,  upon  this  foot- 
ing, vindicate  the  condu6l  of  our  firft  reformers 
from  popery,  who  inftead  of  patiently  fuffering ^ 
thought  it  their  duty  to  hazard  their  lives  and 
fortunes  for  the  efFedtual  accomplifhment  of  a 
reformation  ?  I  have  been  puzzling  myfelf  with 
Arijlotle^  Scotus,  and  Aquinas,  in  hopes  of  ham» 
fhering  out  fome  Diftin£lion  that  might,  in  this 
cafe,  have  ferved  for  an  evajion;  but  all  without 
fuccefs,  and  therefore  muft  leave  it  to  your  lord- 
fhip. 

It  is  agreed,  that  when  thofewhodlffent  from  u§^ 
are  legally  indulged  a  liberty  of  eonfcience*, 
"  they  ought  to  thank  God  for  it  ;*^  and  I  add,  not 
the  Clergy.  But  what  difturbancd  can  if  give  the 
public,  for  men  to  propofe  their  fentiments  with 
freedom  and  honefty,  and  to'  attack  craft,  kna- 
very, and  fuperftition  ? 

It  gives  me  a  fenfible  pteafure,  to  find  it  allowed, 
"  that  f/ecular  authority,  3.nd  advantageous  places 
"  are  not  things  ejfential  to  Religion."  But  I 
fuppofe,  my  Lord,  you  mean  no  more  than  that 
they  are  not  ejfential  to  it  on  both  fides  of  the  que- 
ftion.  As  we  have  a  right  to  differ  from  all  man- 
kind, but  none  have  a  right  to  differ  from  us  ;  fo 
are  not  church- wealth  and  power,  things  ejjential 
to  religion  amongft  us,  though  they  bear  no  man- 
ner 

Vol.  L  P 
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nerof  con  ne<St  ion  with  it  in  other  com  muni  ties  and 
churches  ? — The  reader  will  obferve,  what  your 
lordfhip  has  a/Terted  *,  that  the  fate  of  tithes 
and  Chriftianity  are  immediately  connected  !  that 
is,  to  render  your  lordfhip  confiftent,  though  tithes 
are  nolejfential  to  chriiHianity,  yet  chriftianity  mud 
/^//without  thein.  K  chrijiianity  without  tithes 
would  no  more  relifh  with  the  facred  priejlhood^ 
thz-n  VL  fermon  without  party- beat y  and  uncharitable 
language^  low  and  un?nannerly  inve^ive.  But  Tup- 
pofing  it  fad,  that  worldly  greatnefs  is  not  efTsn- 
tial  to  religion  ;  Bijhops^  my  lord,  muft  be 
brought  down  on  a  level  with  other  men^  and  with- 
out any  danger  to  the  church,  chrijtianity  may 
be  refcued  from  the  fcandahus  abufe  of  one  of  its 
moft  foiemn  inflitutions. — But  it  is  obferved, 
that  "  the  rights  of  kings  and  the  legiflature, 
**  are  a  jufl  ballance  to  the  fuppofed  rights  of 
**  confcience  of  private  fubjedts;"  a  notable  de- 
fence of  all  the  craft,  villanies,  and  inquifitorial 
vengeance  oi  Romljh  priefls  and  prelates ! 

The  rights  of  confcience,  as  to  private  fubje(5^s, 
iiXQ  fuppofed  rights^  t\i2it\s  pretended  right  s^  without 
any  foundation  to  fupport  the  claim,  or  in  other 
words,  none  have  a  right  to  think,  who  do  not 
think,  I  will  not  fay  according  to  the  diredion  Of 
the  legiflature ;  but  according  to  the  diredlon  of 
my  lords  the  bifhops.  But  it  is  further  alledged, 
*«  that  when  rightly  explained,    the  rights  of  the 

•'  legiflature 
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*'  legiflature  and  private  fubje£t95  do  not  interfere 
"  with  one  another."  If  fo,  when  one  was  fixed 
on  *'  as  ajuft  ballance  to  the  other,"  of  confe- 
quence  you  have  not  rightly  explained  them.  But 
1  defift,  left  it  fhould  be  judged  /can.  magn.  to 
difpute  the  unerringnefs  of  your  lordfhip's  judg- 
ment. 

It  is  urged,  "  that  in  the  *  circumftances  of  di- 
vine worfliip,  and  all  indifferent  matters,  the  au" 
thority  of  the  legiflature  ought  furely  to  prevail 
over  private  opinions".  V^hzt'i^  private  opinions  are 
agreeable  to  reafon  and  divine  revelation^  ought 
authority  to  prevail  over  truths  and  tyranny  over 
confcience  ?  By  circumftances  of  worfliip  and 

indifferent  matters,  it  is  prefumed  you  underftand, 
things  not  effential  to  our  future  happinefs.  1  mufl 
once  more  call  upon  you,  my  lord,  to  vindicate, 
upon  this  footing,  the  jufticc  and  equltablenefs 
of  our  reformation  from  popery.  No  men  of 
candour  will  aflert  an  impofTibility  of  falvation  in 
the  Romijh  church  and  communion.  How  then, 
according  to  your  rcafoning,  can  you  account  for 
renouncing  the  catholic  h'lth^.  but  with  whom 
ought  authority  to  prevail  over  private  opinions? 
not  with  honeft  men,  and  give  me  leave  to  add,  I 
hope  without  offence,  not  with  your  lordjhip, 
•With  perfonsof  integrity  and  judgment,  no  ^7«. 

"  2  thority 
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ihorlty  will  have  any  weight,  but  that  of  reafin* 
Authority  has  been  urged  with  equal  zeal  on  very 
different  occafions.  Authority  for  Arianifm^  as 
ihong  authority  agmnft  it.  And  mufl  our  pri^ici- 
pies  change  as  authority  changes  fides  ?  then  we  no 
longer  wor/hip  God,  but  the  times. —  We  have 
the  authority  of  fathers  &gainft  fathers^  councils^ 
againft  councils^  and  bijhops  againft  bijhops.  Au- 
thority has  often  confecratedtxxdx-^  nurfed  ignorzncCy 
and  fuppreffed  truth.  Authority  has  made  ty- 
rants^ authority  has  made  flaves,  authority  has 
made  hypocrites^  authority  has  made  creeds^  chur- 
ches^ and  Gods ;  but  mere  authority  has  feldom 
propagated  virtue^  or  ^rzs?^  religon.  Is  the  legiflature. 
infallible,  that  we  (hould  make  it  our  ftandard, 
and  fubmit  our  judgments  to  its  dire<Slion  ?  no, 
that  is  the  fole  prerogative,  not  of  unhallowed 
laics,  but  of  the  church  and  bifhops  !  why  then 
muft  we  iGCOgnlze  public  and  efiablijhed  opini- 
ons ?  it  cannot  be  always  out  of  deference  to 
truth.  I  prefuriie  then,  my  lord,  it  muft  be  for 
the  fame  reafon,  as  a  late  eminent  divine  was  indu- 
ced to  ferve  God  towards  the  ^<yy?  /  he  that  will 
be  a  rifmg  man^  let  him  worfoip  the  rifing  fun. 
The  defign  of  civil  laws  is  not  kq  fettle  orthodoxy^ 
but  to  punifh  immoralities,  that  bear  an  ill  afpedl 
on  the  welfare  of  a  nation.  Neither  virtue  nor 
knowledge   are  the  offspring  of    conf^raint  and 

power.     Were  it  io^    my  lord,     tyhurn  officers 

would 
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would  be  as  gieat  benefa6lors  to  mankind,  as  the 
confecrators  o{Q\\{\^\2s\^  ?iX\6.  churches.  But  it  is 
to  be  feared,  that  though  crouds  attend  both  in  the 
execution  of  their  refpective  offices  ;  yet  neither 
the  dignity  o{  characters^  nor  Ch^.  fohrnnity  of  their 
fun(5iion,  would  transfufe  knowledge  or  virtue  in- 
to the  minds  of  fpetStators. 

Yourlordfhip  apprehends*,  that  "  the  force 
"  of  religion  is  weakened  by  independent  fchemes 
**  and  endlefs  divifions."  That  is,  the  liberty  of 
priv'ate  judgment,  which  will  unavoidably  produce, 
what  you  call,  independent  fchemes  and  endlefs 
divifions,  weakens  the  force  of  religion.  What 
an  odium  doth  this  caft  on  the  reformatio?!  P  upon 
that  glorious  and  memorable  <^r^  ofBritiJh  Uberty^ 
the  revolution  P  and  upon  the  illuflrious  protsjlant 
family  on  the  throtie  ?  all  which  have  confirmed 
our  right  of  judging  for  ourfelves,  of  being  \c6  by 
reafon^  and  not  by/)r/^j  ;  and  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  your  lordfhip^  have  been  acceflary  toward 
weakening  the  force  of  religion  ?  and  what  fol- 
lows, if  men  are  not  allowed  to  thiiik  for  them- 
felves  in  matters  of  faith  and  religion,  tyranny 
and  ignorance  will  be  reprefented  as  the  parents  of 
virtue,  and  an  nfurping  prie/i hood  become  ihcon'iy 
proper  object  of  fuch  a  devotion  I  my  lord,  you 
may  write  ten  thoufajid  charges   againft  popery 

P  3  declaitti 
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claim  againflits  errors  and  corruptions,  and  parte- 
cularly  againft  ^  rival bijhops,  that  efcape  with  im- 
punity, and  yet  be  far  from  doing  any  real  fervice 
to  the  prx>teftant  caufe,  whilft  thefe  notions  are  fo 
warmly  advanced,  and  I  dm'ehyjincere/y  too,  that 
ilrike  at  the  very  fundamentals  of  the  reformation  f 
Butj  in  pomt  of  prudeme^  to  ufe  your  lordfhip's 
own  words,  whatever  your  fentiments  may  be, 
you  ought,  as  the  times  go,  to  have  fuppreiTed 
this. 

It  is  not  likely,  that  the  wife  author  of  nature, 
ever  intended  that  men  {hould  think  alike  in  all 
fpeculative  matters,  otherwife  hemight  have  put 
ail  truth  on  a  level  with  the  fneanejl  underftand- 
i(5gs  ;  or  given  all  mankind  equal  capacities  for 
judging.  Indeed,  uniformity  in  religious  princi- 
ples is  not  only  not  to  be  eixpeBed  j  but  not  to  be 
wijhedfor^  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  our 
nature.  Variety  of  opinions  animate  men  with 
refolution  in  making  free  and  vigorous  re-fearches 
into  things  5  they /w/>;"(?'yf  knowledge,  and  cherijh 
inftru6^ion.  Befides,  as  in  government  one  par- 
ty is  a  check  upon  another,  and  a  warm  cppofition 
to  the  meafures  of  thofe  who  are  of  the  greatefl: 
weigh<  and  influence  in  the  fenate,  necejjitates  them 
to  maintain  ?^  prudent  jealoufy  ovzt  themfelves,  left 
they  countenance  any  tranfaflions  that  imy  ju/iifi^ 

the 
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the  oppofition  that  is  forming  againft  them  ;  and 
awaken  the  reientments  of  a  free  people.  Were 
it  not  for  fuch  happy  firuggles,  no  nation  would 
be  fafe  from  \>€m%fvj allowed  up  by  \\\Qarbitrannefs^ 
avarice^  or  ambition  of  men  of  corrupt  difpofi- 
tion.  So  is  it  the  fame  as  to  our  religious  difputes 
and  conteils.  Were  it  not  owing  to  thefe,  would 
not  creeds  and  ejl ahlijhmcnts  foon  triumph  over 
fenfe^  honejly^  and  conjclence?  the  only  religion 
infafiion^  would  be  on  the  one  fide,  to  confecrdie 
tyranny,  and  on  the  other  to  worjhip  bondage. 
W  htr^free-  thinking  has  been  banifiied  from  a  coun- 
try, and  ejiahlijhedjlandards  of  orthodoxy  fettled 
in  its  room,  mimicry  has  always  pafied  for  virtue^ 
and  ridiculous  errantry  for  divine  grace.  Nay, 
often  it  has  been  counted  equally  ^«M«^^/r,  to  de- 
cry y^rwj  of  godlinefs^  zxi^  forms  of  prayer^  2ii;\d 
puppet 'Jkew  devotions  have  atoned  for  the  want  of 
•rational  worjhip  and  obedience.  But  it  feems,  ac- 
cording to  your  lordftiip,  to  explode  priejicraft  and 
fuperftition^  is  to  weaken  the  force  of  religion^ 
\{  differ ences\x\  fentiments  and  opinions  are  fo  in- 
jurious to  Chriflianity,  is  it  not  a  high  reflec^iori 
upon  the  fupreme  being,  that  he  has  treated  man- 
kind with  different  intelleduals,  features,  capa- 
cities and  endowments  ?  is  it  not  a  high  reflecStioii 
on  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  deity,  that  we 
have  an  agreeable  variety  of  cattle  in  our  flocks, 
of  herbs  in  our  fields,  and   flowers  in  our  gar- 
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clens  ?  my  lord,  if  your  obfervation  holds  ^ood^ 
thefe  muft  be  To  mdiuy  folecifms  in  nature.  As  for 
my  own  part,  I  think  too  kindly  of  my  maker,  to 
countenance  fuch  ^^^/r^'z^c'?^^;?/ imaginations.  But 
It  is  neither  my  province  nor  imlination  to  make 
creeds  for  your  lordfiiip. 

I  fhall  not  enter  upon  the  enquiry,  whether  the 
cpiicopai   part  of  our  conftitution   (I  prefume  you 
mean  diocelan  epifcopacy,  my  lord)  be  ''  as  an- 
*'  cient  as  Chriftianity  itfelf  in  this  ifiand  ;"  I  have 
fometimes  met  with  perfonswho  valued  themfelves 
upon   the  chara£ier  q{  orthodox  churchmen^  as   ox- 
/,^5^'<5A- perhaps,  as  yom  lord/hip.,  that  have  aflert- 
ed  our  book  of  common  prayer  to  be  of  much  great- 
er antiquity  than  the  bible,;  and  I  make  no  que- 
ilion,  but  they  paid  it  a  greater  reverence  and  efr 
teem.    But,  my  lord,  as  it  cannot  give  any  digni- 
ty to  the  character  of  the  devil^  that    he   was   a 
murderer  from  the  beginnings  fo  any  pleas  of  anti- 
quity, admitting  them  to  be  fa^]:,  cannoty^//f/^  er- 
ror^  tyranny,   and    ufurpation,— 1  therefore   pafs 
by  your   remarks   on  the  conftitution   of  the  pri- 
mitive church,  which  you  havesflerted  without  the 
expence  of  any  proof,  fmce  probably  they  may  be 
as  firmly  believed  when  urged    by  your  lordfliip, 
confidering  your  *'''  difiingnifmngchara^er^^  with?- 
out  any  proof  at  a!!, 

^  The 
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*  T\\Q  Theodofian  code  is  referred  to,  as  an  au- 
thcrity  to  fhew  that  *'  the  ancient  ChriRlans  be- 
'•  lieved  that   a  public  con:empt  of  the  Chriftian- 
"  religion     was    pu!iifli^-ble    by    human   laws." 
Did  Chrift  and   his  apoflles  believe  {o,  my  lord  ? 
did  they  teach  fuch   doiirines   to   their  followers 
and  difciples,  or  pradiife  accordingly  themfelves  ? 
why  did  not   the   author  of   our  holy  faith  exert 
his  miraculous   power,  command  the  fword,  fa- 
niine,  or    peflilence,  to   ra^e  over  the  univerfe^ 
and  deftroy  all  thofe  who  would  not  fubmitto  his 
authority,  or  difputed  his  miffian  ?  why  did  he 
not  depopulate  th^  earth  for  the  honour  of  the 
God  of  heaven  ?  why  did    he  not  punifii  thofe 
yewijh  high- churchmen    that  biafphemed  his   reli- 
gion, by  attributing  the    miracles  he  wrought  to 
the  power  of  devils  ?  why  did  he  not  countenance 
his  difciples,  when  they  would  have  called  down 
fire  from  heaven  to  confume  the  heretical  5^w^-. 
rltans  ?  Nay,  why,  my  lord,  did  he  notered:  ftar- 
chambers  and    high-commlflion  courts,  eftaWifh 
laws  for  pecuniary  fines   and  imprifonments,  af- 
femble  fynods  and  convocations,  excommunicate 
and  confign  over  all  thofe  to  the  mercy  of  ecclefi- 
aftics  and  the  devil,  whp  had  honefty  enough  to 
examine   into   things  \  and  refolution  enough  to 
publifh  the  refult  of  their  enquiries*—— But  I  will' 

P  5  pref* 
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prefs  this  no  farther. It  is  enongh,  that  he  was 

not  advifed    by  your  lordfhip.- 1  know  it   has 

been  urged, that  proje6tors  feldom.  accompiifli  their 
views,  but  pofterity  reaps  the  fweet  fruits  of  their 
labours.  But,  my  lord,  you  will  not  approve  of 
any  reflexions  fo  injurious  to  the  character  of  the 
wife  and  benevolent  author  of  the  Chriftian  religion* 

The  next  remark  1  iliall  offer,  relates  to  what 
you  obferve  *,  that  nonconformifts  "  profefs  a 
*' /iT^^a  of  the  Chriftian  religion."  I  agree,  that 
in  point  of  prudence  weought  to  reverence  moderate 
conformity  to  the  humours  of  the  church  and  wo- 
men. But  is  there  nothing  but  z-farm  of  religion 
amongft  thofe  who  think  otherwife,  my  lord  ?- 
do  honefty  and  virtue  degenerate  into  mere  for m^ 
iinlefs  they  are  confecrated  by  eftablifliments  ? 
are  love  to  the  Deity,  and  benevolence  to  our 
ellow-creatures  of  no  value  unlefs  they  have  the 
ilamp  of  church  orthodoxy  upon  them  ?  will  yoa 
fuggeft  that  there  are  no  friends  to  piety  and  to 
Biankind  among  dilTenters  ?  in  point  of  prudence. 
conceal  fuch  fentiments,  my  lord  I 

The  bifhop  of  London*^  codex  is  recommended  to 
your  clergy  f?  "  to  whom  the  church  of  England, 
*':  is  extremely  obliged,  as  onotherimporta^tocca- 
^'^  fionsjfoparticularly  for  that  eminent fervice done 
<*  by  hiin  in  bis  ojoft  elaborate  work,  the  code, 

"  of 
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"  of  the  ^^/^///^jecclefiaftical  law;  together  with  his 
"  very  judicious  infrodu6lory  difcourfe  concerr.- 
'*  ing  the  prefent   fhte  of  the  power,  difcipline, 

"  and    laws    ot  the    church    of  England  \ a 

''work  which  mud  be  ever  confidered  as  a  flan « 
"  dard    by  all  competent  judges."     How  far  I 
might  chime  with  you  in  your  notions,  were  I  as 
well  pa'd  for  defending  them  as  your  lordfhip,  I 
cannot  tell:  But  I  muft  exprefs  my  own  fentiments 
frankly,  perhaps  you  will  urge  1  have  no  intereft  ia 
view,  and  therefo  e — can  be  no  competent  judge 
of  the  matter.     This  celebrated  fiandard  has  been 
juftly  deemed  an    infult  u^on.  the  laws  of  the  na- 
tion, and  if  it  efcapes  the  notice  of  the  legljlature^ 
it  mud  be,becaufe  it  is  too  coniemptihU  to  deferveir, 
I  expe«£t  this  remark  will  procure  many  ecclenafti- 
cal    anathema  5  \  but  afflire  yourfelf,  my    lord,  I 
lay  no  greater  ftrefs  upon  2i  pope's  curje^  than  I  do 
upon  a  hijhofs  hlejfing ,     But  allowing  this  fpirilual 
attorney^  all   the  merit   afcribed   to  him  by  your 
lordfhip, — yet  is  not  the  Chriftian  church   in  ge- 
neral obliged  to  him,  as  well  as  thec:hurch  ol Eng~ 
land  ?  or  has  he  done  no  further  fervice  to  Chri- 
flianity,  than  in  conftituting  church-laws,  and  re- 
prefentingchurch-powerasindependentand  bound- 
lefs. — My  lord,  I  have  a   greater  veneration  far 
our   church,    than    to   confider  fuch   exorbitant 
claims  as  calculated,  to  give  it  any  real  dignity, 

P  b  however 
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However  they  may  aggrandize  its  authority.  But 
V  rhere  is  "'  fcarce  honefty  enough  in  the- nation, 
;  cordino;  to  yoiir  lordftiip,  to  fave  it  from 
''  downrsaht  ruin,"  no  wonder  there  fhould  be  a 
fet  of  men  that  are  zealous  in  betraying  virtue, 
9s  well  as  *  virtue's  friends,  and  all  under 
the  fpecious  pretence  of  ailing  for  the  good  of  the 
church, 

h.  is  allowed,  the  eccleliaftical  conflitution  has 
*«  fome  leffer  deficiencies,  and  if  the  prefent  age 
^^  were  fuitable  to  fo  great  a  work  as  that  of  a 
*'  reviev/,  carried  on  by  m^nof  temper  and  can«« 
*'  dour,  Without  prejudices  and  refehtment,  \% 
^^  mio;ht  be  brought  to  the  higheft  perfection  on 
-*  the  prefent  foijndation,  that  the  nature  of  the 
«'  lhin»  iscapa^leof  J."  I  muft  begieave  toex»- 
poOulate  here  with  your  lordfhip.  Is  not  our  na- 
tional eftablifliment  derived  from  the  prijnitiva 
churchy  p.  313  and  yet  fubje6l  to  lejjer  deficiencies  t 
if  fo,  why  are  we  required  to  pay  fuch  an  abfolute- 
reverence  to  its  dictates  and  authority  ?  or  is 
that  nowbeccme  a  human  conflitution,  which  in 
p.  19,  was  divine,  and  heavenly!'  but  perhaps  it  will 
ht  urged,  that  it  is  hoi\\  pcrfe^ly  hitman^  and  per-' 
ft5lh  divine^  like  the  chimerical  exigence  fet  forth, 
^  in  a  fpurious  celebrated  creed  \  though  like  that  too,. 

it 

*  See  the  reafons  of  the  oppofition  to  DvtRundfe  coniidere^d, 
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it  is—neither  made  nor  begotten  in  the  reafon  of 
things,  but  proceeding  from  foolifli  inventions* 
Why  is  not  the  prefent  age  fuitable  to  fo  great  a 
work  as  that  of  a  review  I  have  we  no  men  of 
candour  and  temper  amongft  us!  may  I  be  al- 
lowed to  afk,  without  any  imputation  of  flattery, 
what  mufl  the  world  conclude  of  your  lordjhip  ? 
what  account  can  be  given  of  the  vmerahle  henchy 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  priefthood  F  all  hypo- 
crites and  bigots. — No,  my  lord^  we  have  per- 
fonsof  the  greateft  worth  and  learning  that  adorn 
our  churchy  and  do  honour  to  the  nation;  men 
that  are  not  afraid  of  efpoufrng  the  principles  of 
liberty^  nox  ajhamed  o'i  ht'ing  honeft .  But,  perhaps 
you  will  urge  that  thefe  are  the  very  men  that  brincr 
the  church  into  danger. 

But  however  mean  an  opinion  your  lordfhip 
may  form  of  ecclefiaftics,  muft  the  laity  be  brand- 
ed with  the  fame  marks  of  ignominy  and  fcandal  I 
fhall  a  Brltijh  houfe  of  commons  be  arraigned  as  con- 

ftituted  of  perfons  of  no  honour  or  integrity. as 

tyrants,  fiaves,  or  villains  ? Butlafli  pardon 

it  is  the  church's  dijiinguijhing  charaSler^  to  be  not 
only  exempt  from,  but  above  all  lay- power,  and 
jurifdiition.  I  appeal  to  yourfelf  as  to  this,  and 
humbly  propofe  whether  being  refufed  the  liberty 
to  confirm  in  a  certainregal peculiar^  in  the  county 
oi  Salop y  did  not  give  ^r^<2/,  I  will  not  hyjiftoU 
&nce  to  your  lordfhip  ?  but  I  wave  this,  to  make 

way 
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way  for  a  fubjeil  more  agreeable  to  your  lord- 
fhip's  tafle,  —  the  parochial  rights  of  tithes  and 
glebe  lands.  It  is  obfervable,  as  remarked  before, 
that  how  contemptible  foever  the  riohts  of  conjcience 
and  the  Chriftian  church  are  treated,  parochial 
rights  engage  your  lordfhip's  particular  regard. 
Infidels  fcofF,  and  cry  if  the  clergy  can  butfecure 
their  tithes^  truth  may  fliift  for  herfelf.  However, 
let  tithes  and  glebes  be  inviolably  pr^^ferved  :  I 
would  not  apply  to  thcmj  what  your  lordfhip  doth 
to  *  Ch'rijiianity^  that  they  are  an  ufurpation  on  the 
rights  of  mankind.  But,  my  lord,  it  h  an  efta- 
blifhed  opinion^  and  I  know  you  highly  reverence 
?/<??/<7W  that  are  eftahlijhed^  that  you  might  have  re- 
commended to  your  clergy^  many  more  ufefui  and 
inftru6tive  leflbns.  But  the  cafe  ftands  thus,  the 
lofs  of  a  tithe 'pig^  or  an  eafter-offering^  will  make 
the  church  totter^  and  JlKike  its  ?nighty  foundations. 
A^ny  one  who  takes  a  view  of  the  numberlefs  vex- 
ations and  fcandalous  profecutions  that  have  from 
time  to  time  been  carried  on  about  fmall  tithes, 
will  agree  with  me,  that  to  recommend  the  ftudy 
of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  would  have  been  much 
more feafonable,  though  perhaps  not fo  acceptablcja 
fubje£l  as  the  ftudy  of  parochial  rights  and  power. 
Who  knows  not  that  it  is  fafer  to  truft  an  orphan 
to  the  guardianfhip  of  a  hungry  mifer,  a  man's 
carcafe  within  the  paws  of  a  hungry  lion,  than  to 

truil 
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truft  a  weak  fcrupulous  confcierrce  about  tithes,  to 
the  mercy  of  a  legion  of  hungry  ravening  ecclefi- 
aftics  ? 

But  having  left  the  church  in  full  pofTeffion  of 
her  legal  rights,  we  are  next  to  enquire  after  her 
patrimony.  There  are,  it  Teems,  *  *'  many  im- 
"  propriations  in  your  lordfhip's  diocefe,  and  the 
"  church's  patrimony  has  been  alienated."  But 
what  church's,  my  lord  ?  the  church  of  England's 
or  of  Rome's  F  a  proteftant  or  a  popifh  church's  ? 
you  will  not  pretend  that  impropriations  were  the 
patrimony  of  our  mother-church  ?  they  never 
belonged  to  her ;  nor  can  I  account,  my  lord 
for  your  afcertaining  a  title  to  them,  upon  any 
other  footing  than  this ; — That  as  the  church  of 
Rome  is  no  more  in  this  land,  your  lordfhip  lays 
claim  to  her  poiTeffions  by  right  of  inheritance,  as 
being  next  of  kin.  But,  notwithftanding  your  "  dU 
"  ftinguijhing  character ^^  and  the  divinity  oi  un- 
interrupted fucceflion,  the  entail  is  cut  off,  to  your 
difappointment,  my  lord. 

Why  are  not  the  like  complaints  ufhered,  that 
infalUbillity  has  been  difclaimed  and  reje£^ed  ?  youf 
lordfhip's  pret^nfions  may  hold  equally  flrong  as 
to  both.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  remark,  that  this 
glorious  patrimony  was  the  fruit  of  ecclefiaftical 
knavery    and    opprejfwn.     The  priefts  enriched 

themfelves 

»  Clurge  I.  p.  38, 


32B  A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits. 
themfelves  upon  the yp^/A  of  honefly  and  virtue, 
compounded  with  ajjafsins^  cut  throats^  or  rollers^ 
to  pardon  all  their  fins  for  a  rich  legacy  to  the 
church  ;  and  thus  the  reverend  deceivers  footi 
found  trafficlng  ia  falvation  to  be  a  gahiful  trade, 
as  the  polite  Dr.  Young  has  exprefled  it. 


Dying  firmer  s^  to  blot  out  their'  fiore^ 


Bequeathed  the  church  the  leavings  cf  a  whore. 

Univerfal  Pailion.. 

The  alienation  of  what  your  lordfhip  calls  the 
patrimony  of  the  church,  is  well  known  to  be  the 
main  pillar  of  the  reformation.  And  would  you 
propofethat  all  the  lands  engrofied  by  the  church 
before  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIIJ.  Ihould  be  re- 
flored  to  it  again?  he  confiftent^  my  lord,  though 
we  difclaim  popifl)  fuperftitions^  ftand  up  for  an 
Engli/Jj  infallibiltty^  and  courts  of  inquifition,  and 
eftabliCli  an  hierarchy,  refembling  that  ofRome'm 
all  lis  fcenes  o{ pompous  villany  and  horrors^  Let 
the  church's  patrimony  be  appropriated  to  the  ori- 
ginal intention.  Let  the  clergy  enjoy  all  the 
lands  and  ladies  in  Great  Britain -,  and  as  to  ho' 
nefty  and  confcience,  let  them  take  their  fate  !  none 
can  judge  this  reprefentation  to  be  foreign  to 
what  you  have  advanced,  if  it  is  compared  with 

what 


A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.  329 

what  follows,  that  it  Is  abfolutely  necejfary^  to  pre- 
fer ve  and  defend  fmall  tithes.  How  abfolutly  ne^ 
ceffary,  my  lord?  doth  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
the  growth  of  virtue  and  knowledge,  depend  upom 
an  oppreflive  exac^nefs  in  coliecling  of  tithes  ?  be 
the  fuhfijience  of  vicars  dependent  upon  them,  yet, 
my  Xox^.chrijltanlty  rx\z.^ fnhfijl  without  them ,  If  im- 
propriations are  the  patrimony  of  the  church,  then 
p'i  confequence  the  legidature  cor.cerned  in  fach 
alienation,  were  guilty  of  notorious  facrilege  ?nd 
hlgh-treafcn  againfl  the  clergy,  in  robbing  them 
of  their  confecrated  dues,-^^ — But  I  forbear,^^— ~* 
It  is  enough  that  your  lordfhip  difapproves  ,o-  th^ 
doftrinesof  the  Komifo  church  as  iinjound  2^va^  he- 
tercdox\  yet  it  fcems  there  is  a  deal  of  orthodoxy  irf 
her  treafures.  Permit  me  to  enquire,  my  lord, 
U'hat  kept  the  world  {o  long  in  aivful  ignorance 
?in^  darknefs  ?  was  it  not  the  patrimony  of  the 
church?  \\'hz\.\\2s\)ttx\x\\t  parent  oi  bigotry^  and 
nurfed  fuperjiitlon  throughout  many  fuccefiive  ages  ? 
what  has  been  thefoundaticn  o\  prlej^craft^  idolatry^ 
:ind  errcr  P  what  has  made  light  darknejs^  and 
good 'evil?  ft  ill  ih'xsfolemn  thing,  the  patrimony  of 
the  church,     my   lord,     V/hat  has   made  liberty 

unfaJJnonahle^  and  rnohs  venerable  and  [acred? r 

Is  it  not  the  patrimony  of  the  church,  that  gave 
biith  to  aj]  this,  my  lord  ? 

But  may  it  pleafe  you,  to  confider,  how  foreign 
thofe  inftru6^,ions  are  to  thafe  delivered  by  Chrift 
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and  his  apoftles  ?  and  yet,  notwith (landing  all 
this,  a  church,  without  patrimony,  in  your  lord- 
fhip's  edimation,  Hke  a  fair  lady  without  for- 
tune, lofes  all  her  charms  :  and  in  both  cafes  a- 
Jike,  neither  to  be  wedded  for  her  engaging  ac- 
complifhments,  but  for  the  fake  of  profufe  wealth- 
and  dowry,—  However,  admitting  it  ahfclutelf 
necejfary  to  preferve  tithes,  yet  I  believe  few  will 
imagine  it  ahfolutely  rtecejfdry  to  inculcate  this  upon 
the  minds  of  the  clergy.  Nay,  my  lord,  many  think 
it  chjolutehj  necejfary  to  have  laws  enabled  to 
reftf  ain  your  little  eccleftajlical pettyfoggers  from  car- 
rying on  litigious  and  fcandalous  profecutions. 
will  your  lordfliip  recommend  the  cojidu6t  of 
an  apojlaie  angel^  to  the  imitation  ofthefacred 
priefthood,  and  call  upon  them  to  caft  men  into 
§  prifon  ?  are  augmentation  offices^  my  lord,  the 
great  charters  of  our  faith  and  worfhip  ?  or  are 
thefe  the  divinities  in  fa/hi  on  ^  and  asfuch  worfliip- 
psdbyafetofmen,  whofe  diJlinguijJnng  charac^ 
ter  is  (for  furely  we  may  believe  your  lordfliip)  on 
all  other  occafions,  to  expedl  adoration  paid  to 
themfelves  f  ? 

I  fhull  rnake  no  remarks  on  what  is  hinted  by 
your  lordfliip  relating  to  church -donations.  The 
Icgiflature  has  wifely  checked  the  progrefs  of  all 
prieftly  ji^gg^ing  ^^id  impoflure  from  this  quar- 
ter, and  put  an  end  to  the  churches  being  pamper- 
ed with  the  heritage  of  opprcffions  ! — But  amongft 

all 
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all  the  curious  refle£^ions  that  both   your   lord- 
fbip's  charges  abound  with,  nothing  furprizes  me 
fo  much,   as  to  fee  it  alTerted  by  2i  divine^  zb'iJ})op 
ofour  church  :J:,    that  the  times  zxt^o  extreamly  had 
that  there  is  fcarce   honefly  enough  left  to  fave  the 
nation  from  downright  ruin.     The  higheft  com- 
pliment I  can  beilovv  upon  this  occafion,  is,  that 
you  were  not  in  earneft  when  you   delivered  this. 
However,  let  us  examine  into  the  matter.    As  the 
fpiritualcom?niJJioners^  (I  will  not  fay  of  trade,  for 
that  would  be  finking  them  into  a  level  with  the 
governors  of  other  focieties,  amongft  whom  I  hope 
the  prmciples\  of  honefly  are  common)   but  as   the 
fpiriiual  commijjioners  of  heaven   claim  our  hiahefl 
regard,  v/e  will  begin  our  remarks  there.     What 
will  your  lord  (hip  reprefent  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy  to  be  ?     what  will   become  of  the  whole 
cavalry  of  the  church,    archbifhops,   bifhops  and 
'deans  j    prebends,    archdeacons,    vicars,     appa- 
ritors, and    curates  ?    have  they  done  nothing  to 
promote  the  interefl  of  virtue  ?  or  have  they  cor- 
rupted  the  world,  palmed  fuperftition   on  man- 
kind for    religion,    and    mimicry    for   christian 
worfhip  ?    are  all  their   pretenfrins  to  piety  only 
prieftcraft   and    hypocrify  ?    and   doth  the   matter 
in   \.vSi  fland    thus,    that  there  is  Utile hmefly  a- 
inongft  them  ?    is  their  %eal  for  the  church,    their 

folemn 
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Jolemn  fuhfcrlpilons  to  its  articles,  their  lifting  them- 
felves  into  its  fervice,  only  the  ofE,pring  offelf- 
intereft?  what  regard  can  kings  pay  to  thtir  oaths^ 
the  ka'iy  lo  xhQir preaching,  and  the  world  to  their 
fwiaion^  if  their  dlftinguifmng  charaasr  be  this, 
that  there  hfcarce  any  honefiy  amongft  them  ?  what 
are  all  the  outward  appearances  of  devotion,  fac- 
ing, and  prayer,  by  which  our  church  is  eminent- 
\y  diflinguiihed  ?  is  there  nothing  in  all  ihisj  my 
lord,  but  a  trick  of  the  pried  to  get  money  ? 
are  they  only  devout  out  q{  knavery^  and  do  they 
"worfhip  the  Almighty  not  for  ;g'r^f^  but  ^^tWr'  if 
fo,  of  what  mighty  importance  ?.xtftilfome  panegy^ 
rics,  en  the  fan<51ity  of  national  churches  ?  a  com- 
mrj/isned priefi hood  th&t  doth  not  reform  the  world, 
is  a  dij\race  to  chriftianity,  and  an  infult  upon 
common  fenfe.  "Wherever  folemn  cheats  are  im- 
pofed  upon  the  public,  and  virtually  confefied  to 
be  of  no  fervice  to  the  country,  it  is  a  blefling  to 
have  fuch  rogueries  detecfled,  and  it  is-a  piece  of 
jufrice  to  punifh  the  ^y^^/Zf^rx  of  them,  as  fo  many 
ftroling  conjurers  and  vagrants.  A  church  with- 
out honefty^  like  a  proftitute  without  fname  ox 
virtue,  may  betray  innocence  and  feduce  multi-r, 
tudes  into  ruin,  but  can  never  be  ufeful  to  any 
flate  or  nation.  However,  thefe  are  the  natural 
andjuft  confcquences  of  the  piinciples  laid  down 
by  your  lordfliip,  that  there  is  fcarce  "  honefty 
^'  enough  in  the  nation  to  faveit  from  downright 
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**  ruin."  It  is  allowed,  there  will  be  knaves  and 
fools  in  all  proteflions.  Plowever  I  mufl  differ 
from  you,  my  lord,  and  maintain  that  we  have 
many  excellent  and  learned  divines  belonging  to 
our  church,  whofe  charailers  and  accomplifh- 
ments  are  as  illuftrious  as  their  flations.  I  could 
give  a  catalogue,  but  I  know  it  would  ofFend  your 
lordfiiip's  modefty  to  be  inferted   amongft  them, 

and   therefore   (liall  decline  the  tailc. In    the 

next  place,  in  what  views  mud  the  ^;7^///^  laity 
be  painted  ?  I  muft  repeat  the  queftion.  Muil: 
the  majority  of  a  Britijh  hoiife  of  commons  be  fli~- 
matized  as  men  of  no  honedy  ?  are  the  guardi- 
ans of  our  liberties,  the  gentry  of  the  nation, 
enemies  to  truth  and  virtue?  are  there  not 
thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  in  this  kingdom,  in 
lower  fpheres  of  life,  who  behave  very  worthily 
in  their  flations  ?  yes,  my  lord,  we  have  plow- 
men,   that  in  their  capacity  are  as  ferviceable  to 

their  country,  as  bifhops  ?  — 1  am  apprized, 

my  lord,  it  is  \k\Q,faJhion  to  deem  all  thofe  infidels 
who  cannot  fee  thereafonablenefs  of  high  church- 
men's opinions  -,  yet  I  am  fo  weak  as  to  believe  the 
times  are  not  io  bad  as  your  lordfhip  reprefents 
them.  I  cannot  pretend  to  form  a  judgment  what 
characler  that  'part  of  mankind  deferves,  which 
your  lordfliip  is  moft  converfant  with  ;  but  fhall 
ftill  maintain  this,  that  there  is  more  honefty  in 
the  nation  now,  than  in  former  ages,  when  eccle^ 

fiaflics 
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ftaftics  were  our  rulers^  and  when  tyranny  was  //- 
cenfed  from  the  throne.  However,  I  am  ferry 
that  a  perfon  of  your  lordfhip's  character  and 
reputation  has  the  misfortune,  according  to  your 
own  account,  to  be  acquainted  with  few****  but 
fuch  as  are — ^abandoned  mifcreants  and  villains. 

I  muft  confefs,  my  lord,  when  I  have  heard 
fome  rigid  fanatics  of  different  denominations, 
pouring  out  their  fpleen  and  inve(5lives  againft 
nature,  urging  that  their  iniquities  were  entailed 
upon  them  by  their  fathers ;  and  not  only  that  they 
were  knaves^  which  perhaps  none  ever  difputed, 
but  that  they  were  knaves  by  their  very  extraSlion ; 
it  has  given  me  a  very  mean  idea  of  the  abettors  of 
fuch  principles  and  notions,  I  cannot  conceive  why 
fuch  dijhonourable  and  low  fentiments  fiiould  be  en- 
tertained of  human  nature,  unlefs  it  be  that  the 
authors  of  them  have  converfed  among  the  low- 
eft  part  of  their  fpecies  5  or  otherwife  are  perfons 
of  no  virtue  or  chara£ter  themfelves.  It  is  natu- 
ral enough  to  form  an  opinion  of  others  from  thofe 
difpofitions  that  are  moft  prevalent  and  command- 
ing in  ourfelves.— It  cannot  be  imagined,  that  this 
latter  {hould  be  the  cafe  as  to  your  lordfhip. 

But,  my  lord,  as  the  hard  name  of  infidels 
and  heretics  have  been  oft  "aukwardly  applied  to 
difcountenance  free  enquiries  into  truth,  fo  many 
will  judge,  that  it  is  no  more  than  an  artful  bug- 
bear,  to  fuggeft  that  there  is  fcarce  any  h©nefty 
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in  the  nation.  Your  lordfhip  will  not  prefume  to 
deny  that  we  have  wife  governors  and  rulers:  the 
jaity  no  longer  hug  their  chains:  they  dare 
think  tor  thcmfelves,  without  folhciting  leave  of 
the  clergy.  But  perhaps  it  might  be  your  lord» 
fiiip's  opinion  that  it  is  owing  to  want  ofbone/iy, 
that  hymen  ever  think  at  all.  It  is  their  duty 
not  to  puzzle  themfelves  with  reafon,  but  to  obey 
their  fpiiitual  guides,  and  implicitly  fubmit  to  their 
dirediions. 

The  danger  of  the  church  calls  afrefli  for  our 
regard*,  '•  the  tithe-bill,  and  v/hat  is  connecled 
"  with  it,  the  fate  of  the  Chriftian  religion/' 
fhould  awaken  our  fears,  and  alarm  all  our  paf- 
fions. — It  is  well  known  that  tacking  bills  have 
been  as  fafhionable  as  fcandalousin  the  ftate,  and 
now  it  feems  fomething  of  the  fame  nature  mufl  be 
introduced  into  religion.  The  tithe  hill  znd  the 
/ate  QfChriJiianity  connected!  wherein  doth  Chri^ 
(iianity  confift?  is  it  not  in  reverence  to  the  deity, 
in  focial  virtue  and  goodnefs?  and  cannot  thefe 
fu b flit  without //V/?)^!,  nay,  Wxihout  any priefthood  2i\, 
all  ?  in  primitive  times  there  were  no  ftipends  an- 
nexed to  preaching,  and  yet  Chriftianity  triumph- 
ed over  high' church  pr lefts  and  heathenifm^  and 
made  a  vidiorious  progrefs.  But  has  it  gained 
ground  proportionable  to  the  increafe  of  church- 
wealth 
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wealth  and  power  ?  the  very  reverfe,  my  lord^ 
Vv^hen  Chriftian  priefts  became  pampered  with 
pride  and  luxury,  and  grew  infolent  in  tyranny^ 
religion  ftarved,  and  piety  loft  ground  in  proporti- 
on. It  is  obfervable,  as  the  immortal  Milton  has 
exprcfTed  it;  "  that  fo  long  as  the  church,  in  true 
^'  imitation  of  Chrift,  can  be  content  to  ride  upon 
*'  an  afs,  carrying  herfelf  and  her  Government 
"  along  in  a  mean  and  fimple  guife,  fhe  may  be^ 
*'  as  he  is,  a  liort  of  the  tX'^^G'iyudah^  and  in  her 
**  humility,  all  men  with  loud  Hofannshs  will 
*'  confefs  her  greatnefs ;  but  when,  defpifing  the 
*'  mighty  operation  of  the  fpirit  by  the  weak 
**  things  of  this  worlds  fhe  thinks  to  make  her- 
*^  felf  bigger  and  m.ore  confiderable^  by  ufingthe' 
*'  way  of  civil  force  and  jurifdidion,  as  Ihe  fits 
<*  upon  this  lion  fhe  changes  into  an  afs,  and 
«'  inftead  of  Hofannahs,  every  man  pelts  her  with 
«'  ftones  and  dirt/'  And  indeed,  to  be  plain j 
my  lord,  though  men  of  confecrated  character 
have  the  privilege  to  fay  what  they  pleafe,  yet 
fliould  laymen  ever  reprefent  the  church  as  indepen- 
dent of  all  fecular  authority^  they  would  be  deemed 
accomplijhed  ajfes,  were  it  not-— — that  they  are  in 
danger  of  lofing  their  ears  I 

*'  *The  important  Qut-worh  oi o\M  tZf^\Q{vk^\Z2X 
<«  eftabliflimentj    the  corporation  and  ieft-a£lsy^ 
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ttext  open  to  our  view.  I  never  fully  dlfcovered 
the  reafon  before,  why  our  church  is  always  in 
danger.  In  danger  it  will  be  always,  my  lord, 
unlefs  fixed  upon  a  morefolid  bafis  and  foundation. 
It  is  an  undutiful  refle(Slion  from  a  fon  of  the 
church,  that  has  been  nurfed  with  tendernefs  in 
herbofom,  and  fhared  in  her  choiceft  bleifings,  to^ 
fuggeft  that  fhe  cannot  maintain  herground  without 
invading  the  rights  of  mankind.  Is  the  authority 
t)f  the  church  to  be  fupported  not  by  dint  of  reafon, 
but  by  oppreffive  tyrannical  power?  Mahometifm 
and  Popery  will  of  courfe  rival  her  in  all  her 
glories.  My  lord,  it  is  beneath  the  chara<Sl:er  of  a 
wife  mafter  builder  to  infinuate,  that  church" 
architeSfure  is  never  fafe  without  fuch  political fcaf" 
folds  and  buttrefles  to  erecl  and  fupport  it.  Will 
your  lordfhip  confefs  no  divinity  but  power,  and 
pay  homage  to  no  God  but  that  of  riches  ?  why 
fo  much  buftle  then  about  i\it  Jacrednefs  of  church- 
rights  ?  your  lordlhip  has  cleared  up  the  matter* 
Sampfon's  riddle^  when  applied  to  this,  carries 
along  with  it  no  myftery  2it  all.  Out  of  the  eater 
comes  forth  meat^  and  out  of  the  ftrong  comes 
iox\\\fweetnef5. 

But,  my  lord,  are  thefe  Important  oui-vjorks  of 
the  eftablifhment,  of  any  importance  in  recom- 
mending virtue  and  Chriftian  fincerity  ?  how  pre- 
Ipofterous  would  fuch  a  declaration  as  this  appear! 
■^[  folemnly  commemorate  the  fufFerings  of  my 
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redeemer,  with  a   view  not  to  Improve  my  mo- 
rals, but  to  be  qualiiiid  fcr  a  pod — in  the  church 
or    army.     No   wonder,     my   lord,     if  infidels 
ridicule  Chriftianit}^,    when   church  men  them- 
felves  thus  avowedly  blafpheme  one  of  its  mofl:  fo- 
lemn  inftltutions:     It  is  fhoeking  to  fee  fuch  fla- 
grant and  fcandalous  wickednefs  encouraged.  But 
I  have  fo  great  a  veneration  for  the  orthodox  fons 
of  the  church,  that  I   would  not  put  fuch   an  af- 
front upon  their  honefty,  as  to  imagine  that  they 
are  fincere,  when  they  reprefent  the  receiving  the 
eucharift,  as  a  duty  of  great  folemnity  and  im- 
portance.    Did  they    believe  this,   they  would  at 
]eaft  rival  the  piety  of— your  lordfhip   can  teU 
"whom,  and  tremble  at  fuch  an  infamous  proftitu- 
tion  of  it,    to  ferve  ambitious  and  worldly  views. 
The  corporation  and  teft-a<Si:s  are  the  important  out- 
works  of  the  eftahlijhment  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  racks, 
inquifitions,  the  do£^rines  of  infallibility,    penan- 
ces, pilgrimages,  and  abfolutions,  are  the  impor- 
tant out'Works  of  another  communion.     They  are 
calculated  toeftablifh  craft,  to  give  fandtion  to  fu- 
perftition,    and  raife  up  a  kingdom  of  tyranni- 
cal priefts  upon  the  ruins  of  Chriffs  chwch  and 
Kingdom* 

I  leave  your  lordfhip  to  give  a  full  loofe  to 
your  pathetic  vifionary  fears,  in  the  fucceding 
pages,  concerning  the  diflrcfs  and  danger  of  the 
church.    Lror4  pity  the  miferablc  creature  that 

has 
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has  lain  under  fuch  bitter  anguifli  and  afHi£lion. 
Reftore  health, ignorance,and  infallibility  amongft 
all  her  fons.  Propogate  tyranny,  eftablifli  con- 
fufion  in  the  land.  Let  liberty  ficken,  let  virtue 
die,  and  the  church  will  for  ever  live  and  reign  in 
peace.  Let  your  lordfhip  fay  amen  to  this,  and 
let  all  good  churchmen  blefs  you,  and  thofe  of 
your  lordfhips  principles,  as  the  Saviour  of  their 
church  and  nation. 

As  *  Pamela'^  addrefs  to  an  heathen  deity, 
was  canonized  by  the  adoption  of  the  royal  mar^ 
tyr ;  fo  I  make  no  queftion,  if  this  prayer  fbould 
be  adopted  by  your  lordjhip^  but  that  it  would  be 
counted  orthodox,  not  only  by  all  your  friends^ 
but  likewlfe  by  all  the  pr of ejfed  enemies  to  his  pre- 
fent  majefty's  government  and  adminiftration. 
To  fhew  with  what  propriety  it  may  be  ufed  by 
you,  I  (hall  tranfcribe  at  length  a  few  paiTages  that 
contain  a  lively  image  of  your  lordfhip^s  zeal  for 
the  church  f. 

"  At  fo  critical  a  juncture,  when  cotnmon  Chrl- 
"  ftianily  is  treated  with  an  avowed  contempt 
"  and  open  prophanenefs  ;  Vv'hen  an  undifguifed 
*'  immorality  prevails  fo  very  generally;  when 
"  there  is  fcarce  honefly  enough  left  to  fave  the 
0.2  «  nation 

♦  A  prayer  ufed  by  an  imaginary  Lac^y,  in  Sir  P.  S.   Arcadia 
and  ufed  by-King  C.  as  his  own,  in  the  famous  E'lkm  BaJiUke^ 
\  Charge  i.  p.  41. 
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**  nation  from   downiis;lit  ruin  ;  when,    with  re- 
**  gard  to  the  efiabliflied  church  in   particular^ 
**  the  royal  fupremacy,  is  profefTediy  expofed  as 
*'  inconfiftent  with  the  rightsof  confcience^  even 
**  that  fupremacy,  which  was  the  ground-work 
**  of  the   reformation  among   us  from    popery^ 
**  which  was  acknowledged  and  fworn  to  by  the 
**  old  p«n'/tf«Jthemfeives,  though  now  inconfifl- 
**  cntly  enough  difowned   and  condemned  in  the 
**  new  hiftory  and   vindication  of  them  and  their 
••  principles;  and  that  too,   after  a  toleration  had 
**  been  allowed  to  the  prefent  dilTenters,    which 
**  was  liot  to  ihe puritans ;  when  fo  deftrucSlive  an 
•*  attempt  has  been  made  on  the  legal  maincen- 
**  ance  of  the  clergy,  as  the   late  tithe-bill,  and 
«<  confequently  on  the  fubfiftence  of  the  prieft- 
*'  hood,  and  what  is  connc£led  with  it,  I  mean, 
<«  the  fate  of  the  Chriftian  religion  amongft  us; 
<*  when  an  attack  has  been  fo  lately  made  on  the 
*^  important  out-works  of  our  ecclefiaftical  efta- 
•<  blifhment,     the    corporation     and    teft-adts, 
**  with  the  greatcft  infolence  toward  the   efta- 
«<  blifhed  church,  and  moft  undutiful  menaces  of 
«*.  the  civil  government,  in  the  controverfial  pam- 
«  phlets  on  that  fubje6l ;  when,  under  the  folemn 
*<  pretence  of  reforming  the  abufes  of  the  ecclcfi- 
««  aftical   courts,   all  epifcoj)al  authority  has  fo 
*«  lately  been  well-nigh  undermined,  or  rather  cut 
*«  up  by  the  roots,    in  that  fcheme  of  reforma- 

"  tion. 
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*'  tlon,  as  it  was    originally  farmed  :    and  if  that 
"■  order  had  been  rendered  ufelefs,     as  no  doubt 
**  it  would  have  been,  though  when  ftripped  of  all 
*'  authority,  it  is  natural  to  infer,  that  the  reve- 
•'  nues  of  it  would  have  been  foon  thought  ufelefs 
"  too,    to  men   deprived  of  all  real    authority  ; 
**  and  that  therefore    the    order  itfelf,    in  refult 
"  ofthingSj  might  have  been  confidered  as  fuper- 
•'  fluous,  and   perhaps  in  due  time,    thought  fit 
*'  to  be  abolished  as  infignificant  :    v/hen,    again, 
**  churches  themfelves,    the  great  inflruments  of 
''  preferving   fome  fenfe  of  religion   among  us, 
*'  have  lately  been  put  in  fuch  a  method  of  repairs, 
**  as  probably  would  have  ended  in  the  irretrievable 
"  ruin  of  the  greater  part  of  them  in  no  long 
**  period  of  time :  when,  1  ike  wife,  the  corre<SlionL 
*'  of    abufes    of    matrimonial  licences  is   well 
'*  known  to  have  been  laboured  in  fo  abfurd  a 
'^  manner,    as  to  have  permitted  the  marriage  of 
*'  minors  ofeachfex,  without  the  confent  of  their 
**  parents  or  guardians  ;  though  the  late  pretended 
"  reformation  of  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi6lion,    was 
<*  originally   founded   on  an  irregular  marriage, 
*^  and  an   abfurd  licence :    when,    once  more, 
'*  to  compleat  fo  bad  a  profpe£l,  the  propofed  re'- 
"  formation  of  epifcopal  jurifdid^ion,  has  derived 
"  its  origin  from  fome  perfons  that  have  profefled 
*'  no  fmall  zeal  for  the  church  of  England^  but 
who  have  not  difdained  to  copy  after  the  avowed 
0^3  '*  adverfwies 


c« 
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**•- adverfarles  of  the  church,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  times  of  confufion:  when  the  melancholly 
circumftances,  I  fay,  have  fo  lately  concurred, 
(the  confequences  of  which,  are  not  perhaps,  fo 
generally  underflood  by  the  parochial  clergy, 
in  parts  remote  from  the  great  fcene  of  bufinefs, 
^^  as  they  ought  to  be)  it  is  natural  to  infer  from 
''^  t'ne  whole,  that  our  zeal  for  the  eftablifhed 
*'  church,  ought  to  bearajuft  proportion  to  the 
*'  danger  of  its  prefent  fituation  ;  as  likewife, 
'^  its  conftitutlon,  in  confequence  of  the  mofl 
''  diligent  enquiries  into  the  grounds  and  founda- 
*'  tion  of  it.  If  thefe  are  not  proper  occalions  for 
*'^  zeal  for  our  ecclefiaftical  constitution,  it  is  not 
'^  eafy  to  aflign  citcumftances  that  may  jullly  de- 
**  mandit." 

Surely,  my  lord,  Cain^s  ^«r/^  has  been  entailed 
upon  the  church  in  thefe  latter  ages. — Every  one 

that  finds  me  w'lW  Jlay  me. -I  Vv^ill  not  pretend 

to  fay,  that  it  is  for  the  fame  reafon,  becaufe  it  de- 
lights in  blcodfhed  and  lordly  lawlefs  jurifdidion, 
where  it  has  no  right  to  exert  any  authority  at  all. 
But,  my  lord,  it  may  be  neither  unindrucflive  noF 
unentertaining,  to  take  a  view  how  ihh  eccle/ia/li- 
caljhuttle-cock^  the  danger  of  the  church,  has  been 
played  about  on  difFerentand  repeated  occafions. 
The  danger  of  the  church  was  warmly  urged^  to 
bring  the  glorious  revolution  into  difgrace  ;  the 
danger  of  the  church  was  pleadqd  againftthe  a6i 

of 
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of  toleration,    for  weak   and  fcrupulous  corifcien- 

ces. The  danger  o'i  the  church   was.likevvife 

the  foundationof  the  rchifm-bill ;  the  dangerof  the 
church  betrayed  the  brave  Catalans^  and  patched 
up  the  fcandalous  peace  of  Utrecht. — The  dangcj 
of  the  church  was  at  the  head  of  the  Pre/Ion  re- 
bellion ;  and  the  danj^^er  of  this  totterins;  unweildy 
fabric  has  nurfed  all  the  rude  infolencies  offered 
to  his  prefent  majefly's  government,  whom  may 
God  long  preferve.  About  the  thirtieth  oijarni-- 
ary  the  church  is  yearly  in  more  imminent  dan- 
ger, as  has  been  obferved  by  Sir  Richard  Steele^  in 
his  incomparable  letter  to  the  Pcpe^,  A  treaiife  I 
would  recommend  to  the  frequent  and  diligent  per- 
ufal  of  your  lordfhip.  But  one  would  think, 
from  the  continuance  of  that  annlverjary^  that 
God  almighty  pays  but  fmall  regards  to  the  cries 
and  prayers  of  the  church,  and  that  the  priefls, 
whatever  intereft  they  may  have  on  earth,  have 
but  little  in  heaven  ;  inafmuch  that  they  have  been 
praying  near  a  hundred  years,  for  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  one  fin,  and  yet  by  God,  as  well  as  men, 
unforgiven  ftill ;  ioi  {o\Qmr\  party  roge^  znd  party 
prayers,  are  yet  annually  obferved  on  the  occafion. 
In  the  year  1705,  the  complaints  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  church  fpread  abroad  to  diftra6t  the 
kingdom  with  unreafonable  and  groundlefsdiflrufts 
and  jealoufies,  incurred  a  fevere  cenfure  from  the 

0,4  legiflature 

*  The   letter   here  referred  to,  was  written  by   Dr,  Hoa<Iiyf 
late  Bifhop  of  Winehejter, 
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legiflature  of  the  nation,    and  *'  it  was  reforved, 
^'  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and   temporal,    and  eom- 

mons  in  parlbment  a/Iembkd,  that  the  church 
*«  of  England^  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  which  was 
*'  refcued  from  the  extremeft  danger,  by  King 
*'  /F////^/«  the  third,  of  glorious  memory,  is  now, 

by  God's  bleffing,  under  the  happy  reign  of  her 
'^  prefent  majefly,  in  a  moft  fafe  and  a<  urifliing 
**  condition  ;  and  that  whofoever  goes  about  to 
**  fugged  the  church  is  in  danger  under  her 
**  majefty's  adminiftration,    is  an  enemy  to  the 

*'  queen,    the  church,    and  the  kingdom."-^ 

You  dare  not  fuggeft,  my  lord,  but  that  our  pre- 
fent gracious  fovereign,  is  as  cordial  and  fir  cere  a 
friend  to  the  Church  as  the  late  Queen  Anm^ 
Should  your  lordfbip's  outcries  therefore,  of  the 
church's  danger,  be  deemed  worthy  of  parliamen- 
tary notice,  mufi  you  not  expedl  in  parliamentary 
language,  to  be  marked  out  as  an  enemy  to  hia 
inajefty,  the  church,  and  the  kingdom'^  would 
you  not  be  attainted  with  prQpagatlng  faction,  and 
promoting  unreafonable  and  groundiefs  diftruihand 
jealoufies  among  the  king's  liege  fubjefts  ?  is  this 
the  commiflion,  my  lord,  that  you  have  been 
entrufted  with  from  heaven  ?  or  this  the  dijiingutjh'> 
mg  charaSier  which  is  your  boafted  claim  ?  if  fo, 
Jet  it  be  defpifed,  let  it  be  unenvied,  but  let  it  never 
te  imitated  by  any  tru^  protelUntS;^  or  any  fmcere 

lovers 
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lovers  of  their  country.  According  to  your  lord, 
ihip,  it  is  dangerous  to  attempt  any  further  refor. 
mations  in  the  church,  though  you  acknowledge 
fuch  reformations  are  wanrlng.  You  allow  there 
arelefler  deficiencies  in  our  ecclefiaftical  conflitu- 
tion,  and  yet  the  reined)  ing  of  thefe  ought  not  to 
be  attempted.  SuchinconfiP.ent^innovatingfchemes 
can  never  do  honour  to  Chriftianity  j  and  though 
they  may  take  with  the  befotted  part  of  the  na- 
tion, fuch  as  are  enthufiafh  for  craft  and  power,, 
yet  they  will  meet  with  a  jufter  fate  from  all  men 
of  found  reafon  and  fober  underftandings,. 

I  find  it  is  aflerted  by  your  lordfhip,  "   that  the 
"  profejjedfriendi  of  the  church,  are  entring  into  a 
**  confpiracy  againfl-  it".   I  cannot  appropriate  the 
honour     of  this  remark,    folely    to    your    lord- 
fhip.— I  have    oft  heard  as  much  from  a  tu?nuL. 
tuous    rabble   at  country    ele.dions  *..     "  Some 
<*  perfons  that  have  profefTed  no  frnall  zeal  for  the- 
**  church  of  £72^/3 W,  have  notdifdained  to  copy  af- 
*-*  ter  the  avowed  adverfaries  of  the  church,  in  the 
**  beginning  of  the  times  ofconfufion".  Who  were 
thofe  avowed    adverfaries^     my  lord  ?.   Hampden 
and   other   illuftrious  patriots,    whofe  names  will- 
engage  a  grateful  reverence,     when  little  pam- 
phleteers,     that   deal   about     commGn-place  rage 
andinveii^ive,  will  be  either  defpi  fed  or  forgotten, 

Q.S  It. 
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It  is  faid  by  your  lordfhlp,  "  foreign  proteilants- 
"  are  not  to  be  molefted,  but  our  difTenting  pro-.- 
*'  teftants  *  at  home^  demand  a  very  different 
''  conduct."  That  is,  according  to  your  lordfhip, 
as  we  diff^er  ffom  them  in  our  notions  concerning 
the  importance  of  ceremonies,  and  the  piety  of 
impofitions,  fo  neither  ought  v/e  to  be  united 
with  them  in  an  amicable  intercourfe,  and  chari- 
table fcntiments  as  to  other  matters.  Let  our 
charity  towards  them  extend  no  further  than 
we  are  dire6ted  by  felf-intereft  and  advantage. 
Let  them  be  painted  as  fo  many  monfters  in  na- 
ture. Reprefent  them  in  the  fame,  views  as  in* 
fidels  do  high-churchmen,  a  pack  of  knaves; 
and  enthufiajis,  >*  But,  t  ^^  point  of  prudence^ 
*'  fays  your  lordfhip,  let  us  not  give  any  juft  fuf- 
^^  picions  of  our  difguft  to  the  legal  toleration  of 
*^  them."^'  In  point  of  prudence^  is  this  thehigheft 
pitch  of  your  lordfhip's  charity  and  religion  I 
are  your  lordfhip's  regards  for  Chrijiianity  afleep  ? 
or  are  the  divine  rights  of  tithes  and  epifcopacy, 
the  only,  effentials  of  your  lordfhip's  faith  ?  in 
point  of  prudence  ^VfG  are  not  to  appear  open  advo- 
qates  for  perfecution. — 1heti?nes  will  not  bear  this.. 

— The  church  is^^t;^  and  in  danger,  for  we  have: 

a  proteftant  prince  on  the  throne,  who  will  not  be 
iockeyedhy  ecclefiajiics  out  of  the   afFe^lions  and' 

liberties-. 

«.  Charge  I,  p.  46.  f  Ibidv 
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liberties  of  his  rubje6ls. — In  point  of  prudence^  we 
mud  fit  eafy  under  thefe  melancholy  circumftances, 
and  not  attempt  to  crufh  thofe  whom  ihcle^ijlature 
believes  to  be  om  fellovj  creatures.  But,  my  lord, 
it  requires  no  great  degree  of  faintfliip  to  prophe- 
fy,  what  would  be  their /<?/^,  were  it  left  to  your 
lordfhip's  charitable  decifion.  Were  it  prudential^ 
you  would  readily  concur  in  the  good  work  oicur- 
fing  and  dragooning  thefe  heretics  into  their  right 
minds.  Were  it  prudential^  the  adt  de  Ho'retico 
cofnburendo  (hould  be  publickly  defended,  and 
Smiihf eld  flames  fhould  wqv&x  Jleep  or  die.  I  would 
gladly  be  informed,  whether  prudentials  conRitute- 
-the  whole  of  your  lorddiip's  religion  ?  whether 
our  loyalty^  like  our  charity ^  is  to  be  carried  on  in 
point  of  prudence,  my  lord  r  whether  it  he  not  in 
point  of  prudence^  only,  that  you  (wt2ir  allegiance  to 
the  king,  and  acknowledge  the  royal  fupreniacy, 
— I  would  likewife  fubmit  it  to  your  lordOiip's 
judicious  determination,  whether  points  of  virtue*, 
of  honejly,  of  confcience^  ought  to  pay  homgcre  to 
points  of  prudence,  or  not  ?  but  perhaps  your  lord- 
fhip  may  not  think  it  z  point  of  prudence,  to  give  a 
determinate  anfwer  to  this.  In  point  of  prudence, 
"  we  are  not  to  give  any  juft  fufpicions,  that  v/e 
"  envy  or  grudge  them  that  indulgence  allowed 
*'  them,of  worfhipping  God  after  their  own  man- 
*'  ner,  and  of  enjoying  without  diflurbance,  the 
"•  dilates  of  their  own  confcience? ,"   I  find,  my 

0.6  lord,. 
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lord,  our  difTenting  proteftants  are  juft  as  much 
indebted  to  your  lordfhip,  as  good  Chriftians  are 
to  him  whofe  dlftin^utjhing  charaSier  is,  that  he 
feeks  whora  he  may  devour.  They  are  in  no  dan- 
ger from  him,  becaufe-rr-he  is  not  in  a  capacity  to. 
liurt  or  deflroy  them.  In  fo'int  of  prudence  y  we  are 
flot  to  hang  or  burn  them  for  faying  their  prayers, 
%^>Qw^QuraJ[idmty\vi  zcAX^diwi^^church  //VZ^^/,  (hould- 
allow  us  no  time  to  pay  ourfelves.  But  if  they  de- 
cry eftablifhraents,  were  it  in  our  power,  ven- 
geance and  blood  fliould  purfue  them !  let  the 
fword  be  girt  on,  2S\^  Jheath  It  in  their  gore  and 
bowels  1  thefe  are  the  natural  confeq[uences  oC 
jourlordfhip's  zeal.. 

But,  it  feems,  they  are  fofond  of  power,  or  pofts 
of  authority,  as  to  labour  at  breaking  down  the 
fences  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  thereby 
place  themfelves  on  a  level  with  the  national  efla-* 
blifhment,  on  occafign  of  merely  fecular  matters 
that  are  confefTedly  foreign  to  our  religious  pre- 
tcnfions  *.  How  can  Chrlftianity  fuffer  if  thofe^ 
fences  were  broken  down,^.  that  your  lordfhip  ac- 
knowlef^^es  to  be  of  no  importance  to  religion  ? 
but,  it  feems,  lufls  after  power  and  pofls  of  autho-- 
yity,  though  foreign  to  religious  prefenJions^yttViXQ 
fo  far  from  being /^r^/^«,  that  they  are  ejfeniial  io. 
the  charaaer  of  a  good  churchman,. 

Though 

'J^Charge  1.  pf  4^1, 


A  Cordial  for  Low  Spirits.      349 

Though  weakj^«j//Vjmay  difcover  an  avowed 
contempt  of  fecular  matters,  when  they  (land  in 
competition  with  their  duty,  yet  I  am  ftilJ  willing 
to  beJieve,  that  you  will  not  admit  fecular  matters 
to  be  foreign  to  ysur  lord/hip's  religious pretenfions. 
The  reader  will  agree  with  me,  when  he  reflects  on. 
what  you  have  afTerted  on  iiihe  hills  and  th^fats 
cfChriJiianity^  being  immediately  and  neceflarily. 
connedted.  According  to  this,  the  property  of  thc: 
Almighty  ought  to  be  transferred  to  his  vicegerents \^ 
the  earthj  3.nd  the  fullne/s  thereof^  fhould  be  no  lon- 
ger the  lordh^  but  the  clergy*s. 

How  far  the  government  "  has  exerted  itfelfin-. 
**  quafhing  the  tithe  bill  and  corporation  2ind  teji'-^ 
**  a£lsy*  is  none  of  my  bufmefs  to  confiden  If  in, 
fa£t  it  be  fo,  I  prefume,  my  lord,  they  do  not  think 
themfelves  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  difcovery  ^ 
and  perhaps  they  would  not,  in  point  of  prudencey 
truft  your  lordfhij)  with  a  fecrei^  as  foon  as  a. 
tranflation* 

"  Our  zeal  for  the  conftitution  of  the  national, 
^*  church,  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  charity 
*'  toward  thofe  who  unhappily  diflent  from  it  :'*• 
yes,  \n  point  of  prudence^  my  lord,  liballnot  en- 
ter into  the  reafon  that  obliged  your  lordfliip  to 
take  notice  of  the  innovation  complained  of  in  your 
diocefe,,  with  reference  to  the  burial  of  the  bap- 

ti%?d. 
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tized  children  of  proteflant  difTenters  *,  Nor 
fhall  I,  at  this  time,  take  upon  me  to  enquire, 
whether  baptifm  was  intended  as  a  {landing  dif-. 
penfation  in  the  Chriftian  church,  or  was  to  be  of 
temporary  duration.  This  is  obvious  to  all,  that 
the  commiflion  given  the  apoftles  to  baptize,  ex- 
tended no  further  than  to  themfelves,  1  will  be- with 
y<?u  to  the  end  of  the  zvorld.  Will  any.  one  pre- 
tend that  God  Almighty  has  always  been  with  the 
priefthood,  or  that  he  has  danced  attendance  upon 
a  corrupt  tyrannical cltxgy  I  this  is  certain,,  my 
lord,  that  haptifn  has  oft  been  reprefented  more 
like  a  charm,  than  a  rational  ufeful  inftitution. 
Some  time  ago,  an  orthodox  divine  in  your  lord" 
Jhip\  diocefe  too^  adminiftring  private  baptifm  to 
an  infant,  the  water  was  brought  in  a  wooden 
bowl.  The  c&remony  being  concluded,  the  re^ 
verend  enthufiaft  took  occafion  to  addrefs  the  pa- 
rent in  the  following  manner  :  fir,  you  are  to  un^ 
derftand,  this  bowl  has  been  confecrated  by  virtue 
of  my  prle/ily  authority  andfunSlion,.  It  would  be 
facrilege  to  defile  it  for  any  vulgar  ufe  and  fervice, 
and  therefore,  by  way  of  prevention,  I  take  the  //- 
lerty  to  burn  It.  Accordingly  he  difpofed  of  the 
wooden  idol  and  warmed  himfelf  by  the  fire  his 
%eal  had  kindled,  I  prefume,  my  lord,  had  it 
been  a  filver  bowl,  he  would  have  aded  with  a  ftill 


greater^ 
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greater  holy  caution,  and  to  prefer-ve  it  from  pol- 
lution, would  have  taken  the  liberty  to  have  ap- 
propriated it  to  himfelfy  as  a  facred  treafure  apper- 
taining to  the  church. — I  mention  this,  in  honour. 
of  your  lordfhip,  to  (hew  that  the  zeal  you  re- 
commend for  the  church,  has  not  been  loft  upon 
your  clergy. 

Having  confidered  many  fpeclmens  of  your 
lordfliip's  zeal,  we  are  now  arrived  at^w^inftance 
of  your  charity.  It  is  granted  by  you,  that  bap- 
tized diflenters  are — Chriftians.  But  what  are 
we  tounderftand  by  their  being  Chriftians  at  large?. 
are  they  pollefled  of  more  generous  catholic  prin- 
ciples, or  a  more  benevolent  charatler  than  thofe 
who  belong  to  our  church  and  communion  .?  or. 
doth  your  lordfhip  mean,  that  they  are  the  drofs. 
of  nature,  and  the  refufe  of  the  world.  I  promife 
to  fee  this  explained  by  your  lordfhip,  in  a  key  to 
your  charge,  whenever  the  world  is  favoured  vt^ith 

a  fecond  edition  of  it. -You  have   entred  into 

fome  particulars,  to  contribute  to  fet  fcrupulous. 
clergymen  right.  But  this  is  to  be  efFe6led  in  a 
more  compendious  way,  than  by  dint  of  reafon- 
ing  and  perfuafion  ;  zfcarf^  a  ring^  and  2.  funeral 
fetmoHy  is  an  approved  and  infaUible  remedy,  my 
lord,  to  remove  the  fcruples  of  all  confcientlous 
v'lcars^  curates^  or  hi/hops,  concerning  the  la wful- 
nsfs  of  burying  proteftant  diiTcnters  in  confecrated' 

clay,, 
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€lay.  I  flatter  myfelF,  that  this  prefcription  will  not 
fjsiilofysur  lord/hip's  favourable  recommendation. 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  agree  with  you,  my  lord 
that  all  encomiums  of  our  ecclefiaftic^l  conftitu- 
tion,  are  vain  and  inGgnificant  things,  unlefs  we 
fcew  the  great  advantage  of  it  in  the  influence  it 
has  on  our  lives    ^nd  converfations.     It  duth  not 
necefTarily  follow,  that  the  fens  of  the  church  are 
^^/r^  of  heaven,,  becaufe  they  inherit  a  great   part 
of  the  weGlth'd.nd  pozver  of  the  nation.     Zeal  for  a; 
hierarchy,  is  not  always  attended  with  common, 
honefly,  much  lefs  is  it  an  infallible  token  of  di- 
vine grace.     Nor  doth  it  follow,  that  becaufe  our 
names  are  iaroiled  in  the  regifier,  that  therefore: 
they   are  writ  in  the  book  of  life..    Your  lord- 
fhip  well  knows  thatconfecrated  bricks,  clay, and 
timber  have    been    the  idol'divinities  of  modern 
times.     Epifcopal  benedidions  have   made  flocks 
and  ftones  as  wife  and  holy,  as  thofe  who  beftow- 
ed  the  bleffing  upon  them.     A  religious  reverence 
has  been  paid  to  beings  that  have  neither  eyes  to 
fee,  ears  to   hear,  nor  hearts  to  conceive  ;  and  - 
not  only  they  who  worjhip^  butthey  who  canonized 
tbemy  have  been  like  unto  them,  and  fo  is  every  one 
that  trujieth  in  them.     Butj  my  lord,  I    would 
gladly  be  informed,  whether  the  beauty  of  holinefs 
can  confift  in  things  that  have  neither  beauty  nor 
holinefs  in  them.     As  it  is  ihe/>^<?/>/<?that  conffi*- 
tutes  the  churchy  fo  it  \s  2l  good  people  that  m?kes  a 
lood  churfh,  i^  peopk  orthodox  in  thar  Ims,  th^t 

makes.. 
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makes  an  orthodox  church ;  though  a  lowfottlfh  pro- 
fligate deportment,  is  2.x\  ejfentlal  charaSleriJiicoi 
2iX\  infallible  church  \2.w^vi\i\\^  the  glorious  pillars 
of  it  are  fober  enough  to  jl and  upon  their  own 
limbs,  their  church  will  be  in  danger  o{ falling. 
Where  fuch  a  fpirit  prevails,  Chriilianity  muft 
languifh  under  its  malignant  and  baneful  influence. 
We  may  as  foon  expe(^  the  devil  to  turn  ?nora' 
liji^  or  a  mifer  to  be  charitable  a;id  honeji^^  as  hope 
that  a  priejlhood  fnould  reform  the  world,  that  are 
themfelves  profeffed  enemies  to  the  principles  of  //*- 
herty  and  reformation.  The  mofi:  elevated  preten- 
fions  to  fanfbity,  unlefs  adorned  by  a  fuitabie  con- 
du6l,  like  the  charms  of  a  common  projftitute,  lofc 
all  their  beauty  and  force. 

Rather,  therefore,  my  lord,  than  confecrate  ty» 
ranny  with  an  air  of  devotion  ;  rather  than  adopt 
unchrl/iian  ufurpations  into  our  excellent  church  j 
gather  than  metamorphofi  th^  chrgy  into  harpies, 
exert  your  zeal  in  recommending  moral  virtue,  be- 
nevolence and  charity,  to  their  choice  and  elleem. 
Let  the  language  of  the  pulpit  be  peace  and  truth* 
Set  an  example  before  your  brethren,  firft,  to 
preach,  and  next  of  all,  to  preach  not  themfelve?, 
but — rChrift  Jefus.  Convince  them,  my  lord, 
that  it  will  gi-c^  a  greater  dignity  to  their  charac- 
ter, to  be  rainifters  of  righteoufnefs,  than  to  be 
the  pimps  of  a  faction,  .ti>e  lacqueys  of  infallibi- 
lity, and  the  promoiers  of  llrife  and  wrath.  But 
your  lordfbip  is    no    friend  to   inKovations  in  the 

church. 
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church,    and    therefore    poffibly   may   rejed   all 
this. 

Many  have  been  deemed  enemies  to  the  church, 
for  no  other  reafon,  in  the  opinion  of  fall  ibk  men, 
than  their  attachment  to  uncorrupt  Chriftianity ; 
and  infidels  have  thought,  that  more  have  incurred 
•the  cenfure  of  eccleftajiical  dainnation  for  their  ho- 
nefty,  than  for  their  want  of  grace.  It  is  pojfible^ 
'nay,  it  is  comtnon  to  be  a  good  churchman,  without 
ever  attending  tlie  fervices  of  the  church  at  all ;  and 
yet  an  opoftate  from  the  church,  has  been  counted 
a  more  dreadful  hydra,  than  an  apoftate  from 
grace  and  goodnefs.  I  am  led  to  thefe  reflec- 
tions, by  what  your  lordfliip  obferves,  that  your 
adverfaries,  that  is,  as  you  have  explained 
yourfelf,  thofe  who  diflent  from  us,  are  gone  off 
from  that  outward  appearance  of  fan^^ity,  and  feve- 
rity  of  morals,  with  which  thofe  of  their  party  firft 
fet  out,  and 'z;/?r«//??^^  over  the  the  caufe  of /'w //^«//?77, 
and  the  fubfequent  feparation.  If  this  remark 
fhews  any  thing,  befides  weaknefs  and  malice,  it 
muft  be  this, — that  an  outward  appearance  of  fanc- 
tity,  a  mere  varnijh  of  piety,  is  all  that  your  lord- 
ship thinks  necefTary  to  recommend  to  your  clergy. 
But,  my  lord,  doth  it  nbt  betray  the  moft  ac- 
complilhed  partiality,  that  feverity  of  morals 
fhould,  on  all  former  occafions,  be  reprefented  by 
men  of  your  iordfhip's  principles,  as  fanaticifm 
and  enthufiafm,  and  that  the  refinements  of  that 

party 
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party  fliould  now  be  arraigned,  as  proceeding  from 
want  of  zeal. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  take  notice  of  your  lord- 
fhip's  charitable  difpofition,  in  treating  all  thofe  as 
your  adverfaries^  who  entertain  any  notions  difFe- 
rent  from  thofe  which  are  eftablifiied.  Inftead  of 
faying.we  are  brethren,  why  iliould  we  fall  out  by 
the  v/ay  ?  It  is  thought  proper  to  kindle  men's  paf- 
fions  againft  them,  and  make  them  eafier  facrifices 
to  the  zeal  2.n^  devotion  of  a  mob.  But,  my  lord, 
why  are   they  counted   adverfaries  ?  do  they  hate 

bifhops? ^No,  they  wifh   we  bad  many  mors 

that — would  be    wife,  faithful    and   honei}.     Do 

they    declare  againft   Chriftianity  ? No,  they 

confefs  the  bible  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  and 
ftandard  !  do  they  decry  a  miniftry  ihthe  church  ? 
— No,  they  oppofe  only  thofe  who  would  lord  \t 
over  God*s  heritage,  and  claim  dominion  over 
their  faitii.  Do  their  clergy  fwear  allegiance  to 
the  king,  and  as  under  God,  the  fupreine  ruler  of 
the  church  \  and  yet  place  themfcives  on  a  level 
with  the  civil  coN/litutionh(e\f',  nay,  independent  oi 
ail  fecular  authority  ? — No,  they  have  appeared 
hearty  friends  to  the  proteftant  government  and 
fucceiiion,  without  equivocation,  and  without 
referve  ;  and,  which  is  more,  without  any  profpedt 
of  railing  themfelves  to  any  epifcopal  dignities  of 
konaurs  I  can   thefe  be  your  reafons,  why  they 
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are  treated  as  your  adverfaries,  my  lord  ?  I  leav® 

your  lordfhip  to  determine  this, . 

I  pafs  by  your  complaints  of  the  ill  morals  and 
infidelity  of  the  age,  as  having  been  already  con- 
fidered,  and  proceed  to  con  fide  r  the  characters  you 
attribute   to  the  clergy  *.  •—-—They  are  Chrift's 
ambafladors.— It  is   with   pleafure  I  exprefs    the 
high  veneration  I  owe  to  worthy  and  learned  cler- 
gymen, fuch  as  appear  to  be  perfons  of  candor, 
knowledge  and  integrity  ;  and  fuch  there  be,  who. 
are  an  ornament  to  human  nature.     But  in  gene- 
ral, are  not  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  minifters 
of  the  Chrif!:ian   difpenfation,  fubje(5l  to  like  paf-« 
fions  with  othersjss  covetous,  as  tyrannical,  asini- 
moral,  and  as  ignorant  as  others?  are  thefe  Chrift's 
anibafladors  ?  as  for  my  part,  I  entertain  a  high» 
er  notion  of  the  author   of  the  Chriftian  religion,, 
iban  to  believe  iha^t  he  would  intruft  either  fools  or 
knaves  with  a  folemn  embaiTy  and  commiifion,  not 
to  mention  that  thofe  whom  your  lordihip  repre- 
fents  as  the  amhajjhdors  ofChriJi^  and  confequently 
of  love  2in6  peace,  have  frequently   been  the  pro-^ 
moiers  of  difcordy  and  the  heralds  of  wrath   and 
deftruSiion,      Are  they    watchmen  ? — Let    them 
watch  ov^x  fouls  as  well  as  tithes  I  and  let  them 
pray  not  for  wealth,  which    is  a  bleffing  they  en- 
joy m  common  with  the  reft  of  mankind,  but  for 

truth 
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truth  and  grace  !  are  they  Jhepherds  f — Let  them 
feed  is  well  s.s  /Jjeer  their  flocks,  and  let  them  not 
turn  a  houfe  of  prayers  into  a  den  of  thieves,  and 
gull  men  of  their  fortunes  and  underftandings  to- 
gether !  have  they  fpiritual  powers  that  are  in 
iheir  own  nature  dijVtnSifrom^  and  independent  of  all 
civil  authority  ?- — —Let  them  produce  their  cre- 
dentials 1  v^^ho  would  have  imagined  Hicks^  Alter- 
huryy  Sacheverel^  and  Woolfton^  to  have  been  the 
commi/lioners  of  heaven  ?  but  perhaps  the  laft 
forfeited  his  comtriiffon^  by  writing  againft  your 
lordfhip  ;  by  declaring,  that  he  loved  and  honour- 
ed the  whole  royal  family,  and  that  he  prayed 
for  them  without  pay,  which,  if  we  may  believe  an 
infidely  is  more  than  any  bilhop  in  the  kingdom 
doth. 

It  feems,  -they  are  likewife  the  ^  fuccejfors  of  the 
apofiles ; — fome  have  thought  them  to  be  an  ille- 
gitimate brood,  that  have  no  traces  of  their  pre- 
tended fathers  features  ;  and  though  I  cannot  fay 
they  work  for  their  livelihood,  yet  like  many  more 
of  their  faternity,  they  are  obliged  to  the  parifh  for 
a  maintenance  ;  or  otherwife  obtain  penfions  for 
keeping  out  of  it,  and  refiding  any  where  but— 
where  their  duty  calls  them. 

JJowever,  I  muft  not  omit  tranfcribing  a  few 
paragraphs  which  have  been  already  referred  to, 

that 
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that  may  give  further  light  into  this  matter.  — — — 
"  *  Agreeable  to  the  fpiritual  commiflion,  we 
''  have  received  from  oViTi  great  mafter  hiwfelf,  by 
"  the  fuccejjlon  of  his  appointed  church  officers, 
*'  in  fo  many  ages,  and  by  vindicating  on  all  pro^ 
"  per  eccafions^  thofe  fpiritual  powers  that  have 
'^  been  fo  derived,  as  in  their  own  Vi2X\xx^  diJlinSi 
"  from^  and  independent  of  all  fecular  authority. 
"  Thefe  we  and  are  maligned  by  perfons  that 
"  either  have  uojuji  fenfe  of  any  religion,  or  that 
*'  have  no  pretence  to  thofe  powers  by  fucceffion^ 
««  nor  indeed  by  any  thing  but  an  ill-founded^  and 
**  frequently  an  enthufmft ical  czW  j  and  therefore 
*'  no  wonder  they  are  fo  exafperated  againft  us, 
*'  when  we  refttfe  to  give  up  o\xx  diftinguijhing  cha^ 
*'  ra^er,  andyz«/^  ourfelves  into  a  /^z'^/ with  them. 
y^T\iZ  fceptlcal  writers  on  this  fubj^d,  pretend 
*'  that  we  have  derived  our  fpiritual  commiffion, 
«*  throuo-h  the  impure  canal,  as  they  call  it,  of  the 
««  church  of  Rome,  and  therefore  betray  a  ftrong 
*'  difpofition  to  invalidate  our  orders."  I  would 
gladly  be  informed,  my   lord,  what  thefe  rights 

of  fucceffion  are  founded  upon 1  doubt  it  will 

appear  to  be  according  to  firebrand  Tartuffe's  ac- 
count of  the  matter,  the  inftrument  of  their  power 
being  thrown  by  Phaeton'^^'' I  have 


*  Ibid 

**  Into  the  fea,  theivater  has  fo  damag'd  it, 
That  rone  but  priejls  coulde'vcr  read  itfncst 
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I  have  known  a  cobler,  rmy  it  pleafe  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  could  no.  earn  bread  by  his  trade,  yet 
has  been  dubbed  a  prlcil  in  our  church  eilablifhed  ; 
and  to  do  him  jufrice,  he  cob  led  diviKity  as 
wretchedly  as  old  floes.  Was  this  your  reiJhrend 
h'-oihery  my  lord,  within  the  line  of  fucceffion  ? ' 
if  not,  I  fufped  there  will  be  many  more  upon  an 
eqtial  footing.  But  allowing  thefey^/Vi/tt^/ t-//?/^- 
auts  their  pretcnfions,  yet  what  do  they  fucceed  the 
apoftles  in  ?  it  may  be  faid, — in  their  unacquain- 
/i:?;ztY  with  human  learning;  but  it  is  hoped  none  will 
pretend  that  they  fucceed  them  in  the  gifts  of  the 
fpirit.     They  fucceed  likewife,  in  what  the  apo- 

Jiies  never  hady fome  hundreds   or  thoufands  a 

year.     They  fucceed  the  apoftles  too.  in  thofe  very 

things  which  ihey  honefihj  rejeci:ed —lordly  pride 

and  prelatical  jurifditlion.  Vv  hen  Pi3z// and^^r?2^- 
^^ J  were  reprefented  as  Gods,  that  came  down  in 
the  likenefs  of  men,  they  expreiTed  a  generous  in- 
dignation at  the  miflaken  homage  that  was  paid 
them.  But  their  fuccejfors^  it  feems,  alTume  the 
image  of  Gods  ^2iV\^  refufetogive  up  xhis  diftinguijhing 
charaShr^  fo  as  to  fink  therr.felves  into  a  level  with 
men.  They  muft  be  fceptical  with  a  witnefs,  my 
lord,  who  dare  prefume  to  call  the  church  of 
Koine ^  that  holy  infallible  mother^  an  impure  canal, 
through  which  youderiveyourcommiffionPachurch 
impure,  that  abounds  with/)«r^  unfophifticated  wines 
and  gold  !  xht^Q  fceptical  writers  are  a  tribe  of  crazy 

enthuftafis. 
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^enihiifiafts.     It  is  an  impure  canai^  as  they  call  it^ 
hxxtyour  lordjhip  knows  better  things. 

Thus,  my  lord^  as  far  as  comported  with  my 
defign,  have  I  examined  the  moft  remarkable  par- 
ticulars in  your  two  charges  ts  the  dergy»  My 
view  has  been  to  do  honour  to  Vhriftianity^  and 
as  far  as  is  ct/njifteni  therewith^  to  your  krdjhip^. 
What  has  been  advanced,  proceeds  from  the  moft 
facred  regard  to  liberty,  to  virtue,  and  to  man- 
kind, ]^^  my  lord,  you  fhould  think  it  nece/Tary 
to  have  fome  animadverfionsupon  what  is  written, 
the  author  begs  leave  to  inform  youj  that  he  will 
be  always  ready  to  hear  what  is  offered  by  men  of 
Sftingui/hwg  chara€ier  j  but  fhall  think  himfelf  a- 
bove  taking  notice  of  any  hired  mifcelknifts^  that 
r^^^// ftupidity  and  fcandal.  Wifhing  your  lord- 
•fliip  a  happy  and fpeedy  tranflatton  in  this  world,  I 
do  not  mean  to  the  next ;  I  have  only  to  add,  that 
if  convinced  of  any  miftakes  in  what  I  have  ad- 
vanced, believe  me,  my  Lord,  I  fhall  publicly 
retra£t,  and  as  publicly  fubfcribe  myfelf,  the  very 
reverfe  of  ecclefiaftical  fubfcribers,  fmcerelyj  artd 
without  pay^ 

Your  Lord sHit»'s 

Moft  dutiful  fon  and  fervant^ 
in  the  bonds  of  uninterrupted 
fucceflion  and  infallibility^ 
A  Rcvolutional  Tory, 
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L  E  T  T  E    R 

FROM    THE 

J  E  S  U  ITS 

T  O 

^Father    De    La    Piilonniere. 


Reverend  Father., 
Pax  Chrifti, 

WE  received  youi-  letter  of  the 
and  much  applaud  you  for  your 
holy  zeal,  congratulating  you  on 
the  fuccefs  you  tell  us  you  have 
had,  if  fuch  you  have  had.  But,  reverend  fa- 
ther, we  muft  freely  tell  you,  that  we  cannot  but 
doubt,  that  you  flatter  your  felf  too  much, 
when  you  fancy  you  have  opened  a  way,  that 
will  bring  back  whole  nations  into  the  bofom 
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of  our  church.  The  new  method  you  have 
taken  is  fo  totally  difFerent  from  all  thofe  by 
which  we  have  formerly  had  fuccefs  in  hereti' 
cal  countries  and  chiefly  in  England^  that  we  ex- 
ceedingly fear,  you  run  the  rifque  of  all  our 
hopes  and  labours  at  once,  by  this  ftrange,  and 
really  (we  muft  be  free  with  you)  to  us  unac- 
countable conduct.  You  cannot  be,  we  know 
you  are  not,  Xo  weak  as  to  expeci,  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  infallible  authority  of  holy  churchy 
by  overthrowirjg  the  authority  of  men  in  the 
affairs  of  religion  \  for  that  would  be  to  fet  up  our 
authority^  by  taking  away  all  authority.  You  muft 
be  fenfible  how  ridiculous  this  defign  is  at  firft 
fight.  If  you  are  not,  for  the  hleffed  virgin*s  fake, 
relinquifti  your  miflion,  and  come  back  to  us  > 
for  you  can  do  us  no  fervice  where  you  are,  in  the 
way  you  are  in. 

But  we  perfwade  our  felvcs  of  better  things 
from  your  abilities,  if  you  will  but  give  your 
ielf  the  time  to  refle£i;.  You  know  that  our 
infallibility  is  a  very  troublefome  doSirine  to  us ; 
s^nd  that  we  are  put  to  very  hard  fhifts  to  defend 
it :  you  know  we  only  take  //  up,  in  order  to  fup- 
port  with  the  better  grac^^  the  authority  and  pQ» 
wer  we  claim  over  mens  confciences,  which 
cannot  (land  without  //.  You  fee  therefore,  that 
?f  you  take  away  authority^  you  pull  that  down* 
for  which  only  we  build  up  infallibiliiy,  and  with- 
out 
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out  which  infallihiUty  would  be  but  a  dead  weioht 
upon  our  hands. 

You  tell  us,  that  you  only  run  down  authority 
unaccompanied  by  infalUhlliiy  ;  and  by  that  means 
expofe  the    clergy  of  the  church  of  England  alone, 
who   claim    the    one   without  the   other  \  and  fo 
encline  the  people^  v.'hen  once   you    have   made 
them  heartily  defpife  their  own  clergy^  to  embrace 
us.     But  you  are  widely  miiiaken  ;  for  you  only 
expofe  thofe  of  the  clergy  there,  and  ihofQ  claims  o^ 
theirs,  which  are  of  unfpeakable  fervice  to  us,  and 
which   therefore  you  ought  by  all  means  to  have 
encouraged    and    efpoufed*     It   is   true,  they  are 
contemptible  I  and,  when  things  are  ripe  enough, 
we  fhall  find  it  eafy  to  make  them  appear  fo  to 
their  own  people :  yet  to  be  over-hafty  in  that  mat- 
ter, is  to  ftop   the  g,rowih  and  encreafe  of  thofe 
things,  which,  if  fufFered  to  go  on,  and  nourifhed, 
will  in  the    end     turn    to  their  confufion,    and 
our  profit.     And  befides,  they  are  not  yet  become 
r2u?ne r ous  enough,  t®  make  it  practicable  for  us 
to  ruin    the   credit  of  the  whole  clergy  by  their 
means  ;  which  we  mull:  necefiarily  do,  before  we 
can  fucceed  in  our  defigns  there.     We  therefore 
fhould  ftudv  to  obviate  the  ill  efiedl,  that   fome 
late  banters  upon  indifputable  authority  have  had  on 
the  people  oi England,     We  fhould  fludy  to  take 
off  the  pretended  ridiculoufnefs  of  claiming,  though 
not   to  be  infallible^  yet  to  be  always  in  the  right ; 
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snd  of  aiHrming  that  ihofe  wha  may  err^  yet  nev^^ 
do  J  and  not  fioiply  and  weakly  give  into  it,  as 
you  have  done.  Thefe  things  do  us  incredible 
inifchief,  and  if  they  go  on,  will  utterly  ruin  all 
our  hopes  :  and  our  letters  from  England  inform 
iiSj  that  this  dangerous  way  of  thinking  grows 
there  every  day  more  in  vogue  :  if  we  cannot  flop, 
ity  we  are  undone,  paftall  retrieving. 

It  is  with  unfpeakable  grief,  that  we  obferve 
through  all  your  letter^  fuch  notions  and  froje£i$, 
as  encourage  tbofe  freedoms.^  which  mull  necef* 
i'arily  6nifh  the  ruin  of  our  caufe  ;  and  even  fome- 
times  almoft  makes  us  fear  that  you  will  in  th§^ 
end  fall  oS*  from  the  faith  yourfelf.  You  take  a 
courfe  wholly  contrary  ta  that  of  all  our  formei 
and  prefent  miffmnaries^  (perhaps  unknown  to 
you  ;)  which  has  not  been  fo  unju'ccejsful  as  you 
fancy.  For  is  \t  notfuccefs  enough  to  have  been 
able  to  work  into  the  hrmjis  of  people^  the  very 
fame  dc^rines  which  are  abhorred  in  us,  and 
were  the  ground  of  fepamtion  from  us,  only  in 
colours  a  little,  and  very  little,  different  ?  they, 
as  well  as  you,  thought  it  too  mean  a  ww,  to. 
make  only^iw^/^  converts.  They  as  well  as  you, 
|)roJ€(Sled  the  recovery  of  whole  nations  at  once. 
But  they  have  done,  and  ftili  do  it,  (though  you 
Hiay  be  ignorant  of  it,)  in  a  manner,  that  will  at 
laft  effed^  it  :  you  endeavour  the  fame  thing  in  a 
manner,  that  not^only  will  never  effe6lually  do  it. 
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but'that  overturns  at  once  all  that  they  have  fpent 
fo  much  fvveat  and  labour  upon. 

All  our  other  mijfionanes  have  joined  in  withy 
and  even  excited  the  cry,  of  the  necejjlty  of  a- 
greeing  In  one  cammon  rule  cf  faith  and  worjhtp. 
They  have  urged  the  authority  of  the  church,  and 
lided  with  all  that  urged  it :  t"hey  have  conftantly, 
and  very  wifely,  oppofed  the  ufe  ofprhatejudgmtni 
in  matters  of  relighn  ;  they  have  reprefented  it  as 
leading  to  atheifm  and  infidelity,  (which  though  it 
is  no  great  compliment  to  religion,  yet  we  take  it 
very  kindly  from  them  5  becaufe  it  does  us  vaft 
fervice  ;)  they  have  never  ceafed  to  urge  men  to 
renounce  their  reafon,  to  difbelieve  their  fenfs,  and 
to  pay  an  implicit  deference  to  the  diSiates  of  their 
fpiritual  guides.  By  thefe  means,  they  had  not 
only  well  nigh  eftahlifhed  thefe  doctrines  in  Eng-^ 
land,  but  had  thoroughly  difunited  the proteji ants  • 
(in  the  efFeding  of  which  our  greateft  ftrength 
.  always  confifts;)  till  you  came  and  threw  all 
down  again  with  your  new  and  whimfical  pro- 
je6ts.  The  advantage  we  fhould  have  reaped 
from  the  do6lrines  is  vifible.  Were  they  once 
agreed  of  the  necefiity  of  unity  and  communion  ^ 
why  then  (we  might  afkthem)  did  you  break  ofF 
from  the  unity  and  communion  of  holy  church  at 
the  pretended  reformation  ?  why  did  you  interrupt 
the  unity,  and  fet  up  a  new  and  diftin(^  commu^ 
nion.?,  if  they  allow  the  authority  of  the  churchy 
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we  may  well  cry  out  upon  them  ;  why  did  you 
then  refift  the  authority  of  our  churchy  to  which 
you   were  once  fubje^^  as  much  as  you  can  be 
now  to,  your  own  P  if  you  fay,  we  decreed  things 
contrary  to  the  wor^i  of  God ;  we  anfwer,  you 
are  z  judge  of  our  decrees  then,  and  not  zfubjeSf 
to  them  ;  you  reje£t  all  authority^  if  you  judge  of 
it,  and   obey  not  authority^  but  your  own  frail 
judgment  ^  you  fet  up  private  judgment ,  which  juft 
now  you  owned,  led  to  atheifm  and  infidelity  :  be 
confident,  renounce  your  reafon,  difbelieve  your 
fenfes,  pay  an  implicit  deference  to  your  fpiritual 
guides,  return  to  the  l>ofi)?n  of  your  holy  mother  ihg 
churchy  who  ftretches  out  her  arms  to  embrace 
you  ;  return  to  the  paps  that  gave  you  fuck ^  and 
from  which   you  have  fo  long  gone  aftray  ;  and 
Jbave  nothing  to  do  with  thofe  blind  guides,  which 
have  mifled  you,  without  forfaking  thQ  principle Sy 
on  which  we  would  reftore  you.     You  may  ima- 
gine how  efFe6lual  thefe  reafoningi    would    prove 
if  we   had   but  a  fair    opportunity^    and  power^ 
to  fupport  us,  which  we  do  not  defpair  of  having 
ihortly,  if  we  take  the  right  methods  to  bring  it 
about. 

The  people  of  England  are  indeed  knowing  and 
inquifitive  to  a  certain  degree,  but  yet  may  be  led 
hlindfoldy  if  you  will  but  take  care  to  blind   them 
by  infenfible  fteps.  But  your  way  of  blinding  them 
by  opening  their  eyes^  will  never  do  it.     Your  mif^ 
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take  is  owing  to  that  lively  imagination  you  are  of. 
ten  led  away  with  :  you  fancy  the  light  of  human 
reafon^  like  that  of  xhc  fun^  puts  out  the  eyes 
that  ftare  at  it  :  you  inr^a^ine  that  lihertj,  like 
zneai  and  drink ^  furfeits  thole  who  take  it  in  gree- 
dily. You  are  vaitly  out  ;  for  the /'r^/if«ii^<5^  light 
o\  human  reafon'x^  of  that  fort:,  that  the  more  abun- 
dantly  it  flows  in  upon  the  mind,  the  more  clearlv 
the  mind  imagines,  that  it  fees  and  difcerns  things  ', 
the  more  you  devour  and  drink  in  of  liberty-^  the 
more  Rill  your  vitious  appetite  craves  of  itj  the  more 
you  have'taken  in  of  it,  the  better  it  relifhes,  your 
eagernefs  aftec  it  is  the  keener,  and  you  become 
the  more  uneafy  and  impatient  without  it. 

You  may  fancy,  as  long  you  pleafe,  that  you 
{hall  wean  them  effe^lually  from  a  fondnefs  for  their 
private  judgment^  by  indulging^  by  feedings  by 
driving  it  to  zvantonnefs  and  excefs:  bat  you  v/iU 
feel  at  lad,  that  you  nourifh  up  a  Monfter,  that 
will  grow  to©  firong  for  you  to  tame;  that  will 
of  it  felf,  whenever  in  the  leaft  encouraged,  never 
fail  of  running  into  the  greatefl  wantonnefs  and 
excefs^  Will  diffoffeffmg  people  oi prejudices ^  givo 
them  thofe  that  we  defire  to  poffefs  them  with  ? 
w'lW  filing  them  with  fcorn  for  what  U fettle dy  mere- 
ly becaufe  it  isfettled^iQZch  them  to  fubmit  implicitly 
to  what  IS  fettled  SLmongd  us?  and  if  you  cannot 
do  that,  you  do  us  no  fervice  .  Will  your  expatt^ 
ating  on  the  frudQm  of  following  thi  dilates  of  one*  s 
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own  reafon^    induce  people  to  give  up  their  reafm 

to  us,  and  come  under  ihejlavery^  you  know,  we 

want  to  bring  on  them  ?  will  encouraging  allmen  in 

.general^  of  what  denomination  foever^  to  revolt  from 

iheir  churches >i  as  having  no  authority  to  impofe  terms. 

sf  communion^  bring  them  to  a  fuhmijfion  to  our 

authority  and  impofttions  ?  or  will  it  not  rather 

incite  thofe,  who  are  already  in  fubjeBion  to  us, 

to  revolt  from  us  I'  will  exhorting   every  man   ta 

ihufe  a  religion  for  himfelf  torejeSi  all  authority^ 

in  matters  fpiritual^  and  to  he  their  own  judges^  and: 

their  own  guides^  make  any  of  them  chufe  carj  ; 

■which  forbids  all  choice^  claims  ahfolute  authority 

in  fpiritudls^  and  conftitutes  our  Z'^/j'  ^^ar^^  the 

only  judge^  and  guide  ?  thefe  imaginations  are  io- 

weak,  that  had  we  not  fesn  them  under  your  hand,, 

^e  could  not  have  believed  you  capable  of  them  :. 

imy,  ft  ill  we  are  almoft  tempted  to  fufpedl  that 

fome  enemy  of  yours  has  forged  this  account  for 

you.     If  thefe  are  your  real  thoughts,  you  are,, 

what  you  fay  of  others,  a  knight  errant  in  religion^ 

$nd  aot  the  wife  and  faithful  mijftonaryv^o.  tookyou: 

for. 

What  you  fay  next  of;  the  divifions  and  fuh^ 
4ivifions  of  protejlants^  is  right  in  it  felf,  but  is 
quite  wrong,  as  you  feem  to  underftand  it.  The 
only  divifion  miongH  protejlants,  that  makes  way. 
ibr  us,  is  fuch  a  divifion  as  makes  them  quarrel 
jamonoft  themfelves,  and  deftroy  one  another.. 
""  The 
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The  only  unify  amongft  themy  that   is  any  way 
dangerous  to   us,  is   fuch  a  unity,    as    unites  their 
hearts   in   mutual   love  and  forbearance.     Every 
other  fort  of  ^/V//?(5«,  is  but   an  apparent  divifion^ 
wholly   ufeiefs   to  our   bufineJs  ;  and  every  other 
ioxxoi  wiity,  whatever  it   may  be  to  them,  is   of 
no  importance  at  all  to  us.     And  therefore  whilft 
you  are  allowing,  and  crying  L;p  the  right  ofpri- 
vote  judgment,    of  following    one's   own  confcience- 
and  running  down  perfecution  on   account  of  coU'- 
fcience  y  as   you  are    putting  an   argument  m  the- 
mouths  of  our  enemies  zgzin£t  us,  who  do  aclualiy 
deny  the  one^  and  pradice  the  other :  fo  you  are 
likewife  encouraging  only  fuch  a  divifion  amoncj- 
proteJiantSy  as  is  of  no  manner  of  fervice  to  our 
caufe^    and  at  the  fame  time,    eftablifning  that. 
union  amongft  ihem^  which  alone  ruins  ito 

Take  care  therefore,   dear  father,     that   in- 
flead  of  effeSfing  the  fo   long  defired^    fo  often  in: 
vain  attempted^    recovery  of  thefe  ifands^    you  do 
not,  by  the  new  methods  you  have  taken,   work. 
more  in  vain^  than  all  that  have  gone  before  you  - 
nay,  take  care  that  you  do  not  make  us  lofe  ao-ain,, 
all  theprogrefs  we  have  already  made  towards  it  • 
that  you  do  not  unfaften  all  the  holds  we  yet 
keep,  and  by  which  we  hope  at  length  to  dravy 
them h^ick   to  ihQ  unity  of  our  holy  churchy  that'^ 
you  do  not  offend  all  our  heji  friends ^  as,  we  per- 
ceive, you  have  already  offended  Qns  o{  them  ; 

^  ^  that^ 
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that,  In  fine,  you  do  not  give  a  helping-band  to 
exterminate  all  the  remnants  of  our  doSlrines  a- 
mongft  them,  and  to  remove  all  ground  for  us  to 
wo)k  upon  for  the  future. 

You  fay  you  are  not  a  protefiani  in  the  bad  fenfe,. 
but  aprotefter  agatnji  thofe  that  protejied  agaWifl  m- 
But,  pray  father,    in  what  po'inU  have  you  protejied 
againft  them  ?  has  it  not  been  in  thofe^  in  which 
you  fay  they  have  not  enough  departed  from  us  \ 
has  it  not  been  in  thofe   points,  that  you  have  in- 
veighed againft  Martin  Luther  and  Calvin^  thofe 
£^ryphees  of  the  pretended  reformed  religion  ?  and  do. 
you  think,  that   the  way   to  bring  the  people,  oi 
England  back  to   us,  is  to  make  them  our  more 
inveterate  enemies,  and   to  teach   them  to  abhor 
every  thing  as  ir  approaches  to  what  we  efpoufey 
and  as  it  refernbles  th€  fpirit  that  reigns  amongft- 
us  ?    this    is   indeed    a     quite    different  'method 
from   all  that  we  ever  put  in  pra3fice :  and   you' 
are,    what  your  patron,  as   you  call  him,   fays 
of  you,   a  Jefuit,  in    all  refpeds^    as  unlike  all 
$ther  Jefuits,     eis    a^y  proteftants    in  the    world 
can    he ;     but  only  you   do  us    infinitely  more 
injury,  than  any  of  them  were   ever  capable   of 

d<)ing. 

What  you  have  faid  1n  your  refeSlions  on  thC' 
Ratmn  catholics^  far  from  cajling  a  miji  before  the 
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eyei  of  our  adverfarieSy  has  difperfed  all  ihofe  that 
we  had  cafi  before  them  already,  and  opened  them, 
more  than  ever  againft  us.     You    have  certainly 
ixceededthe  hounds  ofhishoUnefs^s  difpenfatlon^whtn 
you  have  contradicted  every  end  o(  your  ?niJJiony 
and  have  made  us  appear  more  odious,  and  which 
is.,  worfe,  more  contemptible  than   ever,  to  thofe,. 
to  whom  you  were  to  have  fhewn  us  in  all  our 
heautifulleji  colours.     What  if  you  have  dropt  fome 
joftening  exprejfions  for  your  particuIar^;V«^.f ;  you. 
have  reprefented   our   body,    and    our  defigns,  as 
terrible,    and   our    inJlruSfion    as   defpicahle  ;    by 
which  good  chara^er^  you-  have  done  what  in  yon 
lies,  to  rob  us  of  what  we  prize  more  than  every 
other  privilege-,  the  education  of  the  youth.     Yon, 
have   lefTened  no  one's  averfton  to  us  as  a   body  y 
but  you  have  found  a  way  to  add  to  it  a  contempt 
for  our    learning*     The  averfion,  you  fancy  yoiL 
hzve  transferred  from  us,  ^ndfx^doT\  others,   has. 
fallen  only  on   tbofe,  who,  whatever  you  think^ 
we  afiure  you,  arc  our  beft  friendly  and  our  great"- 
ijijlrength. 

We  remember  too  well,  that  our  caufe  mlfcar^ 
ri-ed  thirty  years  ago^  through  the  unanimity  of  the 
heretics  ;  and  therefore  to  prevent  this  for  the  fu- 
ture, you  tea€h  them  to  be  unanimous^  notwith- 
ftandicg  their   different  appreherftonsy  in  points   of 

do£lrine^ 
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doSfrlne^  and    aremonies  of  worjhip  ;  you   teach 
them  to  tolerate  one  another,  and  to  join  againffc 
UP,    their  common   enemy.     Excellent  advice  ! 
excellent  guard  for  us  !  what  you  tell  us  of  the 
dijfenters^  far  from   being   gaod  news^  gives  us  a. 
worfe  prorpe<St  than  ever..    If  the  prejhyter'ians  can 
tamely  hear  Calvin^  and  fome  of  their  own  fynod,Sy^ 
turned  into  contempt,  they  have  left  that  happy 
ftiffnefs  they  ufed  to  have,  and  which  gave  us  fo 
great  advantage  ^  and    they  now   adhere  only  to 
things^  which  we  never  gain  any  good  by  meddling 
with.     We  cannot  expedt,  whilft  they  keep  this 
temper^  to  fee  them  bite  at  that  hait^  which  in- 
deed we  faw  them  reje6l  thirty  years  ago ;  We 
mean,  the  promife  we  offered  them  to  fubvert  only, 
the  church  of  England,   'Wg.  plainly  fee  they  defire 
only  to  have  a  compleat>  teleration  y  and  if  a  certain 
Mil  pafles,  (which  our  emlffarhs  inform  us  is  now 
in  Qgiiation^.  and  which  we  have  ordered  them  to> 
expofe,  and  exclaim  againfl  with  all  their  force,) 
we  do  not  queftion,  but  they  will  join  powerfully 
in  every  thing  againft  us,  and  redouble  the/^rrr 
of  the  heretical  party  \n  England:  and  this  is  the 
^/// which  you  have  been  promoting,  with  all  your 
deep  and  refined  politics. 

You  boaft  much  of  your  artifice^  in  getting  into , 
the  family  oi  2,hiJhDp  *  of  the  nhuroh  of  England',. 

and. 
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and  you  feem  (o  weak  as  to  fancy,  that  you  over- 
reach that  Bifhop,  and  make  him  operate  to  bring 
about  your  ends.     Here  really  we  pity  you.     Do 
you  imagine  yourfelf  able  to  deal  with  the  greaie/^y. 
and  able/fy  enemy ^  that   we  ever  had  in  England  f 
will  he,  who  has  not,  like  others, -pruned  only 
fome  oi  owr  fuperjluitiesy  which  we  would  gladly 
part  with,  if  we  could  do  it  with  honour  ;  but  has 
cut  away  our  very  foundations^  and  removed  al- 
moft  every   rooty  by  which  w€  hoped  to  revive,, 
and  fpring  up  again  in  that  country  ',  will  he,  do 
you  think,  be  caught  by  your  little  traps  for  him  ? 
No— he  will  make  life  of  you  to  ruin  us  entirely  5. 
and,  whenever  he  difcovers  you  to  be,  what  you 
are,  will  difcard  and  defpife  you  :  nay,  we  fear 
if  he  has  not  already  done  it,  (which  heaven  a- 
vert  !)   will  inveigle  you  into  his  party^  and  make 
you  zofncsre  an  eJ7er/iy  to  us,  as  you  are  now  a  real' 
one. 

Are  thefe  your  triumphs  for  the  fpoufe  ofChrift  f 
Is  this  breaking  the  lows  of  the  ungodly ^  to  make 
them  twice  as  ftrong  as  before  ?  Is  this  turning  the^ 
poifon  of  herefy  to  its  own  antidote ^  to  give  fuch  a 
double  dofeoi  it,,  as  makes  it  have  a  double  effeSi  ? 
we  hope  yout patron,  as  you  caH  him,  will  never 
be  able  to  fcreen  you  from  ^e  fufpicionofinfincerity*. 
Your  fincerity  does  us  more  mifchief  than  your. 
infmerityy  even  to  us,  could  do.  We  ihould  re- 
joice 
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joice  at  your  Difcovery^  (bating  the  private  Ills  k 
would  make  you  fufter,)  as  it  would  make  your  tit- 
juries  to  U3  lefs  effeSiual^  and  difcredit  fuch  me- 
fhods  for  the  future.  .  We  hope  Dr.  Snape  will 
fucceed  ia  his  Invcw^ives  sgainft  you.  And  if 
you  fliould  fuppofe,  we  had  fent  hmi  over  the 
letter  he  pubUfiied,  you  would  have  no  reafon 
to  accufe  us,  as  tranfgreiling  either  the  i-ules  of 
politics^  or  hanejiy^  after  what  we  have  fuiFered 
through  your  heat^  (and  we  mu-O:  call  it  by  Its 
true  name,)  folly  :  we  judge  the  bed:  of  you. 

You  have  indeed  done  us  mighty  y^rwV^,  in  ob- 
taining, that  your  enemies  (ball  be  fligmatifed,  as 
ours,  and  as  enemies  to  a  government^  that  is  our 
^reateji  enemy  \  and  that  under  thefe  charaSiers^ 
all  our  very  good,  friends^  and  allieSy  fhall  pafs  as 
odious,  and  infamous  to  the  world. 

In  order  to  perfuade  us  of  the  efficacy  of  your 
riew  method  of  converting,  you  tell  us  of  two 
do£frines  of  ours,  that  you  have  had  the  pleafure 
to  fee  prevail  in  England,  by  being  taught  by 
thofe,  whofe  political  notions  were  of  the  current 
Jiamp'i  and  of  another,  that  you  fancy  makes 
way  for  the  recovery  of  our  rights  and  power. 
We  mufi  tell  you,  what  we  thought  you  knew^ 
that  thefe  tvio  doSlrines  you  mention,  of  the 
hve  of  God,  and  of  prayer^  firft,  are  not  fuch  as 
we  teach ;  (though  we  are  glad  that  they  are  repre- 
fented    as    fuch  by  that   arch-heretic  bifhop*s 

enemUS' 
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enemies^  and  rejoice  to  fuffer  this  fmall  mark  of 
infamy y  they  are  pleafed  to  fet  on  all  that  ap- 
proach to  us,  as  long  as  we  have  \\\q  pleafure  to 
fee  it  fixed  upon  him :)  but  if  they  were,  it  very 
little  imports  us,  who  care  for  thofe  doSfrines 
no  otherwife,  than  as  it  concerns  our  honour  to 
maintain,  what  we  have  once  unluckily  erpoufed. 

The  other  do^rine  which,  you  lay,  makes 
way  for  the  rejloring  our  rights  and  power^  hap-' 
pens  to  do  the  very  contrary.  For,  firft,  in  the 
dijputes  amongft  them,  we  know,  (for  we  have 
feen  mod  of  what  has  been  written  on  thofe  yw^- 
jeSfs,)  that  the  power  of  the  church  to  infli<Sl  tern-* 
poral punijhments  in  matters  of  religion  and  con- 
fcience^  is  utterly  denied  :  and  then,  when  the 
difpute  is  reduced  to  affirming  thefe  powers  of 
the  civil  magiflraie^  that  is  denied  too,  by  the 
hijhop^s  fide.  And  the  rcafon  given  is,  (an  ad- 
mirable one  for  us  !)  becaufe  no  man  being  in- 
fallible^  no  one  can  be  proper  to  be  2.jiidge^  or 
a  governour  over  the  confciences  of  others.  And 
then  the  debate  turns  into  a  private  wrangle^ 
whether  a  dean  *,  who  fometime  ago  afErmed 
this,  affirmed  it  only  of  the  fpiritual  powers^  or 
of  the  temporal  powers  alfo  5  v/hich  he  denies^ 
and  every  body   elfe  affirms.      Now,    what  ad^ 

vantage 
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vantage  are  we  to  reap  from  all  this  ?  On  the 
contrary,  we  fear,  the  greateft  difadvantage^ 
from  it.  For,  firfl,  our  InfaUihUtty  is  difcarded 
on  all  hands ;  upon  this  all  power  in  the  church 
over  confciences  is  efFedlually  given  up :  and  the 
conteji  remains,  what  power  the  civil  magijirais 
has.  If  he  is  denied  to  have  any,  then  all 
power  over  confctence  is  gone ;  which  we  cannot 
conceive  to  be  a  proper  method  of  reftoring  it 
to  us.  Befides,  you  know,,  it  is  the  power  of 
the  civil  magijlrate^  that  we  muft  Jupport  in 
thefe  cafes  ;  for  the  church  infli(5is  none  but  fpi- 
ritual pumjhments^  which,  people  are  now  grown 
fb  hardened  againll  the  chtirch  power^  as  eafily 
to  bear.  We  only  declare  the  heretic^  and 
deliver  Mm  to  the  fecular  arm^  whom  we  re- 
quire to  be  the  executioner  of  our  vengeance.  If 
therefore  the  fecular  arm  is  not  to  interpofs  in 
matters  of  confcience^  Fie  is  not  any  more  to- 
execute  our  fentence  j  and  all  the  thunder  of  our 
eenfures  will  fall  to  the  ground,  harmlefs  and 
unregarded. 

Ail  thefe  do^irines  you  boaft  of,,  as  great 
vi^ories^  do  in  reality  confpire  to  our  ruin:  The 
magifirate  deprived  of  the  right  of  punijhing  men 
en  the  account  of  confcience,  becomes  ufelefs  to  our 
purpofes ;  and  all  our  authority  is  left  without  any 
farce^  or  effe5t  ;  teaching  men  to  exprefs  their 
kmtf>.Q.Qdi   by  keeping  his  commandments  only,  is 
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tf  aching  them  to  obferve  too  nicely  what  his  cotri'm^ 
mandments  are ;  and  will  accuftom  them  infenfibly 
to  defpife  ours^  under  the  notion  of  the  com^ 
mandments  of  men :  recommending,  what  they 
call,  a  calm  and  rational  way  of  prayings  will 
depreciate  all  that  rapturous  devotion^  raifed  by 
the  glooniinefs  and  ougujtnefs  of  our  churcheSy 
by  the  foft  found  of  our  mufjc^  by  the  pomp  and 
hftre  of  our  glittering  veftmenis^  of  our  richly 
attired  images^  and  ever  burning  lamps  before 
them  ;  which,  the'  we  do  not  require  it  fo 
flridly  of  our  fettled  votaries^  yet  we  find  of 
infinite  benefit  in  gaining  profelyies  to  us.  And 
yet  thefe  things  you  negled  :  you  cry  down 
the  moft  ufeful  power  of  th^  fecular  arm  ;  and 
extol  a  clofe  r£gard  to  the  commandments  of  God^ 
and  a  fpiritual,  and  rational  fervice^  which  caa 
never  pofSbly  be  of  any  advantage  to  our  caufe. 

Be  not  concernedjj^v/y^'^r,  that  you  fhould  be  left 
alone  in  fo  great  a  miffion:  we  have  mijfionartes  e- 
nough  befides  You  j  and  many  more  that  we  may 
call  our  mijponaries^  becaufe  they  ferve  our  caufe 
as  effe£fually,  though  not  with  io  meritorious  an  in- 
tention, as  they  do.  But  you  may  be  fure,  whilft  yoa 
oppofe  thefe  lattery  as  hitherto  you  have  done,  we 
fhall  take  care,  that  none  oi  the  former  fhall  open 
themfelves  to  you.  We  (hall  give  you  further  rea- 
fons,  when  we  have  done  with  all  the  particulars- 
^i.  your  kttsr  :  we  are  glad  to  hear  that  your  far 
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iyr  is  exhaufted,  fince  it  fell  heavieft  upon  us  an  J 
our  beft  friends :  we  wifh  it  had  been  much  fooner 
fpent. 

But  to  come  to  your  concluGon,  which  dif- 
pleafes  us  no  Jefs  than  the  reft  of  your  letter  : 
you  give  us  a  fpecimen  of  the  liberty  you  have 
taken,  (and  indeed  a  very  great  one  you  have 
taken  with  us,)  which  almofl  forces  us  to  look 
upon  you,  no  longer  as  one  of  ourfelves,  but  as 
the  rankeji  proteftant  that  ever  the  Northerti  he- 
refy  corrupted.  You  inform  us  of  the  ufe  of 
the  expreffion  Protestant  popery,  by 
improving  which  pretty  antithefis^  you  think 
you  have  done  u§  \mmQn(efervics,  But  we  muft 
tell  you,  nothing  could  do  us  a  greater  injury^ 
That  very  w^r^/ has  emb a r raffed  us  more  than 
any  thing  ;  and  the  bnly  way  that  is  now  \tk 
for  us,  is  to  do  vi'hatever  we  can  to  hinder  the 
people  from  underftanding  //  ;  but  your  wifdom 
thought  proper  to  paraphrafe  it,  and  explain  it 
"more  fully.  Did  not  you  fee  that  the  end  of 
lifmg  that  expreffion^  was  to  make  fome thing  more 
f^dious^  by  fhewing  how  much  it  approached  to 
fopery-f  to  render  fomething  more  ridiculous,  by 
ihewing  how  it  m'lxtd  Popijh  proceedingSy  with 
proteftant  principles  P  And  yet  you  could  not  be 
at  reft,  till  you  had  embelliflied  upon  it,  in  a 
marginal  note^  and  fairly  vi^arned  the  worldy  of 
sur  fpirit  of  domineering^  of  impofture,  of  anima'^ 
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fiy,  of  perfccution^  he,  which,  you  very  piu- 
denily  Tay  the  proteftants  condemn  with  juftia  i 
ind  make  it  their  reproach^  that  they  imitate  us 
in  it  ;  and  which,  you  add,  is  all  that  is  moft  5- 
dious^  araongft  us  :  and  then,  for  a  finilliing 
ftroke  yx)u  fubjoin,  what  is  worft  of  all,  that 
this  isy  in  your  opinion^  THE  ONLY  insup- 
portable THING  IN  POPERY,  whlch  il) 
4urs  is,  the  only  thing  that  can  fupport  it. 

Thefe  things  are  faR./rom  perfuading  us  that 
you  are  fo  fincerely  attached  to  our  intereft^  as 
you  would  have  us  think;  or,  if  you  are  i?z^rj 
ftill,  they  convince  up,  that  you  are,  at  lead: 
whilfl  you  perfiil  in  this  new  method,  in  no  ca- 
pacjty  at  all  cf  promoting  it. 

But  we  have  other  reafons  to  fear  the  word 
of  you  :  not  your  own  account  of  your  own  con- 
du£i^  which  is  bad  enough  ;  not  your  puhlic 
vindication  of  yourfelf,  which  is  worfe  :  but 
the  certain  informations  of  our  mifponariesy  whom 
we  ordered  to  watch  you  narrowly,  upon  your 
fieg]e(3:ing,  for  fo  long  a  time  as  you  have  been 
gone  from  us,  to  give  us  any  account  of  your 
proceedings^  and  upon  the  reports  we  heard  from 
other  handsy  of  your  odd  behaviour,  and  your 
refgrvednefs  to  tho/e^  with  whom  you  fhould  have 
been  the  moft  free  in  communicating  yourfelf,  and 
concerting  affairs  with  them. 

As 
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As  for  your  negle61:  of  tranfrhilt{ng  accounts^ 
tii  what  paft,  to  us,  you  would  excufe  yourfelf 
on  the  want  of  afafg  conveyance;  Which  we  never 
yet  heard  any  of  our  mlffionarUs  complain  of ; 
and  which  we  are  the  more  (hocked  at  from  a 
man  of  your  abUttles, 

As  to  yom  refervednefsy  and  your  other  beha^ 
vlour^  we  do  not  fee  what  you  can  find  to  fay  in 
juftificatlon  of  it  -,  efpecially  When  we  let  you 
know  that  we  have  heert'^well  informed,  that  in 
your  letter  to  my  Lord  George  Howard^  the  ob- 
je<Sions  againft  our  church  were  couched  in  thfe 
Jirongeft  term  \  that  you  had  almoft  perverted 
that  good  lord ;  and,  as  far  as  We  can  judge,  real- 
ly defigned  to  do  it.  You  may  guefs  whethet 
that  Englijh  gefztleman  whom  you  affronted,  and 
laughed  at  in  my  lord^s  houfe^  and  at  the  coffee'- 
houfcy  took  it  very  well  ;  or  could  think  you  a 
true  friend  to  our  caufi^  ythtn  he  both  heard 
your  converfation-y  which  you  imagined  he  did 
hot  underftand,  and  faw  your  letter  full  of  ex* 
preffions,  as  all  your  other  late  works  are,  fit  on- 
ly for  the  mouth  of  the  ^ileft  heretic » 

Did  you  only  feem  to  argue  againft  our 
churchy  when  you  met  iwi  of  our  fathers^  otl 
account  of  two  young  gentlewomen ^  who  were 
become  converts  to  us ;  and  fo  puzzled  them  oil 
the  fubjea  of  church  authmtyy   that  they  pro- 

tefti 
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teft,     they  never  were  fo  confoonded   in    their 
lives  ? 

You  fee,  that  we  have  not  been  without ^/W 
iJ|)Gn  you,  however  you  have  -fought  to  conceal 
yourfelf  from  us.  We  could  tell  you  many  other 
particulars  of  your  private  conduSf,  that  are 
as  difpleafing  to  us,  as  thefe ;  but  we  fpare  you 
now,  in  hopes  of  your  amendment. 

You  know  very  well,  that  we  never  allow  any 
one,  that  is  already  ours^  to  be  loft,  for  the  car- 
rying onfchemes  of  imaginary  conquefts, 

Whilft  fuch  Is  your  conduct,  we  rejoice  at 
every  abufc  you  fuiFer.  We  value  at  a  high 
rate,  the  fervice  which  Dr.  Sfiape,  and  thofe  o- 
thers  that  follov/  his  example^  have  done  us  ; 
(though,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  we  cannot  much 
cfteem  their  perfons  ;)  both,  as  we  hope  it  will 
ferve  to  reclaim  you,  and  convince  you  of  the 
fruitlefnefs  of  that  Way  of  proceeding  ;  and  as  we 
cannot  doubt,  but  thai,  if  you  are  at  all  wavering 
in  your  attachment  to  us,  it  will  fully  refettle  you, 
by  (hewing  you  what  ufage  you  are  to  expedl  at 
their  hands^  if  you  fhould  become  me  of  them, 
and  what  thanks  you  are  like  to  get  for  fuch  a 
piece  of  treachery  to  us. 

Another  pleafure  this   ufage^    that  you   have 
met  with,   gives  us,    when  we  reflect  on  it,  is 
that  it  will  effcflually  put  a  flop  to  all  conver-- 
ficnsfrom  usy  as  you  call  them.     They  have  that 

notion 
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notion  here  of  the  barbarities  you  have  fuiFered, 
that  every  body  feenis  to  ftartle  at  the  thought 
of  going  over  to  fuch  a  country.  You  may  be 
fure  we  exaggerate  every  inftance  of  your  treat- 
ment', though  indeed  it  has  an  appearance  of  being 
fo  cruely  and  inhofpiiable^  that  it  does  not  ftand 
in  need  of  much  more,  than  being  barely  told  : 
and  that  vfQ  never  fail  to  do,  both  to  our  own 
V  Eleves^  and  where-ever  we  go.  We  make  them 
believe,  that  the  whole  church  oi  England  \s  en- 
gaged in  that  ^^/'tf'y/Var,  which  indeed  the  doc^ 
tor-i  and  his  friends  are  only  obliged  to  anfwer 
for.  We  tell  them,  that  all  the  anger  againft 
-you,  arifes  for  your  zeal  againft  us,  and  be- 
caufe  you  differ  too  widely  from  us  ;  (for  every 
one  here  is  not  let  into  the  fecret  of  your  niif- 
Jion,)  We  reprefent  to  them,  how  willingly  and 
readily  the  church  of  England  would  re- unite 
with  us,  if  it  were  not  for  fome  few  odd  and 
Jingular  Chriftians  that  diflurb  every  thing.  We 
repeat  to  them  pafTages  out  of  Dr.  Snape,  We 
fhew  them,  that  he  perfe<Sily  agrees  with  us,  in 
obliging  men  to  submit  to  the  yet  unex- 
amined    DECISIONS     OF     THE    CHURCH  ;      in 

maintaining  the  right,  to  terrify  and  keep 

IN  AWE  MEN  IN  THEIR  RELIGIOUS  CAPACI- 
TY ;  which  you  know,  are  the  darling  tenets  of 
our  churcL     We  make  them  believe,  that  all  the 

church 
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■church  of  England  receive  thefe  things  joyfully, 
and  with  approbation  :  that  they  are  oppofed  by 
none,  but  thofe  odd  andfingular  ChrifttanSy  who 
are  looked  upon  as  the  very  worft  of  heretics  and 
fchifmatics  for  their  pains  5  and  are  called  /»r^ 
hyterians^  and  fanatics^  and  every  thing  that  is 
moft  odious^  on  that  account. 

Now  we  own,  that  is  not  ftri^Iy  true ;  we 
know  thefe  doSlrmes  are  contrary  to  the  fiunda^ 
tion  of  that  church  of  England ;  which  ilands  on 
the  right  of  refufing  to  fubmit  to  the  deciftons  of 
our  churchy  to  which  they  were  then  fubjegf -, 
and  on  the  denial  of  our  rights  to  terrify  and 
keep  in  awe  men  in  their  religious  capacity  ;  which 
if  we  had  not  then,  it  is  very  impudent  in  them 
to  pretend  to  now :  yet,  though  we  know  all  this, 
and  that  many  able  men  in  England  oppo(c  thefe 
notions  for  that  very  reafon^  and  fee  th^  confe- 
quences  of  them  diflin£lly  |  though  we  know  the 
doctrines  of  their  church  are  dire£lly  in  voords  op- 
pofite  to  theje^  however  in  rules  of  pra6lice  they 
may  contradict  themfelves  :  though  we  know  all 
this  perfeflly,  yet  we  find  mifreprefentation  of 
this  fort  is  of  fuch  infinite  benefit  to  our  caufe, 
that,  in  this  cafe,  we  make  ufe  of  our  known 
arts,  to  diftinguifh  or  confound,  to  fpcak 
truth  or  falfhood,  and  tO  do  good  or  evil  as 
the  intereft  of  holy  church  fhall  require.  (One 
would  think,  fome  amongft  you  had  juft  the  fame 
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difpenfation,    that  we  have  5    for  they  feem  to  us 
to  take  juft  the  fame  liberties,) 

We  found  fome  of  our  own  youth,  and  many 
others  here,  in  a  very  wavering  difpofition^  that 
we  were  afraid  would  have  led  them  crafs  the 
fea,  before  we  were  aware  of  it ;  but  thefe  hap- 
py accounts  from  England  feem  to  have  entirely 
altered  their  dejigns^  and  to  have  tied  them  to 
us  firmer  than  ever.  The  reception  you  have 
found  jn  England f  and  the  Jlories  we  tell  them 
of  that  cmntry,  which  they  with  you  have  been  fo 
kind  as  to  give  us  admirable  appearances  to  fupport, 
frighten  them  from  all  thoughts  oi  going  over  to  a 
church,  that  they  think  is  coming  over  to  them ; 
and  that  feems  enraged  at  all  that  come  over  to 
what  it  was  at  firft,  and  what,  on  its  erroneous  , 
principles,  it  fliould  ftill  be. 

You  muft  know,  that  no  one  here,  but  a- 
tnong  ourfelves,  fufpe^ts  in  the  leaft  your  change 
of  religion.  They  look  on  you,  and  talk  of  you, 
as  the  rankeji  Huguenot ;  we  hope  without  rea- 
fon.  Though  really,  if  you  are  ftill  ours,  as  you 
profefs  yourfelf  to  us,  you  have  aSled  your  part 
moft  perfe6lly  ;  and  the  realleft  convert  from  us, 
as  your />^^ro«  loves  to  call  them,  could  not  pof- 
fibly  have  given  more  evident  marks  of  his 
change  :  demonjlrations  we  may  call  them  ^  for 
they  almoft  deceive  us,  to  whom  you .  proteft 
the  contrary}  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  notwith- 
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{landing  our  good  opinion  of  you,  we  can  fcarce 
bring  ourfelves  to  believe  your  words  againft 
your  aSfions»  If  your  enemies  in  England  abufe 
you,  becaufe  they  queftion  the  fmceriiy  of  your 
change,  you  cannot  but  laugh  at  their  ftupidi- 
ty,  for  they  can  have  no  ground  for  fuch  a  fuf^ 
picion^  not  knowing  your  hearty  as  we  do  :  if 
they  ufe  you  fo,  becaufe  they  are  angry  at 
you  for  it,  which  appears  moft  probable  to  us  ; 
we  are  all  vaftly  obliged  to  them,  and  conceive 
great  hopes  of  them  ;  and  when  it  is  time  to  opfen 
yourfelf,  you  ought  to  thank  them  extremely 
for  it. 

There  is  another  advantage^  of  which  you 
have  been  the  accidental  occafion^  and  which  we 
ihould  have  heartily  thanked  ypu  for,  if  you 
had  not  laid  us  under  much  greater  difadvan* 
tages  another  way  ;  that  is,  your  writings^  and 
your  limng  v^^ith  that  arch-heretic  bijhop^  have 
driven  his  aniagonijis  to  fall,  in  defence  ai  them- 
felves,  into  all  our  moll  h.eloved  doSirines^  as  we 
-have  fhewn  you  ^eiore  ;  .j^nd  by,  that  means, 
when  they  (hall  have  deftroyed  all-  the  props  of 
protejlantifm^  lay  themfelves  open  to  be  zxi  eafy 
prey  to  us,  and  render  our  conquejl  oyer  them 
very  natural  and  praSii cable.  It  will  be  always 
in  our  power ^  wheq  the  proper  time  comes,  to 
£xpofe  and  vilify  them  in  the  eyes  of  their  own 
people^  by  (hewing  evidently,    that  on  the  prin^ 
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clples  they  owli,  their  fchifm  is  altogether  left 
unjuftifiahle  \  that  they  are  felf- condemned  \  and 
that  if  they  do  not  leturn  into  the  boforn  of  the 
cathclk  churchy  it  muft  be  owing  to  their  prU 
vote  inter  eft,  which  makes  them  contradict  their 
owl?  conceJfiQns,  And  if  they  ever  offer  to  complain 
of  us,  when  we  get  power  into  our  hands,  for 
terrifying  them,  and  keeping  them  in  awe,  we  (hall 
be  able  to  appeal  to  their  own  declarations,  whe- 
ther thej  do  not  juftify  us  ',  and  tell  their  people, 
that  it  is  plain,  they  would  have  aflumed  to 
themfelves,  what  they  unjuftly  deny  to  others. 

Thefe  things  we  would  have  allowed  you  to 
make  merry  with  in  private,  had  you  been  as  cau- 
iicus,  as  you  fhould  have  been  in  other  points  j 
and  wc  afTure  you,  we  make  ourfelv^s  very  mer» 
ry  here  with  thefe  things  :  we  heartily  contemn 
Ihofe  ioejs  that  promote  only  our  interefts,  with- 
out knowing,  or  intending  it  -,  and  we  only  wifh 
to  get  them  to  throw  themfelves  into  our  hands, 
fas  they  certainly  will,  if  jou  let  them  alone,) 
that  we  may  thoroughly  infult  them  for  their 
foUy  and  impudence. 

You  fee,  father,  we  do  not  hide  our  oMiga* 
itons  to  you,  where  you  have  done  us  fervice  ; 
but  are  free  to  own  them  :  fo,  the  injuries  you 
Jhave  done  us  by  your  conduSi  far  outweighing 
ihem,  we  muft  be  as  free  with  you,    on  that 

head» 

You 
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You  have  aoJed  your  part^  we  corrfefs,  very 
naturally  :  but  then  you  have  over-acted  it,  (we 
m-ean,  if  you  are  ilill  fiucere  to  ug,)  and  have 
fallen  in  the  error ^  that  over- artificial  people  of- 
ten fall  into,  of  ftraining  cunning  To  far,  that  it 
comes  to  hz  filly-,  and  has  all  che  effe5ls  of  it. 

This  has  been  your  failing,  whilft  you  expo- 
fed  them  who  were  fomething  like  us^  for  being 
like  usy  you  at  bottom  expofed  us,  as  thofe 
whom  it  was  a  fhame  to  refemble,  Whilft  you 
turn  into  ridicule  the  authority  of  the  church- 
in  matters  of  confcienciy  and  the  right  of  profe- 
cuting  heretics  on  that  aeeount,  and  the  obli- 
gation of  the  civil  powers  to  exterminate  with 
fire  and  fword,  whomfoever  we  declare  to  be 
fo  ;  you  alienate  the  minds  of  men  from  what 
we  cannot  fubfift  without.  When  you  tranfiated 
a  letter  to  his  hoUnefs  *,  you  tranfiated  the  piece ^ 
that,  of  all  that  ever  were  publifhed  againft  us 
in  England^  did  us  the  greatefl  dijfervlce-  A 
piece^  that  ridicu^led  every  pretence  among  the 
proteftant  churches^  that  countenances  curs  j  all 
the  myfteries^  all  the  ceremonies^  all  the  invenii* 
ons^  all  the  party  notions,  smd  zeal  againft  difi 
fenters,  and  all  the  pro/ecuiions  of  them;  in  fhort, 
every  thing  that  bears  any  image  of  our  churchy 

S  3  that 

*  See  Biihop  Uoadlfi  letter  to  the  pope,  prefixed  to  Sir  /?!/» 
chard  Steele^s  account  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion. 
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that  gives  us  any  advantage  over  them,  any 
hopes  of  reclaiming  them  :  that  ridicules  all  our 
left  fritnds^  and  helpers  in  th^  caufe  :  that  re-s 
commends  a  unity ^  and  charitable  toleration  a- 
mongft  proteftantSy  which  will  always  be  moft 
fatal  to  us  :  that  cries  up  the  chara^er  of  a 
K I N G^  whom  we  dread  above  all  things,  both 
on  account  of  his  psrfonal  virtues^  that  at  the 
bottom  v^e  cannot  deny,  or  at  leaft  cannot  pre- 
vail upon  people  to  believe  u,s,  when  we  do,  and 
on  account  of  his  poiver  and  influence^  that,  we 
fee  with  grief,  grows  every  day  greater,  both 
at  home  and  abroad  ;  and,  laftiy,  which  alarms 
us  more  than  any  thing  befides,  is  like  to  roufe 
your  univerfities,  out  of  the  ignorance ^  they 
were  happily  buried  in,  and  which  we  are  well 
iilformed  was  ^ncreafing  very  faft  among  them. 
Into  fuch  a  fori  of  learnings  as  is  always  moft 
terrible^  and  pernicious,  to  our  dejigns»  And 
then  your  preface  and  poflfcript  to  this  odious^, 
piece^  was  every  thing  that  could  be  bad  againft 
us  :  and  what  we  cannot  explain  to  ourfelves, 
without  fuppofing  you  the  bafeji  betrayer  of  us, 
©r  the  weahfl  man  alive. 

The  happy  ignorance  and  ftupidity,  that,  not 
without  our  helping  hand,  was  fpreading  itfelf 
SkW  over  England,  took  its  rife  from  the  univer- 
fitiesy  (where,  we  aflure  you,  we  have  no  fmall 
p'Ower,)    thofe  fountains    of    ignorant   learnings 

havf 
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have  been  difturbed  by  yeu^  and  thofe  whofe  par-^ 
ty  you  have  efpoufed  :  that  mift^  vi^hich  we  had 
taken  fuch  pains  to  raife,  and  under  covert  of 
which,  we  hoped  (hortly  to  have  furprized  them, 
we  now  fee  almoft  dlfpelhd  by  one  of  our  own 
favourite  mijjlonaries^  and  his  friends,  A  fpirit 
of  enquiry y  a  moft  dangerous  fpirit  feems  to  ftart 
up  every  where  ;  even  in  the  univerfiies  them- 
felves,  where  we  thought  ourfelves  moil:  fecure. 
If  it  cannot  be  immediately  fuppreft,  we  muft 
hope  for  no  fruits  from  our  labours  there  -,  nor 
lofe  our  time  any  longer  upon  fo  hcpelefs  a 
foil :  for  you  may  depend  upon  it,  as  fad  as  it 
gains  ground^  we  {hall  lofe  it.  If  that  fpirit  be 
indulged  ever  fo  little  at  firfl,  it  foon  grows  out 
of  the  power  of  man  to  reftrain  //  ;  and,  as  we 
told  you  before,  runs  to  that  wantonnefs  and  ex*  ' 
cefs^  that  nothing  upon  earth  can  ever  govern  it : - 
darknefs  is  our  only  hope  j  if  men  think  they  • 
fee  their  way,  they  will  not  accept  of  guides  to 
fhew  it  them  5  and  efpecially  fuch  ^«/V^.f,  as  we  " 
pretend  to  be,  that  muft  blindly  be  followed^  or 
not  at  all. 

Darknefs  is  of  fuch  ufe  to  us  in  religionyihzt  we 
have  introduced  it  even  into  our  material  churches  : 
and  it  is  inexpreffible,  what  a  myfterious  avy^e  the 
dim  religious  light  of  our  tapers  cafts  upon  our  % 
people  ;    vi?hat  a  facred   horror  they  feel  within  1 
themfelves  for  u?,.  who  are  minifters  oi  thofe  ho-.:^^ 

S  4-  If 
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fy places  I  bow  it  makes  them  afraid  of  examin- 
ing too  nicely  into  the  trades,  which  we  deliver 
from  our  faired  caverns  ;  how  the  glittering  of 
«ur  vejfeh^  and  hahits^  dazzles  their  eyes^  and 
raakes  iheni  fee  every  thing,  as  we  inilru^t  them 
to  fee  it  ;  in  fine,  how  obedient  they  are  to 
what  we,  who  keep  them  every  where  fo  in  the 
dark^  command  them.  Encourage  therefore  a 
dari  fubmijfion  in  every  thing  to  the  decifions  of 
the  church  :  this  can  never  be  driven  to  wanton^ 
ntjs^  and  excefs  ;  for  the  lefs  you  allow  them  to 
fee,  the  more  ilill  they  defire  to  be  blinded.  But 
light  and  ckamefs  deftroy  us ;  and  immediately 
"Oi^Q  people  fancy  therofelves  2^^  wife,  and  as 
^uick-ftghted  as  vae  are. 

Thefe,  you,  who  have  lived  fo  long  with  us, 
muft  know  to  be  our  conftant  maxims  :  and 
what  thoughts  can  we  have  of  you,  to  fee  you 
a6i  in  every  point  the  dire*^  contrary  to  them  ? 

The  evil  fpirit  you  and  your  friends  have  raifed 
beyond  fea,  does  not  ftop  there,  which  we  could 
the  more  eafily  bear  :  but  begins  to  reach  us  here 
in  France^  and  is  like  to  raviiOi  from  us,  not  only 
the  hopes  of  farther  csnquefts,  but  even  the  quiet 
poffejjion  of  what  we  already  enjoy.  '  They  begin 
even  here,  taking  example  from  the  heretics,  to 
aflume  the  audacioujnefs  of  queftioning  fonie  of 
the  moft  facred  deciftons,  and  myfteries,  of  our 
churchy    Some  have  the  infolenc^  to  pretend  to 

read 
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read  the  ytr//>^«r^f  without  our  leave;  and,  which. 
is  worfe,  to  judge  for  themrtt.ves  tht  fen] e  oi  them ^ 
\i  they  would  let  us  explain  it  to  them,  and  would 
?d\vays  ftibmii  to  our  explanaiicns^  as  you  fee  ma- 
ny heretics  do  to  the  coryphees  of  their  churches  ; 
we  could  bear  it  with  lefs  re2;ret .:    we  could  tell 
fhem,  as  thofi  do  their  people,  that  we  adhere  to 
the  fcn'piures^  that  we  give  them  the  true  m^aning^ 
and  reading  of  if,,  that  we  admit  them,  to  be  the 
rule  cf faith  ;  but  that  we  underftand  them  better 
than  they  can  ;  that  their  education,  and  luant  of< 
karning  makes  them  incapable  of  (uchjludies  ;  that 
much  time  and  great  abilities  are  reguijite  for  fuch.x 
afearch;  that  therefore,'  en  attendant ^    they  had. 
better  take  our  wordy    till  they  have  examinedy 
(which   yet  we  would  perfuade  them,  they  can* 
never  do,)  and  fubmit  entirely  iooMi  explications^ 
and  ai  yet  unexamined  decifipns.,     6ut  even  In  this 
way  there  is  danger,  as  you  fee  by  the  example  of 
the  proteftants,  who  will  not  be  kept  in,  by  fuch 
fpecious  profejfions  of  their  >;z^^rj,    when  once 
they   are  allowed  the   fight  of    thofe  pernicious^ 
hooks. 

However,  as  that  feeming  liberty  and  real  far- 
very  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  protejlantifmy 
and  is  a  nearer  approach  to  us^  you  (hould  not 
have  oppofed  it,  or  ridiculed  it ;  but  fhould  have 
joined  in  extolling  the  great  goodnaturey  and  con^ 
defanfion  of  fuch  allowances, 

S  5  But 
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But  you  on  the  contrary  have  flood  up,  notr 
only  for   opening  the  fcriptures  to  the  people, 
but  even  for  their  underftandingy   and  explaining^ 
it  for  themfelves ;  which  we  can  never  permitj  or 
l>ear. 

What  hopes  can  we  h^ve  of  you,  when  we  fee 
you  have  done  iis  this  greateft  of  all  mifchiefs  ? 
Had  you  to  do  with  ahfolute,  idiots^   your  method: 
might  poflibly  h2iVt  fuccefs:     But  as  you  own  the 
feople  of  England  are  inquifitivey  how  could  you^ 
iope  for  any  by  fuch  means  I: 

How  much  wifer^    and  more  agreeable  to  our 
fra^icey    would  it  have  been,    t©  have  laid  hold, 
on  the  faireft  apporiunky  that  ever,  yet  offered  it-- 
felf  to  us  ?  When  at  the  aceejjion  of  this  prefenii 
Kingy  you  firft  went  over  to  England ;  when  you. 
faw  all  the  people  fet  againft  him^  flocking  after 
^acheverellf,  and  the  reft  of  his  enemies  i    when, 
l^c  word  church  was  made  ufe  of,  with  (yxzhfucr 
ejefsy  to  inflame  the  fpirits  of  the  giddy  moh;  when 
you.  faw  every  thing  woi-king  toward   the  rebelr 
}fon  that  afterward,  broke  out  too  foon\^     when 
you  faw  the  Englijh  hear  the  view  of  2i  popijh 
prince  wit^ipati^ce^   and  even  wi/h  for.  him  with. 
eager nefs\    when  popery  was   grown  lefs  odious^^ 
and  almoft  familiar  to  many  5  when  a  great  par- 
ty  in  the  EngUJh  clergy^   were  preaching  up  the 
very  doctrines  we  delight  in,  of  uninterrupted  fuc' 
cejfmsy  of  authoritative  ab/oktmsy  and  benediifi- 


A' CoTLOi At  for  Low  Spirits.        395 

onSf  of  the  great  powers  of  the  fpiritual  princes  of 
the  churchy  as  we  both  love  to  call  them  :  when 
every  thing  thus  made  the  way  eafy  before  you  ; 
how  much  greater  a  conduSf^  and  how  much  liker 
to  that  of  a  mijjicnary  of  out  s^  had  you  ftiewn,  if 
you  had  joined  with  them,  and  helped  them  to 
blowup  th^fiamei^  that  was  already  kindled. to 
your  hands  ;  than  obftinately  to  have  taken  a 
new  courfe  of  your  own,  and  obftru(Sted  all  thefe 
vaft  efforts^  that  muft  neceflarily  have  ended  to 
our  advantage^  had  they  been  as  well  managed, 
as  we  know  you  could  have  managed  them  ? 

What  a  glorious  harveft  might  we  by  this 
time  have  reaped,  had  you  kept  to  our  maxims  I 
And  what  treafures  hav'C  you  robbed  us  of  by  de- 
ferting  from  them  ?  When  we  refle6i:  on  thefe- 
things,  we  can  fcarce  think  with  patience  of  your 
conduSf, 

This  makes  us  remember  your  old  objimacy'in- 
Father  Hardou'in  s affair ^  which,  you  ftretch  your 
cunning  to  perfuade  us  to  forget,  and  to  believe, . 
what  we  well  remember,  to  be  only  Vijiory  forged 
for  the  heretics  .'but  we  indeed  thought  thai  was 
only  the  effedl  of  youthful  heat  i  which  if  we  had 
fufpeded  to  be  ftill  in  you,  we  fhould  never  have 
employed  you  in  fuch  a  miffion-,  but  which  now 
we  fear  is  too  deeply  rooted  in  you. 

Nay  we  cannot,  till  you  fatisfy  us  better,  but 

bdieve  that  you  have  really  left  and  betrayed  us. 

.    S  6  W« 
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We  are  forced  on  this  account,  to  order  all  our 
nitjftonarUs  to  join  with  Snape  and  Graverol^  and 
your  other  enemies^  to  decry  you.  You  muft 
either  immediately  change  your  whole  condu^y 
or  leave  your  mijfion^  and  come  back  to  us  j  or 
elfe  openly  defert  us.  We  will  not  be  any  lon- 
ger left  in  fufpence  about  you  ;  or  leave  you  to 
follow  your  own  fancies^  to  undo  us. 

But  that  you  may  not  think  we  judge  too  rafh- 
1y  of  your  intentions  toward  u?,  we  refolve  to 
try  you  once  more  ;  and  fend  you  thefe  injiructi- 
ons^  which  we  command  ycu,  in  virtue  oi  the 
HOLY  OBEDIENCE,  pun£lually  to  obferve. 

1.  Leave  immediately  that  heretich  houfe^ 
in  which  you  now  live  ;  and  have  no  farther 
communication  with  him^  Dr.  Clark^  or  with 
any  of  thtxx  adherent s^  or  any  who  hold  princi" 
pies  like  theirs  :  for  we  are  aflured,  that  nothing 
can  ever  accrue  to  us  from  that  quarter^  but  mif- 
^hief, 

2.  Cry  out,  inveigh,  rave  againft  all  their  doc- 
trines :  Call  fincerity  the  high  road  to  atheifm 
and  infidelity,  for,  if  it  be  allowed  that  men  muft 
"be  fmcere,  and  that  their  falvation  depends  up- 
on their  being  fo,  they  muft  enquire  j  and  if  they 
inquire,  they  Vi'\\\  judge.  We  do  nol  bid  you  ar- 
gue on  thefe  heads  ;  but  exclaim  againft  them  : 
mlify  the  characters  of  the  men  who  teach  them  : 
ilick  at  no  calumnies  you  can  raife  againft  ihem : 
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in  fine,  follow  the  excellent  example^  that  fome 
of  the  divines  of  that  church  have  fet  before 
you.  Accufe  them  of  all  the  hlackejl  deftgns  of 
deftroying  their  own  church  -,  reprefent  them 
as  even  enemies  to  the  king*s  fupremacy^  where 
you  find  that  will  do  you  any  fcrvice  ;  and, 
where  that  topic  will  not  be  apt  to  prevail,  paiot 
them  as  the  vilejl  heretics^  who  would  pull  down 
all  the  powers  and  inftitutionsy  that  are  necefi'ary 
to  the  very  being  of  the  church.  If  they  fhould 
anfwer  you^  never  underftand  them  right  5  but 
perfift  in  mifreprefenting  them-,  but  always  with 
the  appearance  of  defiring  to  know  their  meaning, 
of  wifhing  to  fee  them  juftify  thcmfelves,  and 
of  the  moft  fenfible  grief  to  fee  yourfelf  obliged> 
for  the  inter  efts  of  Chriftianity^  to  oppofe  them. 

3.  Embrace  Dr.  Snape,  and  Mr.  Graverol^  and 
all  their  adherents  ;  beg  them  pardon  for  having 
once  dared  to  oppofe  them  ;  lament  with  tears 
your  errors  ;  rejoice  in  your  conviction^  which, 
tell  them,  they  were  the  happy  occafions  of» 
Efpoufe  all  their  principles  and  doctrines  heartily  ; 
for,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  we  fhall,  in  the 
end,  reap  the  only  benefit  from  them. 

There  is  -SiViQ^ki^x  performance  we  have  lately 
feen,  called  fufpiria  focra^  dedicated  to  the 
archhijhop  of  Canterbury^  which  we  would  have 
you  zealoufly  cry  up  j  bccaufe  of  one  pajfage  in 
the  dedication^  which  recommends  to  the  world 

the 
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the  religion  of  Augujlus^  that  is,    the  ejiablijhedi 
religion  of  ^v^ry  country,    heathen^  or  Chriftian^ 
or  Mahometan^  proteftant^  or  papift,  or  whatever- 
it  happens,    or  ever  may  happen  to  be.      This 
feems  indeed  at  firft  fight,  not  to  be  much  to  our 
advantage^  ihe  eftablijhment  in  England  happening, 
now  to  be  againft  us.     But  it  is  very  much  :  for 
firft,  it  fecures  to  us  what  we  already  poflefs,  b^ 
removing  every  other  conjtderation^  hut  that  fingle 
one  of  eftablijhment,  all  right  or  wrong,    truth  or 
faljhood,  2Lndi  confequently    z\\  private  judgment  'y. 
then  it  condemns  all  paft  refirmation^   that  has 
been  pretended  to  be  made  from  the  then  eftablijh^ 
ment,  and  effectually  prevents  any  further  pro- 
grefs  in  ft,  where  it  has  flopt  fhort,    as  all  re- 
formation is  departing  from  the  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment;  and  confequently  prevents  all  fuch  farther 
diftance  fiom  us,     as  might  poffibly  deprive  us 
of  all  our  remaining  hopes  ;,  it  leaves  us  all  the 
advantages  we  at  prefent  have  againft  them,    and 
much  room  to  make  frefh  attacks  upon  them  >  and 
laftly,    it  lays  up  in  ftore  for  u$^    againft  the 
time  when  we  fhall  come  to  have  the  dominion' 
over  them,  an  excellent  argument  to  preferve  //,  as  •; 
it  will  then  be  the.  eftablijhed  religion  of  their  coun- 
try, 

4.  Extol  with  the  greateft  zeal  the  authority 
of  the  church,  over  the  confciences  of  men  \  the  ob- 
ligation of  fubmittlng  to  the  unexamined  decifions 
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^  IT  \  the  right  //  has  to  call  on  the  maglftrate 
ti)  terrify  and  keep  in  awe  men  in  their  religious  ca- 
pacity ;  the  ahfolute  necejfity  of  being  in  one  com" 
munion,  without  allowing  of  any  excufei  under 
the  pretence  of  a  tender  confcience  ;  the  divine^ 
rights  of  the  clergy  ;  the  necejjiiy  of  an .  uninterrupt"- 
edjuccejjion  to  give  them  any  rights  ;  the  certain 
effe^s  of  human  henediStions^  and  abfoluiions  ;  the 
impojftbility  of  falvation  where  they  are  wanting, 
and  where  they  are  not  difpe^ifed  by  regular  and 
uninterrupted  fucceffors  ;  their  ^^«^/z/y  with  they«- 
craments  and  injiitutions,  of  Chrift^  Encourage, 
and  promote  with  the  utmoft  fervor  all  thefe  no^ 
tions  ;  which  are  indeed  huge  ahfurdities  on  the 
principles^  that  the  proteftanis  pretend  to,  but 
are  very  confiftent  upon  ours.  But  take  care 
that  you  do  not  let  them  too  haftily  into  the 
fecret,  that  thefe  doSirines  neceflarily  lead  to 
our  church,  T\\q  ftep  from  them  to  ai  grows. 
fo  fmall^  that  in  time  we  (hall  eafily  draw  them 
to  the  clofeft  union  with  us  ;  efpecially  when  they 
fee  i\iQ  power  and  preferment  come  over  to  our 
fide  before  them.  In  the  mean  while,  we  have 
ethers y  of  a  lefs  figure  than  you^  to  make  their 
advantages  of  thefe  things  in  private  converfions. 
Do  you  mind  the  main  hufinefs  ;  and  vshWe  they 
think  you  are  defending  them,  you  will  be  really 
undermining  tbem>   and  building  up  for  us  :  you 

will 
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will  infenfibly  reiader  them  ridiculous^    and  cm^ 
temptible  >  and  us  powerful  and  formidable. 

5.  Therefore  juftify  the  convocation  in  all  its 
proceeding  ;  cry  them  up  as  glorious  defenders  of 
their  church  againft  its  moft  potent  enemies,^ 
I>well  uj>on  their  ummendaiion  -y  be  more  zea- 
lous  for  them,  if  poffible,  than  they  are  for 
themielves  :  figh  at,  or  raiLat,  as  is  moft  con- 
venient, the  royal  prorogationy  that  was  fent 
them  laft  fpring  :  tdl  what  noble  feats  they 
would  have  done,  had  they  been  fufFercd  to- 
proceed  at  that  time  ;  what  fervice  to  the 
churchy  what  honour  to  Chriftianity  I  Make  as 
merry  with  thefe  things  in  private,  as  you  pleafe  ;< 
provided  you  are  fure  you  are  only  with  friends  :. 
but  in  public  put  on  the  moii  folemn  and   zealous 

face  you  ai;f  capable  of^ 

6.  Oppo/f  vehemently  ?M  union  oi  hearts  znd' 
effe/iJions  among  proteftantSy  either  with  the  re- 
formed churches  y  as  they  call  them,  ahroady  or 
with  the  different  fe^aries  at  home.  Employ  all 
your  hotteft  zeal  againft  this.  We  told  you  be- 
fore, that  this  was  the  only  unity  we  dreaded*. 
Jleprefent  therefore  the  reformed  abroady  and  the 
difj'enters  of  Englandy  as  no  ChriJlianSy  as  want;- 
ino^  epifcopal  ordinationy  a  regular  fuccefftony  author- 
ritative  abfolutions  and  henediSiionSy  true  facra-' 
mentSy  and  every  thing  that  conftitutes  a  churchy 
or  Si,  communion*    Here  you  may  venture  to  fof- 

ten^ 
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ten  them  a  little  toward  «/,  as  having  all  thefe 
things  \v\  perfeSlion^  however  we  may  err  in  other 
matters  :  you  may  allure  them,  whatever  odd  and 
finguhr  Chriftians  may  fay  of  us,  that  we  have 
the  ejjentiah  of  a  true  churchy  and  are  good  Chrif' 
iians,  though  we  may  be  in  fome  thmgs  erro- 
neous ;  and  that,  whzitvcr  faults  we  may  have, 
we  are  infinitely  preferable  to prefiyter tans.  This 
cannot  fhock  them  :  for  many  of  their  own  c&r^ 
ryphees  have  been  loudly  applauded  for  faying  it, 

7.  The  more  effectually  to  prevent  fuch  a 
dangerous  union^  as  we  have  been  fpeaking  of, 
infifi:  on  the  ahfolute  -neceffty  of  another  un'ityy 
that  will  never  do  us  any  harm^  but  will  for 
ever  put  a  flap  to  fuch  a  one  as  we  fear ;  we 
mean,  a  imliy  in  opinions.  As  we  know  this 
is  impra6iicable  among  men^  and  that  nothing 
will  ever  fo  much  as  bring  to  pafs  the  appear- 
ance of  /'/,  but  an  inqutfiiion^  or  dragooning ;  (our 
method^  and  the  only  zvife  method  oi profecution  ;) 
fo  the  endeavouring  to  force  it  without  thefe 
he/pSy  will  make  them  only  lofe  their  labour,  and 
weaken  themfelves,  by  exafperating  them  againft 
one  another,  and  dividing  them  the  more  efFec- 
tually,  and  irreconcilably  amongft  themfelves  ; 
and  will  always  give  us  great  advantage's  againft 
them  all.  You  know  how  much  even  we  are 
really  divided,  who  have  the  infallible  chair  of  St. 
Peter  for  a  center  of  unify  ;  but /><?;•  keeps  us  quiets 
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and  makes  Uo  fubmit^  whenever  any  thing  is  once 
determined  there.  The  prefent,  madnefs  of  the 
yanfenifts  here,  looks  like  an  exception  to  this  j, 
but  we  elleem  them  as  bad,  or  rather  worfe^  than> 
Huguenots  ;  and  hope  very  fhortly  to  put  an 
end  to  their  vain  Jiruggles^  However,  in  the 
main,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  mankind,  nothing 
can  hinder  difunion^  but  either  terror^  or  love 
and  charity.  The  latter  does  it  more  certainly,, 
and  coriftantly  ;  therefore  by  aJl  means  prevent 
it :  for  if  fuch  unity  fliould  prevail  in  England^ 
we  lofe  at  once  all  ground  to  work  on.  Encou- 
rage the  people,  heartily  to  hate  one  another,  for 
every,  the  fmalleft,  difference  in  religion^  whe- 
ther in  the  ds^rines,  or  ceremonies  of  it  :  and  be 
fure  to  call  every  habit,  gefture,  or  notion^  that 
any  one  has  a  fondnefs  for,  religion.  Drive  them 
on  io  fury ^  againft  all  that  differ  from  them  in 
any  of  thefe.  Reprefent  every  fmall  dijfention  as 
intolerable'^  and  as  what  will  juftify  zWillufage 
^nd  feveriiy.  Be  not  afraid  of  going  too  far  in. 
this  :  you  can  never  here  drive  them  to  wanton^ 
nefs  and  excefs :  but  you  will  make  them  on  all 
hands,  without  knowing  it,  clear  the  way  to 
our  re-ejlahlijljment  ;  when  they  (hall  have  fuf- 
i^ciently  weakened  themfehes^    and  ftrengthened 

8.  In  order  to  make  a  unity  of  opinion  appear 
tjbe  more  neceffary,  declaim  much  en  the  myfte- 
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rioufnefs  and  darknefs  of  religious  matters.  And 
here  you  have  an  admirable  opportunity  of  crying 
out  again  ft  private  judgment.  Tell  them  that 
every  one  is  not  capable  of  judging  about  fuch 
things :  that  thofe  myfteriss  are  ahove  our  under- 
ftandings  j  (si^^  be  fure  to  make  every  plaineft 
doSirirte  a  myftery,)  that  it  U  pride  and  arrogance 
to  pretend  to  explain  them  to  human  apprehenfton ; 
that  therefore  all  men  ought  to  fubmit  to  them. 
blindly,  and  implicitly  ;  that  underftanding  is  in 
no  degree  necefTary  to  believing  ;  nay,  that  it  if  , 
impious  iou7idtrftand religion.  Rail  without  ceafing 
againft  thofe  that  have  been  fo  daring  as  to  oiFer  at 
making  religion  intelligible,  and  fupporting  it 
by  reafon  :  call  them  heretics^  and  enemies  o( reli- 
gion :  give  them  all  the  odious  appellations  your- 
fiincyczn  invent,  And,  though  they  be  even  de- 
fendlng/atth  by  reafon,  accufe  them,  as  fetting 
up  reafon  againft y^//^.  You  will  not  find  it  diiH- 
cult  to  perfuade  the  common  people  of  this,  and  to 
encreafe  their  averflon  10  fuch  perfons,  who  are  al- 
ways our  greateft  enemies.  And  befides,  you  will" 
wean  them  from  the  itch  of  enquiring^  and  under- 
ftanding^ and  jiudging  for  themfelves,  and  enrage 
them  againft  all. who  do  not  fubmit  blindly,  to  what, 
they  fubmit  to. 

It  is  therefore  with  great'  regret,  that  we  find- 
yoir  have  been  employing  your  felf  to  tranflate 
the  works  of  Dr.  plar.ky  which  very  imprudently, 

to 
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to  fay  no  worfe,  you  call  incomparable.  We  for- 
got to  tell  you  of  this  before.  But  now  we  charge 
you  to  leave  oiF  your  idefign^  if  you  had  any,  of 
ijieddling  with  themi  unlefs  you  could  anfwer 
them.  Let  alone  dear  heads ',  for  they  are  dan- 
gerous. You  know  we  love  moft  to  engage  with 
fuch  adverfiriesy  as  through  thciry^^zr  of  denying 
Uo  muchy  concede  enough  for  our  purp&fe^  and 
give  us  the  heil  adva?itages  againjfl  them*  But 
with  himy  and  fuch  as  follow  himy  avoid  arguing,^ 
Abufe  him,  revile  him,  call  him  every  where  a 
Socinian,  a  deifi^  and  an  athelfl.  No  matter  for 
the  contradi£tion,  it  will  eafily  go  down  with 
fome.  bay^  be  has  robbed  religion-  of  its  ho/y 
myjieriesy  hy  pretending  to  bring  to  light  thofe 
revealed  things,  which  mufl  always  lie  hid.  Let 
this  be  all  you  have  to  do  with  him  ,  but  fhun  any 
difpute  or  converfation  with  hif?iy  for  you  can  ob- 
tain no  advantage  from  him,  and  he  may  do  you 
a  great  deal  of  harm, 

9.  We  charge  you  to  oppofe,  with  the  utmoft 
vigoury  all  public  a£lSy  which  fhall  be  propofed  in 
favour  of  liberty  and  toleration.  Repxefent  the 
wanti2X\iti  oivit^N  reJiraintSy  and  the  neceiHty  of 
adding  greater  powers  \o  the  churchy  to  terrify 
offenders  again  (I  her  laws.,  and  to  maintain  ortho' 
doxy  and  uniformity ;  and  particularly  clamour 
againft  a  billy  that  we  hear  is  now  in  agitation^ 
for  repealing  the  bills  zg^lndfchifmy  and  occafional 

can- 
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confer  nitty.     If  that  bill  fhould   pafs,    we  are  in 
great  danger  j  for  it  would  loiite  proteftants,  into 
iuch  a  union^  as  will  deflroy  all  our  hopes.     De- 
Tcribe   the   dijfenters  in  all  the  worft  colours  ;    as 
greater  enemies  to  church  zn^Jiate^   than  we  are  ; 
as   people  inceflantly   labouring  its   r«/«;  .  and, 
which  will  prevail  moft  with  many,  as  thafevfho 
would  rob  the  church  of  all  its  wealth  and  dominion  - 
the  preferving  of  which  (to  fay  the  truth  boldly) 
is  the  one  thing  needful.     Load  them  with  all  their 
-anceftors  did  an  age  ago  ;  conceal  every  thing  that 
may    in  any    degree  jufify   them,  or  foften    the 
minds  of  people  toward  them.      Own  the  helping 
'hand  they  gave  to  the  revolution  \  but  then  afiirm 
that  the     revolution    ruined,    impoverished     and 
enflaved    England :    do  not  fear  being  caught  in 
contradiSiions  :  the  zeal  you  will   fpirit  up  againft 
tbofe  people,  vi^ill  make  any  thing  go  down  fmooth- 
ly.     If  you  are  difcomfi!€i  in   one  place^   never- 
thelefs  affirm  it  without  y??^;??^,  and  ftill  fight  the 
lord's  battles^    in  another.     In  fhort,    leave   no 
ftone  unturned  to  exafperate  'people  againft  the  dif 
fenters\  and  to  frighten  the  government  from  at- 
tempting  any  thing  for  their  relief.     We  have 
always  found  thefe  methods  to  \i2iWQfuccefs  :  and 
you  have  feen  them  made  ufe  of  to  very  good  pur- 
pofe,  by  fisveral  late  writers  of  their  own. 

Be  fure  to  join  in  with  the  cry  of  the  danger 
of  the  churchy  and   feem  much  to  figh  over  it. 

Often 
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Often  fpeak  with  the  utmoft  concern  of  the  hlack 
defigns  againft  her  :  and  to  aggravate  it  fay,  that 
they  come  not  from  her  enemiesy  but  from  hef^ 
familiar  friends  ',  from  perfgns  of  grezt  ft  at  ions  and 
charaBers  in  her. 

Let  the  church  never  be  out  of  danger^  whilft 
we  are  in  ddnger  :  and  be  fure  to  let  its  danger 
encreafe  always,  in  proportion  as  you  find  our 
inter ejl  decreafes  j  as  any  thing  is  brought  on  the 
iftage,  as  a  farthery}<:«r//y  againft  us  j  as  any  thing 
is  propofed  to  make  the  dijfenters  eafier  ;  as  you 
perceive  liberty^  and  what  they  call  their  rational 
religion^  to  gain  ground,  or  fuhmifftvenef  to  <?a- 
thority^  and,  what  they  call  fuper/litidn^  to  di- 
minifh;  in  fhort,  as  your  prefent  king  comes  to 
lit  firmer  on  his  throne^  and  to  be  in  lefs  danger  of 
lofing  zV.  Inflame  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  with 
the  moil  melancholly  vieivs,  of  feeing  their  church 
overturned,  and  all  religion  abolifhed.  Reprefent 
2.\\ freedom,  as  a  ftep  to  this:  raife  them  to  that 
heat,  (be  fure  to  call  it  zealy)  that  they  may  even 
take  up  arms  in  the  defence  of  them.  And  by 
this  means  you  will  revive  the  rebellion  :  they  will 
fight  our  caufev/lth  much  greatery«ry  than  before, 
poflefTed  with  this  new  enthuftafm,  which  always 
excites  the  fierceO:  courage. 

10.  Therefore  the  chief  thing,  vt^e  recommend 
to  .you,  is  to  blacken  ih^king,  tlh^  his  government. 
We  forgot  to  tell  you  the  refentment  we  had,  for 
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fbme  poems   and  pdnegyrics^  we   heard,  you  had 
ftiade  upon  him.     Make  up  ihzl  fault  by  a  diligent 
«^«/^  of   ^//;z  for  the  future.     Hint  at  the   worft 
^eftgns  againft  iht  liberty  of  the  people  ;  rail  againft 
i\\Q.J}anding  army  :■  for  nothing  provokes  us  more, 
than  the  ki?7g^s  being  in  a  pojlure  to  defend  himfelf, 
and  the  confidence  we  fee    his  people  have  in  him, 
Mifreprefent  tvexy  Jiep  of  the  adminijiration  :  and  j 
as  //-^^^  do  not  give  you  occalion  to  do  even  this, 
flick  at  no   invention  to   difcredit   //  ;  you  know 
your  difpenfation  will  bear  you  out  in  any  thing  of 
that  nature      Infinuute,  as  often   as  you  find  op*, 
portunity,  vv'hat  2l  glorious  ?ind  fonri/hingjiate  th^ 
church  would  be  in,  if  their  rightful  and    lawful 
king^  who  is   now  in    Italy^  were  fettled   on  that 
throne.     Oh  !  if  we  could  but  once  fee  that  happy 
time^  how   fhould   we  triumph^    and  make  merry 
with  thejlavss^  who  had  helped  him  thither  ?  they 
would  quickly  find,  that  we  alone  would  reap  the 
harvefti  which    they    had  fpent  fo   much  labour 
and  fweat  to  bring  up.     But  however,  this    is  to 
be  afecrei,  till   the  thing  be  accomplifhed.  Spare 
no  promifeSy  nor  oaths,  that    may  be  requifite  on 
th\%  occafion  \  the  fame  difpenfation  which    allows 
you  to  make,  permits  us  to  break  them. 

Thefe,  father,  are  our  inftruSiions,  which  we 
command  you  to  obey,  in  virtue  of  the  holy  obedi* 
enccy  which  you  are  obliged  to  by  your  moft  fo- 
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hmTiy  and  Jolely  indifpenfahk  oaths.  Recover  the 
place  you  have  loft  in  our  nmids  by  your  paft  con- 
du£l ;  and  requite  the  injuries  you  have  done  us, 
with  a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  for  the  future.  If 
you  do  this,  you  may  hope  on  your  return^  for  all 
the  advancement  our  fociety  is  able  to  beftow  upon 
vou.  If  you  leave  and  betray  us,  you  fee  what 
vou  are  to  expe6t  in  England ;  to  be  a  hated  and 
contemned  profelyte.  If  you  dcfign  to  return  hither  : 
confider  whether  you  would  rather  chufe  to  be  a 
fupertory  or  provincial^  or  perhaps  fometime  or 
other,  even  general  of  our  fociity ;  or  to  vifit  La 
Fleche  for  the  fecond  time.  In  the  mean  while, 
hoping  the  beft  of  you,  we  remain,  in  thepartici- 
pat  ion  of  your  holy  facrijicesy 
Tour  dear  brothers, 
and fincere friends^ 

The  fathers  of  the  focletv 
of  Jesvs. 


The  End  ^ /&Fjrst  Yj^lume. 
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